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Timaru District Council 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Geraldine Community Board will 
be held in the meeting room, Geraldine Library/Service Centre, Talbot Street, 
Geraldine, on Wednesday 30 May 2018, at 7.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Authorities (Members’ Interests) Act 1968 

Community Board members are reminded that if you have a pecuniary interest in any item 

on the agenda, then you must declare this interest and refrain from discussing or voting on 

this item, and are advised to withdraw from the meeting table. 

 

Bede Carran 
Chief Executive 
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Geraldine Community Board 

30 May 2018 

Agenda 

 

 

Item 
No 

Page No  

1    Apologies 

2    Public Forum 

3   Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

4    Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

5   Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

6    Chairperson’s Report 

7   1 Confirmation of Minutes 

8   7 Representation Review 2018 

9   34 State Highway 79 Geraldine Potential Relocation 

10   Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

11   Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

12   Public Forum Issues Requiring Consideration 

13   Board Members’ Reports 
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Geraldine Community Board 

For the Meeting of 30 May 2018 

 

Report for Agenda Item No 7 

 

Prepared by  Joanne Brownie 
 Council Secretary 

 

Confirmation of Minutes 

_______________________________ 

 

Minutes of the 11 April 2018 Geraldine Community Board meeting. 

 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Geraldine Community Board meeting held on 11 April 2018, 
be confirmed as a true and correct record. 
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Timaru District Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Geraldine Community Board, held in the Peel Forest 
Café, Peel Forest on Wednesday 11 April 2018 at 7.00pm 

 

Present Wayne O’Donnell (Chairperson), Clr Kerry Stevens, 
Janene Adams, Jan Finlayson, Jarrod Marsden and Gavin 
Oliver  

Apology Jennine Maguire 

In Attendance Clr Paddy O’Reilly (Temuka Community Board) 

 Land Transport Manager (Andrew Dixon), Property 
Manager (Matt Ambler) and Secretary (Kate 
Walkinshaw) 

 Members of the Peel Forest Community – Rex Mason, 
Alan Averis and Peter Skidmore 

  

1. Public Forum 

Rex Mason 

Mr Rex Mason put in an apology for the Chairman of the Blandswood Residents 
Association.  Mr Mason welcomed the Board to Peel Forest and advised that he 
had a number of items to go through.  He wanted to review some of the issues 
raised at the previous year’s meeting.  He discussed concerns around Peel Forest 
Road edge breaks/tar seal as he believes traffic has tripled since last year, tree 
roots on South Pithie Road are still an issue, the junction at Blandswood Road, 
Peel Forest Road and Rangitata Gorge Road where there are tyre marks from 
vehicles that have come off the road and the pending “drop-out” on Rangitata 
Gorge Road between Te Wanahu Flat Road and the Peel Forest Motor camp.  Mr 
Mason did note that Fulton Hogan had fixed one of the culverts and done a great 
job.  The Chairman addressed all of the concerns mentioned and confirmed with 
the Land Transport Manager that the Timaru District Council Land Transport 
team is investigating and something will be done about the above concerns, 
particularly the junction at Blandswood Road, seal breaks and the impending 
drop out. 

Mr Mason raised some new concerns pertaining to the Kowhai Stream Ford.  
There was a heavy rain event of 200mls in February 2018 which caused damage 
to the ford which in Mr Mason’s opinion has put them back 7 or 8 years.  It is also 
a safety issue with numerous vehicles and people becoming stuck and residents 
not being able to get out when it is flooding.  There was a lengthy discussion 
around the Kowhai Stream ford and ideas to improve the safety and 
functionality.  The residents would like this to be treated as urgent as this is an 
on-going issue and also a safety issue.  Blandswood Residents Association is 
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willing to work with Environment Canterbury, Department of Conservation and 
Timaru District Council to come to a permanent solution.  There was a suggestion 
of re-taming the shingle river bed. 

Lookout Road Hill also suffered some damage during the February rainfall and 
has become a safety issue.  The road has been reduced to 4WD access only.  Mr 
Mason did mention that he has worked closely with Timaru District Council staff 
who have done a great job of installing new road signs and installed bollards to 
reduce traffic.  The long term plan for residents is to have this road sealed.  

The public toilet in Blandswood is inadequate for the amount of day visitors to 
the area.  Ideally the residents would like to have another toilet installed.  
Current status is that Timaru District Council provides the cleaning products 
however there is a question around who should maintain the toilet/s.  The 
Property Manager will talk to his team and look into options for funding of a new 
toilet through a possible Government Tourist Infrastructure scheme.  Mr Mason 
will provide the numbers from the  Department of Conservation to support this.  
It was noted that Blandswood is considered a `Gateway’ under the Canterbury 
Waitaha Conservation Management Strategy and this could be worth mentioning 
in support of the new toilet.  The residents and Board agreed that a meeting 
between the Department of Conservation and Timaru District Council would be 
beneficial. 

Alan Averis 

Mr Alan Averis re-iterated the points that Mr Mason made above.  His main 
concern was the Kowhai Stream ford and a permanent fix.  He believes that the 
Councils estimated cost to build a bridge was exorbitant and that there are 
cheaper alternatives available.  His suggestion at the very least was to have a 
concrete culvert and a footbridge.  He advised it is a safety issue as six families 
now live there permanently. 

Peter Skidmore 

Mr Peter Skidmore thanked the Board for the opportunity to talk.  His main 
points were the Kowhai Stream ford and road signage.  The Kowhai Stream ford  is 
not robust.  During the last 16 months it has been out for a total of 18 days due 
to flooding and damage.  This poses a safety risk to residents and visitors to the 
area as no emergency service vehicles would have access in the case of an 
emergency and there is no alternative access.  Mr Skidmore would like to know if 
there is a plan to improve the access and safety of this crossing.  He also asked if 
one of the affected parties can be included in Council communications about the 
ford. 

The signage at the corner of Blandswood Road and Lookout Road intersection has 
been removed.  Mr Skidmore advised that he had completed a Timaru District 
Council “Fix-it Form” in 2017 but there has been no replacement as yet.  There is 
also no signage relating to flooding or road closures.  This also poses a safety risk.  
Mr Skidmore would like to have both of these signs made available for the 
Blandswood village. 
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The Board Chairman confirmed with the residents that the Timaru District 
Council, Department of Conservation and he will meet and discuss the Kowhai 
Street ford and future planning about the ford.  The Group Manager 
Infrastructure will meet with Environment Canterbury to discuss the lead agency 
for the matter. 

2. Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

The Board agreed to discuss ANZAC Day commemorations as a matter of a minor 
nature. 

3. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairperson reported on meetings he had attended and duties he had carried 
out on behalf of the Board since the last meeting, including Geraldine Vehicle 
Trust Meeting, Geraldine Combined Sports meetings plus re hub, Go Geraldine 
Board meeting with Aoraki Tourism, GCVM Club meeting, ANZAC in Action and 
information evening on chlorination of Geraldine water; discussion with Timaru 
District Council staff members in regards to land and property issues and roading.  
Also discussions with Clr Kerry Stevens over numerous topics.  

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

 Proposed Clr Kerry Stevens 
 Seconded Jan Finlayson 

“That the minutes of the Geraldine Community Board meeting held on 7 March 
2018, be confirmed as a true and correct record.”  

