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6 Confirmation of Minutes 

6.1 Minutes of the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Meeting held on 2 
September 2019 

Author: Joanne Brownie, Governance Support Officer  

 
 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Meeting held on 2 
September 2019 be confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting. 

 

 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Minutes of the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Meeting held on 2 
September 2019   
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Minutes of the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Meeting 
Held in Meeting Room 1, Council Building, King George Place, Timaru 

on Monday, 2 September 2019 at 2pm 

 

Present: Hamish McFarlane (Chairman), Phil Driver (until 4.20pm), Clr Richard Lyon, Lucy 
Millar, Clr Anne Munro (until 4.20pm), Lan Pham, Luke Reihana, Glen Smith, 
Herstall Ulrich (until 3.40pm) and Mark Webb  

In Attendance:  Lyn Carmichael (ECan Facilitator), Clr Peter Scott (ECan)(until 3.40pm), Kate 
Doran (ECan Communications), Sandy Bowman (Zone Committee Support 
Coordinator), Brad Waldon-Gibbons (ECan Tangata Whenua Facilitator), John 
Benn (Department of Conservation), Tom Henderson, Andrew Mockford (Chief 
Executive Opuha Water Ltd), Brian Reeves (Zone Delivery Lead), Jason Grant 
(Federated Farmers), John de Witt  

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited those in attendance in the public 
gallery to introduce themselves. 

1 Apologies  

Resolution 2019/9 

Moved: Mr Mark Webb 
Seconded: Mr Phil Driver 

That apologies from David Anderson and John Henry be received and accepted. 

Carried 

2 Confirmation of Minutes    

Clause 7.3  Education and Awareness – the meeting was advised that since the 5 August meeting 
further contact has been made with Josh Earnshaw and the pizza night is being planned.  The 
Committee needs to be continually aware of how to involve youth in the zone activities eg 
supporting bat habitats.  Contact is to continue through the Facilitator and the Youth Engagement 
Officers in order to keep the momentum going.  The aquavan visit will also help with raising the 
profile. 

Clr Scott and Luke Reihana are assisting with organisation for the pizza night. 

Clause 7.4 – Issues and concerns raised at the meeting of Zone Committee Chairpersons and Deputy 
Chairpersons – it was agreed that the new incoming committee following the local government 
elections should take up the concerns raised at the Zone Committee Chairpersons and Deputy 
Chairpersons forum on 10 July, and ensure they are not overlooked. 

Resolution 2019/10 

Moved: Mr Glen Smith 
Seconded: Clr Anne Munro 
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That the Minutes of the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Meeting held on  
5 August 2019 be confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting. 

Carried 

3 Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

3.1   Conflicts of Interest 

The Committee agreed to receive the letter from Forest and Bird, dated 19 August 2019 regarding 
conflicts of interest on zone committees and the legal proceedings lodged by Forest and Bird, which 
has resulted in the Auditor General withdrawing the conflicts of interest exemption for zone 
committee members. 

The Committee noted the workshop held prior to the zone committee meeting at which legal advice 
on the matter was received, informing committee members of the  impact of the Auditor General’s 
decision and the need for members to be continually aware of any potential conflicts in matters 
before the committee. 

Phil Driver advised of his potential conflict of interest in that he has been asked to do some work for 
the Ohau Residents’ Association on its water supply. 

It was agreed that in light of the Forest and Bird letter and the Auditor General’s decision, members 
review their conflicts of interests and advise of any changes, in order that the register is up to date.  
Any conflicts can be identified at each meeting, as is the current practice. 

Resolution 2019/11 

Moved: Mr Hamish McFarlane 
Seconded: Clr Richard Lyon 

That the letter from Forest and Bird regarding conflicts of interest be received. 

Carried 

3.2   Pest Management  

The future threat of wallabies as a pest was identified, noting that there is reluctance in the 
community to undertake plantings as wallabies then destroy the new plants.  This is holding back 
plans for both native and exotic plantings.  Clr Scott advised that biosecurity and biodiversity groups 
are being established, with the first meeting to be held shortly.  These groups will have a focus on 
pest management, and there will be liaison with a similar group south of the Waitaki. 

The Committee agreed that pest management is to be an agenda item for the November zone 
committee meeting. 

4 Community Forum 

Conflict of Interest 

Some members of the public gallery expressed their concerns at the conflict of interest decision 
from the Auditor General, noting that it may result in the exclusion of people who could contribute 
to robust debate.   It could be argued that as the Zone Committee is not a governing body, only 
having an advisory role, the conflict of interest rules should not apply.  It was explained that as the 
Zone Committee was established as a joint committee of local authorities, the Members Interest 
Act does apply. 
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5 Reports 

5.1 Recognition for Members Standing in Local Body Elections 

The Chairman raised the issue of recognition for members standing at the local authority elections 
in October.  He thanked all members who are standing for the local authority elections, and wished 
them well. 

