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Online, in print, in mail-outs and in the 
South Canterbury Herald, our new CBay 
Splash! magazine will keep you informed of 
CBAY news, views, progress, promotions 
and operational information. Look for our 
quick link on www.stuff.co.nz and on 
Facebook.  

Our instructors are on board, our 
new programme team leader has 
been appointed and the community 
has responded with enthusiasm — 
Learn to Swim is up and running in 
an exciting year for Timaru District 

aquatics. 
Kicking off in the first classes at 

Century Pool this month before 
transferring to CBay in July were 
the first intake of youngsters and as 
our new programme team leader 

Jane Sullivan says, “water is life, 
and our life is water. Learning to 
swim is one of the most important 
things we can do in life”. 

Jane welcomes inquiries from 
those wishing to join her pro-

grammes and she can be contacted 
on (03) 687 7200. Or simply register 
on our website below. 

Please remember to be patient 
though. Our instructors will get to 
you as soon as they can. �  
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�� QUIRTY, squishy 
things to slide on, 

to ride on, to glide on are 
just part of the excitement in 
store for kids at CBay. 

A colourful multi-level water toy 
feature that will provide hours of 
non-stop family entertainment, is 
presently being assembled, and a 
secret is out — the installers are 
having just as much fun and giggles 
as they bolt together the AquaPlay 
Water Toy that has come to Timaru 
all the way from Whitewater in Can-
ada, makers of some of the world’s 
most exciting aqua-adventure 
courses. 

Our workers are just as excited as 

we 
know kids of 
all ages, shapes 
and sizes will be when they first 
catch a glimpse of their water play 
tower. It is literally bristling with 
spray nozzles, jets, pull valves and 
other water adventure toys. On it, in 
it and under it, young and old, fami-
lies and toddlers have a wonderful 
experience in store when CBay 
opens in just a few months’ time. 

Along with a water “fort” and 
spray nozzles, the water toy will 
feature two indoor slides in a dual-
open and a single enclosed configu-
ration. 

The multi-level play structure pro-

vides the next generation in water 
play with the most playability, visual 
appeal and custom themes avail-
able. 

It will offer more than 40 exciting 
features including an array of inter-
active tipping cones, jets, spray 
nozzles, valves, as well a mini wa-
terslide and pull ropes. 

We can’t wait to see the faces of 
our young and not-so-young as they 
squirt and squeal their way to aqua 
adventure and learn that — “Wet’s 
the way to play, let’s go to CBay!” � �

Water Toy  
even has a  

tipping bucket 
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B Y her own admission Jane Sullivan 
was a “boy” girl — a tomboy. She 
just couldn’t sit still. Even the 
thought of being motionless was 

alien. Once, on a bus stop seat, Jane was 
swinging her legs. A person sitting next to her 
scolded Jane’s mother — “can you please stop 
your child from doing that!” 

It’s been like that all of Jane’s life. She has 
made a personal goal out of being active; an 
education from it, and now with her appoint-
ment to the position of Programme Team 
Leader at the Caroline Bay Aquatic Centre, an 
extended career from it. 

The job is a natural fit for the Timaru-born 
fitness, sporting and recreational development 
professional who became an Eastern Districts 
competitive swimmer from the age of nine. 

Armed with a Masters Degree in Physical Edu-
cation from Otago University, achieved in 2003 
after post-graduate study building on a 1990 
Bachelor’s Degree, and wide experience in 
aquatic centre management (Marlborough), 
sports consultancy and aquatic team leadership, 
Jane is living her life of activity to the full — and 
showing others how to enjoy it too. 

And that means all ages. Well-known to the 
aquatic community in South Canterbury is her 
learn-to-swim programme “Totally Aweswim”. 
From small beginnings at the St Joseph’s 
School pool in Timaru, the popular programme 
moved to the Century Pool in 2003 and immedi-
ately prior to her CBay appointment, Jane’s pro-
gramme provided 36 lessons over two afternoon 
sessions with five staff. 

A consummate professional with meticulous 
attention to detail, Jane has endeared herself to 
thousands in the Timaru District, some who 
have learned to swim, some who have visited 
her at a local physiotherapy practice in her role 
as a sports psychology and fitness consultant, 
and some who just needed to chat to a “sporty” 

friend who knew the efforts and sacri-
fices needed to achieve in the sports 
field. 
And she knows them well, being no 
stranger to those achievements herself, 
with triathlons a particular forte. In 1990 
Jane placed sixth overall in the NZ Tri-
athlon Championships, repeating her top-
10 feat again in 1999. She became a 
national strength and conditioning coach 
in 1991, a triathlon coach in 1993 and a 
basketball coach in 1995. An impres-
sive array of certificates record qualifi-
cations in First Aid, a Swimming NZ 

tutor, a NZ certificate school-age 
swim teacher, a national lifeguard 
pools award, a certified aqua in-
structor and a Diploma in Life 

Saving (Practical). In 2007 she received the 
Service to Sport Award (Triathlon) at the South 
Canterbury Sports Awards. 

Has she had time for any home life? 
“Of course. Life is a balance. My husband 

Kevin (McAleer) and my two children Gretchen 
(16) and George (10) provide that,” she said. 

Jane’s excitement and eagerness to join 
CBay began the day the Timaru District Council 
gave the project the go-ahead. 

“I’d been involved through the key stake-
holders consultation meetings and al-
ways thought that if there was a position within 
CBay that suited my skillset I would love to join. 

“CBay is so exciting for our community. The 
right combination of facilities offering the right 
water depths at the right temperatures will pro-
vide the very best aquatic environment, whether 
it be learn to swim, serious competitive events, 
or having fun with the whole family. 

“And with the gym facilities under the one roof 
we could offer a full triathlon at CBay— without 
even having to go outside.” 

Now there’s a thought! � �

‘  ’ 
Jane Sullivan can’t 
wait to dip her 
toes into CBay’s 
Learn to Swim and 
Programme Pools 
when they finally 
fill with water in 
July. 

Hydroslides make an 
entrance . . . Installed last 

week were the terminals 
for CBay’s two hydro-

slides being constructed 
by Timaru’s Aeromarine 

Industries. 

Spa facilities in 
the programme 
pool area await 
tiling. 

Nerve centre . . . Electrical 
and technological services 
installation is progressing.  

Air quality units 
dominate the 
gym ceiling 
before tiling 
hides them 
away. 

So much room . . . The 
spacious gym offers 

stunning views. 

Bi-directional lane 
tiling of the main lap 
pool is now almost  
complete. 