Motion Carried 

5. Proposed Land Exchange – Orari Bridge 

The Board considered a report from the Property Manager for the proposed land 
exchange at Orari Bridge.  The Property Manager advised that he would need to 
obtain the land valuation of two respective parcels of land if the report is 
approved. 

 Proposed Jarrod Marsden 
 Seconded Jan Finlayson  
 

“That the Geraldine Community Board recommends to the Policy and 
Development Committee that the land exchange process be undertaken and 
authorises the Chief Executive to negotiate and conclude the exchange process 
with the adjoining owner.” 

Motion Carried 
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6. Geraldine Town Centre Refresh Project Priorities 

The Board considered a report from the Transportation Team Leader presenting 
the refresh project options for the Geraldine Central Business District (CBD) 
identified by the Stakeholders Group.  The purpose of the report is to prioritise 
the refresh projects and refer to the Infrastructure Committee for approval.  The 
Board discussed the report and prioritised the projects.  

 The Board also discussed the total budget allowed for the refresh.  It was 
discussed that the original budget to refresh the four town centre CBDs was 
$1,000,000.  This was reduced to $600,000 due to tile etching and renewals in 
the Timaru Central Business District and then allocated based on Ward 
population.  The Board agreed to raise with Council to relook at how the 
remaining funds are distributed between the town centres. The Board members 
were of the view that the Geraldine proportional share should be based on the 
original budget ($1,000,000) not the remaining budget. 

  Proposed Janene Adams 
  Seconded Jan Finlayson 
 

a “That the Geraldine Community Board confirms a priority listing for the 
refresh projects as identified in the table below 

Description/Scope Estimated Cost (excl GST) 

Reset footpath tiles/pavers to 
address areas that are hazards 

$15,000 - $25,000 

Litter bin design change $20,000 - $30,000 

Bollards design change and 
install 

$20,000 - $30,000 

Additional Seating $5,000 - $10,000 

Street Trees – extending $10,000 - $20,000 

Waihi Terrace gateway $10,000 - $20,000 

 
b That the Geraldine Community Board refers its priority listing of refresh 

projects to the Infrastructure Committee for approval for implementation. 

c The Geraldine Community Board recommends Council relook at 
proportional allocation of funds to the Town Centres fairly .” 

Motion Carried 
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7. Consideration Of Minor Nature Matters 

The Board considered attendance at the ANZAC Day commemorations.  There are 
four services that the Board can attend in Geraldine, Woodbury, Peel Forest and 
Rangitata.  Clr Stevens will lay wreaths at all of the services and between the 
Board members there will be representation at all of the services 

8. Board Members’ Reports 

Board members reported on meetings they had attended and duties they had 
carried out on behalf of the Board since the last meeting, including:  

Geraldine Chlorination information meeting, Go Geraldine meeting, Orari-
Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee meeting, Geraldine Arts Council, 
Bike Geraldine meeting, Geraldine ANZAC Commemorations trust meeting, 
Geraldine Combined sports meeting, discussions with a resident over the rugby 
grounds, consultation with Geraldine High School students about Long Term Plan 
issues and submissions, and liaised with Timaru District Council staff and he 
Geraldine Community Board Chairman over several local matters.  

 

 

The meeting concluded at 9:00pm. 

 

 

 

____________________  

Chairperson 
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Geraldine Community Board 

For the Meeting of 29 May 2018 

 

Report for Agenda Item No 8 

Prepared by Mark Low 
Corporate Planning Manager/Electoral Officer 

Representation Review 2018 

_______________________________ 

Purpose of Report 

1 The purpose of this report is to introduce the Representation Review process and seek 

the Community Board’s guidance on its favoured option to go forward to a Council 

workshop on the issue.  The Corporate Planning Manager/Electoral Officer and Darryl 

Griffin of Electionz.com will be in attendance. 

Background 

2 The Local Electoral Act (LEA) 2001 requires all local authorities to review their 

representation arrangements at least once every six years. The last representation 

review was completed in 2012 with the next representation review due by August 2018 

(see Discussion Document for further details). 

3 The Council must determine by resolution: 

 the basis of election - whether Councillors (excluding the Mayor) are elected 
under wards, 'at large' (district wide) or a mixture of both. 

 where wards are to be used, Council must determine the number, boundaries and 
names of those wards, and the number of members per ward. 

 the structure and membership of any Community Boards that will operate in the 
district. 

4 The Council’s existing structure is three wards electing nine Councillors, and three 

Community Boards, electing 16 community board members. 

Representation Reviews 

5 The LEA and the Local Government Act (LGA) 2002 outline a number of key principles 

that should inform a Representation Review.  Specifically, the LEA requires ‘fair and 

effective representation for individuals and communities of interest’1.  The Local 

Government Act 2002 states that the purpose of this Act is to provide for democratic 

and effective local government that recognises the diversity of New Zealand 

                                       
1 Refer Section 4(1)(a) 
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communities2 and further, to enable democratic local decision-making and action, by, 

and on behalf of, communities3.  

 

6 The Local Government Commission Guidelines identify the following three key steps for 

representation proposals: 

1. determining communities of interest 
2. considering effective representation of communities of interest 
3. considering fair representation of electors. 

 

7 The attached Discussion Document details information on Representation Reviews, the 

previous 2012 review process and options for consideration. 

Community Boards  

8 The representation review must also consider (under section 19J LEA) whether there 

should be communities and community boards in the district and, if so, their nature and 

structure.  The ‘community of interest’ and ‘effective representation’ criteria are also 

relevant in determining whether to have any communities and community boards, but 

the ‘fair representation’ criteria only applies where a subdivision approach is used. 

Community Boards may represent any sized community desired, but:  

 There must be between 4 and 12 members on each board 

 A Board may include appointed members who must be members of the Council 
and of the Ward (if a district is divided into wards) where the Board is situated. 

 The number of appointed members must be less than half of the total members 

 A community may be subdivided (split) for electoral purposes 

 Each subdivision must elect at least one board member 

 If subdivided, members representing a subdivision must be elected by members 
of that subdivision. The +/-10% rule and permitted exceptions (e.g. island or 
isolated communities) do apply where a subdivision approach is used. 

 Boundaries of any community, or subdivision of a community, must coincide with 
the boundaries of the Statistics New Zealand mesh block areas4. 

