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Timaru District Council 

 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Infrastructure Committee will be held in the 

Council Chamber, Timaru District Council Building, 2 King George Place, Timaru on 

Tuesday 24 July 2018, at the conclusion of the Environmental Services Committee 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Committee Members 

Clrs David Jack (Chairperson), Paddy O’Reilly (Deputy Chairperson), Nigel Bowen, Peter Burt, 
Andrea Leslie, Richard Lyon, Sally Parker, Kerry Stevens, Steve Wills and the Mayor. 

 

 

 

Local Authorities (Members’ Interests) Act 1968 

Committee members are reminded that if you have a pecuniary interest in any item on the 

agenda, then you must declare this interest and refrain from discussing or voting on this 

item, and are advised to withdraw from the meeting table. 

 

 

 

Bede Carran 
Chief Executive 
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Infrastructure Committee 

24 July 2018 

Agenda 

Item 
No 

Page 
No  

1   Apologies 

2   Identification of Urgent Business   

3   Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature  

4   Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

5   Chairman’s Report 

6  1 Confirmation of Minutes  

7  4 State Highway 1 Pareora 

8  11 Government Policy Statement on Transport and Enhanced funding 
assistance rates for Local Government 

9   Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

10   Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

11  15 Public Excluded 

12   Property Matter – to be circulated 

13  16 Readmittance of Public 
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Timaru District Council 

For the meeting of 24 July 2018 

 

 

 Report for Agenda Item No 6 

 

Prepared by Ashley Harper 
  Group Manager Infrastructure 
 

Confirmation of Minutes  

 

_______________________________ 

 

Minutes of the June Infrastructure Committee meeting. 

 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Infrastructure Committee meeting, held on 12 June 2018 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record. 
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Timaru District Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Infrastructure Committee held in the Council Chamber, 
District Council Building, King George Place, Timaru on 12 June 2018 at 9:15am 

Present Clrs Paddy O’Reilly (Chairperson), Peter Burt (from 
9.25am), Nigel Bowen, Andrea Leslie, Richard Lyon, Sally 
Parker, Kerry Stevens, Steve Wills and the Mayor 

Apologies Proposed  Clr Parker 
 Seconded Clr Stevens 

 “That the apologies from Clr Burt (for lateness), Clr Jack, 
Raewyn Hessell of the Pleasant Point Community Board and 
Gavin Oliver of the Geraldine community Board be 
accepted.” 

Motion carried 

In Attendance Lloyd McMillan – Temuka Community Board  

 Chief Executive (Bede Carran), Group Manager 
Infrastructure (Ashley Harper), Land Transport Manager 
(Andrew Dixon) and Council Secretary (Joanne Brownie) 

1. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

There were no conflicts of interest declared. 

2. Acting Chairperson’s Report 

The Acting Chairperson reported on meetings he had attended and duties he had 
carried out on behalf of the Committee since the last meeting including 
community board meetings, hui at Arowhenua marae, a workshop on earthquake 
strengthening building regulations and discussions with the Group Manager.  

 Proposed  Clr O’Reilly 
 Seconded Clr Wills 

“That the Acting Chairperson’s report be noted.” 

  Motion carried 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

 Proposed  Clr O’Reilly 
 Seconded Clr Wills 

“That the minutes of the Infrastructure Committee meeting of 8 May 2018 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record.” 

Motion carried 
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4. State Highway 79 Geraldine Potential Relocation 

The Committee considered a report by the Land Transport Manager on a 
recommendation from the Geraldine Community Board to prepare a 
transportation strategy including revisiting the potential to re-route State 
Highway 79 (SH79) through the Geraldine urban area. 

The Land Transport Manager advised that the issue is being revisited for a 
number of reasons including an increase in traffic, increased tourism activity, 
safety concerns near the primary school and near the Cox Street/Talbot Street 
intersection, heavy vehicle conflict with pedestrians, and greater use of SH79 
instead of SH8.   

When the Geraldine Community Board considered the issue at its meeting on 30 
May, the Board suggested widening the scope of the issue to also investigate a 
transportation strategy for the Geraldine area.   

Also, it is now suggested that the traffic congestion at the Upper Orari Bridge 
could be looked at in parallel with the SH79 re-routing investigation, as there 
have been ongoing reported issues with bottle necks at the bridge, especially at 
times of special events (eg War Birds over Wanaka). Funding options for this 
work could be investigated via the Provincial Growth Fund or Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund. 

It was noted that the SH79 issue could be a lengthy process as there are a 
number of steps to go through, including obtaining further information, involving 
NZTA and further consultation with the community. 

Clr Burt joined the meeting. 

 Proposed  Clr Bowen 
 Seconded the Mayor 

a  “That the Infrastructure Committee notes and supports the development of 
a Geraldine transportation strategy including community consultation and 
consideration of the potential relocation of State Highway 79. 

b That in parallel with the SH 79 investigation, investigative work be carried 
out in regard to the traffic concerns with the Upper Orari bridge.”  