 
5.2 Regional Committee Update 

Regional Committee representative Phil Driver spoke to the update on the Regional Committee 
meeting held on 13 August 2019, prepared by Regional Committee Facilitator Lesley Woudberg. 

A request was made for clarification on clause 5 of the report which refers to Collective 
Leadership and the need to make the contribution of district and city councils more transparent.  
It was agreed that the OTOP facilitator would follow up on this query and provide a response to 
the next meeting. 

It was suggested that the zone committees could possibly utilise the regional committee more, 
however how to do that effectively may be difficult, with Phil driver reporting that the regional 
committee was still seeming to have some issues with settling on its purpose. 

Phil Driver adivsed that he is unable to attend the next regional committee meeting on  
10 September due to a prior commitment.  Any other committee member who is able to take his 
place at the meeting is to contact him.  
 
5.3 Plan Change 7 

The Committee considered information on the submission period and engagement for Proposed 
Plan Change 7 to the Canterbury Land and Water Regional Plan. 

The Committee noted that there have been some meetings already that have discussed the Plan 
Change – meetings involving catchment groups, Federated Farmers, Chamber of Commerce, 
Opuha Water Ltd.  

One query raised by the community is the absence of OEFRAG in the plan change.  The Facilitator 
explained that there may be a role for OEFRAG in the consenting framework but it is not 
appropriate for an advisory group to have a decision making role in the planning framework.  
OEFRAG members should be encouraged to make a submission on Plan Change 7, as should every 
interested party. 

The discussion above involved mention of the Opuha Dam and during the brief discussion, Herstall 
Ulrich declared an interest as a director of OWL and sat back from the meeting table. 

Further clarification was sought on the OTOP area being in the red zone, rather than the orange 
zone.  The Facilitator advised that this was a recommendation of the Committee in the ZIPA and 
has been carried through to the nutrient management framework in the plan.  There was 
discussion that having just one nutrient allocation zone may be positive for some commercial 
vegetable growers. 

Hamish McFarlane then declared at interest in this area of the discussion and stepped back as 
chairman and withdrew from the meeting table.  Deputy Chairperson Herstall Ulrich took the chair. 
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The Facilitator encouraged everyone to refer to the reports and Frequently Asked Questions on 
the website when seeking further clarification of points raised. 

Hamish McFarlane rejoined the meeting table and resumed the chair. 

Further questions on the plan change were raised including the combination process with the 
Waimakariri Plan Change 2, the assessment of limit settings for high run off areas, mataitai areas 
and the buffer provided and parameters on wells in the Orari area. 

The Chairperson again declared a conflict of interest and withdrew from the table.  The Deputy 
Chairperson took the chair. 

The Facilitator clarified factors around flow and allocation, noting that the flow and allocation 
regimes recommended in the ZIPA for Temuka and Opihi catchments were included unchanged in 
the proposed plan and that there are no changes to the existing regimes for the Pareora or Orari.  
It was noted that there is a lot of discussion in the community around wells in the Orari area and 
the Facilitator suggested people look to the groundwater limit setting report for information, as 
this report highlights where the wells are.   

Comment was made that the public do not necessarily understand the difference between the ZIPA 
and Plan Change 7and it was agreed that it is important to distinguish the two, and that people 
understand the difference. 

The Committee noted the information on Plan Change 7 and the dates for the Community 
Engagement on Plan Change 7 in OTOP. 

 
5.4 Zone Facilitator's Report 

The Committee considered the Facilitator’s report which included information on consultation for 
the Proposed National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land, Flow and Allocation for the 
Pareora River, upcoming events, and progress on issues raised in previous meetings, and recent 
media coverage. 

Clarification was sought on how the national Policy Statement for Freshwater sits within planning 
and Plan Change 7. 

It was proposed that rather than a formal meeting in October, a field trip to the Orari Gorge be 
organised, possibly including visiting some immediate steps projects, connecting with the Orari 
River Protection Group and linking with catchment groups. 

The Committee supported the organisation of a field trip, as long as sufficient committee members 
were available to make it worthwhile for all concerned. 

Herstall Ulrich retired from the meeting. 

 
5.5 Zone Committee Priorities and Actions   

The Committee considered the draft priorities for the ZC work programme through to June 2020, 
based on previous discussions.  Once approved a programme will be formulated for presentation 
to the November meeting. 

