
 

 

Consultation name: Freedom Camping public survey 

Type: Pre-consultation 

Dates opened/ closed: 10–30 April 2025 

Webpage: http://www.timaru.govt.nz/freedomcampingsurvey  

CM folder/s: F15964 and F15975 

Contact for more information: Brendan Madley 

 

The following Privacy Statement applies to responses/ information received during this 
consultation. Officers need to familiarise themselves and adhere to it when using this 
information. 

 

All feedback is public information and will be included on Council’s website and/or in 
public documents located at Council offices and Libraries/Service Centres. This will 
include your name and, if applicable, the organisation you represent.   

The contact information (phone number and/or email address and/or postal address) 
that you provide will be accessible to and used by Council staff only for feedback 
administration purposes; it will not be made publicly available. However, the content of 
any attachments that you provide with your feedback - including any private and 
contact information - may not be redacted.  

 
Please contact us via submission@timdc.govt.nz if you have any questions about this, 
before providing your feedback.  

 
All information is held by Council in accordance with the Privacy Act 2020. You have the 
right to access and correct personal information.  

 
Nothing in this Privacy Statement overrides, or will prevent Council meeting its 
obligations under, the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987, 
or any other relevant legislation. 
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The current freedom camping situation

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester Bridge

N/A - have not freedom camped in the Timaru District

Other

Select all that apply. The list below contains the sites that Council currently encourages freedom camping at, and Caroline Bay (previous designated
freedom camping sites were converted to paid overnight parking in 2024). If you select Other, please state where you have freedom camped.

Where have you freedom camped in the Timaru District?6.

What do you most enjoy about freedom camping in the Timaru District?7.

What do you consider are the benefits of freedom camping and freedom campers for the Timaru District?8.

Have you experienced or are you aware of any of the following problems caused by freedom campers at any of these sites? 9.

(1) Negative
impact on
physical

area/
environment

(2) Negative
impact on
health and
safety of
people

visiting the
area

(3) Negative
impact on

public
access to/
use of the

area

Both 1 and 2 Both 1 and 3 Both 2 and 3 All

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other site
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Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay
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O'Neills
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Winchester
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Other
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Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

Work with NZMCA

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other
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Please break any problems down by site, and detail any site or problem not listed above in Q9. Include to what extent you are confident that any
problems are caused by freedom campers instead of non-freedom campers.

Please tell us more about any problems you have experienced or are aware of.10.

Please tell us whether have you noticed if any problems are better or worse at any particular time, and whether they are 
getting better or worse over time.

11.

N/A - haven't seen any problems

All of the problems

More than half of the problems

Less than half of the problems

None of the problems

We want to understand how much of what you are telling us may already be known to Council, and how much is new information.

Have you reported any of these problems to Council before?12.

Yes

No

Unsure

See the Q+A section at http://www.timaru.govt.nz/freedomcampingsurvey for more information about what a freedom camping bylaw can and cannot
do.

Reflecting on any problems you have stated and what a bylaw might be able to offer to address these, do you think that the 
Timaru District should have a freedom camping bylaw?

13.

Please tell us why.14.

What are one or two changes that you think would most improve freedom camping in the Timaru District?15.

Is there anything freedom-camping related that you think has worked well in other areas (outside the Timaru District), that 
you would like to see considered here?

16.

In general you guys are doing a great job .. Thanks

If there were to be a bylaw

29/04/2025, 09:14 Freedom Camping public survey

https://forms.microsoft.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=h49dgRdFCEiJhdQe-67eHcWrU1sXM1dMs… 3/5

109



110



111



112



113



114



115



116



117



118



119



120



121



122



123



124



125



126



127



128



129



130



Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

Sorry I am unable to answer this.

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

I think it is awesome that Councils provide freedom camping locations. It is great to visit and explore new towns, knowing when we arrive there is somewhere
to park.

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other
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Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other
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What sort of freedom camping do you think should be permitted in the following locations?17.

All freedom
camping

Only certified
self-contained

and tenting
Certified self-

contained only Tenting only
No freedom

camping
permitted

Other

This includes if you answered Other or want to give us feedback about sites not listed above. Break down sites in greater detail if needed, e.g. you
might think part of Caroline Bay should allow one type of freedom camping, and another part of Caroline Bay should allow a different type.

Please tell us why you think this.18.

1-2 nights

3-5 nights

6-7 nights

No limit

Other

What do you think is a reasonable maximum number of nights in a row that freedom campers should be allowed to stay in 
a location?

19.

Please also outline here if you think that different sites should have different rules for maximum stays.

Please tell us why you think this.20.

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other site
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Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other
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Please break any problems down by site, and detail any site or problem not listed above in Q9. Include to what extent you are confident that any
problems are caused by freedom campers instead of non-freedom campers.

Please tell us more about any problems you have experienced or are aware of.10.

Please tell us whether have you noticed if any problems are better or worse at any particular time, and whether they are 
getting better or worse over time.

11.

N/A - haven't seen any problems

All of the problems

More than half of the problems

Less than half of the problems

None of the problems

We want to understand how much of what you are telling us may already be known to Council, and how much is new information.

Have you reported any of these problems to Council before?12.

Yes

No

Unsure

See the Q+A section at http://www.timaru.govt.nz/freedomcampingsurvey for more information about what a freedom camping bylaw can and cannot
do.

Reflecting on any problems you have stated and what a bylaw might be able to offer to address these, do you think that the 
Timaru District should have a freedom camping bylaw?

13.

Please tell us why.14.