Motion carried 

The meeting concluded at 9.31am. 

 

__________________ 
Chairperson 
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Infrastructure Committee 

for the Meeting of 24 July 2018 

Report for Agenda Item No 7 

Prepared by Andrew Dixon 
 Land Transport Manager 
 
State Highway 1 Pareora  

_______________________________ 

Purpose of Report 

1. To consider the New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) response to the road 
safety issues raised by the Pareora community in the petition presented to 
Council on 26 February 2018.  

Background 

2. A petition from the Pareora Community was presented to Timaru District Council 
and NZTA on 26 February 2018. This petition and the road safety issues 
highlighted therein were considered by the Infrastructure Committee at its 
meeting on 13 March 2018. 

3. The issues predominately related to the State Highway.  A representative from 
the NZTA, who are responsible for the management of this highway, was present 
at the meeting. 

4. NZTA noted that the situation was complex but they were committed to 
reviewing the issues, exploring potential improvements and reporting back to 
Council.   

5. The Committee resolved that: 

“That once the NZTA detailed assessment is received that this matter be further 
reported to the Infrastructure Committee.” 

6. NZTA has completed its assessment of the issues raised by the Pareora 
community and has provided its response with proposed actions where 
appropriate, for consideration.  This response is attachment 1.  Briefly, it does 
not propose any lowering of the speed limit, but some minor improvements to 
the layout and working with other agencies including the police to address the 
concerns of speed and visibility.   

7. NZTA has offered to participate in further community information meetings to 
provide feedback on these issues and its responses.  NZTA will also communicate 
its investigations and responses to local Pareora resident Amanda Bisset-Popma 
who organised the petition asking us to address a list of safety concerns.  
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8. NZTA plans to initiate the proposed safety improvements in conjunction with the 
South Canterbury state highway maintenance and operation contract, as part of 
the 2018-2019 programme of works. 

Identification of Relevant Legislation, Council Policy and Plans 

9. Government Policy Statement on Transport 2018 

10. National Land Transport Programme 2018-21 

11. Transport Act 1998 and the Land Transport Management Act 2003 

Funding Implications 

12. The proposed State Highway improvements are funded by NZTA.  

Conclusion 

13. NZTA has assessed the issues and concerns of the Pareora Community that were 
raised with Council through a local petition presented in February 2018. 

14. The NZTA response to these concerns is outlined in the letter that is attached.   

15. The actions proposed involve road delineation improvements, improvements to 
parking in the vicinity of the intersection of State Highway 1 and The Avenue and 
working with NZ Police to improve driver behaviour. 

16. There are still some further investigations on improvement options regarding the 
passing bay on the State Highway immediately south of the Pareora intersection.  

Recommendations 

1. That the report be received and noted. 

2. That the proposed implementation programme be monitored for effectiveness.  
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Appendix 1 
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Infrastructure Committee 

for the Meeting of 24 July 2018 

Report for Agenda Item No 8 

Prepared by Andrew Dixon 
Land Transport Manager 
 

Government Policy Statement on Transport and Enhanced Funding Assistance Rates 
for Local Government 

_______________________________ 

Purpose of Report 

1. To brief the Infrastructure Committee on the final Government Policy Statement 
on Land Transport 2018/19 – 2027/28 (GPS 2018) and the funding implications 
for Timaru District Council. 

Background 

2. The GPS 2018 was recently adopted by government and sets out the priorities, 
objectives and funding levels for land transport, establishing funding ranges for 
land transport activity classes and identifying the results expected from this 
investment for the next ten years.  The GPS is reviewed by government a 
minimum of once every three years. 

3. The Government’s commitments make it clear that transformation of the land 
transport system is a priority. GPS 2018 presents a number of changes in 
direction, prioritising a safer transport system free of death and injury, accessible 
and affordable transport, reduced emissions and value for money. A summary of 
the GPS 2018 is included with this report as attachment 1. 

4. The GPS 2018 increases funding for transport across nearly all activities to 
varying degrees.  The exception is state highway improvements where funding 
will reduce significantly from 2019/20.  There are two new activity classes being 
rapid transit and transitional rail, that are applied to New Zealand’s large metro 
cities. 

5. The increases in the GPS 2018 activity funding are being funded from additional 
revenue following the increases in fuel excise duty taxes and road user charges. 

6. Of particular relevance to Timaru District is the welcome increases in road 
maintenance and renewals, for both local roads and state highways, local road 
improvements and road safety promotion.  One significant change in the GPS 
2018 that does affect Timaru District Council positively is the government now 
providing financial assistance towards the maintenance and renewals of 
footpaths.  This financial assistance will be at our nominated financial assistance 
rate (FAR) being 52% for 2018/19 and 51% thereafter. However, this is subject to 
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a bid process the same as other roading activities and the funding allocation 
being nationally contested.  We expect confirmation on the funding level at the 
end of August 2018. 

7. NZTA has also signalled the availability of enhanced FAR to local authorities for 
local road improvements and the continuation of the 85% FAR for LED street light 
replacements.  The enhanced FAR for local road improvements will be applied to 
projects of high results alignment to the GPS 2018, predominately road safety.   

