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Temuka Community Board 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Temuka Community Board will be held in the St. 
Joseph's School Hall, 30 Wilkin Street, Temuka, on Monday 15 November 2021, at 5pm. 

Temuka Community Board Members 

Cr Paddy O'Reilly (Chairperson), Alison Talbot (Deputy Chairperson), Cr Richard Lyon, Stephanie 
McCullough, Lloyd McMillan, Charles Scarsbrook and Gaye Broker  

 

Local Authorities (Members’ Interests) Act 1968 

Community Board members are reminded that if you have a pecuniary interest in any item on the 
agenda, then you must declare this interest and refrain from discussing or voting on this item, and 
are advised to withdraw from the meeting table 

Bede Carran 
Chief Executive 
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7 Confirmation of Minutes 

7.1 Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 16 August 2021 

Author: Andrew Feary, Governance Advisor  

 
 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 16 August 2021 be confirmed 
as a true and correct record of that meeting and that the Chairperson’s electronic signature be 
attached. 

 

 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 16 August 2021   
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Ref: 1461109 

 



Temuka Community Board Meeting Minutes  16 August 2021 

 

Page 8 

Minutes of Timaru District Council 
Temuka Community Board Meeting 

Held in the Temuka Library/Service Centre, King Street, Temuka 
on Monday, 16 August 2021 at 5pm 

 

Present: Cr Paddy O'Reilly (Chairperson), Alison Talbot (Deputy Chairperson), Cr Richard 
Lyon, Stephanie McCullough, Lloyd McMillan, Charles Scarsbrook, Gaye Broker 

In Attendance:  Eric Peters – Opihi College – for public forum item 2.1 Mural 

 Jennine Maguire – cycleway – for public forum item 2.2 Cycle Trail 

 Mayor Nigel Bowen, Land Transport Manager (Suzy Ratahi), Recreation 
Facilities Manager (Craig Motley)(for item 2.1), Governance Support Officer 
(Joanne Brownie), Governance Advisor (Andrew Feary) 

 

1 Apologies  

Apology 

Resolution 2021/15 

Moved: Paddy O'Reilly 
Seconded: Alison Talbot 

That the apology received from Cr Burt be accepted. 

Carried 

2 Public Forum 

2.1 Temuka Swimming Pool Mural 

The project to have a mural on the inside wall of the Temuka swimming pool was explained.  The 
Temuka Projects Trust received funding from the stimulus fund to finance the mural, and Opihi 
College has come up with some possible designs, which are now presented to the Board for 
consideration.  

Eric Peters, from Opihi College explained the background to the concept designs presented.  The 
Recreation Facilities Manager spoke in support of the proposal.  It is the intention to have the mural 
on the inner wall of the pool facility by the beginning of the coming swimming season.  The project 
is to be staged and may also eventually include a mural on the outside of the pool.  The full extent 
of the project may take some years to complete.  The Board generally liked the colourful designs 
and said whatever is finally decided on, should have a water based theme and not be age related. It 
was noted that over time the murals can be changed.   

The proposed designs will be progressed and images circulated to the Board. 

2.2 Trail along Waihi River between Geraldine and Temuka 

Jennine Maguire of the working group to establish a cycle trail between Geraldine and Temuka 
updated the Board on the project, which has unfortunately not progressed as fast as initially hoped. 
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The track will be on or adjacent to, the current stopbank.  An ongoing maintenance agreement has 
been confirmed. The delays have been due to the number of landowners involved and reluctance 
by some of them to agree to access over their land.  Negotiations are still taking place.  Purchasing 
land is also being considered and possible use of the Geraldine Endowment Fund to buy a particular 
section of the land has been explored. A major impediment has now arisen due to the May flood 
event, which means the cycleway can no longer be located between the  river and the stopbank.   

It is hoped that the section from Temuka to Winchester along the river will be achievable, with the 
section from Winchester to Geraldine possibly being located along the railway line or via Orari. 

 

Another meeting of the working group will be held next week to discuss the next steps.   

3 Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

The Board agreed to consider the following items as urgent business – 

 Naming rights of Alpine Energy stadium 

 Community Board Strategic Plan 

 Old SPCA building/picture theatre – will be cleared and tidied up 

 St Leonards Road Playground Naming – in public excluded session. 

4 Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

The Board agreed to consider Three Waters as a minor nature item. 

5 Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

There were no conflicts of interest declared. 

