
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GERALDINE COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING 
 
 
 

Commencing at 7:30pm 
 
 
 

on 
 
 
 

Wednesday 24 May 2017 
 
 
 

Geraldine Library/Service Centre 
Talbot Street 

Geraldine 



TIMARU DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Geraldine Community Board will be 

held in the meeting room, Geraldine Library/Service Centre, Talbot Street, 

Geraldine, on Wednesday 24 May 2017, at 7:30pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MEMBERS’ INTERESTS) ACT 1968 

Community Board members are reminded that if you have a pecuniary interest in any 

item on the agenda, then you must declare this interest and refrain from discussing or 

voting on this item, and are advised to withdraw from the meeting table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bede Carran 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
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GERALDINE COMMUNITY BOARD 

24 MAY 2017 

AGENDA 
 
 

Item 
No 

Page No 
 

1    Apologies 

2    Public Forum  

3   Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

4    Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

5   1 Geraldine Clean Air Zone – ECan Presentation 

6    Chairman’s Report 

7   2 Confirmation of Minutes 

8   7 Code of Conduct of Elected Members Policy 

9   24 
Review of Local Government Elected Members 
Remuneration – Consultation Document 

10   Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

11    Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

12    Board Members’ Reports 
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GERALDINE COMMUNITY BOARD 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF 24 MAY 2017 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 5 
 
 

 
Geraldine Clean Air Zone 

_______________________________ 
 
 
ECan Resource Management Officer Pauline Robertson and the South Canterbury Air 
Quality Officer will give a presentation on the Geraldine Clean Air Zone including - 

 the regulations for those in Geraldine 

 the regulations for those outside the zone and 

 the assistance programme running in Geraldine. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
For information 
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GERALDINE COMMUNITY BOARD 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF 24 MAY 2017 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 7 
 
 

Prepared by  Joanne Brownie 
 Council Secretary 
 
 

Confirmation of Minutes 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 

Minutes of the April Geraldine Community Board meeting. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the minutes of the Geraldine Community Board meeting held on  
12 April 2017, be confirmed as a true and correct record. 
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TIMARU DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE GERALDINE COMMUNITY BOARD, HELD IN 
THE PEEL FOREST CAFÉ, PEEL FOREST ON WEDNESDAY 12 APRIL 2017 AT 
7.30PM 
 

PRESENT Wayne O’Donnell (Chairperson), Janene Adams, Jan 
Finlayson, Jennine Maguire, Jarrod Marsden, Gavin 
Oliver and Clr Kerry Stevens 

 
IN ATTENDANCE Land Transport Manager (Andrew Dixon), 

Communications Manager (Stephen Doran), Council 
Secretary (Joanne Brownie) 

 Members of the Peel Forest Community – Rex Mason, 
Don Murray, Grant South, Bruce Allan, Rochelle 
Watson, Sandy McKirdy, Rod Wills 

 
1 PUBLIC FORUM 

Roading Issues – Rex Mason 
Rex Mason thanked the Board for coming to Peel Forest and alerted the Board to 
his concerns relating to tree roots damaging the road surface south of the Peel 
Forest/Pithie Road intersection, edge breaks on the seal south of Peel 
Forest/Pratt Road, and an unstable road shoulder 20m south of the Peel 
Forest/Blandswood Rd intersection. 
 
He queried the system for conveying complaints/issues and what 
acknowledgement and response system there is.  Mr Mason requested that a 
hard copy option for reporting of complaints be made available.  In reply, Board 
members outlined the service request system and explained the various reporting 
options available.  The Board encouraged residents to report any issues promptly 
in order that appropriate action can be taken to remedy any problems.   
 
Roading Issue, Speed Limit and Request for Cycle/Walking Track - Don 
Murray 
Don Murray thanked the Board for holding its meeting in Peel Forest.  He 
requested attention be given to the stretch of road between Rangitata Gorge 
Road and Peel Forest Road between the entrance to the camping ground and 
the Peel Forest village, noting the narrow width of the road is a safety concern, 
especially with the number of heavy vehicles using the road.  He suggested a 
speed reduction in the area would help to improve safety.   
 