8. NZTA policy is that any improvement project less than $1.0 million is a minor 
project and therefore part of our “Low Cost-Low Risk” (LC-LR) activities 
programme.  Timaru District Council local road improvements planned in the next 
3 years are all less than $1.0 million and therefore LC-LR projects.   Recent 
discussions with NZTA indicate that some projects included in our LC-LR activity 
may be eligible for an enhanced FAR.  These projects would be in relation to: 

 safety of local roads 

 improving the effectiveness of public transport 

 walking and cycling improvements 

 improving network resilience. 
 

We are awaiting further details on this. 

9. The GPS 2018 does not determine which projects will be funded, or how much 
funding any particular project will receive. Rather, the GPS sets ranges of funding 
which Government will make available for different types of activity  for the next 
three years and indicatively for years 4 to 10. The NZTA then determines which 
projects receive funding and to what level within those overall funding ranges. 

10. The new GPS 2018 has not had a significant impact on Timaru District Council 
financial assistance bids to NZTA.  The business case that supports our funding 
bid was focussed on maintaining the assets we have at the desired level of 
service our community needs.  The final allocations for the 2018/19 – 2020/21 
programme are expected at the end of August 2018. 

11. The government focus in the GPS 2018 has shifted from efficient transport  
networks to road safety and access or transport choice.  This has required the 
review of the State Highway programme with no further funding for Roads of 
National Significance (RONS) projects following the completion of those already 
committed.  

12. With travel efficiency no longer a government priority, there are other projects 
that have been “shelved”.  Of relevance to our district is the deferment of the 
Upper Orari Bridge two laning and the Timaru 4-laning projects.  There may be 
opportunity to secure funding of these through the provincial development fund.  
We will be preparing a business case for the Upper Orari bridge two laning as 
part of the Geraldine transportation strategy work. 
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Identification of Relevant Legislation, Council Policy and Plans 

13. Land Transport Management Act 2003  

14. National Land Transport Programme 2018-28 

15. Canterbury Regional Transport Plan 2018-28  

Funding Implications 

16. There are a number of funding implications for Timaru District Council in regard 
to the quantum of financial assistance approved by NZTA as part of the National 
Land Transport Programme (NLTP) that will be confirmed at the end of August 
2018. 

17.  Indicative NZTA financial allocations for road maintenance and renewals are less 
than our bid that was based on the Long Term Plan.  Although the National Fund 
has increased there is still insufficient funding to meet all council’s bids therefore 
some reductions were applied..  However these are provisional and additional 
funding has been signalled subject to further information being provided. 

18. The financial assistance for our LC-LR projects is unknown at present.  There is a 
possibility that we may not receive the allocation bid for these, however some of 
these projects may receive an enhanced FAR. 

19. The inclusion of footpaths in the NLTP for the first time will provide Council with 
financial assistance for these activities that will be additional unbudgeted 
revenue.  The sum is unknown but potentially could be up to $500,000.  
Footpaths are Community funded from the respective community works and 
services rate. 

20. Generally, it is anticipated that Council will receive a 10% increase in the 2018-21 
programme from the previous 2015-18 programme. 

Conclusion 

21. The Government has recently released the approved GPS 2018 that sets the 
scene for funding of transport services and infrastructure for the next 10 years. 
The government focus for transport has changed and this has some impact on 
future programmes.   

22. Funding has increased for most activities through the increases in fuel excise duty 
and road user charges. 

23. Some new activities will now be financially assisted by NZTA including footpath 
maintenance and renewals.  We have submitted our bid based on approved LTP 
budgets but the amount financially assisted will not be known until the NLTP is 
approved. 

24. The Timaru District Council financial assistance for the 2018-21 programme will 
be approved as part of the National Land Transport Programme (NLTP) approval 
at the end of August 2018.   
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Recommendation 

That the report be received and the funding implications noted. 
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Appendix 1 
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Infrastructure Committee 

for the Meeting of 24 July 2018 

Report for Agenda Item No 11 

Prepared by Ashley Harper 
Group Manager Infrastructure 

 

Exclusion of the Public 

_______________________________ 

Recommendation 

That the Committee resolves to exclude the public on the grounds contained in Section 
48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act: 

Confirmation of Minutes 

 Property Purchase 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
Section 7(2)(b)(ii) 
The withholding of information is necessary to protect the 
information that would be likely unreasonably to prejudice 
the commercial position of the person who supplied the 
information. 
 
 
Section 7(2)(i) 
The withholding of the information is necessary to enable 
the Council to carry out, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial and 
industrial negotiations) 
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Infrastructure Committee 

for the Meeting of 24 July 2018 

 

Report for Agenda Item No 13 

 

Prepared by  Ashley Harper 
Group Manager Infrastructure 

 

Readmittance of the Public 

_______________________________ 

Recommendation 

That the public be readmitted to the meeting. 

 