6 Chairperson’s Report 

The Chairperson reported on meetings he had attended and duties he had undertaken since the 
last meeting including attending Council meetings, visit to the new Downlands Water Supply 
treatment plant, visit to the Beeby Road site of the bridge washout, meeting with ECan councillor 
Peter Scott to visit flood damage sites, visited damage to Temuka golf course and Torepe Fields, 
and advised of feedback following the Community Board meeting in Winchester including the 
Winchester hall sign which is in hand, Burdon reserve land was gifted by the Burdon family, and 
the location of postboxes must be at a pedestrian based site (not drive through) in accordance 
with  NZ Post policy. 

Resolution 2021/16 

Moved: Paddy O'Reilly 
Seconded: Stephanie McCullough 

That the Chairperson’s report be received. 

Carried 
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7 Confirmation of Minutes 

7.1 Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 5 July 2021 

 

Resolution 2021/17 

Moved: Richard Lyon 
Seconded: Gaye Broker 

That the Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 5 July 2021 be confirmed as a 
true and correct record of that meeting and that the Chairperson’s electronic signature be 
attached. 

Carried 

 

8 Reports 

8.1 Temuka and Winchester Community Heritage Panels 

The Board considered a report by the Land Transport Manager on the heritage panel project for 
both the Temuka and Winchester Communities and to confirm funding for this project.  Council 
officers and Community Board representatives have investigated suitable locations for the signs, 
including one at Winchester.  

Resolution 2021/18 

Moved: Gaye Broker 
Seconded: Richard Lyon 

1. That the Temuka Community Board supports the Heritage Panel project and approves 
additional funding from the Temuka Community Board fund of up to $8,000 (excluding GST) 
to complete the panels project. 

2. That the Board delegate to the Chairperson to liaise with Council officers to determine the 
most appropriate and safe sites to install the Heritage Panels. 

Carried 

 

9 Consideration of Minor Nature Matter – Three Waters 

The Mayor updated the Board on the Three Waters proposal. 

An external agency has been engaged to  provide independent information, to be an alternative 
source to that provided by the Department of Internal Affairs, in order that Council has sufficient 
information to make an informed decision.  A report is being prepared which is due at the end of 
August.  Information is being prepared to provide to the public with public meetings planned for 
Timaru, Temuka, Pleasant Point and Geraldine for early September. All information, both Council-
sourced and that provided by the government, will be made available. 
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Feedback will be sought before Council considers its position at the end of September.  Council will 
then be in a position to make an informed decision on the current reform proposal.   

While some councils are supportive of the government-led proposal, many councils have major 
concerns and see the proposal as a future loss of control over important infrastructure assets.  In 
Timaru’s case,  our Council has invested significantly in its three waters infrastructure to make it 
resilient for the future, whereas some other councils have had major issues – for example Havelock 
North, Wellington and Auckland.  

There is some consensus that a regulator is necessary but Timaru District Council does not support 
the reform model being put forward. It is possible that despite the consultation with local 
authorities, the government will implement mandated reform.  

10 Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

10.1 Former theatre/SPCA building 

The meeting was informed that this site will be cleared and tidied up. 

10.2 Alpine Energy Stadium Naming Rights 

The Board noted that 25 years has passed since the naming of the Temuka Stadium and sponsorship 
deal. The naming rights have now expired.  The Board discussed possibly seeking a continuation of 
the naming rights arrangement if Alpine Energy is interested in continuing the funding/sponsorship 
or seeking alternative sponsorship or changing the name of the stadium. 

It was agreed that an approach be made to Alpine Energy through the appropriate channel, to 
enquire about the possibility of continuing the sponsorship. 

10.3 Community Board Strategic Plan 

The Board discussed the next steps to progress the formulation of a Strategic Plan.  The Board needs 
to consider the scope of the Plan, the level of community involvement, the process the Board wants 
to follow in preparing the Plan (whether to engage a facilitator), a timeline (to possibly feed into the 
next Long Term Plan) and how to use the Council funding to ensure the best benefit. 

The focus for a Strategic Plan is on what the Board wants its community to look like in the future, 
where the needs are and how the Board/Council can assist in working out how to meet those needs.  
Council can be just one stakeholder to help achieve the goals set out in the Plan. The goals can be 
both Council specific and community specific. 

Some initial possible projects were identified such as another aged care facility, combined medical 
centre to attract young doctors to the area, sports facility for all clubs, greater engagement between 
the town and Arowhenua marae, and continued support of the Temuka Projects Trust (which is a 
good vehicle as a separate entity to do good work in the community). 

