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BOOK REVIEWS

FEELING FOR DAYLIGHT: THE
PHOTOGRAPHS OF JACK ADAMSON
Rhian Gallagher
South Canterbury Museum, $44.95

This book showcases a superb,
historically important collec-
tion of photographs, taken by
Jack Adamson, Timaru-born
pioneering mountaineer, gifted
photographer and manager of
the Mount Cook Hermitage in
the late 19th century.

The collection of 450 photo-
graphs has been given by the
Adamson family to the South
Canterbury Museum where a
selection, together with some of
Adamson’s photographic and
climbing equipment, is cur-
rently being exhibited.

Not only was Jack Adamson a
gifted photographer, he also had
a way with words.

The book’s title comes from
his comment to George Moodie,
a photographer with the Burton
Bros, that ‘‘crossing a moraine
in the dark was like putting
your foot out of bed to feel for
daylight’’.

Rhian Gallagher, a published
poet, was working at the mu-
seum when she came across the
collection and recognised that
here was a story to be told.

She has achieved her stated
aim to provide an introduction
to Adamson’s life and work –
and much more besides.

She covers the early settlers
and their communities, pioneer
mountaineering and explo-
ration, history and development
of photography, and the
beginnings of tourism in the re-
gion. Gallagher tells Adamson’s
story with the care and atten-
tion to detail and language that
it deserves.

The photos themselves tell
their own stories.

They are full of fascinating
detail, and record the place and
its people with a deep affection
and understanding.

Included are stunning alpine
scenes, dramatic detail of ice-
sculpted terrain, tourist parties
climbing via precipitous hand-
cut steps, river crossings via
tree branch ladders, colonial
houses and farm buildings, in-
teriors of huts, formal portraits
and delightful relaxed family
moments.

The tenacity, fortitude,
staunchness and good humour
of Adamson and his subjects
shine from the photos.

Further interest is added with
early maps, letters, timelines of
the development of photography
1827-1900 and Mt Cook Hermi-
tage and National Park
1862-2007, comprehensive end
notes, a select bibliography and
a glossary.

An index would have made
the book more user-friendly, as
would increasing the type size
which seems uncomfortably
small.

That aside, Adamson’s story
makes fascinating reading and
the photographs are remark-
able. This is a fitting tribute to
Adamson and is very highly
recommended.

Read the book and see the
exhibition!

SUE MAXWELL

TOP CATCH: HOOK UP NEW
ZEALAND’S TOP 12 SPECIES
John Eichelsheim
Random House, $39.99

Popular fishing writer John Ei-
chelsheim got hooked on fishing
as a child and is still passionate
about the sport.

In his new book, Eichelsheim
spills the beans on how and
where to catch the best
examples of New Zealand’s top
fish species.

Eichelsheim draws on his
own 40 years of experience fish-
ing around the country to tell
personal stories of his own ‘‘top
catch’’ for each species, then
provides biological/geographi-
cal information on the fish, the
nuts and bolts of tackle and
technique, the best way to eat
them, and the current records
(biggest fish ever caught, etc).

The author has chosen
species with appeal for anglers
in both main islands and has
chosen those accessible to the
average angler as well as some
more ‘‘aspirational’’ species
that need to be caught with
specialist gear. He covers snap-
per, kingfish, salmon, trout,
gurnard, tarakihi, blue cod,
john dory, tuna, marlin, shark
and hapuku.

As well as providing practical
tips for catching a wide range of
popular species, Eichelsheim’s
experiences and stories add a
personal aspect to the book.

Top Catch is an enjoyable and
informative book, perfect for
both active and armchair
anglers.

NIGEL BROWN

On the spot
coverage: TV
One’s Simon
Dallow
reporting from
Christchurch
after
Saturday’s 7.1
quake.

Quake footage will define memories
Gordon
Brown

It’s been said before many times
already, but never has the power
of television been more evident
than in the past week.

The unbelievable events in
Christchurch during, and follow-
ing, the earthquake that struck the
South Island’s biggest city will be
consigned to history forever.

And it is the television footage
that has been shown over and over
that will define our memories.

In a sad way it’s a bit like 9/11
in the United States. There have
been other tragic events in which
more lives were lost, but never has
it been captured for posterity from
so many different angles.

