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NATURAL HAZARDS 
Introduction 
The Timaru District is framed by hills and mountains to the west and a coastline to the east, connected 
by expansive plains that are bounded by the Rangitata River to the north and the Pareora/Pureora River 
to the south. The plains themselves are crossed by other smaller but significant rivers. 

Due to its location and geology the District is subject to a range of natural hazards including river flooding, 
coastal erosion and coastal flooding, overland flows, slope instability, earthquakes, liquefaction and 
tsunami. Flooding is a particular issue for the dDistrict with frequent flood events impacting large areas. 
Due to climate change, the risk profile associated with wild fires is expected to increase generally across 
many parts of the dDistrict.1 Climate change is also likely to have significant implications for the District in 
terms of water shortages and ongoing water security issues and effects on food security.2 

The purpose of this chapter is to protect people, Rregionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure and property within 
the District from the worst effects of natural hazards and minimise the need for emergency services in 
hazard events, recognising that there may be occasions when some damage and loss of property cannot 
be avoided. It also intends to reduce the adverse effects of existing risks by controlling the re-
establishment of buildings and structures in areas subject to flood hazards.   

The Natural Hazards chapter contains policy direction to address the management of risk from non-
coastal natural hazards throughout the District. Natural hazards that are solely coastal hazards are 
addressed within the Coastal Environment. This chapter covers both coastal and non-coastal natural 
hazards.  In some instances, natural hazard risk is a result of combined hazards (such as coastal, pluvial 
and fluvial flooding).  The District Plan does not address managed retreat as it is unlikely to be achieved 
through it, but other actions are included so they can be considered through a resource consent process.3  

This chapter and associated planning map overlays identify a range of natural hazards and the level of 
risk they pose and applies rules to avoid risk to development and activities within areas that have been 
identified as high risk (both scale and probability) from natural hazards. A precautionary approach has 
been taken to areas where it is difficult to map different levels of flood risk and accordingly large areas, 
particularly of the General Rural Zone, are identified as a Flood Assessment Areas Overlay. Therefore, 
some types of natural hazards may be mapped within the District Pplan (e.g. such as earthquake fault 
awareness areas high flood risk areas),4 and others may be identified through either mapping or a 
certification approach within the Flood Assessment Area Overlay (e.g. such as high hazard areas and5 
overland flowpaths). 

Being located on the coast, the Port of Timaru is subject to sea water inundation and tsunami risk.  In 
recognition of its particular locational requirements interfacing with the sea, separate specific provisions 
are provided for the Port Zone. No other natural hazard provisions apply unless otherwise specified in the 
provisions. For the purposes of this chapter, only Objective NH-O46 and Policy NH-P1114 apply in the 
Port Zone.6 

Some hazards are only addressed at a policy level with related rules either included in a different chapter 
(for example, in relation to land stability and subsidence) or outside the District Plan (tsunami). Regulation 
57 of the National Environmental Standards for Telecommunication Facilities 20167 (NESTF) specifically 
disapplies District Plan natural hazard provisions from telecommunication structures which are regulated 
under that standard.  Therefore, the natural hazards provisions in this chapter do not apply to 
telecommunications infrastructure regulated under this standard.8    

 
1 TDC [42.30] 
2 Hort NZ [254.51] 
3 Clause 16(2) as part of merging the natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
4 Kāinga Ora [229.39] 
5 Clause 16(2) 
6 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various]  
7 Schedule 1, cl16(2) 
8 Connexa [176.60], Spark [208.60], Chorus [209.60] and Vodafone [210.60] and the evidence of Mr Anderson dated 
9 April (paragraph 17) 
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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change projections have been included in the modelling that 
underlies this chapter and therefore is provided for in the rules and standards applied. 

As required by the CRPS Canterbury Regional Policy Statement (Chapter 11): 

1. the control of the use of land for natural hazard management within the beds of lakes and rivers 
is within the jurisdiction of the CRC Canterbury Regional Council;9 and 

2. the coastal erosion rules in this District Plan only apply in the coastal erosion areas shown on the 
planning map, and are landward of the coastal erosion hazard zones shown in the Regional 
Coastal Environment Plan (RCEP). All other coastal erosion planning rules are contained within 
the RCEP.10 
 

Objectives 
NH-O1 Areas subject to natural hazards  

Risk to human life and significant risk to property, from natural hazards is: 
1. avoided in high hazard areas that are outside of urban zoned areas;11 and 
2.  avoided or mitigated in high hazard areas that are within urban zoned areas;12 and 
3.  avoided or mitigated elsewhere in all other areas13 to an acceptable level. 

NH-OX2 Coastal hazards  

People, buildings and structures are protected from unacceptable risks arising from coastal 
hazards, including those exacerbated by climate change.1415 

NH-O23 Regionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure 

Risk from natural hazards to Rregionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure is managed by locating located16 
outside of high hazard areas where practicable. 

NH-O34 Natural hazard mitigation works 

Natural hazard mitigation works reduce risks to people and property, with a preference for the use of 
natural features and buffers where practicable.17 

NH-OY5 Natural defences features and buffers18 

Natural features Natural defences and buffers are protected, restored or enhanced retained and used 
for coastal hazard management, in preference to natural hazard mitigation works hard engineering 
natural hazard mitigation works, 19 wherever appropriate.2021  

NH-O46 Adaptive management at the Port 22 

Recognise that the Port  of Timaru Zone is subject to natural hazards and provide for its the ongoing 
use of the Port of Timaru and activities with an operational need or functional need for their co-
location with the Port, while managing natural hazards risk appropriately.   

 
  

 
9 ECan [183.131 and 183.142] and the evidence of Ms Irvine dated 9 April, paragraphs 52 to 61).   
10 Clause 16(2) 
11 Silver Fern Farms [177.22], Alliance Group [173.19] and Tosh Prodanov [117.1]. 
12 Silver Fern Farms [177.22], Alliance Group [173.19] and Tosh Prodanov [117.1]. 
13 Clause 16(2) 
14 Forest and Bird [156.145], Dir. General Conservation [166.101] and ECan [183.114]. 
15 Clause 16(2) as part of merging the coastal natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
16 Transpower [159.60]  
17 PrimePort [175.28] and Timaru District Holdings [186.14] 
18 Forest and Bird [156.146], Dir. General Conservation [166.102] 
19 Clause 16(2) 
20 Forest and Bird [156.146], Dir. General Conservation [166.102] 
21 Clause 16(2) as part of merging the natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
22 PrimePort [175.28] and Timaru District Holdings [186.14] 
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Policies 
NH-P1 Identification of natural hazards and approach to management within Nnatural 

Hhazard Aareas23 

Identify and map areas potentially24 subject to natural hazards, taking into consideration the effects of 
climate change, and apply through rules a risk-based approach to the management of subdivision, use 
and development based on the following: 

1. the type of natural hazard that applies; and 
2. the level and severity of risk to people and property from the natural hazard; and 
3. the sensitivity of activities to loss of life or damage to property from a natural hazard; and 
4. the ability for communities to recover after a natural hazard event; and 
5. for the Māori Purpose Zone, the extent to which managing the risk compromises the purpose for 

which the Māori Purpose Zone MPZ was created and the anticipated activities within the zZone, 
and the outcome of any consultation with mana whenua.25  

NH-P2 Consideration of tsunami risk 

Encourage the consideration of the potential effects of inundation by tsunami when considering the 
location of activities where evacuation may be difficult, such as new educational facilities, health care 
facilities, or aged care activities in areas at risk from tsunami events. 

NH-P3 Role of natural features and vegetation in hazard mitigation 

1. Outside of the Ccoastal Eenvironment, Pprotect, maintain and restore where appropriate, natural 
topographic features and vegetation, including native vegetation2627 habitat28 that assists with 
avoiding or mitigating the risk to people and significant risk to property from natural hazards; and 

2. Within the Ccoastal Eenvironment, protect, and maintain restore or enhance natural defences where 
appropriate, including natural topographic features and vegetation, that assist in avoiding or 
mitigating the risk to human life and property from coastal hazards, and where practicable restore 
such features and vegetation.29  

NH-P4 Subdivision, use and development in Flood Assessment Areas, excluding high 
hazard areas and overland flowpaths30  

Enable subdivision, use and development (excluding Rregionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure) in areas 
subject to inundation by a 0.5% AEP flood event provided that: 

1. it is not likely to suffer significant damage in a flood event; and 
2. it will not significantly affect the functioning of the flood plain; and 
3. it will not generate the need for new or upgraded public natural hazard mitigation works to 

mitigate or avoid the natural hazard; and 
4. for natural hazard sensitive buildings,31 a minimum floor level above the 0.5% AEP design flood 

level can be achieved; and 
5. for major hazard facilities will not be inundated, there is no risk of hazardous substances entering 

the environment;32 significant adverse effects on people and property are avoided; and 
6. increased risk on other sites, including through floodwater displacement and diversion33, is 

avoided as a priority and where this is not practicable, will be appropriately mitigated. 