The Board agreed to ask the Strategy and Corporate Planning Manager to come to a future Board 
meeting to provide guidance and discuss options. 

11 Exclusion of the Public  

Resolution 2021/19 

Moved: Alison Talbot 
Seconded: Paddy O'Reilly 
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That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting on the 
grounds under section 48 of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 as 
follows: 

General subject of each matter 
to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Plain English Reason 

13.1 - St Leonards Road Reserve 
Proposal to Rename 

s7(2)(a) - The withholding of the 
information is necessary to 
protect the privacy of natural 
persons, including that of 
deceased natural persons 

To protect a person’s privacy 

Carried 

12 Public Excluded Reports  

13.1 St Leonards Road Reserve Proposal to Rename  

13 Readmittance of the Public 

Resolution 2021/20 

Moved: Paddy O'Reilly 
Seconded: Lloyd McMillan 

That the meeting moves out of Closed Meeting into Open Meeting. 

Carried 

 

The Meeting closed at 6.40pm. 

 

 

................................................... 

Cr Paddy O’Reilly 

Chairperson 
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7.2 Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 4 October 2021 

Author: Andrew Feary, Governance Advisor  

 
 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 4 October 2021 be confirmed 
as a true and correct record of that meeting and that the Chairperson’s electronic signature be 
attached. 

 

 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 4 October 2021   
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Temuka Community Board Meeting 

Monday, 4 October 2021 

Ref: 1461109 
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Minutes of Timaru District Council 
Temuka Community Board Meeting 

Held in the Temuka Alpine Energy Stadium, Temuka Domain, Domain Avenue, Temuka 
on Monday, 4 October 2021 at 5pm 

 

Present: Cr Paddy O'Reilly (Chairperson), Alison Talbot (Deputy Chairperson), Cr Richard 
Lyon, Stephanie McCullough, Lloyd McMillan, Charles Scarsbrook, Gaye Broker 

In Attendance:  Andrew Feary (Governance Advisor), Di Hay (Venture Timaru), Nigel Davenport 
(Venture Timaru), Uki Dele (Stormwater Specialist), Grant Hall (Drainage & 
Water Manager) 

 

1 Apologies  

Apology 

Resolution 2021/21 

Moved: Paddy O'Reilly 
Seconded: Stephanie McCullough 

That the apology received from Cr Steve Wills & Mayor Nigel Bowen be accepted. 

Carried 

 

2 Public Forum 

There were no matters for the Public Forum 

3 Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

 Paddy O’Reilly to update on the St Leonards Reserve renaming. 

 Charles Scarsbrook raised the issue of the issues with the Temuka oxidation pond. 

 Lloyd McMillan has received a complaint about a Gypsy camp at Waipopo. 

 Stephanie McCullough – Bridge in the Domain currently underway. 

 Alison Talbot queried the triangle of rhododendrons in the Domain 

 Alison Talbot regarding the crossing at Wallingford Home corner of Allnatt & Cass Streets 

4 Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

Charles Scarsbrook tabled two letters from Alison Anderson regarding a roundabout on Gammack 
& Alexander Street, and a rubbish bin for the reserve on the corner of Gammack & Alexander 
Streets. For appropriate response from Council Officers. 

Gaye Broker to update on the Christmas Parade. 
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5 Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

There were no Declarations of Conflicts of Interest. 

6 Chairperson’s Report 

Motion 

Resolution 2021/22 

Moved: Paddy O'Reilly 
Seconded: Stephanie McCullough 

That the Chairperson report be accepted by the Board. 

Carried 

The Chair advised that since the last meeting , the following meeting / events have been attended 

 Numerous council meetings 

 Extraordinary meeting of the Council on the issue of the Three Waters Submission 

 Three workshops 

 Feilded number of calls on oxidation ponds 

 Followed up and now resolved the sponsorship of the Alpine Energy Community Centre 

The Chair advised the Temuka Domain aviary plans have gone back to Temuka volunteers for 
consultation. The plans are now with the Architects to draw up. 

The sponsorship of the Alpine Energy Community Centre raised in the previous Board meeting of 
the 16 August 2021, has been resolved with Alpine Energy agreeing to sponsor the Community 
Centre for a further 4 years. 

