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Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee 
will be held in the Council Chamber, Council Building, King George Place, Timaru, on Monday 2 
November 2020, at 9.30am. 

Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Members 

Lucy Millar (Chairperson), Phil Driver (Deputy Chairperson), Suzanne Eddington, John Henry, Cr Anne 
Munro, Cr Elizabeth McKenzie, Luke Reihana, Glen Smith, Cr Barbara Gilchrist and Cr Tom O'Connor  

Quorum – no less than 7 members 
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8 Confirmation of Minutes 

8.1 Minutes of the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Meeting held on 5 
October 2020 

Author: Joanne Brownie, Governance Support Officer  

 
 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Meeting held on 5 
October 2020 be confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting and that the 
Chairperson’s electronic signature be attached. 

 

 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Minutes of the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Meeting held on 5 
October 2020   
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Committee Meeting 
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Minutes of Informal Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone Committee Meeting 
Held in the Council Chamber, Council Building, King George Place, Timaru 

on Monday, 5 October 2020 at 9.30am 

 

Present: Lucy Millar (Chairperson), Phil Driver (Deputy Chairperson), Cr Elizabeth 
McKenzie,  Cr Barbara Gilchrist, Cr Tom O'Connor  

In Attendance:  Bailey Lissington (via electronic link) 

 Lesley Woudberg (Team Leader Zone Facilitator), Michael Nolan (ECan Zone 
Delivery Team), Janine Roux (ECan Zone Delivery Team), John Benn 
(Department of Conservation), Joanne Brownie (Governance Support) 

 

1 Opening Karakia  

Cr Gilchrist opened the meeting with a karakia. 

2 Apologies  

Apologies were received from Cr Anne Munro, Suzanne Eddington, Luke Reihana and Glen Smith. 

As there was no quorum for the official meeting, an informal meeting was held. 

3 Public Forum  

There was no public forum. 

4 Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

There were no urgent business items. 

5 Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

There were no minor nature items. 

6 Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

There were no conflicts of interest to declare. 

7 Reports 

7.1 Update Committee Members' Activities 

The Committee considered an update from the Chairperson.  

Combined Catchment Groups Organisation 
 In regard to the request to the Timaru, Waimate and Mackenzie District Councils and to 
Environment Canterbury for funding for resource for an overarching catchment group, an official 
reply has been received from the Mackenzie District Council with a letter of offer, Timaru District 
Council’s Mayor is taking the request to his Council and Waimate District Council has informally 
discussed the request with a formal decision expected after its Council meeting on 13 October. The 
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Committee noted the time constraints, and emphasised the need for early decisions from the 
councils which have not yet responded. 

In the meantime the group is doing some groundwork, including developing a constitution. 

Pest Control 
Cr O’Connor and Cr McKenzie reported on a recent combined Waimate District Council and 
Environment Canterbury meeting.  While there was consensus at the meeting that some action 
needs to be taken in regard to pest control, Cr O’Connor and Cr McKenzie believe more action is 
needed than is currently taking place ie pest control outside the containment zone and before next 
winters planting.  

Climate Change 
Cr O’Connor suggested that the Zone Committee should not have a role in regard to combatting 
the impacts of climate change.  The meeting was advised that ECan is assisting with the climate 
change/coastal inundation modelling part of the Canterbury Coastal Plan Review. 

 
7.2 Testing Bore Water 

The Committee considered a report by Cr McKenzie on making it easy for property owners to test 
bore water.  Options discussed included – 

 Having an open community session where people can bring in samples for testing on the 
day/hold annual borewater workshops 

 Investigate a quick triage method to test for ecoli and nitrates 

 Do some public communication around the need to test regularly and advice as to how to 
collect samples correctly (eg video on facebook) 

The Facilitator will prepare a proposal to bring back to the Committee. 

 
7.3 Zone Delivery 

Michael Nolan gave a presentation on zone delivery – the structure, activities happening, and 
achievements (long tail bat protection, regionally significant consents, farming at GMP, focus on 
wetlands, streams and lagoons, rock art sites, biodiversity.) 

In regard to which OTOP members are on which catchment groups, it was agreed to await the 
establishment of the collective catchment group incorporated society, then review representation 
of OTOP members on the catchment groups. 

Waitarakao 
Michael explained the focus on the Waitarakao/Washdyke Lagoon and tabled an information flier 
on the checking of stormwater discharge activities.  Nearly all the 40 consented industrial sites 
have been visited and good progress has been made on visits to the 190 non consented sites.  
Responses have generally been positive with people buying into the project. 

John Benn (DOC) provided further background to the working group, its purpose and the work it 
has done since being established 3-4 years ago. 

There was a suggestion made that there could be some sort of reward for compliance such as a 
notice at the site gate or a certificate.  However the meeting was advised that this is not within the 
current scope of the project.  Alternatively it was suggested that those industries performing well 
be promoted via the website/media.  The Committee was conscious of not intruding on the work 
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of the Waitarakao group, therefore it was suggested that any media release be scripted from the 
angle of the OTOP Zone Committee supporting the working group’s activities and acknowledging 
the results of the compliance work through promoting  good performers. 

It was agreed that the issue be referred to the Facilitator and Michael Nolan of the Zone Delivery 
Team to prepare a compliance good story and options for good management practice. 

 
7.4 Facilitator's Update 

The Committee considered the Facilitator’s update.   