 

2018 Representation Review 

9 At a minimum, the 2018 review must include the following: 

Task Timeframe 

Determination of an Initial (draft) 
Proposal for public notice 

 No earlier than 1 March 2018 

 In time for the public notice 

                                       
2 Refer Section 3 
3 Refer Section 10 
4 Local Electoral Act, Section 19W(c) 
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Public Notice of Initial Proposal  Within 14 days of resolution 

 No later than 8 September 2018 

Submission Period  One month (minimum) 

Consider submissions to Initial 
Proposal  

 Within 6 weeks of close of submissions 

Approve and give public notice of 
Final Proposal 

 Within 6 weeks of close of submissions 

Final Proposal available for 
Appeals or Objections 

 One month after publication 

 Closes no later than 20 December 2018 

Final Proposal  No Appeals or Objections, proposal approved  

 If Appeals or Objections lodged or if Council 
decides not to comply with +/- 10% rule, Final 
Proposal must be forwarded to Local 
Government Commission no later than 15 
January 2019 

Local Government Commission 
determination 

 Determination provided by 11 April 2019 

Appeals to LGC on matter of law  Within 1 month of determination 

 

10 Latest population estimates for Timaru District available for the review are: 

Ward Population 
(2017 
estimate) 

No of 
Councillors 
per ward 

Population 
per 
member 

Difference 
from quota 

% Difference 
from quota 

Geraldine 5,730 1 5,730 +498 +9.51% 

Pleasant 
Point - 
Temuka 9,560 2 4,780 -452 -8.64% 

Timaru 31,800 6 5,300 +68 +1.30% 

 47,090 9 5,232   

11 These are likely to be the population numbers used for the review, and demonstrate 

that currently Council is within the +/-10% rule. 
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Timetable 

12 The timetable for the review is outlined below: 

2018 

28-30 May Community Board consideration 

March to July Initial Proposal development (including community 
engagement) 

12 June  Council Workshop 

26 July Report for August Council due 

7 August Adoption of Initial (Draft) proposal 

18 August Public Notice of Initial proposal 

18 Aug to 18 September One month consultation period 

Week 8-12 October Council Hearing on submissions and Final proposal 
developed 

20 October Final proposal via public notice (via Council 
Noticeboard) 

21 November Appeals/Objections to final proposal due 

2019 

15 January Latest date that Appeals/Objections can be forwarded 
to the Local Government Commission 

11 April Latest date by which the Local Government Commission 
can determine Appeals/Objections 

 

Options 

13 A Discussion Document (attached as Appendix A) has been prepared for the Board’s 

consideration by Darryl Griffin from electionz.com.  This seeks the Board’s view on the 

current Council structure, including Community Boards for Council to consider at a 

workshop in June.  

 

14 The Discussion Document sets out a number of options for the Board’s consideration. 

Identification of Relevant Legislation, Council Policy and Plans 

Local Electoral Act 2001 
Local Government Act 2002   
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Assessment of Significance 

15 The decision regarding the process for the representation review is significant under 

the Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. Consultation is required following 

LEA requirements which at a minimum requires community input at the initial proposal 

(draft) stage. The LEA also provides opportunity for appeal of Council’s final decision to 

the Local Government Commission. 

Consultation 

16 Consultation with the public will occur at the release of the Initial Proposal. 

Other Considerations 

17 There are no other considerations relevant to this matter. 

Funding Implications 

18 Funding for the project (e.g. consultation costs) will be taken from the Election Expenses 

Fund. 

Conclusion 

19 The six yearly Representation Review process is an important opportunity for the 

Council and community to consider the appropriate representation model for the 

Timaru District Council for the next six years. It covers the basis of election, and the 

nature and approach to representation, including consideration of community boards.  

 

Recommendations 

a That the Community Board receives and notes the report. 

b That the Community Board considers their preferred option to be reported back to 
Council for consideration at their June workshop. 
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APPENDIX A: Representation Review Discussion Document (prepared by 
Darryl Griffin) 

What is required? 

1 Local authorities (both regional and territorial) around the country are required to 

make decisions about their representation arrangements. 

2 A district council must determine by resolution whether to have wards or not, 

whether to elect some councillors by wards and the rest at large; if wards are 

decided the proposed number of wards; the proposed name and boundary of each 

ward; and the number of councillors proposed to be elected by the electors of each 

ward. 

3 The Local Electoral Act requires all local authorities to undertake a review of its 

representation arrangements at least every six years.  The last time the Timaru 

District Council did this was in 2012.  It is now time to repeat the process. 

4 Prior to developing an initial proposal and formally consulting with the community 

about its representation review, the Council will hold a workshop to discuss various 

options. In addition the Council has also invited comments from the three 

Community Boards.  

Legislative Requirements: 

5 The legislative requirements are attached as Appendix 1. 

6 Some amendments were made to the representation review provisions of the Local 

Electoral Act 2001 (LEA) in June 2013. The main amendments involved: 

 providing more flexibility for the application of the +/- 10% rule to territorial 
authority representation arrangements, subject to consideration by the Local 
Government Commission where arrangements do not comply with the +/- 10% 
rule; 

 initial representation review proposals are not able to be resolved by councils 
until 1 March of the year before the year of an election. 

 allowing local authorities to make minor boundary alterations to wards, 
communities, or subdivisions of local board areas or communities without 
undertaking a full representation review, subject to consideration by the Local 
Government Commission (applies to the optional three year review only); 

 

7 The first two of the amendments listed above will apply for the first time to local 

authorities undertaking representation reviews in 2018 (and which did not 

undertake a review in 2015). 

Communities of interest? 

8 The term “communities of interest” is used in the Local Electoral Act to describe in 

general terms the sense of community or belonging reinforced by the geography of 



 

  

2 King George Place - PO Box 522 Timaru 7940 - Telephone 03 687 7200 #1160303 

Page 13 

the area, the commonality of places to which people go to for their employment, the 

location of their schools, marae, banks, where they do their shopping and the 

location of their religious, recreational and major transport facilities etc. 

 

Diagram of key concepts for communities of interest and fair and effective representation: 

 

9 Accreditation: New Zealand Society of Local Government Managers, Code of Good 

Practice for the Management of Local Authority Elections and Polls 2019, Part 5. 

Fair and effective representation 

10 The Local Electoral Act also requires “fair and effective representation for individuals 

and communities”.  In carrying out a representation review, local authorities need to 



 

  

2 King George Place - PO Box 522 Timaru 7940 - Telephone 03 687 7200 #1160303 

Page 14 

be guided by the principle in the LEA of “fair and effective representation for 

individuals and communities”.  Fair representation relates to the number of persons 

represented per member.  The ratio of persons per member in each ward or 

constituency is required to be within +/-10% of the ratio for the district or region as a 

whole.  This is designed to ensure approximate equality in representation i.e. votes 

of equal value. 

11 When determining fair and effective representation the general and Maori 

constituencies are dealt with separately. The Timaru District Council does not have 

any Maori Wards. 

12 Effective representation relates to representation for identified communities of 

interest.  This needs to take account of the nature and locality of those communities 

of interest and the size, nature and diversity of the district or region as a whole.   

Maori Seats  

13 The Timaru District Council has not established any Maori Wards because currently, 

based on the number of members and the general and Maori electoral populations, 

no members can be elected from such wards.  

Initial Proposal 

14 The Council is required to make a decision on its initial proposal and will then 

advertise it and call for submissions on it at that time.  If no submissions are received 

that is the end of the process and public notice is given. Submissions received must 

be heard by the Council and after the hearings the Council will consider them and 

then determine its final proposal. Public notice is given and any appeals received are 

forwarded to the Local Government Commission who will then hold its own hearings 

and decide the final details for representation in the region. 

 
Appointment of independent panel or consultants 

15 The Local Government Commission’s guidelines note other considerations in relation 

to decision-making on representation arrangements.  These include the principles of 

administrative law requiring local authorities to act in accordance with the law, 

reasonably and fairly.  The guidelines also note that local authorities may wish to 

consider the option of appointing an independent panel or consultants to 

recommend appropriate representation arrangements for the district or region. 