7 Confirmation of Minutes 

7.1 Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 16 August 2021 

Resolution 2021/23 

Moved: Richard Lyon 
Seconded: Gaye Broker 

That the Minutes of the Temuka Community Board Meeting held on 16 August 2021 be confirmed 
as a true and correct record of that meeting and that the Chairperson’s electronic signature be 
attached. 

Carried 

 

8 Reports 

8.1 Venture Timaru - Economic Report & Temuka Tourism Product Development 

Nigel Davenport and Di Hay of Venture Timaru presented to the Board 
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The Board received a presentation from Venture Timaru on the general economic wellbeing of the 
District and on the available funds from the Governments Tourism Support Reset and Recover Fund 
allocated and administered to Venture Timaru as the Districts Regional Tourism Organisation. 

Timaru fared well from the 2020 Coronavirus lockdown due to the variety of industries in the 
District. Approximately 70% of the workforce were able to continue working throughout the 
lockdown restrictions. 

Currently there are continued concerns over supply chain and notably shipping companies 
redistribution of refrigerated shipping containers (reefers) to smaller markets such as New Zealand. 
This is straining industry in their ability to export their product overseas. With the New Zealand 
shipping markets being not sufficiently significant for shipping companies to prioritise a portion of 
reefers over and above what is imported. The Governments subsidising of maritime and coastal 
shipping similar to that of other factions of the transport sector, could go some way in addressing 
this.  

Several matters have been the focus of Venture Timaru, namely; attracting & retaining a skilled 
workforce for the Districts industries which because of the global pandemic, has been exacerbated; 
the Three Waters reform is of considerable interest to industry due to the Districts high quality 
water and infrastructure.  

The Government have allocated $45,000 to the Timaru District for the Tourism Sector Reset and 
Recover fund; as a way to fund local projects in attracting domestic tourism. 

It was noted that Temuka is highly regarded for its campground that being close to the town’s main 
street have numerous other facilities not found elsewhere and fishing also has been a drawcard. 
The Districts tourism market is predominantly domestic tourism from Christchurch. 

The fund is to be administered by Venture Timaru and is for projects over and above normal 
business as usual activities; with the projects given a broad time line of 12 months but slightly 
longer if required. Current projects such as the historic information signs may also fall under the 
fund or as business as usual activities such as the Temuka Trails project where Venture Timaru may 
be able to assist in design and development. 

Venture Tourism sought feedback from Community Boards on potential ideas from the community 
that may be eligible for the fund. Venture Tourism suggested Temuka play on their strengths e.g. 
Temuka pottery. 

 
8.2 Consultation Period on the Issues Identified in the Development of the Stormwater 

Management Plans 

Uki Dele, stormwater specialist  & Grant Hall, Drainage & Water Manager, presented a report to 
the Board on the Stormwater Management Plan project for Temuka and of the upcoming 
community engagement consultation on the issues identified from baseline studies. 

Stormwater management plans are a legal requirements for Councils ability to discharge 
stormwater. Public consultation is being sought in developing a stormwater management plan for 
Temuka as well as other urban areas of the Timaru District. 

Community Board support for public consultation begins on 18th October 2021 to 7th November 
2021. Online survey, paper survey through Courier and drop off at Library Drop in session at 
Temuka Alpine Energy Community Centre 28th October with the intent to use the feedback to 
present to Council in November. 
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Nutrients consistent with upstream agriculture use and contaiminants from vehicles washed in 
from roading stormwater have been identified in both the Temuka River and Taumatakahu River. 
Heavy metals had also been identified namely zinc which is attributed from zincalum roofing used 
in construction.Inquiries from the Board over stormwater entering the wastewater treatment 
facility identified the stormwater is designed to contend with a 1 in 10 year rain event; however 
recent flooding was 1 in 100 year rain event. It was clarified that with Temuka being flat and 
accordingly the three water infrastructure also being flat; sediment can build up in the network, 
when the network is flushed such as in a flooding event. This can alter the chemical composition 
of the water i.e. higher nutrients or contaminants. Systems such as rain gardens to filter the 
nutrients and contaminants prior to the stormwater reaching the Taumatakahu Stream and 
Temuka River could be an option.  

Recommendations 

That the community engagement open house session planned for 28th October be supported and 
attended by the Community Board. 

Motion 

Moved: Lloyd McMillan 
Seconded: Stephanie McCullough  
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9.1 Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

Charles Scarsbrook raised the current issue with the Temuka Oxidation Ponds. What short term & 
longer term solutions are proposed. 