Some frustration was conveyed as to the length of time it is taking for the Committee’s priorities 
and work programme to be confirmed.  Phil Driver noted that the priority work streams need 
timeframes and measurable outcomes. 
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The Committee agreed that areas of biodiversity/mahinga kai, fostering youth engagement and 
supporting catchment groups are key workstreams.  The meeting was reminded that community 
outcomes generated from the catchment groups and public meetings gave an indication of where 
people want the Committee to focus its role. 

The funding of catchment groups was queried and it was explained that previous support from the 
Landcare Trust funded early catchment group establishment and now some ECan funding currently 
supports a Community Engagement Officer.  Commitments from industry groups such as Opuha 
Water Ltd have also played a part.  It was queried as to whether this type of involvement (from 
industry groups) could cause a problem from the changed conflict of interest point of view.  The 
Facilitator will check on this. 

An alternative option could be to use the Pareora Catchment Society as an avenue through which 
catchment groups could apply for funding, or use other such groups in funding applications. It is 
difficult for the committee to prioritise and plan ahead if there is no funding available for projects.  
As a joint committee of local authorities, there should be access to some funding in some way. 

It was suggested that before the Committee sets its work programme in place it needs to align the 
priorities with the committee’s purpose and principles and to be clear about the things it is 
planning so that it can then prioritise.   

It was agreed that as a next step, Phil Driver will formulate a proposal to a workshop in November 
to reflect the discussion and the draft programme, setting out the values, principles and actions 
and including proposed timeframes for each priority.   

   

6 Consideration of Further Urgent Business Item Proposal for Separate Funding Entity 

The Chairman raised an urgent business item referring to the significant amount of central 
government funding granted to the Kaipara Harbour area for a range of activities to improve the 
area including stock exclusion, biodiversity etc.  He suggested that there could be a similar avenue 
to source central govt funding for the OTOP area, although the Zone Committee cannot be the 
vehicle for application for such funding. 

He suggested a feasibility study be undertaken to set up a legal entity representing those catchment 
wide groups across the whole zone – this group could apply for funding and manage the funding for 
catchment groups that do not want to become incorporated societies.  A number of smaller projects 
throughout the zone could then be combined into a consolidated project and involve collaboration 
between catchment groups, tackling such projects as stock access, plantings, pest management etc.  
This would provide more support and facilitation to groups that currently do not have enough 
support, and would enable a focus on tangible outcomes. 

Discussion followed on whether the Zone Committee could be the entity on a funding application.  
Alternatively the Pareora Catchment Society could apply on behalf of the wider catchment, although 
other catchment groups may not be happy with this option.  A third option of an ECan targeted rate 
was suggested. 

There was some debate as to whether the Committee should understand the projects and proposals 
it wants to tackle before a funding mechanism is explored versus establishing a funding mechanism 
first in order that the committee is ready to take on projects it has prioritised. Activities such as 
engagment and education could be undertaken in the meantime, with minimal funding required. 

Clr Munro and Phil Driver retired from the meeting. 
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Canvassing the idea with catchment groups could indicate whether there is support for the proposal 
to establish a legal entity as a funding mechanism, or if there would be support for alternative 
avenues such as a targeted rate. 

The Chairperson will do some further background investigation and report back to the Committee. 

 

The Meeting closed at 4.35pm. 

 

 

................................................... 

Chairperson 
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7 Reports 

7.1 Community Forum 

   

  

Recommendation 

That the Committee considers any issues raised at the public forum. 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 To provide an opportunity for members of the public to address the Committee. 

 

Attachments 

Nil  
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7.2 Welcome to new councillor representatives and farewell Clr Lan Pham 

Author: Chairman Hamish McFarlane  

   

  

Recommendation 

That the new councillors be welcomed and the Committee farewell Clr Lan Pham. 

 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 The Chairman to welcome new councillor representatives to the Committee and note ECan 
Councillor Lan Pham’s contribution to the Committee during her tenure. 

 

Attachments 

Nil  
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7.3 Roundtable updates from Committee members 

   

  

Recommendation 

That the updates from committee members be noted. 

 
Purpose of Report 

Committee members to provide a brief verbal update on activities since the last meeting. 

 

Attachments 

Nil  
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7.4 Zone Delivery Work Programmes and Compliance Update 

Author: Brian Reeves – Zone Delivery Lead  

   

  

Recommendation 

That the updates be noted. 

 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 Zone Delivery Lead Brian Reeves to provide an update on the Zone Delivery work programmes 
and compliance. 