16 The benefit of appointing an independent panel or consultants is to avoid concerns 

about the self-interest of elected members determining the representation 

arrangements under which they are to be elected.  Independent panellists may have 

specialist knowledge or skills on representation issues or be appointed as 

representatives of a cross-section of the community.  The local authority should 
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carefully consider an appropriate balance of such skills and interests in making 

appointments. 

17 It is important that the local authority, if it appoints such a panel or consultants, 

makes a commitment to seriously consider their recommendations and, if varying 

any of these, clearly records the reasons for these variations.  The local authority will 

need to consider reputational risks arising from variations, other than of a minor 

nature, given its original decision to appoint an independent panel or consultants. 

18 Timaru District Council used an independent panel for its 2012 representation 

review. 

Regional coordination: 

19 Another factor which may be considered in relation to the timing of reviews is the 

desirability of a degree of regional coordination in representation reviews.  This is in 

light of the requirement that, so far as is practicable, regional constituency 

boundaries coincide with the boundaries of territorial authorities or territorial 

authority wards.  As the Local Government Commission notes in its guidelines, there 

may also be scope for regional coordination in consultation exercises.  This may save 

costs and also enhance public understanding of the review process.  A mechanism to 

consider regional coordination of reviews is the triennial agreement between local 

authorities in each region. Staff are aware of the Environment Canterbury’s 

timetable for its representation review. 

2012 Decision 

20 In 2012 the Council established an Independent Panel which presented three 

options. The Council initially agreed with the first option (10 members elected at 

large). Following consideration of the views of the community boards the Council 

revoked its earlier adoption of option 1 and instead resolved, under sections 19H 

and 19J of the Act, to adopt option 2 (9 members elected from the existing wards) as 

its Final Proposal.  

21 The Initial proposal received very strong support with over 800 submissions, with 

many in favour of the proposal. 

22 Given the information set out in the documentation received from the Council, the 

Commission decided that no hearing was required and proceeded to make a 

determination. Section 19A of the Act provides that a territorial authority shall 

consist of between 5 and 29 elected members (excluding the mayor). The Council 

has comprised 10 elected members (excluding the mayor) since 2007. Prior to that 

and since 1992, the Council had comprised 12 members. 

23 The Guidelines state that decisions relating to the representation of communities of 

interest (the political dimension) will need to take account of the extent that distinct 

geographical communities of interest can be identified, i.e. a physical boundary is 

able to be defined below the district level for the community of interest. From its 
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constitution in 1989, Timaru District has been divided into wards. The current three 

wards have existed since 2007 when the former Pleasant Point and Temuka Wards 

were combined into one ward. 

24 Following notification, two appeals against the proposal were received. 

25 One appeal sought a system whereby there would be a total of 10 members on the 

Council including the Mayor. If the Mayor was a resident of Timaru Ward that ward 

would elect four councillors to the Council and the rural ward five councillors. If the 

Mayor were a resident of a rural ward, the reverse would apply. This arrangement is 

not permitted by the Local Electoral Act, or by any other legislation applying to local 

government. Therefore, the Commission could not consider it further. 

26 The second appeal sought the adoption of the original option 3 (9 members elected 

from the existing wards and 3 members elected at large). The reasons for the appeal 

were: 

 a view that reducing the number of councillors to nine would provide less 
representation for the district than other South Island district councils and two 
of the four South Island cities; 

 a view that twelve councillors would enable the Council’s workload to be better 
shared; 

 a concern about the total membership of the Council (including the Mayor) 
being an even number and the prospect of tied votes at council meetings. 

 
27 The arrangements chosen by the Council were the clear preference of those 

participating in the consultation process taking place prior to the Council resolving 

its representation proposal. These arrangements also received a very high level of 

support from those making submissions on the Council’s initial proposal. 

28 In respect of the point that reducing the number of councillors to nine would provide 

less representation for the district than other South Island district councils and two 

of the four South Island cities, the Commission note that 16 territorial authorities in 

New Zealand have population to member ratios higher than that which Timaru 

District would have under the proposed arrangements.  

29 The Commission also noted that although they do not wish to see councillors’ 

remuneration driving the number of members on councils, they made the 

observation that while a larger number of councillors might have an impact on the 

sharing of the collective workload it would result in, on average, each councillor 

receiving a lower level of remuneration. 

30 The Commission also observed that 17 territorial authorities and seven regional 

councils in New Zealand have an even number of members. They were not aware 

that having an even number of members is a particular issue for those councils, or is 

an issue that should help determine the total number of members on local 

authorities. In any case regardless of the total membership of councils, the number 

of members voting on particular issues will also be determined by the number 
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actually in attendance at particular meetings or members having a conflict of 

interest on particular issues. 

31 The Commission decided to endorse the Council’s final proposals in respect of the 

number of councillors.  

32 Section 19V of the Act requires that the electors of each ward receive fair 

representation having regard to the population of the district and of that ward. 

More specifically, section 19V(2) requires that the population of each ward divided 

by the number of members to be elected by that ward produces a figure no more 

than 10% greater or smaller than the population of the district divided by the total 

number of elected members (the ‘+/-10% fair representation rule’). 

33 The reduction in the number of councillors to be elected from Timaru Ward means 

all three wards in the Council’s final proposal complied with the ‘+/-10% rule’. 

Communities and community boards 

34 Section 19J of the Act requires every territorial authority, as part of its review of 

representation arrangements, to determine whether there should be community 

boards in the district and, if so, the nature of those communities and the structure of 

the community boards. The territorial authority must make this determination in 

light of the principle in section 4 of the Act relating to fair and effective 

representation for individuals and communities. The particular matters the territorial 

authority must determine include the number of boards to be constituted, their 

names and boundaries, the number of elected and appointed members, and 

whether the boards are to be subdivided for electoral purposes. Section 19W sets 

out further criteria, as apply to local government reorganisation proposals, for 

determinations relating to community board reviews as considered appropriate in 

the circumstances. 

35 Three community boards (Geraldine, Pleasant Point and Temuka) were constituted 

in Timaru District in 1989. The Council’s proposal was for the three boards to remain 

in existence with the same membership arrangements. There were no appeals 

relating to community boards and the Commission decided to endorse this aspect of 

the Council’s proposal.  

Commission’s Determination 

36 Under section 19R of the Local Electoral Act 2001, the Commission determined that 

for the general election of the Timaru District Council to be held on 12 October 2013, 

the following representation arrangements will apply: 

(1) Timaru District, as delineated on SO Plan 18094 deposited with Land 
Information New Zealand, will be divided into three wards. 

(2) Those three wards will be: 
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(a) Geraldine Ward, comprising the area delineated on SO Plan 19948 
deposited with Land Information New Zealand 

(b) Pleasant Point-Temuka Ward, comprising the area delineated on SO Plans 
19946 and 19949 deposited with Land Information New Zealand 

(c) Timaru Ward, comprising the area delineated on SO Plan 19947 deposited 
with Land Information New Zealand. 