The Land Transport Manager advised that speed limits are set under a speed 
limit rule with prescribed criteria, in accordance with government legislation.  
Unfortunately with houses only on one side of the road through Peel Forest, the 
criteria for a lower speed limit would not be met.  However, these rules are 
currently under review and the review may result in giving local communities and 
councils more discretion over the setting of speed limits.  Also the Timaru District 
Council Bylaws are being reviewed later this year.  As speed limits are set under 
a Bylaw, the review process will provide an opportunity to request changes in 
speed limits.  The review will involve public consultation and residents are 
encouraged to participate in the process if they have concerns/suggestions. 
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Mr Murray supported Mr Mason’s comments in regard to having a hard copy 
service request option, particularly for the outer rural areas where 
telecommunications are not always adequate. 
 
Mr Murray suggested an offroad cycle/walking track be established on the 
eastern side of the road between the township and the camping ground to 
improve the safety and recreational value of the area.  However, examining an 
aerial photo of the area at the meeting, it would appear that a track may have to 
cross private land and therefore landowner approval would be required.  The 
current track to Clarkes Flat could be made more obvious with improved signage. 
 
Blandswood Ford and Unstable Shoulder on Road to Camping Ground – 
Grant South 
Grant South expressed his concern at the work that has been undertaken on the 
Blandswood Ford.  He believes the remedial work will cause problems rather 
than improve the ford.  He is concerned that the rock work will create a dam, with 
ongoing further build up behind the dam and consequential damage to the sides 
of the streambank. 
 
He has driven both a car and a four wheel drive over the ford and has had no 
problem when the gravel was cleaned out of the stream, before the work was 
done.  He believes the work has not been effective and will result in people 
getting stuck in the ford.  While he is aware that the steepness of the access to 
the ford was considered by some to be an issue, Mr South does not agree. 
 
The Land Transport Manager provided background to the ford issue, explaining 
that a number of complaints had been received regarding the steep access to the 
ford, with NZ Post refusing to continue delivering mail to properties on the other 
side.  Council considered a number of options to improve the situation, taking into 
account the dynamic nature of the stream and the amount of gravel movement at 
times.  The option of installing a ‘mattress’ was decided on, in effect lifting the 
ford.  While there will be some shingle that moves onto the ford, this should pass 
over the top of the ford, and the rock work is expected to settle over the next  
6 months.  The ford will be closely monitored over this time.  No complaints have 
been received following the recent work.  The option of a bridge would fix the 
problem but the span would have to be extensive, making the cost unaffordable, 
and therefore a bridge is not a realistic option. 
 
The Board noted that the management of the ford involves difficult terrain in a 
changing environment, complicated by mixed messages received from the 
community. 
 
Speed Limit, Maintenance of Unsealed Roads, Public Toilets, Project Peel – 
Bruce Allan 
Bruce Allan supported the call to reduce the speed limit through Peel Forest 
township to 50km/hr.  He referred to the meeting with a Council Transportation 
Engineer some time ago which explored engineered options for slowing traffic 
through the township.  In the meantime, Mr Allan requested that Council work 
with the Peel Forest Plan to take any other action that may be appropriate. 
 
He raised concerns at the level of maintenance on unsealed roads and the 
quality of road grading, citing Blair Road and Rangitata Gorge Road as examples 
of grading not being carried out properly.  He requested that Council monitor its 
grading contracts more closely. 
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Mr Allan asked about progress with the provision of public toilets in the township, 
noting that Council’s Property Manager was investigating the option of making 
the Peel Forest hall, or the Outdoor Pursuits Centre toilets available.  
 
Mr Allan said the involvement of the Timaru District Council in the Project Peel 
initiative would be welcome. 
 

2 IDENTIFICATION OF MINOR NATURE MATTERS 
The Board agreed to discuss a letter from Go Geraldine regarding Easter Trading 
and a review of road signage prepared by Rose King and Janene Adams as 
minor nature items. 