Grant Hall spoke to the board. Issue of smell is acknowledged. Receding the ponds with flow from 
the Geraldine pond – good algae into the pond. Moved an aerator from Timaru to increase the 
aeration. 

Commissioning consultants as to what can be done for pre-treatment. Likely to be an aeration 
basin or similar to provide super aeration prior to it going into the oxidation pond. With climatic 
conditions over the last few seasons is altering the algae in the pond and affecting performance. 
Not to do with rogue discharges, just biologic population alterations from the climatic conditions. 
i.e. too cold and large fluctuations changes in temperature. 

The Temuka Saleyards have a treatment system in place and largely taken for irrigation. Therefore 
their product is not an issue for the oxidation ponds. 

 

Motion 

Moved: Charles Scarsbrook 
Seconded: Alison Talbot  

That with urgency that the council Waste Water management & staff; to look into short and long 
term strategy to rectify the current issues with the Temuka oxidation ponds. 

Carried 

9.2  Consideration of Urgent Business Item  

Lloyd McMillan had received a complaint form a resident that a gypsy camp had been set up on 
private land along (369) Waipopo Road. The resident stated it started with one bus but now 
several, with a long drop as their toilet facility and grey water going to ground. 

 

Motion 

Moved: Lloyd McMillan 
Seconded: Charles Scarsbrook  

That the Timaru District Council report to the Community Board as to actions to address the gypsy 
camp on Waipopo Road. 

9.3  Consideration of Urgent Business Item  

Paddy O’Reilly raised a matter of Urgent Business that was raised in the previous Community Board 
meeting of the 16 August 2021. Where the Board considered a proposal to rename the playground 
at St Leonards Road after Dr Hilliker. Confirmation required from the Parks Unit on whether it will 
be named as a park or a reserve. 
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Resolution 2021/24 

Moved: Paddy O'Reilly 
Seconded: Lloyd McMillan 

That the Community Board request the Council to change the name of St Leonard Reserve to Dr. 
Roger Hilliker Reserve. 

Carried 

9.4  Consideration of Urgent Business Item  

Alison Talbot raised two matters regarding the Temuka Domain. First was the bridge that was 
having work undertaken at present, regarding its safety due to lack of safety barriers. Paddy 
O’Reilly had already been in contact with the Parks & Recreation Manager who advised the 
depression is to be filled and planted with a rain garden which would negate the need for safety 
barriers. This was to occur in the next week. 

Second, was the rhododendron triangle in the Domain on driveway near the cricket oval, where 
the shrubs are obscuring drivers sight at the junction of driveways. The Parks & Recreation 
Manager via Paddy O’Reilly had advised that the plan was to remove the rhododendrons but was 
yet to occur. 

10 Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

Charles Scarsbrook tabled two letters from Alison Anderson regarding a roundabout on Gammack 
& Alexander Street, and a rubbish bin for the reserve on the corner of Gammack & Alexander 
Streets. For appropriate response from Council Officers. 

Attachments 

1 Letter from Alison Anderson re roundabout on Gammack & Alexander Streets 

2 Letter from Alison Anderson re rubbish bin in Reserve on corner of Gammack & Alexander 
Streets  

 

Gaye Broker updated the Community Board on the work of the Christmas Parade. A date has been 
advised of the 26th November 2021 

11 Public Forum Issues Requiring Consideration 

There was no Public Forum issues requiring consideration. 

 

The Meeting closed at 1901. 

 

................................................... 

Paddy O’Reilly 

Chairperson 
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8 Reports 

8.1 Future for Local Government Review 

Author: Fabia Fox, Policy Analyst  

Authoriser: Erik Barnes, Acting Group Manager Commercial and Strategy  

  

Recommendation 

That the Community Board notes the Future of Local Government Review and provides any 
feedback on Board and/or community involvement. 

 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 The purpose of this report is to introduce and provide the Community Board with an overview 
of the Future of Local Government Review, and the Review Panel’s Interim Report – Ārewa 
ake te Kaupapa, Raising the Platform.  

Assessment of Significance  

2 The review is of high significance to the community, and this report introduces the process to 
the Board and community generally. Apart from the specific engagement opportunities being 
provided by the panel conducting the review, the Council will look to consult with the 
community and stakeholders for their views to provide to the panel. A formal consultation 
opportunity is being provided as part of the Review Process from October 2022, following 
publishing of the Draft Report.  

Background 

3 On 23 June 2021 the Minister of Local Government initiated the Future for Local Government 
Review. It is an independent, two-year ministerial review.  

