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THE LEGEND OF BEAU BAXTER

INCIDENT AT JEBEL SHERIF

By Ivan Dunn
Published by HarperCollins (NZ) Ltd
RRP $36.99 paperback

Mistaken fora Maori because of his dark good
looks, Beau Baxrer is selected for the Maori All
Blacks and eventnally — after some very question-
able incidents — goes on to play for che 1924-25
Invincibles. This is the 1924 touras it might have
been, withmore hanky pankyandless etiquette than

the rugby historians would have us believe,

Beau is blessed with a fine physique and good
looks (so he says) inherited from his French morher and Cherokee Red Indian
facher, wich SPﬁCd and brilliance oﬂightcning on the 1'ugby field - accribures

balanced by his vanity, pursuit of the pleasures of life and his dedication to self |

preservation and promotion.

This vanity is revealed in the first chapeer: "My brilliane rugby carcerbegan
the day Inicked Dickic Dale'shoots...” Such brilliance and good looks incvitably
acrracestheladiesand we are not disappointed —among themare the pereyoung
wifc of the president of the NZRFU and Spank-me Sally.

Thiswork of “faction, amixture of factand fiction” (author's note) isamusing
and pokes much borax at conventional history and post-Edwardian sensibility.
The Legend of Bean Baxter islilled with Kiwihumour, brilliantrughy games
and shenanigans of the wildestimaginarion.

The Photography of Jack Adamson
By Rhian Gallagher

Published by and available from South
Canterbury Museum

PO Box 522, Timaru 7910

Ph 03 6877212, www.timaru.govt.nz/
museum

RRP $44.95 hardcover with dust jacket,
180pp

ISBN 978 0473 16878 0

The _]:u:l( Adamson Collection is

arare and unique collection of glass
plate photographs held ar che South Canterbury Museum, Timaru. In July
2010, the muscum opened an exhibition displaying the collection as a whole
forthe firsctime.

Pac Adamson, Jack Adamson’s grandson, has been inserumentalin ensuring
the preservation of the delicate glass plates, which dare from the late 19%century.
‘Iheunique documentary record that his grandfather’s photographs conrain is,
he believes, alegacy to the nation. The exhibition takes viewers on a stunning
photographicjourneyaround the Southern Alpsand early sectler communities.

Forthosewho can'tsce the exhibicion in person, or wish to take homea sou-
venir of the exhibition, chere is the fabulous book Feeling for Daylight. |he
author, Rhian Gallagher, sers Adamson’s photography in context, unravelling
someofthe complicated twistsand turns ofhisstory tharwould in the end reduce
Adamson to the pointofbankruprey.

Adamson started taking phoro-
graphs when first employed ar the Mt
Cook Hermirage in 1889. Prejudicial
artitudesabouc hisworking class back-
ground wereasignificant factorhowhe
and hiswife, Nora, were forced to leave
the Hermirage.

Feeling for Daylight isa truly
beautiful book to own and treasure,
or present as a handsome gift forany
occasion. The photographs arc superb
— they“tell" their own story. Thereisno

favourite; | love themall,

In search of the First Clash of the Special
Forces 1941/2009

Kuno Gross with Roberto Chiarvetto &
Brendan O'Carroll

Produced in Europe by Kuno Gross

NZ$69 plus $5 pp, hardback, A4, 188 pages
Limited quantities available from Brendan
OCarroll

1317 Dominion Rd, Mt Roskill, Auckland 1041
Cheques or electronic transactions only
Account name: BP & MJ O'Carroll

Account No. 02 0176 0201738 097

This b()()l{ E(_‘l]\ [}'I(: story in more dctai|

behind che successtul Pacific Sereen TV documentcary hlm st in Jibya, which

is now availableon DVD (rcvicwtd in Hc1’itagc Matcters, Issue 20)
By late January 1941 the ride of the Descre War in North Africa turned

against Iraly, which had acracked Bricish-occupied Egypr. The Iralian northern

front C()“ZIP,\C(J and their army recreated west towards Tripoh'. Meanwhile in
the far south among some isolated hills, two small mobile Special Forees units

of the Compagnia Aurosahariana di Cufraand T Parrol of the Long Range

JC[JCI Sherif,

[n2006,asmall group including Kuno Gross, a Swiss who haslivedin Libya
for many years, ventured to Jebel Sherifwhere they found the wrecks of the T
Patrol crucks. Duc to the remoteness and the dry desert conditions che sice was
mostly undisturbed and the vehicles still incact.

Incident atjfebef S/ﬂeréfgives aderailed account of the region cfuring
World War II, the bartle berween the vwo desert forees from both the Ttalian

and New Zealand perspecrives, and the 2006 cxpt‘dition, Itincludes eyewitness
rcp()l'ts,diary extractsand aninterviewwitha NZ veteran. Richlyii]ustratcd\\'irh
mapsand charts,and more than 300 historic black and whiceand scunning colour

pllOEﬂgI"‘lPh,‘i‘ fhk isa mdgniﬁccnt\\’m'l\' tl'l?lt []l'il'}gh tngt‘thcra Ii[[IC known F!‘J re

of World War [l history and modern day Libya and desere travel.
More info: www.jebelsherif.org

THE MAGIC OF STEAM

Pleasant Point Museum & Railway

DVD, by Bellbird Pictures, duration 38 minutes

$25.00 from Pleasant Point Railways & Historical Society
Railway Station, Afghan St, Pleasant Point, South Canterbury
ba.mc.blanchard@xtra.co.nz

www.pleasantpointrail.org.nz

‘This DVD tells the complete and remarkable story of the 40-year history of
the Pleasant Point Railway and Muscum Socicry. Members describe the early his-
tory of the Fairlie Branch,when steam locomotives provided a viral link berween
Tl maru ﬂnd thc N[il{:kc]]zic (:()Llntl’}', 'dl)(l l][)\\' [hc.y kﬁpt thﬂ[ h |S[:01')’ dll\’ﬁ [‘OI’
lowing the closure of the line.

Tt describes how initial plans for a static display in memory of a rail service
dcvclopcd to tOda_\"JS a\\*al‘d—\\'inllinghL‘Iitagc Iail\\'ay with an internacional rep-
U[El[IOn. AS Ihf S[()l'}f Llnfﬂlds,
one gains cnormous respect Ykasantl’oim Museum &Raﬂway
and admiracion for the volun- o

teers whose vision, derermina-
tion, skillsand plain hardwork is
reflected in l)t‘:lLl[il'-uH)' restored
locomotives, rolling stock, sca-
ti()ﬂ ﬂl‘ldi—lﬂ)ﬁ]‘nﬂ]’ﬂbj]‘la muscum
complete with a vintage movie
thearre.

The Magic of Steam is a
ClCIﬂ(lnstl’ati()l] ()[:l-l()\\' r“uch
was achicved by so few, and che
birch of the wonderful heritage
ateraction ar Pleasant Poinc did

notcome ilIJ()ll[ b\’ m:igi(;.

Desert Group clashed on 31 January 1941. It became known as the incidentar |