(3) The Council will comprise the mayor and 9 councillors elected as follows: 

(a) 1 councillor elected by the electors of Geraldine Ward 

(b) 2 councillors elected by the electors of Pleasant Point-Temuka Ward 

(c) 6 councillors elected by the electors of Timaru Ward. 

(4) There will be three communities as follows: 

(a) Geraldine Community, comprising the area of the Geraldine Ward 

(b) Pleasant Point Community, comprising the area delineated on SO Plan 
19946 deposited with Land Information New Zealand 

(c) Temuka Community, comprising the area delineated on SO Plan 19949 
deposited with Land Information New Zealand. 

 

(5) The membership of each community board will be as follows: 

(a) Geraldine Community Board will comprise six elected members and one 
member appointed to the community board by the Council representing 
Geraldine Ward 

(b) Pleasant Point Community Board will comprise five elected members and 
two members appointed to the community board by the Council 
representing Pleasant Point-Temuka Ward 

(c) Temuka Community Board will comprise five elected members and two 
members appointed to the community board by the Council representing 
Pleasant Point-Temuka Ward. 

37 As required by sections 19T(b) and 19W(c) of the Local Electoral Act 2001, the 

boundaries of the above wards and communities coincide with the boundaries of 

current statistical mesh block areas determined by Statistics New Zealand and used 

for Parliamentary electoral purposes. 

What has changed since 2012? 

38 The district has not undergone any major transformation that would indicate the 

communities of interest have changed so significantly that substantial boundary 
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changes should occur to the current Wards or that there should be substantial 

change to the representation arrangements at this time. 

Current Position and Possible Changes: 

39 The current representation arrangements for Timaru District, calculated using the 

population estimates as at 30 June 2017 as required, are as follows: 

General 
Wards 

General 
Electoral 
Population 

Number of 
councillors 
per ward 

Population 
per councillor 

Deviation 
from district 
average 
population 
per councillor 

% deviation 
from 
district 
average 
population 
per 
councillor 

Timaru  31,800 6 5,300  68 1.30 

Pleasant 
Point - 
Temuka 

 
  9,560 

 
2 

 
4,780 

 
        -452 

 
      -8.64 

Geraldine   5,730 1 5,730          498        9.52 

Total 47,090 9 5,232   

 
40 All three Wards comply with the legislation. It is noted that both the Pleasant 

Point/Temuka and Geraldine Wards are getting close to the +/- 10% threshold.  

 
41 In 2012 the deviation from the average for each of these Wards was -7.96 and 5.04 

respectively. This was after reducing the number of Councillors from 10 to 9 (the 

Council had previously elected 10 members (excluding the mayor) since 2007. Prior 

to that and since 1992, the Council had comprised 12 members).  

 
42 In both of these Wards the growth has been less than in the Timaru Ward and over 

time, if the growth continued in the same order; the deviation may exceed the 10% 

threshold. The Draft Growth Strategy however is predicting growth across the 

District with slightly more growth occurring in the Pleasant Point, Temuka and 

Geraldine urban and fringe lifestyle areas than the average across the District. This 

suggests that an element of self correction may occur with the % deviation moving 

away from the 10% margin rather than towards or exceeding it in the Pleasant 

Point/Temuka Ward although the situation in Geraldine Ward will get worse and the 

deviation will exceed the 10% margin. 

 
43 Even though the current Ward arrangements are compliant, the Council should 

consider the various representation arrangement configurations with increased and 
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decreased numbers of elected members and should also apply the growth 

predictions contained in the Draft Growth Strategy being considered at present, to 

see how this will affect representation in the next decade or two. 

What do the current wards look like with an increase to 10 councillors? 

Wards  General 
Electoral 
Population  

Number of 
councillors 
per Ward  

Population 
per 
councillor  

Deviation 
from  
District 
average  
population 
per  
councillor  

% deviation  
from 
District  
average  
population 
per  
councillor  

Timaru  31,800 7 4,543 -166  -3.53 

Pleasant 
Point - 
Temuka 

 
  9,560 

 
2 

 
4,780 

 
            71 

 
         1.51 

Geraldine   5,730 1 5,730        1,021        21.68 

Total 47,090 10 4,709   

 
44 Changing the numbers of elected members from 9 to 10 shifts the Geraldine Ward 

into the area of non-compliance. A significant boundary change to the Geraldine 

Ward would be required to make it compliant. 

What do the current wards look like with a decrease to 8 councillors? 

Wards  General 
Electoral 
Population  

Number of 
councillors 
per Ward  

Population 
per councillor  

Deviation 
from  
District 
average  
population 
per  
councillor  

% deviation  
from 
District  
average  
population 
per  
councillor  

Timaru  31,800 5 6,360 474  8.05 

Pleasant 
Point - 
Temuka 

 
  9,560 

 
2 

 
4,780 

 
      -1,106 

 
     -18.79 

Geraldine   5,730 1 5,730          -156        -2.65 

Total 47,090 8 5,886   

 
45 Changing the numbers of elected members from 9 to 8 shifts the Pleasant 

Point/Temuka Ward into the area of non-compliance. A significant boundary change 

to the Pleasant Point/Temuka Ward would be required to make it compliant. 

46 While the Council is required to consider the number of Councillors as part of the 
Representation Review, increasing or decreasing the numbers by one from the 
current 9 would make one of the current Wards non-compliant. 
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What about reducing Timaru District to 2 Wards – combining Pleasant Point/Temuka with 
Geraldine? Is there a community of interest to support this?   

Wards  General 
Electoral 
Population  

Number of 
councillors 
per Ward  

Population 
per 
councillor  

Deviation 
from  
District 
average  
population 
per  
councillor  

% deviation  
from 
District  
average  
population 
per  
councillor  

Timaru  31,800 6 5,300 68  1.30 

Pleasant Point 
– Temuka - 
Geraldine 

 
 15,290 

 
3 

 
5,097 

 
       -135 

 
       -2.58 

Total 47,090 9 5,232   

 
47 Both Wards comply with the legislation. Does an assessment of ‘communities of 

interest’ support the amalgamation of the two Wards? Taking a broad view, the 
whole district will have some affinity with Timaru but are there any commonalities 
between Pleasant Point, Temuka and Geraldine? The fact that there are community 
boards representing each of these rural communities suggests otherwise. 

 
48 If the existing Ward structure is well understood by the electors and if the Council is 

satisfied that the current Ward structure will continue to provide effective 
representation for distinct communities of interest then there may not be a good 
governance reason to alter the wards at this time. 

 
49 As noted previously, the Draft Growth Strategy is predicting growth across the 

District with slightly more growth occurring in the Pleasant Point, Temuka and 
Geraldine urban and fringe lifestyle areas than the average across the District. This 
suggests that an element of self correction will occur with the % deviation moving 
away from the 10% margin rather than towards or exceeding it in the Pleasant 
Point/Temuka Ward although the situation in Geraldine Ward will get worse and the 
deviation will exceed the 10% margin.  

 
50 Election of all councillors at large is an option as is some councillors elected at large 

and some by wards. In 2012 the Council consulted on the following three options: 

 Option 1 – 10 members elected at large 

 Option 2 – 9 members elected from the existing wards 

 Option 3 – 9 members elected from the existing wards and 3 members elected 
at large. 