4 The Review panel comprises: Jim Palmer (chair), Penny Hulse, Gael Surgenor, Antoine Coffin, 
and Brendan Boyle.  

5 The overall purpose of the Review is to identify how New Zealand’s system of local democracy 
and governance needs to evolve over the next 30 years to improve the wellbeing of New 
Zealand communities and the environment, and actively embody the Treaty of Waitangi 
Partnership. The Terms of Reference are attached (Attachment 1). The review website is 
https://www.futureforlocalgovernment.govt.nz.  

6 The Minister is seeking recommendations from the Review that look to achieve: 

i. A resilient and sustainable local government system that is fit for purpose and has the 
flexibility and incentives to adapt to the future needs of local community; 

ii. Public trust/confidence in local authorities and the local regulatory system that leads 
to strong leadership;  

iii. Effective partnerships between mana whenua, and central and local government in 
order to better provide for the social, economic, cultural and economic wellbeings of 
communities; and  

https://www.futureforlocalgovernment.govt.nz/
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iv. A local government system that actively embodies the Treaty partnership, through 
the role and representation of iwi/Maori in local government, and seeks to uphold the 
Treaty of Waitangi and its principles through its functions and processes.  

7 The scope includes, but is not limited to, a future looking view of the following: 

i. Roles, functions and partnerships; 

ii. Representation and governance; and 

iii. Funding and financing 

8 The Review is also directed to recognise Aotearoa’s increasing diversity, and give 
consideration to the relationship between strengthening social inclusion and improving the 
wellbeing of our communities.  

9 The Review process is as follows: 

10 2021 – Early Soundings - This first stage has involved initial scoping and early engagement 
with some (mainly local government) organisations to help the Review Panel take a future-
focused look at the local governance system and identify priority questions and lines of 
inquiry.  

11 The Mayor attended a workshop with the Panel during this period. The Canterbury Mayoral 
Forum hosted two facilitated workshops; one to look at how local government can proactively 
support the wellbeing of local communities, and the other to discuss how to contribute to, 
and influence the Review.   

12 30 September 2021 – Interim Report – This report reflects the result of the early soundings 
work, and signals the broad lines of inquiry for the next stage of the Review.  

13 2022 – Broader Engagement – The next stage of the Review will involve broader public 
engagement about the future of local governance and democracy in New Zealand alongside 
research and policy development. Between March and April 2022 the Panel plans to meet 
individually with all councils across New Zealand.   

14 30 September 2022 – Draft Report – After completing that work, the Panel will report to the 
Minister of Local Government with draft findings and recommendations. The report will be 
publically released shortly after.  

15 2023 – Formal Consultation – This stage of the Review will involve formal consultation about 
the draft recommendations. Council will prepare a submission on the draft report.  

16 April 2023 – Final Report – The Panel will consider all feedback received on the draft 
recommendations and other matters, before delivering the final report to the Minister.  

17 Having received the final report, the Government will consider the recommendations, but has 
not pre-committed to the implementation of these recommendations.      

 Interim Report 

18 The Interim Report (Attachment 2) sets out the context for change, identifying the current and 
future challenges to local wellbeing and local government, and details the broad direction and 
priority questions for the review. This report is designed to support the broader engagement 
planned for 2022. 

19 The Interim Report identifies the current and future challenges to local wellbeing as: 
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i. Climate change – impacts (including financial costs) of climate change, mitigation and 
adaptation, and cost of impacts on local communities. 

ii. Environmental degradation – significant environmental challenges to indigenous species 
and habitats, particularly water ways. 

iii. Economic performance – declining relative incomes and average incomes across New 
Zealand. 

iv. Poverty and inequity – wellbeing and prosperity are not shared equitably among New 
Zealand communities. 

v. Housing – Rates of home ownership at their lowest level since 1950s, housing insecurity 
and overcrowding are growing issues.  

vi. Health – Significant inequities in health outcomes. 

vii. Mental wellbeing – Experience of poor mental health is becoming significantly more 
common among young New Zealanders.  

viii. Natural Hazards and other shocks – including earthquakes, floods, wildfires, and 
risks associated with volcanic eruptions, as well as the local impacts of pandemics and 
economic shocks. 

ix. Impacts of demographic change – including the aging pakeha population and increases 
in more youthful Asian, Maori and Pacific populations.  

x. Impacts of science and technology – including greater use of renewable energy, changes 
in vehicle use, communications, work and business structures.  