 

Attachments 

1. Compliance Monitoring Annual Report 2018/19 ⇩  
2. CWMS Fish Screens Update ⇩   

OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_files/OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_Attachment_9835_1.PDF
OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_files/OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_Attachment_9835_2.PDF
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7.5 Presentations from Department of Conservation  

Author: John Benn, Department of Conservation  

   

  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted. 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 Department of Conservation representative John Benn will present the attached report to the 
Committee. 

 

 

Attachments 

1. Department of Conservation Presentation ⇩   

OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_files/OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_Attachment_9836_1.PDF
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 ORARI TEMUKA OPIHI PAREORA ZONE 
COMMITTEE 

 AGENDA ITEM NO: 5 

 SUBJECT MATTER: 

 Department of Conservation work 
within the OTOP Zone 
 

 John Benn, Operations Canterbury Water 
Management Strategy 

 Duncan Toogood, Operations Manager 
Raukapuka Area Office 

 Brad Edwards, River Recovery Ranger 

 DATE OF MEETING: 2 December 2019 

 

Action required: 

 The Zone Committee notes the presentations on DOCs partnership role in the CWMS provided by 

John Benn and the DOC Works Programme provided by Duncan Toogood and Brad Edwards.  

Background 

The Department of Conservation (Te Papa Atawhai) is the New Zealand government agency charged 

with conserving New Zealand’s natural and historic heritage. 

Our vision is for New Zealand to be the greatest living space on Earth (Kāore he wāhi i tua atu i a 

Aotearoa, hei wahi noho i te ao). 

Our vision means ensuring that New Zealanders gain a wide range of benefits from healthy 

functioning ecosystems, recreation opportunities, and through living our history. 

To do this, we organise our work around five outcomes: 

 the diversity of our natural heritage is maintained and restored 

 our history is protected and brought to life 

 more people participate in recreation 

 more people engage with conservation and value its benefits 

 conservation gains from more business partnerships. 
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7.6 Update on Swimming Sites 

Author: Lyn Carmichael, Facilitator  

 

  

Recommendation 

That the report be noted. 

 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 To consider the attached update on Freshwater Suitability for Recreation. 

 

 

Attachments 

1. Swimming Sites Update ⇩   

OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_files/OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_Attachment_9837_1.PDF
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 ORARI-TEMUKA-OPIHI- PAREORA 
ZONE COMMITTEE 

 

 Agenda item:6 

 TOPIC:  Freshwater Suitability for Recreation Update 
 

 AUTHOR: Lyn Carmichael (Zone 
Facilitator) 

 DATE: 2 December 2019 

 

Summertime is just around the corner, and our students are now on board and have 

started this summer’s swimming beach sampling programme.  In the OTOP zone we 

will be sampling 13 sites on a weekly basis for faecal indicator bacteria (E. coli) and 

checking for toxic algal growths.   

 

Suitability for Swimming Grades for 2019/20 

Revised suitability for swimming grades are now ready for this summer.  Each year we 

recalculate the ‘suitability for recreation grading’ of our popular swimming sites based on the 

previous 5 years of data.  We follow the Ministries of Health and for the Environment 

(MoH/MfE) protocols for sampling, responding and grading popular swimming sites.   

There are a couple of changes to the grades for sites in the OTOP zone.   

LAWA.org.nz is the go-to source for viewing the weekly results and any health warnings.   

West Caroline Bay and Pareora River at Huts have experienced notable changes in 

swimming water quality as below: 

Pareora River at Huts – This site was previously graded as ‘fair’ but now has a ‘poor’ 

suitability for recreation grade. This means that swimming is no longer recommended at the 

site. ECan will be engaging with the Pareora huts community directly with drop in sessions 

and letters to advise them of the change in suitability for recreation grade. ECan staff are 

running some investigations in the Pareora River catchment this summer to identify any 

obvious sources of the contamination. If the investigation is successful in finding the likely 

source of the contamination, this finding will be followed up with appropriate solutions. The 

Pareora River at Evans Crossing (a little further upstream) is still graded as ‘fair’ but 

swimming there is not advised up to 48 hours after rainfall.  

West Caroline Bay at Virtue Ave – This site is still considered as suitable for swimming, but it 

is advised to avoid swimming there up to 48 hours after rainfall. Last year saw some 

significant rainfall events followed by days of very settled, calm weather. It is likely that 

stormwater contaminated the bay (particularly at the western end where there are a couple 

of stormwater discharge points) and the bacterial (E. coli) contamination remained in the bay 

due to the very settled weather that followed. Signage at the site will warn the public of times 

when swimming should be avoided. The middle Caroline Bay site and Yacht Club (opposite 

end of the bay) are considered suitable for swimming. 
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Freshwater Suitability for Recreation Grades 

 

 

 

 

Marine Suitability for Recreation Grades 
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FAQS 

Swimming not recommended at Pareora Huts this summer 

1. What has happened? 

Microbial water quality has degraded in the Pareora River near the Pareora Huts settlement. 