 
51 A total of 351 individual responses were received and preferences for the options 

were as follows: 

 Option 1 – 24% 

 Option 2 – 55% 

 Option 3 – 21%. 
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52 The majority of people responding preferred the existing Ward structure with 9 

Councillors with a minority in favour of elections at large or partially at large. 
 
Community Boards 

53 There are currently three community boards, all constituted in 1989, in the Timaru 
District: 

  Geraldine Community – six elected members and one member appointed to the 
Community Board by the Council representing Geraldine Ward 

 Pleasant Point Community - five elected members and two members appointed 
to the Community Board by the Council representing Pleasant Point-Temuka 
Ward 

 Temuka Community - five elected members and two members appointed to the 
Community Board by the Council representing Pleasant Point-Temuka Ward. 

 

 Should there be other community boards? 

 Are the Geraldine, Pleasant Point and Temuka Community Boards still relevant 
in the governance of the district? Are the boundaries still appropriate? 

 Are the number of members to be elected to the Community Boards and the 
number to be appointed still appropriate? 

 
54 Again, there has been little change that would indicate that there should be 

substantial change to the representation arrangements at this time. All three 

Community Boards are being consulted with and their feedback will be available to 

assist the Council with its decision-making. 

2018 Representation Review Options: 

Option 1: Status Quo  

55 Considerations: 
 All Wards comply with the legislative requirements. 
 The growth patterns predicted in the Draft District Growth Strategy indicate that 

compliance will continue in future years. 
 the existing Ward structure is well understood by the electors and the Council is 

satisfied that the current Ward structure will continue to provide effective 
representation for distinct communities of interest.  

 No significant changes have occurred since 2012 that indicate the Council should 
be making significant changes to its representation arrangements at this time. 

  WARD  Population   Members  
 Population-

Member Ratio  
 Difference from 

Quota  
 % Difference 
from Quota  

 
Council  

 
Timaru 

 
31,800 

 
6 

 
5,300 

 
68 

 
1.30 
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56 What about elections at large or a mix of at large and Wards?  

Option 2: Elections at large: 

57 Considerations: 
 Is this considered good governance for the District? 
 Do elections at large meet the fair and effective representation requirements? 
 No issues with the “+ or – 10%” rule. 
 Mayor and all Councillors elected by the electors of the whole District. 
 Can still retain community boards. 

 

  

 
Pleasant 
Point - 

Temuka 

 
9,560 

 
2 

 
4,780 

 
          -452 

 
-8.64 

 
 

Geraldine 
 

5,730 
 

1 
 

5,730 
 

498 
 

9.52 
 

 
Total 

 
47,090 

 
9 

 
5,232 

  

   Population   Members  
 Population-

Member Ratio  
 Difference from 

Quota  
 % Difference 
from Quota  

 
Council  

 
47,090 

 
9 

 
5,232 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 



 

  

2 King George Place - PO Box 522 Timaru 7940 - Telephone 03 687 7200 #1160303 

Page 24 

Option 3: Mix of Elections at large and Wards: 

58 Considerations: 
 Is this considered good governance for the District? 
 Does having some elections at large and some by way of Wards meet the fair and 

effective representation requirements? 
 The same issues still occur with the “+ or – 10%” rule. Retaining 9 Councillors in 

total and both the Pleasant Point/Temuka and Geraldine Wards do not comply 
with the legislation. 

 Mayor and some Councillors are elected by the electors of the whole District 
whilst others are elected by Wards. 

 Can still retain community boards. 
 

Example: 3 Members elected ‘at large’ and 6 members elected by Wards (retaining the 
existing total number of Councillors at 9). 

 

59 Two Wards do not comply with the legislation. The Council consulted on elections at 
large and elections partially at large in 2012 and the overall response was that the 
majority of people responding preferred the existing Ward structure with 9 
Councillors.  

 
Community Boards 
 

60 The three community boards, all constituted in 1989, in the Timaru District are: 

 Geraldine Community – six elected members and one member appointed to the 
Community Board by the Council representing Geraldine Ward 

  WARD  Population   Members  
 Population-

Member Ratio  
 Difference from 

Quota  
 % Difference 
from Quota  

 
Council 

 
Timaru 

 
31,800 

 
4 

 
7,950 

 
102 

 
1.30 

 
Pleasant 
Point - 

Temuka 

 
9,560 

 
1 

 
9,560 

 
1,712 

 
21.81 

 
 

Geraldine 
 

5,730 
 

1 
 

5,730 
 

-2,118 
 

-26.99 
 

 
Quota 

 
47,090 

 
6 

 
7,848 

  

 
 

‘At Large’ 
 

(47,090) 
 

3 
 

n/a 
n/a n/a 

 
 

Total 
 

47,090 
 

9 
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 Pleasant Point Community - five elected members and two members appointed 
to the Community Board by the Council representing Pleasant Point-Temuka 
Ward 

 Temuka Community - five elected members and two members appointed to the 
Community Board by the Council representing Pleasant Point-Temuka Ward. 

 
Darryl Griffin, Electionz.com 
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Legislative Requirements: 

 

TERRITORIAL AUTHORITIES LEA 2002 

Mayor To be elected by the electors of the district as a whole. s19B 
s 8(2) LG(AC) 
Act 2009 

Membership 
[Excluding 
Mayor] 

To be not less than five nor more than 29 councillors. s19A 
s 8(1) LG(AC) 
Act 

Basis of election 

 

Options of: 

• all councillors elected by wards 

• some councillors elected by wards and some at large 

• all councillors elected at large. 

Each ward must elect at least one councillor, and each 
councillor representing a ward must be elected by the 
electors of that ward. 

If there are no wards, councillors are elected by the 
electors of the district as a whole. 

s19C 

 

Representation 

 

Arrangements must: 

• provide effective representation of communities of 
interest within the district 

• if the district is divided into wards, ensure that 
electors receive fair representation having regard to 
the +/-10% population rule provided in section 19V(2) 
• ensure that ward boundaries coincide with current 
statistical mesh block areas 

• ensure that ward boundaries, as far as practicable, 
coincide with community boundaries 

Section 19V(3)(a) provides grounds for not complying 
with the +/-10% rule as set out in section 19V(2).   

s19T, s19V, 
s19X 
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For territorial authorities and communities, these relate 
to: 

 effective representation for island or isolated 
communities; 

 where non-compliance would limit effective 
representation of communities of interest by 
dividing a community of interest between wards 
or subdivisions; 

 where non-compliance would limit effective 
representation of communities of interest by 
uniting within a ward or subdivision two or more 
communities of interest with few commonalities 
of interest. 

All exceptions to the +/-10% rule must be approved by 
the Local Government Commission.  The approval of 
the Commission is required whether or not appeals or 
objections are lodged against a territorial authority’s 
decision. 

COMMUNITY BOARDS 

Membership 

 

To be not less than four nor more than 12 members and: 

• must include at least four elected members 

• may include appointed members who must be 
members of, and appointed by, the territorial authority 
for the district in respect of which the community is 
constituted. 

The number of appointed members must be less than 
half the total number of members. 