20 The Panel identified that for local government to continue to deliver social, economic, 
environmental and cultural wellbeing now and for future generations, new approaches to 
governance, policy-making and service delivery will be needed.  

21 The Panel recognises that since the 1989 reorganisation, and since the Local Government Act 
2002 was enacted, local government and the environment within which it operates has greatly 
changed. Councils have greater responsibilities. They must meet higher regulatory and 
community standards, and more complex engagement, decision-making and accountability 
requirements.  

22 The main pressures on local government are identified as: 

i. The local-central government relationship – this reflects a culture of mistrust between 
central and local government  

ii. Varying capacity and capability – some local authorities (in particular those serving 
smaller populations) lack the capacity and capability to carry out all the required 
functions effectively, and can struggle to attract and retain the necessary staff.  

iii. Financial pressures – challenges faced by councils to manage growing demand while 
maintain rates at levels that are politically acceptable to their communities. The 
combination of cost pressures and community perceptions have meant that necessary 
infrastructure upgrades have not always been carried out, and that towns and cities 
have not developed new infrastructure to accommodate growth. 

iv. The ‘unfunded mandate’ – in which central government imposes obligations or transfers 
responsibilities to local authorities without a means to fund those activities.   
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v. Overlapping and conflicting responsibilities – for some functions local authorities are 
autonomous and directly accountable to their communities; for others they have no 
discretion and are accountable to central government. Many of the Acts of Parliament 
that councils have responsibilities under have very different objectives and process, and 
many impose distinct and highly prescriptive consultation requirements. 

vi. Representation and engagement – participation in local elections has declined in the last 
20 years to just over 40%. Elected councils are not fully representative of their 
communities and do not always possess the range of experience to provide effective 
government. Further, very few people take part in formal consultation processes, and 
those who do are skewed towards older people with property interests. Current 
arrangements do not deliver on the full potential of the Treaty partnership and Maori 
remain under-represented.  

vii. Impacts of climate change on local authorities – the Climate Change Commission has 
warned that cost pressures are likely to grow as councils respond to climate change (e.g. 
demand on stormwater networks, sea level rise threatening roads, water, and 
wastewater networks). In the Commission’s view local authorities will need central 
government funding and a collaborative relationship to manage this transition.   

23 The Panel also recognises that at a local government level, the Treaty of Waitangi relationship 
still falls short of meeting Maori aspirations and expectations. Current statutory requirements 
and institutional arrangements do not provide for adequate Maori representation or input 
into decision-making, or for sufficient protection of Maori rights, interests, and wellbeing.  

Priority Questions 

24 To support engagement with local government, communities and organisations on the 
challenges and opportunities identified above, the Panel has identified five ‘Priority 
Questions’: 

1. How should the system of local governance be reshaped so it can adapt to future 
challenges and enable communities to thrive? 

2. What are the future functions, roles and essential features of New Zealand’s system of 
local government? 

3. How might a system of local governance embody authentic partnership under Te Tiriti 
o Waitangi, creating conditions for shared prosperity and wellbeing? 

4. What needs to change so local government and its leaders can best reflect and respond 
to the communities they serve? 

5. What should change in local governance funding and financing to ensure viability and 
sustainability, fairness and equity, and maximum wellbeing? 

25 An online survey is available for anyone wishing to submit feedback on these questions – 
Future of Local Government Review Survey.1 

 Early Opportunities 

26 Following their initial engagement, the Panel has identified opportunities for immediate steps 
that can benefit the local governance system including: 

                                                      

1 https://www.futureforlocalgovernment.govt.nz/get-involved/  

https://www.futureforlocalgovernment.govt.nz/get-involved/
https://www.futureforlocalgovernment.govt.nz/get-involved/
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i. Resource Management reforms – potential for significant benefits from spatial planning 
approaches that bring central government, local government, and iwi together and 
support collaborative action. The Panel also cautions that any new structures that 
emerge from the RMA reforms should be transitional so as not to predetermine or 
impede the recommendations of the Future of Local Government Review.  

ii. Health Reforms – these reforms have a significant local component which provides an 
early opportunity for greater local government involvement, in order to provide for 
strong community voice and participation. One option the Panel suggests is to establish 
a joint central-local government steering committee which could have input into the 
design of public health services and locality networks. 