NH-P5 Subdivision and Regionally significant Infrastructure34 in Liquefaction 
Awareness Areas 

 
23 Clause 16(2) 
24 Clause 10(2)(b) ECan [183.38] 
25 Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu [185.19], Waipopo Huts [189.48], Te Kotare Trust [115.1] 
26 Panel Decision Report, Part 8, Section 2.19.1. 
27 Crossman evidence for OWL [181] paras 4.1 to 4.3 
28 Forest and Bird [156.87] 
29 Clause 16(2) as part of merging the coastal natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
30 ECan [183.38] 
31 ECan [183.33] 
32 BP Oil et al [196.50], PrimePort [175.29] and Timaru District Holdings [186.15] 
33 Clause 16(2) 
34 Transpower [159.61]  
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Require subdivision and Regionally Significant Infrastructure in Liquefaction Awareness Areas to apply 
appropriate measures to avoid or, where avoidance is not reasonably practicable due to the functional 
needs of the activity, mitigate risks to people and property. Require the liquefaction risk in the 
Liquefaction Awareness Area Overlay to be identified and appropriately remedied or mitigated.35  

NH-P6 Subdivision and Regionally Significant Infrastructure36 in Earthquake Fault 
Awareness Areas  

Require subdivision and Regionally Significant Infrastructure37 in the Earthquake Fault (Subdivision)38 
Awareness Areas oOverlay to be designed or located in a way that enables activities to avoids or, 
where avoidance is not reasonably practicable due to the functional need or operational needs39 of the 
activity, mitigates risks to people and property. 

NH-P7 Slope stability and subsidence risk 

Require subdivision, use and development in areas subject to risks of slope instability and subsidence 
to demonstrate the appropriateness of the site for subdivision, use or development in a way that can 
avoid significant hazard risks to people and property and appropriately mitigate other risks. 

NH-P8 Overland Flowpaths40 

Require subdivision, use and development in overland flowpaths to: 
1. maintain the function of the overland flowpath; and 
2. minimise any increased or new risk from flooding on surrounding properties. 

NH-P98 Natural hazard mitigation works 

Natural hazard mitigation works: 
1. undertaken by or on behalf of41 the Crown, CRC Canterbury Regional Council or the Council are 

enabled, where community scale hazard mitigation is necessary to protect existing communities 
from natural hazard risk which cannot reasonably be avoided, and any adverse effects on the 
identified values and qualities of Outstanding Natural Landscapes (ONLs), Outstanding Natural 
and Features (ONFs), the Ccoastal Eenvironment, Visual Amenity Landscapes (VALs), 
Significant Natural Areas (SNAs), High Naturalness Waterbodies Areas (HNWB), Sites of 
Significance to Māori (SASM), Hhistoric Hheritage, cultural, and archaeological areas sites,42 
riparian margins and Nnotable Ttrees are mitigated; or 

2. not undertaken by or on behalf of43 the Crown, CRC Canterbury Regional Council or the Council, 
will only be acceptable where: 

a. the natural hazard risk cannot otherwise be reasonably avoided; and 
b. consideration has been given to alternative solutions such as the relocation, removal or 

abandonment of existing uses, buildings and structures and all alternatives are not 
economically viable; and 

c. any adverse effects arising from the construction or operation of the works on the identified 
values and qualities of ONLs, ONFs, Outstanding Landscapes and Features, the Ccoastal 
Eenvironment, VALs Visual Amenity Landscapes, SNAs Significant Natural Areas, HNWB 
High Naturalness Waterbodies Areas, SASM Sites of Significance to Māori, historic 
heritage, cultural, and archaeological areas sites,44  riparian margins and Nnotable Ttrees 
are avoided, remedied, or mitigated in accordance with the objectives and policies 
provisions45 in those Cchapters; and 

 
35 ECan [183.34] 
36 Transpower [159.62] 
37 Transpower [159.62] 
38 Clause 16(2) 
39 Waka Kotahi [143.68] 
40 ECan [183.38] 
41 Clause 16(2) 
42 Clause 10(2)(b) of Heritage NZ [114.3] 
43 Clause 16(2) 
44 Clause 10(2)(b) of Heritage NZ [114.3] 
45 ECan [183.128] – consequential amendment to align with rule exclusions 
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d. the construction or operation of the natural hazard mitigation works will avoid or acceptably 
mitigate not lead to 46 any increased or new risk from flooding ton human life and property. 

NH-P947 Hard engineering natural hazard mitigation works48 within the Ccoastal 
Eenvironment  

Only allow hard engineering natural hazard mitigation works within the coastal environment that 
reduces the risk of natural hazards when: 

1. soft engineering measures would not provide an appropriate level of protection and it can be 
demonstrated that there are no other reasonable alternatives; and 

2. the construction of hard engineering measures will not increase the risk from coastal hazards on 
adjacent sites properties that are not protected by the hard engineering measures; and 

3. where managed retreat has not been adopted and there is an immediate a demonstrated clear49 
risk to life or property from the natural hazard; and 

4. it minimises avoids50 the modification or alteration of natural defences and systems in a way that 
would compromise their function as natural defences; and 

5. other significant adverse effects on natural defences and systems from those measures are 
avoided, and any other non-significant51 adverse effects are avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

NH-P10 High Hhazard Aareas 

Avoid subdivision, use and development (excluding Rregionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure) in, mapped 
or identified high hazard areas, unless: 

1. it is a building or structure52 that is not a natural hazard sensitive building activity53 or is unlikely 
to suffer damage; or 

2. it can be demonstrated that the risks of the natural hazard can be mitigated so that:  
a. in the event of a natural hazard, there is likely to be no loss of life or serious injury or and 

any built development is not likely to suffer significant property54 damage or loss; and 
b. it will not require new or upgraded public natural hazard mitigation works to mitigate the 

natural hazard; and 
c. it is not likely to exacerbate the potential effects of the natural hazard on adjoining or 

surrounding land; and 
d. it does not increase reliance on emergency services in a hazard event; or 

3. it is located within an existing urban zoned area and the risks of the natural hazard are avoided or 
mitigated.55    

NH-P11 Regionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure in Nnatural Hhazard Aareas56 

Only allow1.  Outside of coastal hazard areas, Rregionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure in Natural 
Hazard Areas where: 
a. can only locate within high hazard areas where it has an operational need or functional need for the 

location and there are no feasible alternative locations; and  
b. for other all57 natural hazard areas:  
2. i. it is designed to maintain its integrity and function during and after a natural hazard event, or it is 

able to be readily re-instated after a natural hazard event; and 
3.ii. it is designed and located to ensure that it will not exacerbate the risks or potential adverse effects 

of the natural hazard on surrounding land;58and  

 
46 Silver Fern Farms [172.27] and Alliance Group [173.24] 
47 Clause 16(2) as part of merging the coastal natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
48 Clause 16(2) 
49 Tosh Prodanov [117.3], 
50 Silver Fern Farms [172.88] 
51 Silver Fern Farms [172.88] 
52 Silver Fern Farms [172.28] and Alliance Group [173.25] 
53 Clause 16(2) 
54 Silver Fern Farms [172.28] and Alliance Group [173.25] 
55 Rangitata Dairies [44.2], Silver Fern Farms [177.22], Alliance Group [173.19] and Tosh Prodanov [117.1] and 
various submissions from Waipopo Huts Trust and Te Kotare Trust  
56 Clause 16(2) 
57 Transpower [159.63] – amendment to correct the wording, as intended in the s42A report (paragraph 7.24.6) 
58 Transpower [159.63] for all these changes. 
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2. Within coastal hazard areas, only allow Rregionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure, including the Port of 
Timaru,59 in areas subject to coastal hazards where: 

a. there is a functional need or operational need for it to locate there; and 
b. it will not create more than minor adverse coastal hazard effects on adjoining or surrounding 

land.60  

NH-P12 61 Activities in coastal hazard areas (excluding Rregionally Ssignificant 
Iinfrastructure) 

1. In non-urban zoned62 areas, avoid subdivision, use and development within the Coastal Erosion 
Overlay and Sea Water Inundation Overlay where there is a new or increased risk of loss of life, 
or significant damage to structures or property; and 

2. Within existing urban zoned63 areas, avoid increasing the risk of social, economic, or 
environmental harm from coastal natural hazards.  

NH-P13 64 Identifying coastal hazards 

Identify coastal hazard areas on the planning maps, and take a risk-based approach taking account of 
climate change,65 to the management of subdivision, use and development based on the following: 

1. the sensitivity of the activity or use to loss of life, potential damage from a coastal natural hazard, 
the need for reliance on emergency services, and the ability for the activity or use to recover after 
a coastal natural hazard; and 

2. the likelihood of adverse effects on people and property from a coastal natural hazard; and 
3. the impact on the wider community from the loss of, or damage to, the activity or use. 