If the territorial authority is divided into wards, the 
appointed members must represent a ward in which the 
community is situated. 

s19F 

 

Basis of election 

 

A community may be subdivided for electoral purposes 
and, if so, each subdivision must elect at least one 
member. 

If the community comprises two or more whole wards of 
the territorial authority, the members may be elected by 
the electors of each ward. 

s19G 
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If the community is not subdivided or divided by wards, 
then the members must be elected by the electors of the 
community as a whole. 

If the community is subdivided, members representing a 
subdivision must be elected by the electors of that 
subdivision. 

If the community is divided by wards, members 
representing each ward must be elected by the electors 
of that ward. 

Representation 

 

Arrangements must: 

• provide effective representation of communities of 
interest within the community and fair representation of 
electors 

• have regard to such of the criteria as apply to local 
government reorganisation under the Local Government 
Act 2002 as are considered appropriate in the 
circumstances 

• with respect to any subdivision, ensure the electors of 
the subdivision receive fair representation having regard 
to the +/-10% population rule provided in section 19V(2)  

• ensure the boundaries of every community and of 
every subdivision of a community coincide with the 
boundaries of current statistical mesh block areas 

Section 19V(3)(a) provides grounds for not complying 
with the +/-10% rule as set out in section 19V(2).   

For territorial authorities and communities, these relate 
to: 

 effective representation for island or isolated 
communities; 

 where non-compliance would limit effective 
representation of communities of interest by 
dividing a community of interest between wards or 
subdivisions; 

 where non-compliance would limit effective 
representation of communities of interest by 
uniting within a ward or subdivision two or more 
communities of interest with few commonalities of 
interest. 

s19V, 

s19W, s19X 
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All exceptions to the +/-10% rule must be approved by 
the Local Government Commission.  The approval of the 
Commission is required whether or not appeals or 
objections are lodged against a territorial authority’s 
decision. 
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Further Legislative Requirements: 

Date by Action Commentary Statutory 
ref 

2017 to 
early 2018 

 

 

 

Between 1 
March 2018 
and 25 
August 
2018 (for 
full 14 day 
period prior 
to public 
notice) 

 

Obtain the most up-to-date 
population estimates. Identify a 
range of possible representation 
models.  Undertake preliminary 
consultation with the public on 
options. 

Territorial authority must 
determine by resolution: 

• whether councillors are to be 
elected by the electors of the 
district as a whole, the 
electors of two or more wards, 
or a mixture of both options 

• if councillors are to be elected 
by the district as a whole, the 
proposed number of 
councillors to be elected 

• if councillors are to be elected 
by a mix of wards/at large, the 
proposed number to be 
elected by the district as a 
whole and the proposed 
number to be elected by two 
or more wards 

• if councillors are to be elected 
by wards, the proposed name 
and boundaries of each ward, 
and the number of councillors 
proposed to be elected by the 
electors of each ward 

In making this resolution, 
territorial authorities must 
comply with requirements for 
effective representation of 
communities of interest and fair 
representation for electors. 

Not legal requirements but 
recommended as good 
practice. 

 

 

Section 19H is to be read in 
conjunction with section 
19ZH and Schedule 1A in 
relation to the 
establishment of Māori 
wards. 

Resolutions cannot be 
passed any earlier than 1 
March 2018 (a new 
legislative requirement) to 
ensure the use of most up-
to-date population 
estimates and for receipt 
of poll demands on the 
electoral system or Māori 
wards. If a valid poll 
demand is received, the 
resolution will have to 
follow the holding of the 
poll i.e. after 21 May 2018. 

 

Refer to sections 19T, 19V, 
19W and the Local 
Government Commission’s 
guidelines concerning 
communities of interest 
and fair and effective 
representation. 

 

 

 

 

s19H, 

s19J, 

s19K,  

s19T,  

s19V, 

s19W s19ZH 
Schedule 
1A: cls 1, 2, 
5, 6, 7 
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Territorial authority must also 
determine by resolution: 

•  whether there should be 
communities and community 
boards and, if so, the nature of 
those communities and the 
structure of community 
boards including: 

• how many communities 
should be constituted 

• details of any existing 
communities that should be 
abolished or united with 
others 

• any boundary alterations that 
may be necessary 

• whether any communities 
should be subdivided for 
electoral purposes or continue 
to be subdivided 

• any alterations to existing 
subdivisions 

• the number of members of the 
boards, including those 
elected and those appointed 

• whether the members who 
are to be elected will be 
elected by: 

- the community as a whole 
- subdivisions 
- wards 

• where there are subdivisions: 

- the names and boundaries of 
those subdivisions 

- the number of members for 
each subdivision. 

In making this resolution, 
territorial authorities must 
comply with requirements for 

Refer to section 19J(1). 

 

The community board 
review process applies to 
all territorial authorities 
carrying out reviews, not 
just those that have 
community boards. Each 
territorial authority must, 
as a part of its 
representation review, 
consider whether 
community boards are 
necessary to provide fair 
and effective 
representation for 
individuals and 
communities in its district. 
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effective representation of 
communities of interest and fair 
representation for electors. 

 

If local boards have been 
established for the territorial 
authority district, the territorial 
authority must determine by 
resolution: 

 the proposed number of 
elected members 

 if provided for by an Order 
in Council under s 25 of the  
Local Government Act 2002, 
the proposed number of 
appointed members 

 whether the elected 
members will be elected by: 
- the electors of the local 

board area as a whole 
- subdivisions of the local 

board area 
- wards 

 where there are 
subdivisions; 
- the names and boundaries 
of those subdivisions 

The number of members for 
each subdivision 

 where there are wards, the 
number of members for 
each ward 

 the proposed name of any 
local board 

 

Refer to section 19ZH and 
Schedule 1A with respect to 
Māori wards. 

As soon as practicable after 
passing the resolution, the 
territorial authority must send a 

 

Refer to section 19H 

 

The following matters can 
only be dealt with through 
the reorganisation process 
under Schedule 3 of the 
Local Government Act 
2002: 

 the establishment, 
union or abolition of 
local boards 

 alteration of the 
external boundaries of 
the local board area 

 whether or not a local 
board has a 
chairperson elected by 
the electors of local 
board area 

 whether or not the 
local board has 
appointed members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

s19L 
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copy to: 
• Local Government 

Commission 
• Surveyor-General 
• Government Statistician 
• Remuneration Authority 
• Regional council. 
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Geraldine Community Board 

for the Meeting of 30 May 2018 

 

Report for Agenda Item No 9 

 
Prepared by Andrew Dixon 

Land Transport Manager 
 
 

State Highway 79 Geraldine Potential Relocation 

_______________________________ 

 

Purpose of Report 

1. The purpose of this report is to revisit the proposal to change the route of State 
Highway 79 (SH79) through the Geraldine urban area, replacing Cox Street with 
Kennedy and Talbot Streets. 

Background 

2. The option of relocating SH79 through Geraldine has been considered a number of 
times in the past.   

3. In 2004 a feasibility study report was prepared by Consultants MWH New Zealand 
Limited.  This report outlined the issues, advantages/disadvantages and costs of 
the potential relocation of SH79 using Kennedy Street and Talbot Street, and 
returning Cox Street to a local road.  This report is still relevant today with the 
exception of costs that need to be updated to reflect the current market prices.  
The report is attached for information. 

