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TIMARU DISTRICT SIGNIFICANT NATURAL ARIFAS SURVEY

PROPERTY REPORT
PROPERTY IDETAILS:
OWNEE: i Mike and Debbie Trubshaw
Valuation Reference: ... 24660/220.09
Address: e, Ribbonwood Road, RID 21, Geraldine
Location: ...........cccoeenvene On the erest of the Geralding Downs, between Pye and
Ribbonwood roads, west of Talbot Forest Scenic Reserve
Feological District:......... Geraldine Ecological District
TDC Land Type: ............. Soft Rock Hills and Downsg
Land Environment: ... N3 (downlands of South Canterbury and coastal {tago)

ECOLOGICAL CONTEXT:

The property lies at the eastern edge ol the Geraldine Ecological Distriet, on low rolling hilts
ol the Geraldine Downs, The original vegetation of this arca would have been predominantly
podocarp-hardwood forest, dominated by totara. matai and kahikatea emergent over a
hardwood canopy. Important canopy hardwood species would probably have been narrow-
leaved lacebark, pokaka, kowhal, Jemonwood, Nve-finger, broadleal and mahoe. The
indigenous fauna would have been signiticantly more numerous and diverse, with a greater
range of birds, lizards and invertebrates than is presently found in the area.

One area of indigenous forest is present on the property. This area is a modified and
regenerating remnant of the original forest. It is part of a morc extensive arca of sealtered
patches of forest and treeland on the Geraldine Downs. The most important of these is Talbot
Forest Scenic Rescrve, which lies approximately 600m ¢ast ol the property.

Collectively the areas of forest and treeland on the (Geraldine Downs provide habitat for hirds
including kereru (threat status; gradual dechne) and are likely to provide important (though
maybe only occasionally used) roost sites for long-tailed bats (nationally endangered). Bats
have been recorded recently at Talbot Forest,

SIGNIFICANT AREAS ON THE PPROPERTY:

The property was surveyed as part of the District-wide survey of Significant Natural Arcas
during June 2008, One area ol indigenous vegetation is regarded as a Significant Natural Area
(SNA) when assessed apainst the District Plan criteria.

This SNA is tlustrated on the attached acrial photograph and deseribed in greater detail in this
document. Note that the boundaries of the SNA arc indicative, rather than precise, This area
meets the ecological criteria in the Tunaru Districl Plan (crileria i-vi, pages B18-B149), but
will require some management to maintain its ecological values in the long-term. SNAs are
subject to confirmation by Counecil aller regarding the matters listed under Final
Considerations (pages B19-I320},

The implication of an area being listed as an SNA is that consent is required from Council for

clearance by any means (including burning and spraying with herbicides) or over-planting.
This does not normally prevent clearance to prevent shading of buildings, the maintenance of
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tracks and fences, or grazing, 'I'o assist with the proteclion and management of any SNA,
landowners can apply 1o Council for financial assistance. It is expected thal SNAs will
eventually be listed in the District Plan. Any questions regarding the protection, management
and use of SNAg should be direeted to the District Planner,

OTHER INDIGENOL'S VEGETATION ON TIE PROPERTY !

A kahikatca tree and narrow-leaved lacebark (rees are present on the southern part of the
properly. These trees are too isolated 1o be signiticant when assesscd against the District [Plan
criteria. This does not mean that they are unimportant; it only means that they do not
presently meci the sipnificance criteria in the District Plan. If restoration or regencralion
occurred, Lhe trecs may eventually become significant.
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TIMARU DISTRICT SNA SURVEY AREA 721e

Area Name: Trubshaw Forest Remnant Property: Mike and Debbie Trubshaw

Location (cenlral map reference): J38: 681-791 Nearest Locality: Geralding
Ecological Thstriet: Geralding Area Size (ha): (.31 Altitude (m): 190-200
Surveyors: Mike Harding Survey Time: % hour Survey Date: 09-06-08

General Description:
This 8NA comprises indigenous forest on a moderatelv-stecp south-facing slope near the head of a small
gully on the rolling hill country of the Geraldine Downs,

Plant Communities:

The main plant communities present are remnant and regenerating podocarp-hardwoaod forest with some
recent indigenous planting. These plant communitics are described below. Naturalized (exotic) species are
indicated with an asterisk*. 'lanted species are indicated with a hateh”.

Prominent canopy or emergent specics present are narrow-leaved lacebark, pokaka and kahikatea, Other
canopy species are totara, lancewood, rohuti and hawthorn®, Trunk diameters (at breast height) of the larger
trees are: pokaka, 46 to 57cm; narrow-leaved lacebark, 25 to 48cm.

Other canopy species are pohuehue, native jasmine, bush lawyer, lawyer and mistlctoc. Mistletoe is present
on shrubby mahoe and Coprosma crassifelic.

Shrub and small tree species present are Coprosma crassifolia, Coprosta propingua, Coprosma
rotundifolia, Darwin’s barberry*, shrubby mahoe, horopito, Coprosme tayloriae, rohutn and weeping
IMapou.

