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There are some instances where it may be necessary to apply for an extension of time once 
a building consent has been issued. 
 
 
 
One such instance is where no building work to which a building consent relates has 
commenced within 12 months after the date of issue of the building consent. 
 
If you have been issued a building consent under the Building Act 2004 and building work 
has not commenced with in the first 12 months then the building consent lapses and is of 
no effect.  Accordingly, if you are likely to find yourself in this situation you can apply for 
an extension of time provided this is done before the 12 months are up. 
 
 
 
Another instance where an extension of time may be relevant is when Code Compliance 
Certificates are being considered. 
 
An Owner must apply for a Code Compliance Certificate as soon as practicable after the 
building work is completed.  If no application for Code Compliance Certificate is made 
then the Council must decide whether to issue a Code Compliance Certificate at the expiry 
of two years after the date the building consent was issued.  Accordingly if all the building 
work has not been completed, an extension of time can be applied for. 
 
 
 
Applications for extension of time must be in the prescribed form (PS-121) and signed by 
the land owner (or authorized agent).  There is a fee for considering the application.  
 
 


