

















margin species. Dense swards of pasture grasses in forest openings and at the forest margin are preventing
recruitment and regeneration of native species. Other problem plants are blackberry, elderberry, spindle tree
and broom. Animal pests were not surveyed, but possum sign (scratching) was observed.

Boundaries (buffering, fencing, adjoining plant communities and habitats):

This patch of forest is buffered to some extent by its location in a shallow damp gully. It lies at the property
boundary and adjoins a pine plantation at its northwest boundary and well established native plantings at its
northeast boundary (Riddells Reserve). It is fenced along the property boundary and partly fenced on other
(southern) boundaries.

Condition and Management Issues:

This patch of forest is in relatively good condition. It supports a good number of indigenous species,
including well-established trees (notably kowhai, narrow-leaved lacebark, totara and rohutu). Control or
containment of pohuehue is an important management issue. However, complete elimination of pohuehue
would be counter-productive, as pohuehue provides some protection at the forest margins, is an important
food source for kereru and supports native insects. Another important management issue is encouragement of
forest regeneration. This could be achieved by planting at the forest margins, or by reducing competition (i.e.
removing pasture grasses and other weeds) to encourage natural regeneration.

Ideally, SNA should be fenced from stock. Possums (and any other animal pests) controlled.
Property Owner Comment:

Pete Barnett explained that they intend to protect the forest and hope to eventually extend the forest onto the
adjacent slope. This is a commendable objective.

ASSESSMENT AGAINST DISTRICT PLAN CRITERIA:

Primary Criteria Rank Notes

Representativeness M/H A good example of indigenous forest typical of the ecological district
and containing canopy species representative of the original forest.

Rarity M/H Lies in an acutely-threatened land environment. Supports locally

uncommon plant species. May provide habitat for long-tailed bat.

Diversity and pattern M  Plant species diversity is typical for Geraldine Downs forest remnants.

Distinctiveness/special M  The large kowhai, narrow-leaved lacebark and rohutu trees are notable.

features

Other Criteria

Size/shape M A moderate-sized area with some buffering.

Connectivity M/H Lies close to and complements the habitat at Talbot Forest Scenic
Reserve.

Long-term Sustainability M  Ecological values of the area are likely to persist with some
management.

Final Consideration (of other matters: Section D, page B-19 of Timaru District Plan):
This area of forest occupies lower damper slopes at the corner of the property. It has limited potential for
farm development. The property owners are enthusiastic about protecting and increasing the size of this area.

Discussion:

This area meets the District Plan criteria for a Significant Natural Area. Important features of the area are the
presence of podocarps (totara and matai), the presence and size of the rohutu and kowhai trees, the
occurrence of locally-uncommon species (dwarf mistletoe and weeping mapou), the habitat the area provides
for forest birds, and the proximity of the forest to a larger area of protected indigenous forest (Talbot Forest
Scenic Reserve).




Scientific names of species cited by common name in this report

(Note: this is not a complete species list; it is a list only of species cited by common name in this report)

Common Name..............oeeeeeneeeneeeeenn.. Scientific name

(* = naturalised species)

blackberry* . Rubus fruticosus
broadleaf Griselinia littoralis
broom* Cytisus scoparius
burdock* Arctium minus

button fern Pellaea rotundifolia
Californian thistle* Cirsium arvense
common shield fern Polystichum richardii
creeping buttercup* Rarunculus repens
dwarf mistletoe. Korthalsella lindsayi
elderberry* ............ Sambucus nigra
five-finger Pseudopanax arboreus
foxglove* Digitalis purpurea
gorse* Ulex europaeus

hairy pennywort Hydrocotyle moschata
hemlock* Conium maculatum

hen and chickens fern Asplenium gracillimum
hookgrass - Uncinia sp.
kahikatea/white pine. Dacrycarpus dacrydioides
kowhai................... Sophora microphylla
lawyer..... Rubus schmidelioides
lemonwood Pittosporum eugenioides
mahoe/whiteywood Melicytus ramiflorus
male fern* .. Dryopteris filix-mas
mapou.... Myrsine australis
matai/black pine Prumnopitys taxifolia
matipo/kohuhu .. Pittosporum tenuifolium
narrow-leaved lacebark Hoheria angustifolia
native convolvulus Calystegia tuguriorum
native jasmine ....... Parsonsia sp.

necklace fern Asplenium flabellifolium
poataniwha Melicope simplex
pohuehue....... Muehlenbeckia australis
pokaka.................. Elaeocarpus hookerianus
poroporo Solanum laciniatum
rohutu.................... Lophomyrtus obcordata
Scotch thistle®*........ Cirsium vulgare
shrubby mahoe............. Melicytus micranthus
spindle tree* Evonymus europaeus
totara ..... Podocarpus totara
turepo Streblus heterophyllus
velvety nightshade®* Solanum chenopodioides
weeping mapou....... Myrsine divaricata