NH-P111466 PORTZ Port Zone  67 

Provide for the continued operation and development of the Port of Timaru and activities in the PORTZ 
Port Zone which have an operational need or functional need for their co-location with the Port by:  
1. ensuring buildings, structures and earthworks do not exacerbate the risks or potential adverse 

effects of the natural hazard on surrounding land; and 
2. requiring natural hazard sensitive buildings to be flood resilient or relocatable; and  
3. providing for natural hazard mitigation works to protect existing activities, property and 

infrastructure from natural hazard risk which cannot reasonably be avoided, and any adverse 
effects from the works are mitigated to the extent practicable. 

 
Rules 

Note: Activities not listed in the rules of this chapter are classified as a permitted under this chapter. 
For certain activities, consent may be required by rules in more than one chapter in the District Plan. 
Unless expressly stated otherwise by a rule, consent is required under each of those rules. The steps 
plan users should take to determine what rules apply to any activity, and the status of that activity, are 
provided in Part 1, HPW — How the Plan Works - General Approach. 

For the purposes of this chapter, activities in the PORTZ Port Zone are only subject to the PORTZ-
specific rules and NH-R1A2, NH-R3449 and NH-R4A6 NH-RX and NH-RX.68  These PORTZ Port Zone 

 
59 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] 
60 Clause 16(2) as part of merging the coastal natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
61 Clause 16(2) as part of merging the coastal natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
62 Waipopo Huts [189.48], Te Kotare Trust [115.1], Silver Fern Farms [177.22] and Alliance Group [173.19] 
63 Waipopo Huts [189.48], Te Kotare Trust [115.1], Silver Fern Farms [177.22] and Alliance Group [173.19] 
64 Clause 16(2) as part of merging the coastal natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
65 Dir. General Conservation [166.108] and Forest and Bird [156.151] 
66 Clause 16(2) renumbering as part of merging the coastal natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards 
chapter 
67 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] 
68 Clause 16(2) renumbering as part of merging the coastal natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards 
chapter 
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specific rules do not cover Mmajor Hhazardous Ffacilities and Hhazardous Ffacilities in the PORTZ 
Port Zone, which are covered by the Hazardous Substances Chapter.69 

For the purposes of NH-R34 Natural hazard mitigation works, the rules in the Ecosystems and 
Indigenous Biodiversity ECO, Natural Character NATC, Natural Features and Landscapes NFL and 
Sites and Areas of Significance to Māori SASM chapters do not apply.70 

The control of the use of land for natural hazard management within the beds of lakes and rivers is 
within the jurisdiction of the CRC Canterbury Regional Council. The rules in this chapter therefore do 
not apply within the beds of lakes and rivers.71 

NH-R1 Buildings, structures and Eearthworks outside the Port Zone72, excluding land 
disturbance and for natural hazard mitigation works and its associated land 
disturbance under NH-R3473  

Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay  
  
High Hazard 
Area 
Overlay74 
 
  

Activity status: Permitted 
  
Where: 
  
PER-1 

If the area is subject to flooding in a 0.5% 
AEP rainfall, NH-S2 is complied with; and75 
  
PER-2 
If a Flood Risk Certificate for the site has 
been issued in accordance with NH-S1, 
and the certificate states that the activity is 
not located on land that is within an 
overland flowpath.  
 
PER-1 
Where a site is located within the 
Overland Flowpath Assessment Area 
Overlay, a Flood Risk Assessment 
Certificate for the site has been issued in 
accordance with NH-S1, and the 
certificate states that the activity is not 
located on land that is within an overland 
flowpath; and76 
 
 
PER-2 
Buildings, structures and earthworks will 
not create or increase the diversion or 
displacement of floodwater worsen 
flooding on another site property that is 
not held in the same ownership through 
the diversion or displacement of flood 

Activity status where compliance not 
achieved with PER-1: Restricted 
Discretionary 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
The relevant matters of discretion of any 
infringed standard.  
 
Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with PER-2: Restricted 
Discretionary 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. any adverse effects on the rate of 
flow and direction of overland 
flowpath(s); and 

2.   any adverse effects on property 
from blockage of or disturbance to 
the overland flow path(s); and79 

2. any increased flood risk for 
people, property, or public 
spaces, including from blockage 
of or disturbance to the overland 
flowpath(s), or displacement or 
diversion of floodwater;80; and 

3.   the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures.81  

 
69 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] 
70 ECan [183.5], [183.77], [183.76], [183.85], [183.86], [183.90], [183.91] 
71 OWL [181.48] and [181.54]  
72 Clause 16(2) as part of merging the coastal natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
73 ECan [183.38] 
74 Kāinga Ora [229.39] 
75 Dairy Holdings [89.6], Rangitata Dairies [44.3], Silver Fern Farms [172.29], Alliance Group [173.26], ECan 
[183.38] 
76 ECan [183.38] and clause 16(2) 
79 ECan [183.27] – combining matter of discretion 2 and 3.  
80 ECan [183.38] 
81 ECan [183.38] 
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water in all events up to and including a 
0.5% AEP event, except that this shall not 
apply to buildings, structures or 
earthworks authorised by a building 
consent.77   
 
 
Notes:  
1. A Flood Risk Assessment Certificate 
issued in accordance with NH-S1 will 
identify if the site is subject to flooding in 
events up to and including a 0.5% AEP 
flood event. 
 
2. When considering The assessment of 
flooding effects should take into account, 
the cumulative effects of climate change 
over the next 100 years (based on latest 
national guidance) and all sources of 
flooding (including fluvial, pluvial, and 
coastal) must be accounted for. 
 
3. This rule applies in addition to all the 
remaining chapter rules.78 

NH-RX 
NH-R1A2 

New buildings, structures and earthworks in the PORTZ Port Zone82 

Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay  
 
Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay83 
 
 
  

Activity status: Permitted 
 
Where: 
 
PER-1 
Buildings, structures and earthworks will 
not create or increase the diversion or 
displacement of floodwater worsen 
flooding on another site property that is 
not held in the same ownership through 
the diversion or displacement of flood 
water in all events up to and including a 
0.5% AEP event, except that this shall not 
apply to buildings, structures or 
earthworks authorised by a building 
consent.84   
 
 
Note:  
1. A Flood Assessment Certificate issued 
in accordance with NH-S1 will identify if 
the site is subject to flooding in events up 

Activity status whenre compliance is 
not achieved: Restricted Discretionary 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. any adverse effects on the rate of 
flow and direction of overland 
flowpath(s); and 

2.   any adverse effects on property 
from blockage of or disturbance 
to the overland flowpath(s), or 
displacement or diversion of 
floodwater; and 

2. any increased flood risk for 
people, property, or public 
spaces, including from blockage 
of or disturbance to the overland 
flowpath(s), or displacement or 
diversion of floodwater; and86 

3.   the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

4. the benefits of or necessity for the 
proposed building, structure or 
earthworks.  

 
77 ECan [183.38] 
78 Clause 16(2) 
82 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] 
83 ECan [183.133] – consequential addition given the additional Coastal Erosion Overlay identified at the Port, as 
identified in the evidence of Mr Walsh dated 9 April, at paragraph 80. Clause 16(2) amendment to include NH-RX 
renumbered as NH-R1A, as part of merging the natural hazards provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
84 ECan [183.38] 
86 ECan [183.27] – combining matter of discretion 2 and 3 
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to and including a 0.5% AEP flood 
event.85 
 
2. wWhen considering flooding effects, the 
cumulative effects of climate change over 
the next 100 years (based on latest 
national guidance) and all sources of 
flooding (including fluvial, pluvial, and 
coastal) must be accounted for. 
  

NH-R2387 
 

Land disturbance 

Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay  
 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay 

Activity Status: Permitted Activity status when compliance not 
achieved with: Not applicable 

NH-R2 Fences88 

Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay  
  

Activity status: Permitted 
 
Where: 
 
PER-1 
At least 70% of the surface area of the 
fence is permeable above ground; or  
 
PER-2 
A Flood Risk Assessment89 Certificate for 
the site has been issued in accordance 
with NH-S1, and the certificate states that 
the activity is not located on land that is 
within an overland flowpath. 

Activity status where compliance not 
achieved: Restricted Discretionary 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. the type of fencing and materials 
proposed and the potential to 
obstruct water flow; and 

2. any potential adverse effects of 
diverting or blocking overland 
flowpath(s), including upstream and 
downstream flood risks; and 

3. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces; and 

4. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures. 