What are one or two changes that you think would most improve freedom camping in the Timaru District?15.

more places to stay. Toilets provided

Is there anything freedom-camping related that you think has worked well in other areas (outside the Timaru District), that 
you would like to see considered here?

16.

toilets provided

If there were to be a bylaw
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Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

Probably self policing eg people move on if too many already camping there

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other
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Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

I didn't select on this as it is important campers keep at least 3 metre distance to each other. If there was no room at a park we use common sense and move
on. Actually maybe the 3metre rule is a good idea (if not already in place)

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

Maybe experience freedom camping yourself and see what you enjoy and what you don't.. nothing like seeing the world from a different perspective.
Thankyou for offering a survey. :)

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other
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Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

There should be limits but as I'm not familiar with each area I can't comment on the numbers. We have gone to camp in an area where the vans have been
squashed in, this is a real concern for safety, especially if there is a fire in a van!

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

The decision to change the carnival period at Caroline Bay from free camping to paying a charge was a backward step. I have spoken to many campers who
have decidednot to come to Timaru as a result of that decision. These are campers who stayed there every year and spent large amounts of money in the
area.

I do believe campers bring a huge
financial benefit to the area. We are away regularly in our van for long periods of time and always need to buy groceries and fuel, at the very least. Cups of
coffee, cafe food, eateries, tourism, shops also benefit.

Timaru needs more dump stations that are easy to access and are on the right slope to drain tanks.

I suggest you contact the NZMCA National Office to assist you with this.

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other
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What sort of freedom camping do you think should be permitted in the following locations?17.

All freedom
camping

Only certified
self-contained

and tenting
Certified self-

contained only Tenting only
No freedom

camping
permitted

Other

This includes if you answered Other or want to give us feedback about sites not listed above. Break down sites in greater detail if needed, e.g. you
might think part of Caroline Bay should allow one type of freedom camping, and another part of Caroline Bay should allow a different type.

Please tell us why you think this.18.

1-2 nights

3-5 nights

6-7 nights

No limit

Other

What do you think is a reasonable maximum number of nights in a row that freedom campers should be allowed to stay in 
a location?

19.

Please also outline here if you think that different sites should have different rules for maximum stays.

Please tell us why you think this.20.

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills

Te Moana
Gorge

Waitohi Bush

Winchester
Bridge

Other site

29/04/2025, 09:35 Freedom Camping public survey

https://forms.microsoft.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=h49dgRdFCEiJhdQe-67eHcWrU1sXM1dMs… 4/5

430



Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

Not all “freedom campers” are from outside the area. Many residents also use them.
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Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

Arundel Bridge

Caroline Bay

Milford Lagoon

O'Neills
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Bridge

Other
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Should there be limits to the number of freedom campers/vehicles/tents permitted in each location at any one time?21.

Yes No Other

This includes if you answered Other or wish to state a specific number of vehicles/freedom campers/tents for any specific site.

Please tell us why you think this.22.

Someone assess what is reasonable for each area

Is there anything else that you want to say or want us to know?23.

Rather than making rules to stop/ limit freedom camping look at how to facilitate it so it works for most (will never work for all as some people really dislike
freedom campers no matter what)
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environment.   The charges that have been put on for $20 night for a carpark is, in my opinion way to much. $5
would be fair and respectable.  I have heard from 23 couples in my motorhome group who no longer stop in
Timaru. They correctly say this is no longer a Motorhome friendly town as advertised.
I ask you all the please stop thinking of freedom campers as us all being people who stay and don’t contribute
when we stop. If you look at research from MBIE  on how many tourism dollars come into communities, especially
with cycling. If you provide more spaces with a small fee to enable enforcement to check the Self Containment
card IN THE WINDOW then this takes away many of any troublesome people. Your biggest is the classification that
allows non self containment.
I urge to councillors to please retain the vibrant travelling tourism.  If you are going to continue enforcing charges
(this is not freedom camping) maybe give a wavier for your own residents who pay their rates yet can’t enjoy our
own home towns.
NZMCA would be able to give guidance and possibly be able to provide one of their Park Over Properties or Park if
you worked with them? Win win
Thank you
Colleen Fairbairn
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they are looking for somewhere to stay. The longer they stay put the more they spend and councils who ignore
these travelers lose the income to businesses in those regions that don't accommodate their needs, which
doesn't include being told to go stay in a camp as camps don't want their campers to go outside the camp as
they want them to spend their money inside the camp grounds, plus any monies spent in camp grounds comes
off the available money to spend elsewhere in the region.
 Freedom camping in NZ is a right of all NZers and whilst we understand it can't be totally open around
residential areas it's still a requirement that the councils make available areas of pleasurable and scenic value
available to csc freedom camping travelers. There are many retired persons using larger motorhomes now as
these are easy to move, and spend time in, but are not suitable for carparks, so require larger areas to park in.
Most travelers prefer 3 night stays as this allows time to arrive then spend a couple of days visiting and
shopping in the areas around the district, 2 days doesn't do this as it's forcing people to move on quickly with
no time to relax and enjoy their stay. Due to this, many don't visit districts that have these, and more, restrictions
like Auckland, Queenstown, and Wanaka as examples. 
In closing councils have a duty to their businesses who pay rates to help make their region a place where people
want to visit and spend money, therefore by not suppling quality and quantity freedom camping areas to
accommodate the real needs for these travelers they are failing their business rate payers. Each traveler the
council turns away from their region is a part loss in a $250 million plus retail trade spent just by these travelers.
Please consider as open a policy as possible for all concerned. 
Thank you for your time. 
Peter 
NZMCA 15 year member..
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