This means that swimming is not recommended at this site over the 2019/20 summer.  

Environment Canterbury’s annual revision of the suitability for recreation grading at the 

Pareora River Huts has changed from ‘fair’ to ‘poor’ based on the most recent data (2014-

2019).  Sites with a grade of ‘poor’ are considered unsuitable for primary contact recreation 

due to a high occurrence of bacterial (E. coli) contamination events. 
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High growths of potentially toxic cyanobacteria on the river bed can also pose a risk to 

human health. This is monitored weekly over summer and warnings are issued as necessary. 

2. What are the health risks to swimmers? 

Sites with a grade of ‘poor’ are considered unsuitable for primary contact recreation e.g. 

swimming. This is because swimming poses a risk of ingesting water that may be 

contaminated by disease-causing micro-organisms such as viruses, bacteria and protozoa.   

In most cases the ill-health effects from ingesting contaminated water are minor and short-

lived.  However, there is the potential for more serious diseases such as hepatitis A and 

salmonella. 

3. What about fish caught near this location? 

Eating fish from highly contaminated sites should be avoided. If fish are eaten, remove the 

gut and liver and wash in clean water before cooking. 

4. Why has this happened? 

Increases in E. coli at the site has resulted from faecal contaminants entering the water 

nearby or upstream. The exact source of these faecal contaminants is unclear. They may be 

the result of several sources including run-off from surrounding land-use after heavy rain, 

sewerage system leakages, or stock access to the waterway. 

5. What will happen next? 

Environment Canterbury, the Timaru and Waimate District Councils, and Community and 

Public Health are working together to inform the community of the change in the grading. 

This includes erecting new signage at the site and directly engaging with the hut owners, 

recreational fishers and rūnanga. 

6. What is being done to fix the problem? 

This summer, Environment Canterbury will investigate the contamination sources that have 

resulted in the change of water quality at the Pareora Huts swimming site. This will likely 

include undertaking additional water sampling upstream (to determine where 

contamination is coming from) and faecal source tracking (to determine from what animals 

the bacteria have originated). 

Environment Canterbury will engage landowners in the Pareora catchment to ensure their 

farming activities are compliant and good management practices are being implemented. 

The results of the investigation will help shape the best approach for improving water 

quality at this location. 

7. What has the grade been at this site historically? 

The swimming water quality in the Pareora River at Pareora Huts was ‘fair’ for the ten years 

prior to this change of grade to ‘poor’. 
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8. How long will this warning be in place? 

This will depend on the results of future water quality monitoring. The warning will be in 

place for at least 1 year but could be in place for 2 years or more. This is because the grade 

takes into account the past five years of water monitoring results. 

9. How is the grade calculated? 

The recreational water quality monitoring programme follows the national “Microbiological 

water quality guidelines for marine and freshwater recreational areas” (MfE & MoH, 2003). 

Cyanobacteria is also monitored using the “New Zealand guidelines for cyanobacteria in 

recreational fresh waters – interim guidelines” (Ministry for the Environment & Ministry of 

Health, 2009).  

Five years of microbiological monitoring results, as well as a qualitative assessment of 

contamination risk from the surrounding catchment, contributes to an assessment matrix 

for determining a site’s Suitability for Recreation Grade (SFRG).  

Swimming sites are graded on a 5-point scale from ‘very poor’ to ‘very good’. Sites with 

SFRGs of ‘very poor’ or ‘poor’ are considered unsuitable for primary contact recreation. 

Warning signs that recommend against swimming are erected and managed at these sites 

by territorial local authorities. 

10. Where can I swim instead? 

The best source of up-to-date swimming water quality information is on the website 

www.LAWA.org.nz. The Pareora River at Evans Crossing is located not far upstream and is 

graded as ‘fair’. This site, however, should be avoided for 48 hours after heavy rainfall or 

when there is any discolouration of the water. Other nearby bathing sites are located at the 

Opihi, Orari and Hae Hae Te Moana Rivers and have all been graded as ‘good’.  

11. What about Evan’s Crossing? 

The Pareora River at Evans Crossing is graded ‘Fair’ and is generally suitable for swimming. 

However, it is advised to avoid swimming for at least 48 hours following rainfall. The risk of 

contamination is higher following rainfall because there is increased runoff of faecal 

contaminants from surrounding land uses. 