NH-R34 Natural hazard mitigation works - maintenance, replacement and upgrading 
including associated earthworks and incidental vegetation removal90 
Note: This rule does not apply to natural hazard mitigation works only involving 
the planting of vegetation91 

1 
Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay  
  

Activity status: Permitted 
  
Where: 
  
PER-1 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with PER-1104, PER-2, PER-3 
or PER-4: Restricted Discretionary 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

 
85 Clause 16(2) - to include the Rule Note from the equivalent NH-R1 
87 Clause 16(2) - as part of merging the natural hazards and coastal hazards provisions  
88 Dairy Holdings [89.6], Rangitata Dairies [44.3], Silver Fern Farms [172.29], Alliance Group [173.26], ECan 
[183.38] and Joseph Rooney [177.15], Peter Bonifacio [36.15], Hort NZ [245.55] and ECan [183.39] 
89 ECan [183.26] 
90 ECan [183.40] 
91 Clause 16(2) 
104 ECan [183.40] 
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High Hazard 
Area 
Overlay92 
  
Coastal 
Environment 
Area 
Overlay93 
 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay94 95  

The natural hazard mitigation works only 
involve the maintenance, reinstatement, or 
planting of vegetation; 96 or 
 
PER-12 
The activity is undertaken by or on behalf 
of the Crown, CRC Canterbury Regional 
Council, or the Council and is limited to 
the maintenance, replacement or 
upgrading of existing Crown, Council or 
CRC Canterbury Regional Council natural 
hazard mitigation works, including those 
within the full footprint of river control 
schemes; and or97 
 
PER-1 3 
The activity is limited to the maintenance, 
replacement or upgrading of existing 
natural hazard mitigation works that: 
1. The natural hazard mitigation works is 

occur98 within 25m of the existing 
alignment or location vertically and 
horizontally of existing natural hazard 
mitigation works;99 and 

2. do not increase tThe footprint of the 
existing100 natural hazard mitigation 
works is not increased by more than 
25%; or 

  
PER-3 4 
The activity is undertaken by or on behalf 
of the Port of Timaru Crown, Canterbury 
Regional Council, or the Council, or and is 
limited to the maintenance of existing 
natural hazard mitigation works within 
310m of PREC712 - the Port Operational 
Area Precinct;101 and or 
 
PER-4 
If the site is subject to flooding in a 0.5% 
AEP rainfall event, NH-S2 is complied 
with. 102 

1. the likely effectiveness of the natural 
hazard mitigation works and the 
need for them; and 

2. the extent of any adverse social, 
cultural and environmental effects, 
including from indigenous 
vegetation clearance, vegetation 
planting, and earthworks on any 
sensitive environments, including 
SNAs significant natural areas, 
natural character areas, riparian 
margins, SASM sites and areas of 
significance to Māori and within any 
ONF or ONL overlay;105 and 

3. any potential adverse effects of 
diverting or blocking overland flow 
path(s), including upstream and 
downstream flood risks; and106 

4. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, infrastructure107 or public 
spaces, including from blockage of 
or disturbance to overland 
flowpath(s);108 and 

4. the extent to which alternative 
locations and options for the natural 
hazard mitigation works have been 
considered and the merits of those; 
and 

5. any positive effects of the proposal 
on the community; and 

6. the matters set out in NH-P8.109  
 
 
Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with PER-4 PER-1 PER-5: 
Restricted Discretionary110 
 
Where: 
 
RDIS-1  
Any new natural hazard mitigation works 
are undertaken by or on behalf of the 

 
92 Kāinga Ora [229.39] 
93 Clause 16(2) – from CE-R9 - as part of merging the natural hazards and coastal provisions 
94 ECan [183.128] 
95 Clause 16(2) – from CE-R9 - as part of merging the natural hazards and coastal provisions  
96 ECan [183.40] 
97 ECan [183.40] 
98 Clause 16(2) 
99 Clause 16(2) 
100 Clause 16(2) 
101 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] and clause 16(2).  See also the evidence of 
Mr Walsh dated 9 April, paragraph 44 
102 Dairy Holdings [89.6], Rangitata Dairies [44.3], Silver Fern Farms [172.29], Alliance Group [173.26] 
105 ECan [183.5], [183.77], [183.76], [183.85], [183.86], [183.90], [183.91] 
106 ECan [183.27] – combining matter of discretion 3 and 4  
107 Waka Kotahi [143.71] 
108 ECan [183.27] – combining matter of discretion 3 and 4 
109 ECan [183.40] 
110 ECan [183.40] 
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PER-5 
The activity is new natural hazard 
mitigation works undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Crown, the CRC Regional 
Council or the Council and is required for 
preventative or remedial measures in 
response to active erosion or flooding, and 
is limited to works that maintain or 
reinstate the pre-existing level of 
protection.103 
 
  

Crown, CRC Regional Council, or the 
Council;. 111  
b. are undertaken by or on behalf of the 

Port of Timaru and are located within 
310m of PREC7;112 

 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. those matters set out for non-
compliance with NH-R34.1. PER-
1, PER-2, or PER-3 or PER-4.   

 
Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with RDIS-1: Discretionary113 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

the relevant matters of discretion 
of any infringed standard.114 

2 
Coastal High 
Natural 
Character Area 
Overlay115 
 
Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay116 
 
 
 
  

Activity status: Restricted 
Discretionary117 
 
Where: 
 
RDIS-1118 
Any new natural hazard mitigation works 
are: 
a. established by or on behalf of the Crown, 
CRC Regional Council, or the Council; or 

119  
b. established by or on behalf of the Port of 
Timaru and are located within 310m of 
PREC712 - the Port Operational Area 
Precinct.120 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to:  

1. those matters set out for non-
compliance with NH-R34.1, PER-1, 
PER-2, or PER-3 or PER-4. 121 

Activity status whenre compliance is 
not achieved: Discretionary  
  

NH-R45 Natural hazard sensitive buildings outside the Port Zone activities122 other than 
Regionally Significant Infrastructure123 or structures124  and additions to such 
activities or structures with a ground floor area of 30m2 or more125 126  

 
103 ECan [183.40] and [183.41] 
111 ECan [183.128] 
112 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] 
113 ECan [183.40] 
114 ECan [183.40]  
115 ECan [183.128] 
116 ECan [183.128] 
117 Clause 16(2) – merge from CE-R9.2 as part of the natural hazards and coastal hazards provision merge 
118 ECan [183.128] 
119 ECan [183.128] 
120 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] 
121 ECan [183.128] 
122 Clause 16(2) 
123 This inclusion is not needed as RSI is excluded from the definition of Natural Hazard Sensitive Buildings. 
124 Road Metals [169.15] and Fulton Hogan [170.16] Dairy Holdings [89.6] 
125 Clause 10(2)(b) amendment as the 30m2 threshold is proposed to be included in the definition of “natural hazard 
sensitive buildings”.  
126 ECan [183.38] for all changes, except where separately identified 
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1 
Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
within Uurban 
Zzoned 
Aareas127 
  

 
Note: if the new building, structure or 
extension on the ground floor is less than 
30m2, see NH-R7. 128 
  
Activity status: Permitted 
  
Where: 
  
PER-1 
Tthe natural hazard sensitive building 
complies with129 is built to the minimum 
finished floor level specified in an existing 
consent notice that is less than five years 
old; or 
  
PER-2 
A Flood Risk Assessment130 Certificate for 
the natural hazard sensitive131 activity has 
been issued in accordance with NH-S1 
and the building complies with the 
minimum floor level specified in the Flood 
Assessment Certificate.132; and 
  
PER-3 
The Flood Risk Certificate issued under 
PER-2 states that the activity is not 
located on land that is within an overland 
flowpath; and133 
  
PER-4 
The Flood Risk Certificate issued under 
PER-2 states that the activity is not 
located on land that is identified as a High 
Hazard Area; and134 
  
PER-5 
The Flood Risk Certificate issued under 
PER-2 states either: 

1. the activity is located on land that is 
not subject to flooding in a 0.5% 
AEP rainfall event; or 

2. the activity is located on land that is 
subject to flooding in a 0.5% AEP 
rainfall event and complies with the 
minimum finished floor level 
requirement for the site.135 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with PER-1 or PER-2 or PER-
4: Non-Complying Restricted 
Discretionary136 
 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. any potential adverse effects of 
diverting or blocking overland flow 
path(s), including upstream and 
downstream flood risks; and137 

2.1. any increased flood risk for 
people, property, or public spaces; 
and 

2. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

3. any operational need or functional 
need for the activity to be 
established in this location; and 

4. the extent to which it will require 
new or upgraded public natural 
hazard mitigation works; and 

5. the extent of any additional reliance 
on emergency services; and 

6. any positive effects of the proposal; 
and 

7. for development within the Māori 
Purpose Zone, the extent to which 
meeting the requirements of the 
rule compromises the purpose for 
which the Māori Purpose Zone MPZ 
was created and the anticipated 
activities within the zZone, and the 
views of mana whenua, if 
provided.138 

 
 
Activity status where compliance not 
achieved with PER-5: Restricted 
Discretionary 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. the nature, design and intended 
use of the proposed building or 
structure; and 

2. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces; and 

 
127 Silver Fern Farms [177.22], Alliance Group [173.19] and Tosh Prodanov [117.1]. 
128 ECan [183.38], [183.42] 
129 Clause 16(2) 
130 ECan [183.26] 
131 Clause 16(2) 
132 ECan [183.42] 
133 ECan [183.42] 
134 Silver Fern Farms [177.22], Alliance Group [173.19] and Tosh Prodanov [117.1]. 
135 ECan [183.38] 
136 Peter Bonifacio [36.16], Waipopo Huts, ECan [183.24] 
137 ECan [183.38] for deleting references to overland flowpaths (which are now in NH-R1) 
138 Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu [185.19], Waipopo Huts [189.48], Te Kotare Trust [115.1] 
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3. proposals to mitigate any risk 
created by non-compliance with the 
minimum floor levels, including risk 
to the health and safety of 
occupants; and 

4. the potential for the activity to 
exacerbate natural hazard risk, 
including to any other sites; and 

5. any increased reliance on 
emergency services; 139  

2 
Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
outside of   
Uurban 
Zzoned 
Aareas140 

Activity status: Permitted 
  
Where: 
  
PER-1 
Tthe natural hazard sensitive building 
complies with the minimum finished floor 
level specified in an existing consent 
notice that is less than five years old; or 
  
PER-2 
A Flood Assessment Certificate for the 
natural hazard sensitive building has been 
issued in accordance with NH-S1 and the 
building complies with the minimum floor 
level specified in the Flood Assessment 
Certificate; and 
  
PER-3 
The Flood Risk Assessment141 Certificate 
issued under PER-2 states that the 
building is not located on land that is 
identified as a high hazard area.  
  

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with PER-1 or PER-2: 
Restricted Discretionary 
 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. any potential adverse effects of 

diverting or blocking overland flow 
path(s), including upstream and 
downstream flood risks; and142 

1. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces; and  

2. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

3. any operational need or functional 
need for the activity to be 
established in this location; and 

4. the extent to which it will require 
new or upgraded public natural 
hazard mitigation works; and 

5. the extent of any additional reliance 
on emergency services; and  

6. any positive effects of the proposal; 
and 

7. for development within the Māori 
Purpose Zone, the extent to which 
meeting the requirements of the 
rule compromises the purpose for 
which the Māori Purpose Zone MPZ 
was created and the anticipated 
activities within the zZone, and the 
views of mana whenua, if 
provided.143 

 
Activity status where compliance not 
achieved with PER-3: Non-complying 

 
139 ECan [183.38] 
140 Peter Bonifacio [36.16], Waipopo Huts, ECan [183.24] 
141 Clause 16(2) 
142 ECan [183.38] for deleting references to overland flowpaths (which is now in NH-R1) 
143 Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu [185.19], Waipopo Huts [189.48], Te Kotare Trust [115.1] 
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3 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay within 
urban 
zoned144 
areas 
 
 
 
 

Activity status: Permitted 
Where: 
  
PER-1 
The new building or extension has a 
maximum ground floor area per site of 
25m2 in any continuous 10-year period 
from 22 September 2022; or145 
  
PER-2 
The ground floor of the new building or 
extension is not to accommodate a natural 
hazard sensitive activity; or146 
  
PER-3 1 
The building or extension natural hazard 
sensitive building147 has a finished floor 
level equal to or higher than the minimum 
floor level as stated in a Flood Risk 
Assessment148 Certificate issued in 
accordance with NH-S1.; or 
  
PER-4  
That part of the building below the 
minimum finished floor level as stated in a 
Flood Risk Certificate issued in 
accordance with NH-S1 is constructed of 
materials that will be water tight and any 
openings below this level must be capable 
of being sealed mechanically.149  
 

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved: Restricted Discretionary 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. the extent to which the proposal 
results in an increased flood risk to 
people, and property and public 
spaces;150 and 

2. whether the extent to which151 the 
building includes natural hazard 
mitigation such as raised floor 
levels above the predicted 
inundation level, hazard tolerant 
materials, or is relocatable; and 

3. the extent to which the building or 
structure has a functional need or 
operational need for its location; 
and 

4. the extent of any positive benefits 
that will result from the proposal; 
and 

5. the extent to which the proposal 
creates natural hazard risks on 
adjacent properties; and152 

6. the extent to which the proposal will 
rely on or require additional 
community scale natural hazard 
mitigation works; and 

7. the extent to which the proposal 
requires any increased reliance on 
emergency services; and 

8. for development within the Māori 
Purpose Zone, the extent to which 
meeting the requirements of the 
rule compromises the purpose for 
which the Māori Purpose Zone MPZ 
was created and the anticipated 
activities within the zZone, and the 
views of mana whenua, if 
provided.153 

 

 

 
144 ECan [183.125], Silver Fern Farms [172.89], Lineage Logistics [107.9] 
145 Simo Enterprises [148.30] and Fenlea Farms [171.23]  
146 Fenlea Farms [171.23] 
147 Simo Enterprises [148.30] and Fenlea Farms [171.23] ECan [183.125] 
148 ECan [183.26] 
149 ECan [183.125] 
150 ECan [183.27] 
151 Clause 16(2) 
152 ECan [183.27] 
153 Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu [185.19], Waipopo Huts [189.48], Te Kotare Trust [115.1] 
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4 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay 
outside of 
urban 
zoned154 
areas 

Activity status: Permitted 
Where:  
  
PER-1 
The new building or extension has a 
maximum ground floor area per site of 
25m2 in any continuous 10-year period 
from 22 September 2022; or 155 
  
PER-2 
The ground floor of the new building or 
extension is not to accommodate a natural 
hazard sensitive activity; or156 
  
PER-3 1 
The building or extension has a finished 
floor level equal to or higher than the 
minimum floor level as stated in a Flood 
Risk Assessment157 Certificate issued in 
accordance with NH-S1; and 
 
PER-2 
The Flood Assessment Certificate issued 
under PER-12 states that the natural 
hazard sensitive building is not located on 
land that is identified as a high hazard 
area.158  
 

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved with PER-1: Restricted 
Discretionary  
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. the extent to which the proposal 
results in an increased risk to 
people, property and public spaces; 
and 

2. the extent to which the building 
includes natural hazard mitigation 
such raised floor levels above the 
predicted inundation level, hazard 
tolerant materials, or is relocatable; 
and 

3. the extent to which the building or 
structure has a functional need or 
operational need for its location; 
and 

4. the extent of any positive benefits 
that will result from the proposal; 
and 

5. the extent to which the proposal will 
rely on or require additional 
community scale natural hazard 
mitigation works; and 

6. the extent to which the proposal 
requires any increased reliance on 
emergency services. 

 
 
Activity status when compliance not 
achieved with PER-2: Non-complying 
 

5 
Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay 
 

Activity status: Restricted 
Discretionary 
  
Except that this rule shall not apply to 
buildings associated with TMTA 
Temporary Military Training Activities that 
are in place for 31 consecutive days or 
less, excluding set-up and pack-out 
activities.159 
 
Where: 
  
RDIS-1 
The activity is an addition or extension160 
to an existing building or structure only; 
and 
  
RDIS-2 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved: Non-complying 

 
154 ECan [183.125], Silver Fern Farms [172.89], Lineage Logistics [107.9] 
155 Simo Enterprises [148.30] and Fenlea Farms [171.23]  
156 Fenlea Farms [171.23] 
157 ECan [183.26] 
158 ECan [183.125] 
159 The New Zealand Defence Force [151.15] 
160 Clause 16(2) 
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The addition or extension has a maximum 
floor area of 3016125m2 established in any 
continuous 10-year period from 22 
September 2022 [insert date Plan 
becomes operative];162 or.  
  
RDIS-3 
The extension is not to accommodate a 
natural hazard sensitive activity. 163 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. the extent to which the proposal 
results in an increased risk to 
people and property, including 
creating natural hazard risks on 
adjacent properties;164 and 

2. whether the building includes hazard 
mitigation; and  

3. the extent to which the building has 
a functional need or operational 
need for its location; and 

4. the extent of any positive benefits 
that will result from the proposal; and 

5. the extent to which the proposal 
creates natural hazard risks on 
adjacent properties; and165 

5. the extent of any adverse effects on 
the amenity values of the coastal 
environment; and 

6. the extent to which the proposal will 
rely on or require additional 
community scale natural hazard 
mitigation works.; and 

7. Tthe risk to the building or structure 
taking into account: 
a. Tthe nature of the building, 

including its materials and ability 
to be relocated; and 

b. Tthe anticipated lifespan of the 
building, structure or activity; 
and 

c. Tthe level of certainty of the 
projected future shoreline, 
including whether the erosion is 
very likely within a medium term 
as opposed to more uncertain 
over a longer-term period.166 

2 
High Hazard 
Area Overlay 

Activity status: Non-complying167 
  

Activity status where compliance not 
achieved: Not applicable  

 
161 ECan [183.125] 
162 ECan [183.125] 
163 Clause 16(2) (this is not needed as the amended activity only applies to Natural Hazard Sensitive Buildings) 
164 ECan [183.27] 
165 ECan [183.27] 
166 ECan [183.109] 
167 Kāinga Ora [229.39] 



NH – Natural Hazards Chapter Decision Version - Technical Review 
 24 February 2026 

 

Page 17 of 30 
Base Plan: 21-Sep-2022 
 

Note: if the new building or extension on 
the ground floor is less than 30m2, see 
NH-R7. 