 
3 CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

The Chairperson reported on duties he had carried out and meetings he had 
attended since the last meeting including the Geraldine Combined Sports, Go 
Geraldine, ECan meeting and conversations with Council staff.  He advised that 
the flashing lights are now in operation at Coach Road.  The turning stone has 
been removed from Talbot Street, cleaned and lodged at the museum.  The 
museum would like to be consulted regarding its permanent location. 
 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

 Proposed  Clr Kerry Stevens 
 Seconded Janene Adams 
 

“That the minutes of the Geraldine Community Board meeting held on 8 March 
2017 be confirmed as a true and correct record.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
5 CONSIDERATION OF MINOR NATURE MATTERS 

Easter Trading 
The Board considered a letter from Go Geraldine which was tabled at the 
meeting, supporting the development of a policy allowing Easter trading in 
Geraldine.  Clr Stevens informed the Board of the process Council will undertake, 
which will include consultation with the community.  It is the intention that the 
timetable for the process would allow for any policy to be in place by Easter 2018. 
 
Review of Signage 
Janene Adams tabled a review of signage outside Geraldine, prepared by herself 
and Rose King, reporting on the current signage and raising issues for 
discussion.  There were varying views around the Board table, noting that 70% of 
drivers do not read signs. 
 

6 BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS 
Council Owned Land in Geraldine 
Jarrod Marsden reported on discussions some of the Board members had had 
with Council’s Property Manager regarding the Geraldine Guide and Scout Den 
and other local Council owned properties.  It was noted that with the District Plan 
Review underway, it is the appropriate time to review some of the Council owned 
property in the Geraldine Ward, including the possibility of any parcels being 
rezoned if necessary. 
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 Proposed  Janene Adams 
 Seconded Jan Finlayson 
 
“That the Board request an issues and options report on parcels of Council 
owned land in the Geraldine Ward, with a view to recommending any property be 
rezoned if appropriate, as part of the District Plan Review.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

General Reports 
Board members further reported on meetings they had attended on behalf of the 
Board including the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee, 
Geraldine Arts Council, Creative Communities, Geraldine Cinema Trust, 
Geraldine Guide and Scout Den Board of Control, Geraldine Ward Tour, 
Geraldine Heartsafe, Go Geraldine B@6, Geraldine Visitor Signs meeting, 
opening of the lych gate at the cemetery, Geraldine Lions Club 50th anniversary 
celebrations, Geraldine Anzac Commemorations Trust, Ultrafast Broadband 
meeting with Chorus, Community Boards’ visit to Redruth Waste Management 
facility and Wastewater Treatment facility, bike and tracks meeting, meet and 
greet with Geraldine groups to introduce new Council Chief Executive. 
 
Janene Adams suggested that the Board host a series of workshops to attract 
volunteers and provide information on meeting procedures.  There was general 
consensus that this would not be the best way to increase volunteers. 
 
The Board was reminded of the public drop-in session on the Draft Growth 
Management Strategy. 
 
 
  

The meeting concluded at 10pm. 
 
 
 
 
____________________   
Chairperson 
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GERALDINE COMMUNITY BOARD 

FOR THE MEETING OF 24 MAY 2017 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 8 
 
 
Prepared by Tina Rogers 

Group Manager Corporate Services 
 
 
Code of Conduct of Elected Members Policy 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
1 The purpose of this report is to present the Code of Conduct of Elected Members 

policy for approval. 
 
Background 
2 The Code of Conduct is required by the Local Government Act 2002.   

Schedule 7, Clause 15 states: 

“(1) A local authority must adopt a code of conduct for members of the local 

authority as soon as practicable after the commencement of this Act. 

(2) The code of conduct must set out— 

(a) understandings and expectations adopted by the local authority 

about the manner in which members may conduct themselves while 

acting in their capacity as members, including— 

(i) behaviour toward one another, staff, and the public; and 

(ii) disclosure of information, including (but not limited to) the 

provision of any document, to elected members that— 

(A) is received by, or is in the possession of, an elected 

member in his or her capacity as an elected member; and 

(B) relates to the ability of the local authority to give effect 

to any provision of this Act; and 

(b) a general explanation of— 

(i) the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 

1987; and 

(ii) any other enactment or rule of law applicable to members. 

(3) A local authority may amend or replace its code of conduct, but may not 

revoke it without replacement. 

(4) A member of a local authority must comply with the code of conduct of that 

local authority. 