12. What does Environment Canterbury think about this? 

It isn’t unusual to see high bacteria results after heavy rainfall, but we are concerned about 

the frequency of high contamination events in the Pareora River at Pareora River Huts 

during dry weather. That’s why our science team will be investigating why this might be 

happening, and our zone team will be working with landowners to ensure they are 

implementing good management practices. 

http://www.lawa.org.nz/
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We will continue to work closely with our colleagues at Community and Public Health and 

the district councils to monitor the situation closely and if necessary, take further action. We 

realise this change in water quality is not good news and share the public’s concern. We will 

keep them up-to-date with our progress.   

13.  What are the key messages to the public? 

 It’s best not to swim at Pareora Huts this coming year due to increased health risks 

from poorer water quality 

 The highest risk period is after heavy rainfall (for up to 48 hours) 

 The reason for why the water quality has decreased is unclear 

 Environment Canterbury is doing increased monitoring and research to investigate 

why microbial water quality has decreased and working with landowners. 

14. Who can I talk to about this? 

Call Environment Canterbury on 0800 324 636 
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7.7 Zone Facilitator's Report 

Author: Lyn Carmichael, Facilitator  

   

  

Recommendation 

That the reports be noted. 

 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 To consider the Zone Facilitator’s Report. 

 

Attachments 

1. Facilitator's Report ⇩  
2. Youth Ropu Recruitment Flyer ⇩  
3. Southern Black backed Gull Strategy ⇩   

OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_files/OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_Attachment_9838_1.PDF
OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_files/OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_Attachment_9838_2.PDF
OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_files/OWZC_20191202_AGN_2203_AT_Attachment_9838_3.PDF
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 ORARI-TEMUKA-OPIHI- PAREORA 
ZONE COMMITTEE 

 

 Agenda item:7 

 TOPIC:  FACILITATORS UPDATE   

 AUTHOR: Lyn Carmichael (Zone 
Facilitator) 

 DATE: 2 December 2019 

Purpose: 

To provide the OTOP zone committee with information on; 

 Dates of Zone Committee meetings in 2020 

 Upcoming events 

 Issues raised in previous meetings 

 Media  

 Youth Rōpū 

 Annual Report 

Recommendation: 

That the OTOP zone committee; 

Notes the Facilitator’s report 

Report: 

1. Dates of Zone Committee Meetings in 2020 

The Committee is requested to consider its meeting dates, times and venues for 2020. 

Historically the OTOP Zone Committee has met every four weeks throughout out the 

calendar year, commencing in February.  The meetings have generally taken place on the 

first Monday on the month at different venues throughout the zone.   

The Committee is asked to confirm its start time of 1.00pm for meetings. The Committee 

could decide to adopt a later start time of 3.00pm for formal meetings to allow time for 

workshops beforehand. The proposed meeting dates for the OTOP Zone Committee in 2020 

are:  

 3 February 

 2 March 

 6 April  

 4 May  

 8 June  

 6 July  

 3 August 

 7 September  

 5 October  
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 2 November  

 7 December 
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2. Upcoming Events 

 
DATE 
 

EVENT 

 12 December 

Washdyke/Waitarokao Working Group Meeting 

 11-12 February 
21 -22 April 

 
Treaty of Waitangi Workshops - 2 days 
 

 

 21 - 22 
November 

 30 – 31 
January 

 13 -14 
February 

 5 - 6 March 

 

 Noho Marae – 2 days 

 21 - 22 November, Onuku Marae, Akaroa 

 30 – 31 January, Takahanga Marae, Kaikoura 

 13 -14 February, Wairewa Marae, Little River 

 5 - 6 March, Arowhenua Marae, Temuka 

  

 

 

3. Progress on Issues raised in previous meetings 

 

 DATE  ISSUE  STATUS 

 2 
September 

 ECan Submission on Action 
for Healthy Waterways 

 Can be found here: 
https://ecan.govt.nz/about-us/your-
council/submissions-from-ecan/ 

 4 October  Can ORRPG be an 
interested party for consents in 
the Orari Gorge Area? 

 Discussed below 

  

 4 October   Stock Exclusion above the 
Gorge 

 All farmed cattle, deer and pigs 
must be excluded from the bed of the 
river 

 Follow up on going  

 4 October  Consent Reviews  Follow up ongoing 

 

Can ORRPG be an interested party for consents in the Orari Gorge Area? 

https://ecan.govt.nz/about-us/your-council/submissions-from-ecan/
https://ecan.govt.nz/about-us/your-council/submissions-from-ecan/
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A common area of confusion is the difference between people ‘interested’ in an application or 

proposed activity, and ‘affected’ persons. The term ‘interested persons or parties’ refers to a 

broader group than ‘affected persons’, and includes everyone who has an interest in an 

application, geographic area or issue. An “affected person” (which is a term defined in the RMA) 

is someone on whom the effects of the proposed activity will be minor or more than minor. 