NH-RX 
NH-R4A6168 

Natural hazard sensitive Bbuildings within the PORTZ Port Zone 169 

Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
 
High Hazard 
Overlay170 
 
 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay  
 
Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay171  

Activity status: Permitted 
 
Where: 
 
PER-1 
The building is built to the minimum 
finished floor level specified in an existing 
consent notice that is less than five years 
old; or 
 
PER-2 
The building activity:172 
 

1. complies with the minimum finished 
floor level requirement for the site as 
specified in a Flood Assessment 
Certificate; or 

2. will be designed and constructed to 
be flood resilient below the minimum 
finished floor level requirement 
specified in a Flood Assessment 
Certificate; or 

3. the building has a footprint smaller 
than 100m2; or  

4.  is relocatable.  

Activity status whenre compliance is 
achieved: Restricted Discretionary 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces; and 

2. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

3. any operational need or functional 
need for the activity to be 
established in this location; and 

4. any increased reliance on 
emergency services; and 

5. any positive effects of the proposal. 

NH-R57 Regionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure - maintenance, repair,173 replacement 
and upgrading 

1 
Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
  

Activity status: Permitted 
  
Where: 
  
PER-1 

The infrastructure: 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved: Restricted Discretionary 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. any adverse effects arising from 
locating the Rregionally Ssignificant 
Iinfrastructure in this location; and 

2. any potential adverse effects of 
diverting or blocking overland 
flowpath(s), including upstream and 

 
168 Clause 16(2) amendment to renumber NH-RX as NH-R1A, as part of merging the coastal natural hazards 
provisions into the Natural Hazards chapter 
169 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] 
170 Kāinga Ora [229.39] 
171 ECan [183.133] – consequential addition given the additional Coastal Erosion Overlay identified at the Port, as 
identified in the evidence of Mr Walsh dated 9 April, at paragraph 80. Inclusion in NH-RX due to natural hazards 
merge 
172 Clause 16(2) 
173 Transpower [159.64] 
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High Hazard 
Area Overlay174 
  
Earthquake 
Fault 
(iInfrastructure 
or fFacilities) 
Awareness Area 
Overlay 

1. is underground infrastructure only;175 
or 

2. is within 520m176 of the existing 
alignment or location; and 
 
PER-2 
The above ground footprint of any 
building or structure the infrastructure177 
is not increased by more than 10%.  

downstream flood risks 178 and 
displacement of floodwater;179 and  

3. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

4. alternative locations for the 
Rregionally Ssignificant 
Iinfrastructure; and 

5. any positive effects of locating the 
Rregionally Ssignificant 
Iinfrastructure at this location; and 

6. the ability for the Rregionally 
Ssignificant Iinfrastructure to be 
efficiently recovered after a hazard 
event; and 

7. the operational need or functional 
need for the activity to be 
established in this location. 

2 
Coastal Erosion 
Overlay  
 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay 

Activity status: Permitted180 
 
Where: 
  
PER-1 
A new building or building extension is 
located outside of the Coastal Erosion 
Overlay and181 has a collective 
maximum additional182 ground floor 
area per site of 200m2 in any 
continuous 10-year period from 22 
September 2022 [insert plan operative 
date];183 or 
  
PER-2 
Any upgrading does not increase the 
building or structure coverage by more 
than 10% within a continuous 10-year 
period from 22 September 2022 [insert 
plan operative date];184 or 
  
PER-3 
The ground floor of the new building or 
extension is not to accommodate a 
natural hazard sensitive building 
activity185; or 
  
PER-4 

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved: Restricted Discretionary 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. any impacts on natural elements, 
processes and patterns, and 
landforms; and 

2. the extent to which the building or 
structure has a functional need or 
operational need for its location; 
and 

3. the extent of any positive benefits 
that will result from the proposal; 
and 

4. the extent to which the proposal 
creates natural hazard risks on 
adjacent properties and any risk to 
human life; and 

5. Tthe risk to the building or structure 
taking into account: 
a. Tthe nature of the building, 

structure or activity, including 
its materials and ability to be 
relocated; 

b. Tthe anticipated lifespan of the 
building, structure or activity 

c. Tthe level of certainty of the 
projected future shoreline, 

 
174 Kāinga Ora [229.39] 
175 BP et al [196.54] 
176 PrimePort [175.30] 
177 Transpower [159.64] 
178 ECan [183.38] for deleting references to overland flowpaths (which are now in NH-R1) 
179 ECan [183.43], [183.27] 
180 Clause 16(2) – shifted from CE-R7.1 as part of the coastal natural hazards merge into the Natural Hazards 
chapter 
181 ECan [183.126] 
182 Clause 16(2) 
183 ECan [183.126] 
184 ECan [183.126] 
185 Clause 16(2) 
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The building or extension is located 
outside of the Coastal Erosion Overlay 
and186 has a finished floor level equal to 
or higher than the minimum floor level 
as stated in a Flood Risk Assessment187 
Certificate issued in accordance with 
NH-S1. 
 
PER-5 
That part of the building below the 
minimum finished floor level as stated in 
a Flood Risk Certificate issued in 
accordance with NH-S1  is constructed 
of materials that will be water tight and 
any openings below this level must be 
capable of being sealed 
mechanically.188 

including whether the erosion 
is very likely within a medium 
term as opposed to more 
uncertain over a longer-term 
period.189 

NH-R68 Regionally Ssignificant Iinfrastructure — Nnew 
 
NH-R68.1 does not apply if: 

1. the infrastructure is below ground; or 
2. above ground infrastructure, where any structure190 is less than 10m2 and 

is not located within a high hazard area as determined under NH-S1; or 
3. the structure is located within a road corridor.191 

 
NH-R68.4 shall not apply to buildings and infrastructure, where any structure 
is192 less than 10m2 in area. 

1 
Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
  

Activity status: Permitted 
  
Where: 
  
PER-0 
1. The infrastructure is below ground; or 
2. Above ground infrastructure, where 

any structure193 is less than 10m2 and 
is not located within a high hazard 
area as determined under NH-S1; or 

3. The structure is located within a road 
corridor; or194 

 
PER-1 
A Flood Risk Assessment195 Certificate for 
the activity has been issued in accordance 
with NH-S1; and 
  
PER-2 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with PER-2, or PER-3: See 
NH-R6.2 Restricted Discretionary  
Activity status where compliance not 
achieved with PER-3: Restricted 
Discretionary 
 
Where: 
 
RDIS-1 
The activity is located on land that is not 
within a High Hazard Area as stated in a 
Flood Risk Certificate issued under PER-
1. 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. the operational need or functional 
need for the activity to be 
established in this location; and 

 
186 ECan [183.126] 
187 ECan [183.26] 
188 ECan [183.126], [183.125] 
189 ECan [183.109], [183.126] 
190 Transpower [159.65] 
191 Clause 16(2) – shifted into NH-R6.1 as PER-0  
192 Transpower [159.65] 
193 Transpower [159.65] 
194 Clause 16(2) – shifted from the heading into NH-R6.1 
195 ECan [183.26] 
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The Flood Risk Certificate issued under 
PER-1 states that the activity is not 
located on land that is within an overland 
flowpath; and196 
  
PER-3 
The Flood Risk Assessment197 Certificate 
issued under PER-1 states that: 
a. the activity is located on land that is not 

subject to flooding in a 0.5% AEP 
rainfall flood198 event; or 

b. any building located on land that is 
subject to flooding in a 0.5% AEP 
event complies with the minimum 
finished floor level requirement for the 
site;199 and 

 

PER-3 
The activity is not located within a high 
hazard area identified by a Flood 
Assessment Certificate issued in 
accordance with NH-S1.  

2. any adverse effects arising from 
locating the Rregionally Ssignificant 
Iinfrastructure in this location; and 

3. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

4. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces; and 

5. the ability for the Rregionally 
Ssignificant Iinfrastructure to be 
efficiently recovered after a hazard 
event or maintain its integrity and 
function during and after a natural 
hazard event;200 and 

6. the extent to which it will require 
new or upgraded public natural 
hazard mitigation works; and 

7. the extent of any additional reliance 
on emergency services; and 

8. the extent to which there are201 
alternative locations for the 
Rregionally Ssignificant 
Iinfrastructure; and 

9. any positive effects of locating the 
Rregionally Ssignificant 
Iinfrastructure at this location. 