4. This report was considered by the Geraldine Community Board at its meeting on  
1 June 2004 and again on 7 September 2004 following input from the Geraldine 
Advisory Group.  The Board supported the SH79 relocation and recommended to 
Council for funding to meet the required road upgrading to enable the changeover 
of the state highway.   

5. The District Services Committee (now Infrastructure Committee) did not support 
the funding request for the road upgrades on the basis that it would be funded by 
the entire district ratepayers, but did approve funding for further consultation with 
the Geraldine community on the possible SH79 relocation.   

6. Further consultation with the Geraldine community on the proposed re-routing of 
SH79 through Geraldine was held in October 2005.  This involved a public meeting 
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and an open day inviting people to comment on the proposal. The consultation 
focussed on the following questions: 

 Is change to the route needed and why? 

 How are you affected by the current route? 

 What issues must any route recognise or overcome? 

 If an altered route is desirable what route ideas do you have? 

7. The outcome of the consultation highlighted that there was substantial satisfaction 
with the current SH79 route and little support for change.  There were some issues 
with the existing route noted, being the use by heavy vehicles, the Cox/Talbot 
Streets intersection congestion and safety.  Solutions suggested involved a more 
modest change rather than a significant alteration of the highway route.  

8. Following consideration of the community consultation, the Geraldine Community 
Board at the meeting on 16 November 2005 resolved: 

“That it be recommended to the District Services Committee that the Kennedy 
Street State Highway 79 Potential Relocation Project not proceed ie status quo 
remain.” 

This was endorsed by the District Services Committee at its meeting on  
29 November 2005. 

Options 

9. The Geraldine Community Board has suggested that the potential relocation of 
SH79 through Geraldine urban area should be revisited again.  It has been over  
12 years since the proposal was last considered and noted that changes to property 
ownership, property use, traffic volumes and mix have occurred during this time.  
In addition with increased traffic, concerns have been raised regarding the traffic 
safety around the primary school on Cox Street. 

10. There are limited practical options for potential relocation of SH79 through 
Geraldine.  The use of Kennedy Street and Talbot Street as previously proposed, 
remains the desired alternative route.  This route is slightly longer in  distance being 
an additional 210 metres. 

11. Three options have been identified: 

a. State Highway 79 through Geraldine remains on the present route and 
therefore no further action is required. 

b. Engage with the Geraldine community to revisit a potential SH79 alternative 
route and determine community views and support for the proposal.  

c. Recommend to Council that SH79 route through Geraldine is changed to 
Kennedy and Talbot Streets and that funding be allocated for road 
upgrading and discussions with NZTA be undertaken.  The final change of 
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road designation will require the Special Consultative Procedure process to 
be used where public submissions are invited.  This could be done in 
conjunction with the next annual plan or Long Term Plan. 

12. Cost remains the biggest hurdle for the change in the SH79 route.  It is expected 
that the following upgrade projects would be required: 

i. Kennedy Street will need widening/strengthening and require new kerb 
and channel and street lighting.  Rough order of cost is $1,000,000 

ii. Two bridges on Kennedy Street require widening or replacement and 
strengthening to provide sufficient capacity for full High Productivity 
Motor Vehicles (HPMV) of at least 65 tonnes mass.  Rough order of cost 
$800,000 

iii. SH79/Kennedy Street intersection realigned to ensure traffic is 
channelled into Kennedy Street.  Rough order of cost $400,000. 

13. In addition Talbot Street would also need to be rehabilitated as the existing road 
pavement is at the end of its design life.  This is planned and included in the draft 
Long Term Plan. 

14. The positive aspects of the potential re-routing of SH79 are improvements in safety 
with reduced traffic passing the Geraldine Primary School and at the Cox 
Street/Talbot Street intersection that has both safety and congestion issues.  

Identification of Relevant Legislation, Council Policy and Plans 

15. Applicable legislation is: 

 Local Government Act 1974 

 Government Roading Powers Act 1989 

 Land Transport Management Act 2003 

16. Relevant Plans and strategies are: 

 Timaru District Draft Long Term Plan 2018-28 

 Canterbury Regional Transport Plan 

Assessment of Significance 

17. This matter is not deemed significant under the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy. 

Consultation 

18. Consultation will be required with the Geraldine community, other stakeholders 
such as the Road Transport Association, the AA and NZ Transport Agency.   

19. Previous community consultation has included public meetings, workshops and 
“drop in” sessions to encourage views to be presented.  
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Other Considerations 

20. If supported by Council the change in road designation from local road to State 
Highway may require Council to use the Special Consultative procedure as outlined 
in the Local Government Act 2002. 

21. Any change in the SH79 route would require NZTA support and approval.  

22. Some vehicles may continue to use Cox Street even if the State Highway is re-
routed.  Cox Street will remain the shortest route when travelling through 
Geraldine and heavy vehicles that pay road user charges based on mileage may 
choose to continue to use this road.  Similarly tourists using GPS systems will be 
directed down Cox Street if the “shortest route” option is selected.  

Funding Implications 

23. There is no funding allocation in the draft Long Term Plan for either the 
investigation/consultation of the potential change in the SH79 route through 
Geraldine or the upgrades of the roads, intersections and bridges that would be 
required.  

24. The cost of associated capital upgrade projects would be significant.  These would 
require further scoping and estimates prepared and require input from the NZ 
Transport Agency (NZTA) on expected road, bridge and intersection upgrade 
requirements.  NZTA has been asked to specify these requirements.  

25. The upgrading of Kennedy Street and associated bridges and intersections may be 
eligible for NZTA financial assistance.  However this has not been included in the 
2018-21 funding allocation programme.  The project is also not included in the 
Canterbury Regional Transport Plan which is a requirement for any NZTA financial 
assistance.  This plan is reviewed again in 2021 and the Kennedy Street upgrade 
project could be included then. 

Conclusion 

26. The Geraldine Community Board has requested the reconsideration of the potential 
re-routing of State Highway 79 through Geraldine urban area.  This was previously 
considered in 2005 and was not supported at that time.   

27. Since this time, land use, land ownerships and traffic volumes have changed.  In 
addition, there are some new road safety concerns past the Geraldine Primary 
School on Cox Street and at the Cox/Talbot Street intersection that may be 
mitigated if the State Highway is re-routed. 

28. There are few options for the re-routing of State Highway 79 through Geraldine 
and the most feasible option remains the one identified in 2004 being Kennedy and 
Talbot Streets. 

29. Kennedy Street is not at a State Highway standard and would need upgrading.  The 
rough order of cost is $2.2 million and it is recommended that this be further  
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scoped and cost estimates refined, should consultation with the Geraldine 
Community proceed. 

30. NZTA has been informed of the potential re-routing proposal and will be replying 
indicating support and requirements should re-routing be considered acceptable. 

31. It is recommended that further consultation with both the community and 
stakeholders be undertaken before a final decision is made. 

 

Recommendation 

That the Geraldine Community Board confirms its position on whether to proceed 
with the proposal to investigate the possible re-routing of State Highway 79 through 
the Geraldine southern urban area. 
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