Effects on a person (eg, neighbour) may be more than minor BUT overall the environmental 

effects of the activity may still be minor.If the person has given written approval, they have 

waived their rights as an affected person. 

Interested parties 

An interested person or party may be a group or body that has a general interest in an 

application, but is not deemed to be ‘affected’ under the RMA. Council has a list of interested 

parties that are sent an email advising them of specific applications relevant to their particular 

interest, a courtesy we undertake to ensure those parties are made aware of relevant 

applications. 

An interested party may then send a comment to us, which we use during application processing 

to determine whether they are an affected person, which gives them certain rights under the 

RMA. 

An interested person or party (like anyone else) is then entitled to make a submission if the 

application has been publicly notified. 

 

https://www.ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/news-and-events/2018/rma-101-explaining-the-consent-

process/ 

https://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/fresh-water/everyday-guide-consultation-resource-

consent-applicants/everyday-guide 

 

4. Media  

Date: 11 November 2019   

Orari Gorge Station owners aren't ruling out further 
protection 
Matthew Littlewood 
 

https://www.ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/news-and-events/2018/rma-101-explaining-the-consent-process/
https://www.ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/news-and-events/2018/rma-101-explaining-the-consent-process/
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/fresh-water/everyday-guide-consultation-resource-consent-applicants/everyday-guide
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/fresh-water/everyday-guide-consultation-resource-consent-applicants/everyday-guide
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SUPPLIED 
Almost 150 hectares of Orari Gorge Station will soon be placed under a QE11 covenant.  

More than 150 hectares of private land near Geraldine will soon be placed under a 
protective covenant - and the owners aren't ruling out protecting even more of it. 

The latest proposed Queen Elizabeth II (QEII) protective covenant proposed over the 
land at Orari Gorge Station, covering about 48ha of land, is the third of its type at the 
station, and will go some way to help ensuring it will fulfil the Timaru District 
Council's classification of it as a Significant Natural Heritage Area (SNA). 

This means there will soon be about 150 hectares of protected crown covenant land 
over the 4000ha station.   

The land is owned by Robert and Alex Peacock.  

READ MORE: 
* South Canterbury residents call for more support for bats  
* Predator control, wetlands among South Canterbury beneficiaries of $100,000 
injection 
* QEII Trust celebrates its 4000th covenant 

A covenant put in place by the QEII Trust is a partnership between independent 
charitable organisation, the QEII National Trust and landowners, who work together 
to protect natural and culturally important sites where native flora and fauna have 
the potential to regenerate naturally. 

Alex Peacock said the process, which had taken about two years, had been an 
advantage for their farming operations.  

"We've got a large amount of bush cover, and keeping stock away from it has helped 
with our pasture management," she said. 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/96713977/south-canterbury-residents-call-for-more-support-for-bats?rm=a
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/93452165/predator-control-wetlands-among-south-cantebury-beneficiaries-of-100000-injection?rm=a
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/93452165/predator-control-wetlands-among-south-cantebury-beneficiaries-of-100000-injection?rm=a
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/agribusiness/68902956/undefined?rm=a
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"We would like to protect the bush for future generations to enjoy, so we were more 
than happy to help out." 

Peacock said some of the challenges with fencing were due to the fact that some of 
the land was on some quite hilly terrain, but they had been lucky to receive funding 
from Environment Canterbury (ECan), QEII Trust and Timaru District Council towards 
the first stages of the project. 

Through the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora (Otop) zone committee, ECan has 
committed about $21,000 towards protective measures for Orari Gorge Station.  

Asked whether they would consider putting more of their land into protective 
covenant, she said "never say never". 

"It would depend on what's available and how it works in with the rest of the farm," 
she said. 

"But the important thing is keeping communication with the right organisations." 

QEII National Trust South Canterbury regional representative Rob Smith said the 
protective measures were a win-win for both conservation and farming.  

"It's a really significant natural area, there are more than 70 different native species 
of flora and fauna over it, Smith said. 

"You've got a lot of native bush, but also a lot of native birds such as the kererū 
(wood pigeon) and korimako (bellbird), along with the New Zealand Falcon.  

"The landowners have been really cooperative, they see the value in placing these 
areas under protective covenant which would otherwise not have been used for 
productive land anyway." 

