Welcome to the
first issue of

Splash!

Online, in print, in mail-outs and in the South
Canterbury Herald, our new Splash!/magazine
will keep you informed of CBAY news, views,
progress, promotions and operational
information. Look for our quick link on
www.stuff.co.nz and on Facebook.

Stay in the swim with Splash!

In this

ecreational Facilities

Manager Gary East-

hope, the man in

charge of Timaru
District Council public pools
including the new CBAY
complex opening in July
next year, has a clear mes-
sage for the community —
“these facilities are for every-
one”.

From toddlers to the elderly, for
people recovering from injury, for
those with a disability needing low
impact exercise and for all abilities
from the keen learners to the avid /
sportspeople, “get into it”, Gary
says, go and enjoy these great
pools district-wide, they're staffed
with fully qualified teams offering a |}
safe environment and inexpensive
family entertainment.

Although Gary is responsible for operating the
pools in Temuka, Geraldine, Pleasant Point and
Century, the jewel in the district’s crown is, of
course, going to be the new Caroline Bay Aquatic
Centre presently taking shape on Maori Park.

It is here that Gary’s skills in recreation business

30 years around pools
and he's still going strong
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CBAY reach an agreement

We need to come up for a breath!
Phew, what a response to our Learn |
to Swim programmes, which start at
Century Pool next month before
moving to CBAY in July.

Already more than 650 people
have registered and this means we
will need time to cater for everyone.
So please be patient, our instructors &
will get to you as soon as they can.

Meantime, we are delighted to
report on an extremely high calibre
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G Timaru.District Council would
like to wish everyone a very

Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
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.. and facility management will shine,
bringing to Timaru more than 25
years’ international experience in
leisure and tourism-oriented busi-
nesses. Gary has been involved
| “from the ground up” in CBAY. “It's
an aquatic centre that we are confi-
dent will be a showcase for the
' industry in New Zealand when it
opens on July 1 next year,” he says.

With the passion and experience to
see learn-to-swim and water safety
education at the forefront of the
pools programmes throughout
the district and integrating them
i with the total health, fitness and
education focus that CBAY will
offer, Gary is welcoming the
challenge to make CBAY acces-
sible, affordable, and enjoyable
while operating at the highest
standards to meet the commu-
nity’s demands.

“Everyone involved in the project team is excited
to be uniting all the elements such as leisure, sport,
and education within a forward thinking, sustainable
business model”, he says, “CBAY will deliver a co-
ordinated team approach to providing the Timaru
District community with a truly outstanding facility
and an experience of notable excellence”.

28 Learn to SW|m queues are forming!

of instructors applying for the
Learn to Swim positions. We will
= have the highest quality pro-
gramme available anywhere, to
say nothing of the fabulous facili-
ties!

Here’s a picture of tilers working
on the Learn to Swim and tod-
dlers’ area inside CBAY taken
very recently. You can register
for Learn to Swim by going to our
website below.



Little squares

Tilers are making steady progress in the

Learn to Swim and toddlers’ pool area as our pictur
on December 5 shows. CBAY is on track for a grand o

Poolside manners

30 years around pools
and he's still going strong

Kevin Hessell refuses

to take his shoes and socks off for an
interview with Splash! Magazine. He prefers
to let us simply remain guessing as to
whether he has webbed feet. Such a conclu-
sion is easy to draw while talking to a man
who has been around Timaru District swim-
ming pools as a lifeguard, a coach, a mentor,
a water quality specialist for the last 30
years.

And as he steps up to a new role as Acting
Pools Superintendent for the region’s outside
pools, Kevin has the same attitude he
brought to a TDC pools job 30 years ago —
“swimming is about people having fun and |
love to meet and chat to them”.

He almost didn’t get the chance. As a six-
year-old a family picnic at the Manse Bridge
went wrong and he was swept downstream
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to be plucked semi-conscious from the
water by a young female he didn’t know.
That event prompted a passion in the
young Kevin to help people learn to swim
and the rest, as they say, is history.
So too are the times when he would en-
ter and win Timaru’s famous old harbour
races; the time when out of 1500 Ha-
waiian Ironman competitors he finished
40th and numerous seasons as an
Eastern Districts rep swimmer in
most of the styles.

Kevin welcomes all to the district’s outdoor
pools.

“We offer the best Pool Safe-accredited
facilities district wide and we are staffed with
fully qualified teams offering a safe family
environment,” he said.

Kevin guarantees pool users will get a
smile when they see him around the pools.

“We want to be accessible and profes-
sional.” And as an 82-year-old woman found
after approaching him asking for lessons —
“but | don’t want to put my head under” —
Kevin’s gentle manner made his pool-side
manner a fun event that has equipped hun-
dreds with water skills that could possibly
have saved their lives.

This picture, taken from the
stairway leading to the hydroslide
entry point, looks west over the
programme pool and spa area.

e taken
pening on July 1 next year.

Aorangi Stadium and
CBAY forge gym link

The management and operation of Timaru’s SBS
Events Centre in Morgans Road (above) as well as the
Fitness Studio gymnasium business is to be transferred
to the Timaru District Council from 1 February 2012.

In a deal signed on December 7, the Fitness Studio
will be integrated into the Caroline Bay Aquatic Centre
gym. The agreement concludes negotiations between
the five-member Aorangi Stadium Trust, owners of the
SBS Events Centre, and the Council.

The deal is structured in two parts. In a three-year
contract from February 1 next year, the Trust has trans-
ferred management, but not ownership, of the stadium
to the Council. The Council is to manage the stadium
operation including events, sports tournaments, confer-
ences, celebrations and special events in the main
auditorium and upstairs lounge.

The Trust has also transferred the Fitness Studio
business to the Council as a going concern and it will
become part of the CBAY gymnasium business. The
agreement means existing Fitness Studio hours and
staffing will continue for at least 12 months and existing
classes and programmes will be retained at the Fitness
Studio until January 31, 2013, subject to adequate
patronage.
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Our picture at the top of this page
shows just how far tilers have come
in the short time they have been on
the job at CBAY. Tiling is an exact
science and curves, varying depths
and levels mean this is no job for
amateurs. Some weeks remain be-
fore tiling is complete.

An exciting feature of CBAY will be the hydro-
slide currently being built by Timaru’s Aeromarine
Industries. The twisting and snaking ride will offer
thrills galore as users start their journey from high
outside the complex and enjoy their watery jour-
ney to the safety of the inside pool. Pictured
above are the support towers that will cradle the
fibreglass hydroslide tubes.