iii. Supporting digital capability and capacity – information and communications technology 
(ICT) across local government have developed with little or no regard to interoperability 
or sharing of applications or platforms. This has created a barrier to collaboration and 
shared services. The Panel recommends an initial stocktake of systems, and for local 
government to work with the Government Chief Digital Officer to identify common 
opportunities and possible co-investment in ICT. 

iv. Supporting new and collaborative approaches to local wellbeing – The Panel see 
potential to stimulate locally-led collaboration and innovation to address issues such as 
housing deprivation and sustainable employment. They recommend the use of a portion 
of the planned three waters transition funding for this purpose.  

v. Iwi capability and capacity building – developing a national framework for capacity 
building, and mapping out what engagement would be required for iwi to exercise 
rangatiratanga in their relationships with local government and options to enable and 
appropriately resource this.  

vi. Maori wards – further training is needed to lift the cultural competence and knowledge 
of elected members and staff, to support a culturally safe, respectful and effective 
working environment for newly elected members of Maori wards in Councils where 
these have been established.  

vii. Local government impact statements – when developing regulatory impact statements 
for new legislation, central and local government should jointly develop ‘local 
government impact statements’ that assess the impacts of government decisions on 
local authorities.  

Council engagement with Review 

27 Over the coming months, Council officers will develop a work programme to ensure Council, 
and the wider community are able to effectively participate in the Review, and help articulate 
what successful reform would look like for the Timaru District.  

28 This work programme will likely include workshops with Community Boards, mana whenua, 
community groups, the business sector and government agencies. These workshops will 
support elected members to provide feedback to the Review Panel when they visit Council in 
March/April 2022 to ensure it is informed by the concerns and aspirations of the wider 
community.  

29 Officers welcome any feedback from the Community Board on how to involve local 
communities in the review and this work. 
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Attachments 

1. Terms of Reference Future for Local Government ⇩  
2. Arewa ake te Kaupapa -  Future of Local Government Interim Report 2021 ⇩   

TCB_20211115_AGN_2429_AT_files/TCB_20211115_AGN_2429_AT_Attachment_13421_1.PDF
TCB_20211115_AGN_2429_AT_files/TCB_20211115_AGN_2429_AT_Attachment_13421_2.PDF
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8.2 Thomas Hobson Trust Fund Accounts 

Author: Grant Hamel, Customer Services Manager  

Authoriser: Symon Leggett, Group Manager Recreation & Cultural Services  

  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted. 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 To inform the Temuka Community Board of the funds available for distribution. 

Assessment of Significance 

1 While the provision of funding is of importance to numerous community groups, the content 
contained in this report has been assessed as of low significance in accordance with Councils 
Significance and Engagement Policy. This assessment is based on the assessment criteria with 
specific focus on impact on the number of people affected, the degree that people may be 
impacted, community interest, financing and rating impact, and impact on wellbeing.   

Discussion 

2 The Thomas Hobson Trust was established under the will of the late Thomas Hobson for the 
purpose of providing grants to organisations within the district of the former Geraldine 
County.  

3 Funds available for the Thomas Hobson Trust 2021 are:  

 Temuka Account: $37,280.00 

 Geraldine Account: $48,850.00  

4 The Thomas Hobson Trust financial accounts for year ending 30 June 2021 and Public Trust 
Investment Service Diversified Funds Disclosure Statement are being finalised and are 
awaiting approval from Public Trust. Email correspondence from Public Trust confirming the 
funds available has been attached. 

. 

Attachments 

1. Email - Confirmation of Public Trust Funds Available    
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9 Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

10 Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

11 Public Forum Issues Requiring Consideration  
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12 Exclusion of the Public  

Recommendation 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting on the 
grounds under section 48 of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 as 
follows: 

General subject of each matter 
to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Plain English Reason 

13.1 - Thomas Hobson Trust 
Fund Applications 

s7(2)(a) - The withholding of the 
information is necessary to 
protect the privacy of natural 
persons, including that of 
deceased natural persons 

To protect a person’s privacy 

13.2 - Temuka Strategic Plan - 
review preferred suppliers 

s7(2)(b)(ii) - The withholding of 
the information is necessary to 
protect information where the 
making available of the 
information would be likely 
unreasonably to prejudice the 
commercial position of the 
person who supplied or who is 
the subject of the information 

Commercial sensitivity 
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13 Public Excluded Reports 

13.1 Thomas Hobson Trust Fund Applications 

13.2 Temuka Strategic Plan - review preferred suppliers 
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14 Readmittance of the Public  
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