(5) A local authority must, when adopting a code of conduct, consider whether it 

must require a member or newly elected member to declare whether or not the 

member or newly elected member is an undischarged bankrupt. 



 

Timaru District Council  Geraldine Community Board 
#1069645 8 24 May 2017 

(6) After the adoption of the first code of conduct, an amendment of the code of 

conduct or the adoption of a new code of conduct requires, in every case, a 

vote in support of the amendment of not less than 75% of the members present. 

(7) To avoid doubt, a breach of the code of conduct does not constitute an 

offence under this Act. 
 
3 This policy was last adopted in February 2016.  Subsequently a review of 

Conflicts of Interests for Elected Members and staff has been completed, and 
Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) has provided guidance on Codes of 
Conduct.  This has informed the changes that are proposed in this review.  
Changes to the Code of Conduct are tracked. 

 
4 Changes to the Code of Conduct require support from 75% of Councillors. 
 
Options 
5 The options are: 

 The proposed Code of Conduct is recommended to Council for approval. 

 That amendments are proposed to Council. 
 
Identification of relevant legislation, Council policy and plans 
6 Local Government Act 2002 
 
Assessment of Significance and Engagement 
7 This matter is not deemed significant under the Council’s Significance and 

Engagement Policy. 
 
Consultation 
8 No public consultation has occurred regarding the Code of Conduct. 
 
Other Considerations 
9 There are no other considerations relevant to this matter. 
 
Funding Implications 

10 There are no funding implications associated with the Code of Conduct. 
 
Conclusion 

11 The Code of Conduct has been revised based on an external review and LGNZ 
guidelines. 

 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Code of Conduct for Elected Members Policy be recommended to Council 
for adoption. 
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GERALDINE COMMUNITY BOARD 

FOR THE MEETING OF 24 MAY 2017 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 9 
 
 
Prepared by Tina Rogers 

Group Manager Corporate Services 
 
 
Review of Local Government Elected Members Remuneration – Consultation 
Document 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 
Purpose of Report 

1 This report is to present the Remuneration Authority Consultation Document on 
Local Government remuneration. 

 
Background 

2 The Remuneration Authority set the remuneration for all elected members. 
 

3 The Remuneration Authority has concluded that there is an opportunity to make 
short term improvements to be effective from July 2017 and more complex 
changes effective from 2019. 

 
4 The Consultation Document is set out in 2 parts to reflect the 2 different start 

dates. Feedback on the first part is required by 19 June 2017 and is for 
discussion at this meeting.  Feedback on the second part is due by 20 October 
2017 and will be considered at a meeting later in the year once the Remuneration 
Authority has made presentations to elected members at events over the coming 
months. 

 
5 Changes noted in part 1 include: 

- Hourly rate payments to Councillors who are members of RMA hearing 
panels.  

- Ability for leave of absence to be granted for up to 6 months. 
- Standardised expenses policies. 
- Provision of ICT equipment to all elected members (currently this is only to 

Councillors and an allowance to Community Board Members) 
- Removal of travel time allowance and changes to travel allowances. 

 
Options 

6 The issues and options are outlined in the Consultation Document. 
 
Identification of relevant legislation, Council policy and plans 

7 Not Applicable. 
 
Assessment of Significance 

8 This matter is not deemed significant under the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy. 
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Consultation 
9 No public consultation has been undertaken by the Council.  It is not known if the 

Remuneration Authority will seek views of other parties outside of elected 
members. 

 
Other Considerations 

10 There are no other considerations relevant to this matter. 
 
Funding Implications 

11 There could be funding implications for the Council as a result of changes 
outlined in Part 1 of the Consultation Document.  These could include changes to 
the amount of remuneration and allowances paid to elected members as well as 
costs associated with IT equipment and support to all elected members.  These 
costs will need to be absorbed into existing budgets for 2017. 

 
Conclusion 

12 Changes are proposed to the remuneration for elected members.  The 
Remuneration Authority is undertaking this consultation with affected parties. 

 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Board considers the issues identified in Part 1 of the Consultation 
Document attached and makes recommendation to the Policy and Development 
Committee. 
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