Activity status where compliance not 
achieved with RDIS-1: See NH-R6.3 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with PER-1: Non-complying 

2 
Overland 
flowpaths 
identified in 
a Flood Risk 
Certificate 
issued in 
accordance 
with NH-
S1202 
  

Activity status: Permitted 
 
Where: 
 
PER-1 
The infrastructure is below ground; or 
 
PER-2 
Above ground infrastructure is less than 
10m2; or 
 
PER-3 
The infrastructure is located within a road 
corridor. 
  

Activity status where compliance not 
achieved: Restricted Discretionary 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. any adverse effects arising from 
locating the Regionally Significant 
Infrastructure in this location; and 

2. any potential adverse effects of 
diverting or blocking overland 
flowpath(s), including upstream and 
downstream flood risks; and 

3. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

4. alternative locations for the 
Regionally Significant Infrastructure; 
and 

 
196 ECan [183.42], OWL [181.56] 
197 ECan [183.26] 
198 ECan [183.25] 
199 OWL [181.56] and TDC [42.32] 
200 OWL [181.56] 
201 Clause 16(2) 
202 Dairy Holdings [89.6], Rangitata Dairies [44.3], Silver Fern Farms [172.29], Alliance Group [173.26] and ECan 
[183.38] 
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5. any positive effects of locating the 
Regionally Significant Infrastructure 
at this location; and 

6. the ability for the Regionally 
Significant Infrastructure to be 
efficiently recovered after a hazard 
event; and 

7. the extent to which it will require 
new or upgraded public natural 
hazard mitigation works; and 

8. the extent of any additional reliance 
on emergency services; and 

9. the operational need or functional 
need for the activity to be 
established in this location. 

2 
Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay 203 
 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay 

Activity status: Permitted204 
  
Where: 
  
PER-1 
A new building or extension has a 
maximum ground floor area per site of 
200m2 in any continuous 10-year period 
from 22 September 2022 [insert plan 
operative date];205 or 
  
PER-2 
The ground floor of the new building or 
extension is not to accommodate a natural 
hazard sensitive building activity206; or  
  
PER-3 
The building or extension has a finished 
floor level equal to or higher than the 
minimum floor level as stated in a Flood 
Risk Assessment207 Certificate issued in 
accordance with NH-S1.; or 
  
  
PER-4 
That part of the building below the 
minimum finished floor level as stated in a 
Flood Risk Certificate issued in accordance 
with NH-S1 is constructed of materials that 
will be water tight and any openings below 
this level must be capable of being sealed 
mechanically.208 

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved: Discretionary 

 
203 ECan [183.126] 
204 Clause 16(2) – shifted from CE-R8.1 as part of the natural hazards merge 
205 ECan [183.127] 
206 Clause 16(2) 
207 ECan [183.26] 
208 ECan [183.127], [183.126], [183.125] 
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3 
Coastal 
Erosion  
Overlay209 

Activity status: Permitted 210 
 
Where: 
 
Except that this shall not apply to: 
1. Community land drainage 
infrastructure; 
2. Established community-scale 
irrigation and stockwater infrastructure; 
or 
3. Any building or structure that has a 
footprint less than 30m2. 
 
PER-1 
The work, building or structure is for: 
1. Ccommunity land drainage 
infrastructure; or 
2. Eestablished community-scale irrigation 
and stockwater infrastructure; or 
 
PER-2 
Any building or structure that has a footprint 
less than 30m2. 
 

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved: Not applicable Restricted 
Discretionary 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1 Wwhether there is an operational need 
or functional need for the location; and 
2. Tthe risk to the building or structure 
taking into account: 
a. Tthe nature of the building, structure or 
activity, including its materials and ability 
to be relocated; and 
b. Tthe anticipated lifespan of the 
building, structure or activity; and 
c. Tthe level of certainty of the projected 
future shoreline, including whether the 
erosion is very likely within a medium 
term as opposed to more uncertain over 
a longer-term period.211  
 

3 
High Hazard 
Area 
Overlay212 
  
High Hazard 
Area 
identified in 
a Flood Risk 
Certificate 
issued in 
accordance 
with NH-S1 

Activity status: Restricted Discretionary 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. the operational or functional need for 
the activity to be established in this 
location; and 

2. any effects arising from locating the 
regionally significant infrastructure in 
this location; and 

3. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

4. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces; and 

5. the ability for the Regionally 
Significant Infrastructure to be 
efficiently recovered after a hazard 
event; and 

6. alternative locations for the 
Regionally Significant Infrastructure; 
and 

7. the extent to which it will require new 
or upgraded public natural hazard 
mitigation works; and 

8. the extent of any additional reliance 
on emergency services; and 

9. any positive effects of locating the 
Regionally Significant Infrastructure at 
this location. 

Activity status where compliance not 
achieved: Not applicable 

 
209 ECan [183.126] 
210 Clause 16(2) – shifted from CE-R8.2 as part of the natural hazards merge 
211 ECan [183.109] 
212 ECan [183.44] 
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4  
Earthquake 
Fault 
(iInfrastructure 
or fFacilities) 
Awareness 
Areas 

Activity status: Restricted 
Discretionary 
  
Where: 
  
RDIS-1 
The activity is sited at least 20m metres 
away from the zone of deformation. 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. whether the surface fault rupture 
hazard has been adequately 
assessed by a suitably qualified 
and experienced professional; and 

2. the adequacy of any engineered 
solution proposed to mitigate the 
surface fault rupture hazard. 

  
Note:  
Any supporting technical report is also to 
be supplied to the CRC Canterbury 
Regional Council. 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved: Discretionary 

NH-R7 Natural Hazard Sensitive Activities and additions, new buildings, and 
structures with a ground floor area of less than 30m2 (excluding Regionally 
Significant Infrastructure) 213 

Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
 
High Hazard 
Overlay214  

Activity status: Permitted 
 
Where: 
 
PER-1 
The building or structure or addition is 
below ground; or 
 
PER-2 
The new building or structure or addition 
has a ground floor area of less than 10m2; 
or 
 
PER-3 
The new building or structure or addition is 
located within a road corridor; or 
 
PER-4 
A Flood Risk Certificate for the site has 
been issued in accordance with NH-S1 
and the certificate states that the activity is 
not located on land that is within an 
overland flowpath. 

Activity status where compliance is 
achieved: Restricted Discretionary 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. any potential adverse effects of 
diverting or blocking overland 
flowpath(s), including upstream and 
downstream flood risks; and 

2. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces; and 

3. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

4. any operational need or functional 
need for the activity to be 
established in this location; and 

5. any increased reliance on 
emergency services; and 

6. any positive effects of the proposal. 

NH-R8 
SUB-RX 

Subdivision within natural hazard overlays215 

1 Activity status: Restricted Discretionary 
 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with RDIS-2: Not applicable if 

 
213 ECan [183.38], ECan [183.38] 
214 Kāinga Ora [229.39] 
215 Speirs, B [66.45] 
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Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
outside the 
Port Zone216 

Where: 
 
RDIS-1 
A Flood Risk Assessment Certificate for 
the subdivision is issued in accordance 
with NH-S1; and 
 
RDIS-2 
The site is not subject to high hazard 
flooding as stated in a Flood Risk 
Certificate issued under RDIS-1. 
A building platform is identified on the 
subdivision plan and it is not located within 
a high hazard area as stated in a Flood 
Assessment Certificate issued in 
accordance with NH-S1.217 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. the design and layout of the 
subdivision, including effects on 
public spaces and development 
sites, and on overland flowpath(s); 
and 

2. the provision for any overland 
flowpaths to remain or the provision 
of secondary flowpaths; and 

3. any potential effects of diverting or 
blocking overland flowpath(s) on 
future development within the 
subdivision; and 

4. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces; and 

5. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

6. the extent to which it will require new 
or upgraded public natural hazard 
mitigation works; and 

7. any increase in reliance on 
emergency services; and 

8. for development within the Māori 
Purpose Zone, the extent to which 
meeting the requirements of the rule 
compromises the purpose for which 
the Māori Purpose Zone MPZ was 
created and the anticipated activities 
within the zZone, and the views of 
mana whenua, if provided. 218 

  

located within an urban zoned area 
Restricted Discretionary 
 
Where:  
 
RDIS-3 
The subdivision is within an urban 
zoned area. 219 
 
non-complying if located outside of an 
urban zoned area 
 
Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved with RDIS-1 or RDIS-3: Non-
complying  

1A220 
Flood 
Assessment 

Activity status: Restricted Discretionary 
 
 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved: Not applicable 

 
216 Clause 16(2) – rule restructure to combine the Port Zone and non-Port Zone subdivision rules in the subdivision 
chapter 
217 ECan [183.47] 
218 Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu [185.19], Waipopo Huts [189.48], Te Kotare Trust [115.1] 
219 ECan [183.47] 
220 Clause 16(2) – rule restructure to combine the Port Zone and non-Port Zone subdivision rules in the subdivision 
chapter 
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Area Overlay 
within the 
Port Zone 
 
 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay 
within the 
Port Zone 
 
Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay 
within the 
Port Zone 221 

Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. the design and layout of the 

subdivision, in relation to natural 
hazards; and 

2. any potential effects of diverting or 
blocking overland flowpath(s) on 
future development within the 
subdivision; and 

3. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces; and 

4. the effectiveness and potential 
adverse effects of any proposed 
mitigation measures; and 

5. the extent to which future 
development will require new or 
upgraded public natural hazard 
mitigation works; and 

6. any increase in reliance on 
emergency services; and 

7. the matters set out in NH-P11 and 
CE-P15.222 

 

2 
Liquefaction 
Awareness 
Areas 
Overlay 

Activity status: Restricted 
Discretionary 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. the appropriateness of the site for 
development; and 

2. the liquefaction category that applies 
to the site and the level of risk to 
property and Rregionally Ssignificant 
Iinfrastructure; and 

3. whether the appropriate 
geotechnical data has been 
uploaded to the New Zealand 
Geotechnical Database; and 

4. the appropriateness of the 
techniques proposed for remediation 
and mitigation of the effects of any 
liquefaction hazard identified i.e. 
ground strengthening and if these 
are supported by a suitably qualified 
and experienced professional; and 

5. the extent to which the siting and 
layout of the proposal is appropriate.  