Understorey or ground-cover specics present within the clumps of trees are Coprosma crassifulia, Coprosma
rotundifolia, Coprosma robusta, matipo, lemonwood. mahoe, shrubby mahoe, horopito, plum*, elderberry®,
Darwin’s barberry*, black nightshade®, bluckberry* and male fern®,

Open grassed areas between the main clumps of trees support Coprosma propingua, pohuchue, Coprosma
" i . . i . -
robusta’, kanuka', Olearia lincata”, Hypolepis ambigua and bracken,

Birds/Fauna Observed:
Native birds observed during this brict inspection were hellbird, fantail, silvereye, harrier and pukeko. The
area is likely to be utilised by kererw/NZ pigeon.

Notable Flora, Fauna and Habitats:

MNotable features of this area are the presence of podocarps (totara and kahikatea), the size of the pokaka trees
and the contribution the remnant makes 1owards the networlk of fauna habitat on the Geraldine Powns
(including habitat suitable for kereru and long-tailed bat).

Notable Plant and Animal Pests:

‘The most important plant pests present are Darwin’s barberry and hawthorn. These specics have altractive
fruits which are readily dispersed by birds, thereby threcatening other areas of indigenous forest in the arca.
Darwin’s barberry is also shade tolerant and can successfully invade intact indigenous forest, 'The native
climbing pohuchue (Muehlenbeckia castralisy also poses a threat, smothering large trees especially those on
the forest margin. Other introduced species present do not pose a significant threat (o the existing vegetation.
Animal pests were nol surveved.

Boundaries (buffering, fencing, adjoining plant communities and habitats):

This arca occupies a damper south-facing slope and is therelore bulTered fom drought (and fire). Tt is feneed
along two boundaries. [t adjoins other scattered remnants of indigenous forest along slopes 1o the east and
west, Together these remnants form a corridor of indigenous vegetation, linking this remnant with others in
the area, including the regionally-important Talbot Forest Scenie Reserve,




Condition and Management Tssucs:

The existing indigenous vegetation is in relatively good condition. The arca would benefit from the removal
of Darwin’s barberry and hawthorn and perhaps control of pohuchuc,

ASSFESSMENT AGAINST DISTRICT PLAN CRITERIA:

Primary Criteria Rank Notes ‘
Representaliveness M A modified example of indigenous forest typical of the ecological

district, though containing a number of species that are representative of
the original forest.

Rarity M The larger rees provide habitat for threatencd bird species (kereru) and
possibly long-tailed bat.

Diversity and pattern L/M  Species diversity is substantially reduced trom that originally present.

Distinctiveness/special M The presence of podocarps (totara and kahikatea) and large pokaka trees

features ‘ arc special features,

Other Criteria ) ‘ ‘ ‘

Size/shape M A small area, but with a good shape and well buffered.

Connectivily M/H  Part of a corridor of indigenous vegetation and a network of fauna

- habitat on the Geraldine Downs.

Long-term Sustainability M Some management (mostly weed control) will be required to maintain

the ceological values of the area in the long term.

Final Consideration (of other matters: Section D, page B-12 of Timaruo District Plan):

This area of indigenous vegetation has been informally protected by this and previous owners and some
restoration plantings have been undertaken, The area has limited potential for development, due to its
position on a moderately steep south-facing slope. There iy sufficient (and more suitable) space clsewhere on
this rural-residential propetty (o site a dwelling,

Discussion:

This arca meets the District Plan criteria tor a Significant Natural Area. Important features of the area are the
presence of podocarps (totara and kahikatea), the size of the pokaka trees and the contribution the remnant
makes towards the network of fauna habitat on the Geraldine Downs.




Scientific names of species cited by common name in this repert
(Note: ihis is not o complete speetes fise, it is @ lst only uf species cited by comman pama in this reprovt)

CommIon MAMIE oo i smme e st Scientific name
(* - naturalised species)

BlACKDEITY™® oot Ruhux fruticvosus
black nightshade* Solanum nigrim
BIACKEN 1 e e Preridivm esculemtum
BrOAdlEal .o e Cirtsediniu littoralis
PUSh TAWYCE e Ruhuy cissoldes

Durwin’s barbermy® Dierberis darwinii
dwarf mistletoe ..o Kerthalsalla lindvayi
elderbarry™ Sambucus nigra
five-finger .. Pseudopanax arboreus
hawthorn* Crataeguy monagyna
horopitl/pepperwood Preudowiniera coluorala
kahikates/white pine.....oooooeennn e Dacrycarpuy docrydioldes
Kanuka ... . Kpzea epicoldes
kowhai.. Sophara microphylla
LANCEWOOd 11 ivvriiiiei et e Pseudopanax crassifolins
JAWYEE v e Ruhus schmidelinides
Iemonwood ... Fittusporum eugenioldes
mahoewhileywood ... Melicyrus ramiflorus
male TEm® e Dirvopreris filix-muas
matai/black PIE o Prymnopitvs raxifolia
matipo/Kohuht e Pittosporum teruifolivn
mistletoe ... - Heostylis micranthivs
narrow-leaved lacchark Hoheria angustifolia

| NAtive JUSTIINC Lo v ereee oo eecc oo ececcao s Parsunsia sp.
PORUERLE e Muehlenheckia ausiralis
PORAKE ..o .. Elagocarpus hookerianus
rohutu . Lophonyrtus oboordata
shrubbyy mahoe ... Melicyrus micranthis
LOLEPR . ceiviviinsn i ir e e e eme e oe e cr s r s an e Podocarpuy tolara
WEEPINE TIAPOU covvivsieveirerersieeeeeeeeeeeeemieneee st crare s Myrsine divaricaia
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