The Canterbury Quake, as it’s
already becoming known, was a
natural disaster, of course, but is
our worst, and most visually
depicted, earthquake since
Hawke’s Bay in 1931.

Amazingly, no-one died in
Christchurch, but the ongoing
quakes and aftershocks, number-
ing around 300 so far, continue to
strike terror among many local
residents.

Television has led the coverage
and our hearts have gone out to
those poor people. By definition, it
is a visual medium, with the
power of both sight and sound. It
is also an immediate medium, in

theory, so how well did our
networks cover the dramatic
events?

At 4.30am when it struck, no-one
was there, and understandably so.
After that it was a race. Mrs
Brown and I got our first warning
something was amiss when we
switched on to Sky News. And
then CNN, and the BBC. It was the
first time all three international
networks led with a New Zealand
story. Their interest was to see if a
tsunami would result, and
cynically, when it was established
there were no deaths and no wave,
their interest waned dramatically.

Just as that was happening, our
networks were springing into
action. Or at least one was. To
their credit, our state broadcaster
TV One broke into regular pro-
gramming and stayed on all day
with uninterrupted coverage from
Canterbury and the studio. First
up was Miriama Kamo, who was
succeeded by Roydon Christie,
who did a splendid job.

To TV3’s shame it took them

virtually all day to get something
on. That was not a great decision
and the following day TV3 news
anchor Mike McRoberts was
complaining about that decision to
the world on twitter.

TV3 news boss Mark Jennings
quickly responded by claiming
their TV3 Christchurch newsroom
was in disarray and McRoberts
did not have all the facts. The
words seemed hollow and of little
consequence to viewers.

And for a TV station, it just lost
the game. Once viewers tuned in
to TV One to see what was
happening, the vast majority
tended to stay with it.

Tragically, later in the day, for
the first time we can recall, Sky
News from Australia led with two
New Zealand items, the second be-
ing the plane crash at Fox Glacier.

By Sunday, TV3, TV One and
Prime all had their news anchor-
men in Christchurch fronting the
news. There they stayed for most
of the week as the quakes just
refused to stop quaking.
Irritatingly, there’s been the odd
person claiming the media have
overdone all the coverage, but in
reality, this will prove to be such a
momentous event in our history,
it deserved everything it got and is
getting.

WHAT'S ON

TODAY: The Nation (TV3, 11am)
has become even better since Sean
Plunket took over as host from
Stephen (whatsisname?) Parker,
who had all the life of an embal-
med corpse. It’s got a bit more bite
now and brings together Plunket
with Duncan Garner to form the
best political pairing on the telly.
At night time for grown-up people,
there is a lot of sport, a few films
and the odd programme actually
made for television.

TOMORROW: More sport, and
let’s face it, it is part of our
national psyche, but some good
programmes as well. Hard to go
past America’s Got Talent on
Prime at 8.30pm, as long as you
laugh at it, not with it, and then
opt for Spartacus on The Box at
9.30 if you are into slow-motion
blood splatters.

MONDAY: Mondays aren’t too
bad on One with the new line-up.
I don’t like to admit it, but new
reality programme Fire Scene
Investigation isn’t too bad, Marc
Ellis’s How the Other Half Lives at
8pm is good fun, and Richard
Hammond’s Invisible World is

saved by the skill of the presenter.

TUESDAY: The Kiwi production
Real Crime: The Missing at 9.30pm
on One looks a good bet, while
TV3 has a decidedly racy look to it
with Outrageous Fortune at 8.30pm
followed by Californication at
9.30pm. Do be broadminded or
watch something else.

WEDNESDAY: Start with Fair
Go at 7.30pm on One. Then have a
break, a Kit Kat, or whatever you
want, then watch the final of Lie
To Me on TV3 at 8.30pm before
finishing off with the best of the
night – True Blood, on Prime at
9.30pm.

THURSDAY: Not a great line-up,
with Coronation Street at 7.30pm
on One and QI on Prime at 9.35pm
the pick of an average bunch.

FRIDAY: It seems Friday nights
are stuck on some sad time warp,
with a mixture of funny and not-
so-funny British comedies of a dec-
ade or two ago abounding. Go for
modern, go for Kiwi and watch 7
Days on TV3 at 9.30pm, but be
warned, it is pretty lewd.