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved: Not applicable 

3 
Earthquake 
Fault 
(sSubdivision) 
Awareness 
Areas Overlay 

Activity status: Restricted 
Discretionary 
  
Where: 
  
RDIS-1 
The subdivision design ensures that any 
future building or structure will be located 

Activity status whenre compliance not 
achieved: Discretionary 

 
221 ECan [183.133] – consequential addition given the additional Coastal Erosion Overlay identified at the Port, as 
identified in the evidence of Mr Walsh dated 9 April, at paragraph 80. 
222 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] 
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at least 20m metres away from any 
detailed area of fault or fold deformation. 
  
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. whether the surface fault rupture 
hazard has been adequately 
assessed by a suitably qualified and 
experienced professional; and 

2. the adequacy of any engineered 
solution proposed to mitigate the 
surface fault rupture hazard. 

 
Note:  
The investigation report is also to be 
supplied to CRC Canterbury Regional 
Council. 

4 
Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay 
outside the 
Port Zone223 

Activity status: Restricted 
Discretionary 
 
Where: 
 
RDIS-1 
A building platform is identified on the 
subdivision plan and it is not located 
within the Coastal Erosion Overlay. 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. the extent to which the proposal results 

in an increased risk of economic, social 
or environmental harm; and 

2. whether the proposal includes hazard 
mitigation; and 

3. the extent to which future building or 
structure has a functional need or 
operational need for its location; and 

4. the extent of any positive benefits that 
will result from the proposal; and 

5. the extent to which the proposal 
creates natural hazard risks on 
adjacent properties; and 

6. the location of any proposed building 
that will accommodate a natural hazard 
sensitive building, including the level of 
certainty of the projected future 
shoreline, including whether the 
erosion is very likely within a medium 
term as opposed to more uncertain 
over a longer-term period.224 

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved: Non-complying 
 

4 
High 
Hazard 
Area 
Overlay225 

Activity status: Non-complying  Activity status where compliance not 
achieved: Not applicable 

 
223 Clause 16(2) – rule restructure to combine the Port Zone and non-Port Zone subdivision rules in the subdivision 
chapter 
224 ECan [183.109] 
225 Kāinga Ora [229.39] 
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NH-R9 Natural hazard mitigation works, including associated earthworks — New226 

Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
 
High Hazard 
Area Overlay 

Note: this rule applies to new natural 
hazard mitigation works, as opposed to 
maintenance, replacement and upgrading 
covered under NH-R3. 
 
Activity status: Restricted Discretionary 
 
Where: 
 
RDIS-1 
The works are undertaken by or on behalf 
of the Crown, Regional Council or the 
Council. 
 
RDIS-2 
The works are undertaken by or on behalf 
of the Port of Timaru and are located 
within 250m of PREC7.227 
 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 

1. The need for the natural hazard 
mitigation works and likely 
effectiveness of those works; 

2. The extent of any adverse social, 
cultural and environmental effects, 
including on any sensitive 
environments; 

3. The extent to which alternative 
locations and options for the natural 
hazard mitigation works have been 
considered and the merits of those; 

4. Any positive effects of the proposal 
on the community; 

5. Any increased flood risk for people, 
property, or public spaces. 

Activity status where compliance not 
achieved: Discretionary 

 
Standards 
NH-S1 Flood Risk Assessment228 Certificate 

Flood 
Assessment 
Areas Overlay 
 
Or Sea Water 
iInundation 
oOverlay if 
directed via 
the CE 
Chapter229 

1. A Flood Risk Assessment230 
Certificate is issued by the Council 
(that is valid for three 3 years from 
the date of issue) which specifies:  

a. Iif the site is within a high 
hazard area; and the flood 
event risk level for specific 
land, being:  

i. land not subject to 
flooding in a 0.5% AEP 
flood event, or 

Matters of discretion are restricted 
to: Not applicable 

 
226 ECan [183.40] 
227 PrimePort [175 - various] and Timaru District Holdings [186 - various] 
228 ECan [183.26] 
229 Clause 16(2) 
230 ECan [183.26] 
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ii. land subject to flooding 
in a 0.5% AEP flood 
event, or 

iii. land within a high hazard 
area; 

iv. or for sea water 
inundation, land subject 
to flooding in a 1% AEP 
storm surge event, 
coupled with sea level 
rise based on an 
Representative 
Concentration Pathway 
8.5 climate change 
scenario; and 

b. where the site is not within a 
high hazard area, or where the 
site is within an urban zoned 
area, where 1(a)(ii) above 
identifies that the specific land 
is subject to flooding in a 0.5% 
AEP rainfall flood231 event, the 
a minimum finished floor level 
for any new building or 
structure (or part thereof) on 
the specific land to provide at 
least that is 250300mm232 
freeboard above the flood 
level in a 0.5% AEP flood level 
event; and 

c. if located within the Overland 
Flowpath Assessment Area 
Overlay,233 whether the 
specific land is located within 
an overland flowpath.; and 

d. as required by NH-R68, if the 
site is located on land that is 
subject to flooding in a 0.5% 
AEP flood event. 

2. The AEP flood event risk level, 
minimum floor levels, stopbank risk 
234 and overland flowpath locations 
are to above will be determined by 
reference to:  

a. Tthe most up to date models, 
maps and data held by Timaru 
District Council and CRC 
Canterbury Regional Council; 
and 

b. Aany information held by, or 
provided to, Timaru District 
Council or CRC Canterbury 
Regional Council that relates 
to flood risk for the specific 
land; and 

 
231 ECan [183.25] 
232 ECan [183.50] 
233 ECan [183.38] and clause 16(2) 
234 ECan [183.50] 
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c.  Wwill account for the 
cumulative effects of climate 
change over the next 100 
years (based on latest national 
guidance) and all sources of 
flooding (including fluvial, 
pluvial, and coastal).235 

 
Note:  
1. A minimum finished floor level will not 

be provided in the certificate236 for 
sites located within a High Hazard 
Area outside of urban zoned areas.237 
Rather, these will need to be 
determined through a resource 
consent process.238 

 
2. An application form and guidance on 

how to obtain a Flood Hazard 
Assessment Certificate are available 
on the District Council's website.239   

NH-S2 Volume of earthworks240 

1 
Flood 
Assessment 
Areas Overlay 

The earthworks do not exceed: 
1. 2,000m2 in area in any calendar year 

in a Rural zone; and 
2. 250m2 in area in any calendar year in 

any other zone. 

Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. any adverse effects on the 

functioning of the flood plain; and 
2. any increased flood risk for people, 

property, or public spaces; and 
3. the extent to which it could result in 

surface water ponding in the event 
of flooding. 

2 
High Hazard 
Area Overlay 
 
High Hazard 
Area identified 
in a Flood 
Risk 
Assessment241 
Certificate 
issued in 
accordance 
with NH-S1 

The earthworks do not exceed 250m2 in 
area in any calendar year. 

Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. any adverse effects on the 

functioning of the flood plain; and 
2. any increased flood risk for people, 

property, or public spaces; and 
3. the extent to which it could result in 

surface water ponding in the event 
of flooding. 

 

 
235 ECan [183.50], see also the evidence of Mr Griffiths dated 9 April, paragraphs 20 to 22 
236 Clause 16(2) 
237 Waipopo Huts [189.48], Te Kotare Trust [115.1], Silver Fern Farms [177.22] and Alliance Group [173.19]  
238 Clause 16(2) 
239 Harvey Norman [192.12] 
240 Dairy Holdings [89.6], Rangitata Dairies [44.3], Silver Fern Farms [172.29], Alliance Group [173.26], ECan 
[183.38] and Joseph Rooney [177.15] 
241 ECan [183.26] 
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