
584 Orari Station Rd 
RD 22 
GERALDINE 
 
21st July 2025 
 
The Hearing Panel 
Timaru District PDP 
 
Response to Minute 42 Issued by the Hearings Panel Regarding the Timaru Proposed District Plan 
 
The Panel has requested detail of the existing wastewater consents for our property at 584 Orari Station 
Rd Geraldine. 
 
The consents are presently scheduled to expire on 19th December 2019 (having first been issued 23rd 
August 2010) and are numbered CRC 103524, 11024, 11025, 11026, 11027 and 11028 and are for the 
discharge of human effluent. 
 

 



 
The approximate locations are shown (blue ticks) on the above screen shot taken from the Canterbury 
Maps Viewer. A sample of the annotation for each consent appears in the screenshot for CRC110028. 
 
These consents were obtained in anticipation of the Timaru District Plan consenting a more intensive 
development for the subject property.  
 
The marked consent locations (above) coincide with Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 in the preliminary plan 
accompanying the resource consent application (below).  
 
 
 

 
 
The final layout (if consented) is likely to be slightly different. 



 
 
Please advise if any further information regarding the wastewater consents is required.  
 
Clearly these consents will support a more intensive subdivision (in the absence of a connection to the 
wastewater infrastructure of Geraldine) than is presently contemplated under the PDP.  
 
PDF files of CRC103524 and the ECan extension decision are attached to the email accompanying this 
response. All the consents have similar conditions. 
 
Hence our submission that subdivision below 2ha be a matter for restricted discretionary approval 
under the PDP provisions within the RLZ where consent exists or may be obtained for on-site 
wastewater disposal. 
 
Finally, we note that, at 10 (a) and (b) of the Minute, that the panel has requested that Mr Heath to 
provide a response to my submission and ask the panel to consider whether or not, in the event of any 
further controversy, it would be appropriate to obtain an independent peer review – perhaps from the 
Population Studies Centre at the University of Waikato. We would, of course, wish to see Mr Heath’s 
response and, as matter of natural justice, reserve our right of reply should a further response be 
considered necessary. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
J.L. & R.J. Shirtcliff 









584 Orari Station Rd 
RD 22 
Geraldine 7992 
 
18th June 2024 
 
Georgina Patrick 
Duty Planner 
Environment Canterbury  
75 Church St 
TIMARU 
 
Dear Georgina, 
 
Re: resource consents CRC 110028, 110027, 110026, 110025, 110024 and 103524 
 
I refer to our telephone discussion and your email dated 7th May 2024. 
 
In summary, the above consents, having already been extended in 2020, are due to lapse in December 
2024. Having already extended these consents as the consequence of delay (in the review, notification 
and implementation of the proposed district plan) by the Timaru District Council, we now find that a 
further extension is necessary. 
 
In discussions with the Timaru Planning Manager (Hamish Barrell), it seems that the Proposed District Plan 
(PDP) will now be implemented in the latter half of 2025. How reliable this estimate will prove to be is 
anyone’s guess but, given that the plan is now notified and in the final hearing stage, it may prove to be 
correct.  
 
The property at 584 Orari Station Rd is to be rezoned Rural Lifestyle Zone (RLZ) in the PDP.  
 
We have, in the interim, implemented a partial subdivision of the original title which differs from the 
original scheme submitted to you and defines the location of each consent. As a condition of this interim 
subdivision, we have agreed to not proceed with any further subdivision prior to the PDP being deemed 
to apply. 
 
We plan, following the implementation of the proposed district plan, to continue with a subdivision 
scheme which will now differ from that which was proposed to you in our original application. The 
subdivision plan will be revised to ensure compliance with the new district plan requirements.  We will 
require the existing wastewater consents to be available in support of any subdivision plan revision. Some 
of the consents may need to be relocated but it seems likely that all existing consents will be required. 
 
We are reluctant to allow these consents to lapse as they will provide evidence that a planned and 
compliant subdivision is able to accept appropriately treated wastewater discharge from the sites that we 
plan to develop. We wish to be absolutely certain that our revised development will not have to go 
through additional and unnecessary investigation in order to provide the required certainty around the 
on-site disposal of domestic wastewater necessary to support a compliant rural residential subdivision. 
 



We now propose to sell our main homestead block and to then erect, for our own use on new lot 1, a new 
dwelling (we have an architect’s concept plan for our approval) and associated barn on one of the 
designated sites where one of the existing consents is located. 
 
We have 2 new sites (lots 5 and 4), created by the recent subdivision, which, although not in complete 
conformity with the plan originally envisaged and submitted to you, and to which we may seek to apply 
two of the consents.  
 
New lot 5 has been sold and may require to be transferred to the new owner. This lot is substantially in 
the same location for discharge as defined for CRC 110027. 
 
New lot 4 is presently for sale but is in a somewhat different location (slightly south of new lot 5) and in 
entirely similar ground. We may seek to transfer CRC 110028 to this revised location subject to the new 
owner’s requirements. 
 
Both lots have been created from the original title applying when the consents were first granted. 
 
We seek a further extension of 5 years to the lapse date (to allow for any further delays in implementing 
the PDP) of all the above consents pending: 

• start of construction during 2025/6 on new lots 5, 4 and 1,  

• the implementation of the Timaru PDP and  

• a revision of the previously submitted subdivision plan to comply with the future requirements 
of the PDP. 

 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
JL & RJ Shirtcliff 
 



 

 

 
4 July 2024 
 
 
 
 
Mr J L & Mrs R J Shirtcliffe  
Raukapuka Homestead  
584 Orari Station Road  
RD 22  
Geraldine 7992  
 

 
 

 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Notice of Lapse Date Extension Decision 
 
 
Record Number(s): CRC103524 CRC110024 CRC110025 CRC110026 

CRC110027 CRC110028 
Applicant Name:  Mr J L & Mrs R J Shirtcliffe 
Activity Description: To discharge wastewater into land.  
Location:  Orari Station Road, GERALDINE 
 
Decision:  Grant 

The decision of the consent authority is to grant your application for an extension to the 
lapsing date of resource consents CRC103524 CRC110024 CRC110025 CRC110026 
CRC110027 CRC110028 to 19 December 2029, as requested. 

Consideration 

You have made an application under Section 125 of the Resource Management Act 
1991. This section of the Act requires the consent authority to consider whether: 
 

i. Substantial progress or effort has been, and continues to be, made towards 
giving effect to the consent; and  

 
ii. The applicant has obtained approval from persons who may be adversely 

affected by the granting of the extension; and 
 

iii. The effect of the extension on the policies and objectives of any plan or 
proposed plan.  

 
I have considered clauses (i) to (iii) when assessing this application.  

Your rights of objection and appeal 

If you do not agree with the decision, there are the following options you may pursue: 
 
1. Objection to decision 

You may object in whole or to any part of the decision in accordance with section 
357A of the Resource Management Act 1991. Notice of any objection must be in 
writing and lodged with Environment Canterbury within 15 working days of 
receipt of this decision. 



 
 

 
2. Right to appeal 

Alternatively you may appeal to the Environment Court, PO Box 2069, 
Christchurch. The notice of appeal must be lodged with the Court within 15 
working days of receipt of this decision, with a copy forwarded to Environment 
Canterbury within the same timeframe.  

 
If you are in any doubt about the correct procedures, in the first instance refer to section 
357C of the RMA which details the procedure for making these objections. You may also 
wish to seek legal advice.  

Queries 

For all queries please contact our Advisory Services, quoting your CRC number noted 
above.  
 
Thank you for helping us make Canterbury a great place to live. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Philippa Cope 
Principal Consents Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
 