Smith said there would be about 10 landowners who have put part of their land into 
protective covenant in the Timaru District because of the SNA programme. 

"A lot of the protection work can be really basic stuff, such as fencing off parts of the 
land, and installing predator traps," Smith said.  

"We have lost a lot of our natural biodiversity values, so the QEII process is one way 
we can claw some of it back." 

Smith said the funding from ECan's immediate steps programme had also been a 
boon to protecting covenants. 

"It's provided us with funding we otherwise wouldn't have got," he said.  
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Smith said in the Timaru District, QEII covenants are placed over land areas as small 
as one hectare and in the case of Kakahu, as large as 350hectares. 

"It's a really collaborative effort," Smith said.  

Stuff 

 

 

5. Applications for the Environment Canterbury Youth Rōpū are now open  

Applications are now open for the Environment Canterbury Youth Rōpū. The Youth Rōpū 

is a group for young people aged 14-24 coordinated by the Youth Engagement and 

Education Team at Environment Canterbury Regional Council. The goal of the Youth 

Rōpū is to build the relationship between the Regional Council and young people to empower 

each other to be good kaitiaki of our environment. So far the Youth Rōpū has engaged in 

meaningful ways with wider youth, staff and Council to bring a youth perspective to 

https://haveyoursay.ecan.govt.nz/environment-canterbury-youth-ropu-consultation
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decisions. The next year will be exciting and the Youth Rōpū offers a clear path to engage 

with decision makers on issues that matter around us. If you’re interested in the environment 

and want to help strengthen the youth voice in Canterbury, apply now! For more about the 

Youth Rōpū check out their web page. 

 

There are 16 members and we are currently have six vacancies. Applications close 20 

December 2019. 

North Canterbury – two people 

North/East Christchurch – one person 

South Christchurch – one person 

Mid- Canterbury – one person 

South Canterbury – one person 

Background information 

In 2018 a group of young people formed a working group (Youth Participation Platform 

Working Group or YPPWG) with support from the Environment Canterbury Youth 

Engagement and Education Team (YEET) and funding from Ministry of Youth Development. 

The goal of this group was to establish a platform for young people and decision makers at 

Environment Canterbury to work together. This bought to life the aspirations, conversations 

and ideas that have been developed over the course of two years.  

The Youth Rōpū met for the first time in May 2019. The Youth Rōpū is a formalised group of 

people aged 14-24 who have an interest in the environment, developing their leadership 

skills and being part of an exciting team of young people that make a difference. The group 

is made up of 16 people with two mana whenua, and two geographic representatives from 

the following areas - North Canterbury, Mid Canterbury, South Canterbury, Christchurch 

North East, Christchurch West, Christchurch South and Christchurch Central. 

What is involved? 

The Youth Rōpū does not follow a traditional committee structure with a chairperson etc. 

Instead the Youth Rōpū have adopted a flat leadership structure with four teams set up to 

deliver on the five priority areas. 
o Social media – responsible for planning and running social media activities 

and posts 

o Coordination – responsible for the internal organisation of the EYR 

o Events and partnerships – responsible for running and partnering on events 

and building relationships with relevant groups and organisations 

o Consultations and submissions – responsible for strategic involvement with 

consultations and submissions on key issues relating to Environment 
Canterbury 

The baseline commitment is to attend a face-to-face meeting every six weeks in Christchurch 

(usually on a Sunday 11am – 4pm), a fortnightly one-hour online meeting and be active in at 

least one team. This would be a minimum time commitment of six hours per month. 

https://ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/youth-engagement-and-education/youth-ropu/
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Promotion 

If this is something that you think would appeal to a young person you know please 

encourage them to apply. We would also love your help spreading the word. You can do this 

by: 

 Sharing this email 

 Sharing the weblink https://bit.ly/2GCWOau  

 Sharing the attached flyer 

 Share posts from the Youth Engagement and Education team Facebook page 

 Follow @youth_4_waitaha on Instagram for updates and share the content 

If you have any questions please contact hannah.dunlop@ecan.govt.nz or 0274054895 

 

 

https://bit.ly/2GCWOau
https://www.facebook.com/Youth-Engagement-and-Education-at-Environment-Canterbury-158300870929484/
mailto:hannah.dunlop@ecan.govt.nz
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7.8 Other Business 

   

  

Recommendation 

That the Committee note any matters for promoting in the media. 

 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 Roundtable discussion 

2 Reflection on matters discussed for media story 

 

 

Attachments 

Nil    
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8 Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

9 Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

10 Closing Summary and Karakia 
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