Pest Control 
Concern was again expressed at pest control and the need for more effective action, noting farmers 
cannot always afford to fund the control necessary and while one landowner may take sufficient 
action, a neighbouring property may not.  Cr McKenzie agreed  to follow up as to what is possible 
and the most effective place for pest control to fit. 

Tree Planting 
Tree planting and lizard habitat development has been planned for 11 October at the Eco Centre 
at Redruth for youth participation. 

There is also a planting day planned for the Waihao/Wainono Catchment Group on 10 October. 

Climate Change 
A climate change workshop is being planned with a tentative date of 22 October at 5pm. 
Cr O’Connor advised he has previously written a paper on climate change and offered it to the 
committee to read. The paper will be emailed to members. 
 

8 Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

There were no urgent business items. 

9 Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

There were no minor nature items. 

 

10 Closure Karakia 

The Meeting closed at 10.40am with a karakia from Cr Gilchrist. 

 

 

................................................... 

Chairperson 
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9 Reports 

9.1 Deep South Science Challenge 

Author: Jo Doyle, Governance Advisor  

Authoriser:   

  

Recommendation 

That this report from Lesley Woudberg be received. 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 To provide the OTOP Zone committee with information on some of the research being 
undertaken to support New Zealand’s response to a changing climate. 

Assessment of Significance 

2 The mission of the Deep South Challenge: Changing with our Climate is to enable New 
Zealanders to adapt, manage risk and thrive in a changing climate. 

3 We know that scientists, industry and communities must work together if society is to adapt 
to our changing climate. Climate science can be complex and challenging, and isn’t always 
effectively incorporated in planning and decision making. Our challenge is unique among 
climate research programmes in New Zealand for the way it joins together physical science, 
predictive climate modelling and social science. To guide planning and policy, we’re bringing 
together new research approaches to determine the impacts of a changing climate on our 
climate-sensitive economic sectors, infrastructure and natural resources. 

4 We’re engaging closely with central and regional government, whānau, hapū and iwi, 
business, infrastructure and industry. We’re collaborating with decision makers to share our 
research about the kinds of climate change impacts we can expect in the coming decades and 
centuries, and to develop the kinds of tools required to help people make decisions in the face 
of complex changes in the future. 

5 Through innovative community engagement and multi-disciplinary research collaborations, 
our five interlinked programmes connect scientists with society. 

6 Dr Anita Wreford, Lincoln University leads the Impacts and Implications programme. The 
Programme aims to make sure that New Zealanders can properly consider and evaluate key 
impacts of climate change. The research into the impacts of climate change will also feed into 
and be informed by the emerging New Zealand Earth System Model. There also needs to be a 
better understand the institutions that facilitate climate change adaptation. 
https://www.deepsouthchallenge.co.nz/programmes/impacts-and-implications 

 

Attachments 

Nil  

https://www.deepsouthchallenge.co.nz/programmes/earth-system-modelling-and-prediction
https://www.deepsouthchallenge.co.nz/programmes/impacts-and-implications
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9.2 Chairpersons Report and Update Committee Members' Activities 

Author: Jo Doyle, Governance Advisor  

Authoriser:   

  

Recommendation 

That this report from Lucy Millar be received. 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 Provide the OTOP zone committee with an opportunity to inform each other of the activities 
they have been involved in over the last month that contributes to the implementation of the 
CWMS in the OTOP zone. 

 

Attachments 

1. Letter of Shared Priorities - Waimate District Council and Environment Canterbury    
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9.3 Immediate Steps Projects 

Author: Jo Doyle, Governance Advisor  

Authoriser:   

  

Recommendation 

That the OTOP Zone Committee will recommend to Environment Canterbury the following 
Immediate Steps funding allocation: 

1. Ohapi Creek and Spider Lagoon Restoration – Stage 1 – 18,000 

2. Taniwha Gully Restoration - $14,000 ($7,000/year) 

3. Serpentine Creek, Geraldine - $2,500 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 Janine Roux and Jessica Bond, Land Management and Biodiversity Advisors Environment 
Canterbury have written this report to provide recommendations on the allocation of 
Immediate Steps funding for the 2020/2021 financial year. $47,867 is left to be allocated for 
this financial year. This report outlines projects to the sum of $27,500. 

Assessment of Significance 

2 The Immediate Steps biodiversity (IMS) funding programme was launched in 2010 as part of 
implementing the Canterbury Water Management Strategy (CWMS).  Alongside planning and 
other measures, this funding is used to contribute to halting or reversing the decline in 
indigenous biodiversity associated with the increasing use of water resources in Canterbury. 

3 Each of the ten Water Zones in Canterbury has $100,000 of Immediate Steps funding per year 
to allocate on projects to protect and restore biodiversity. The CWMS Water Zone Committee 
in each zone provides guidance and recommendations supporting the allocation of the IMS 
funds. The Immediate Steps funds are administered, allocated, and monitored by 
Environment Canterbury. 
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Discussion 

4 Funding Summary 

2020-2021 Financial year 

Project Amount 
Type of work 

funded 
Outcome 

Ohapi Creek and Spider 
Lagoon Restoration 

$18,000 Weed control To be confirmed 

Taniwha Gully $7,000 
Plants, guards and 

mats 
To be confirmed 

Talbot Forest Working Group $2,500 Weed control To be confirmed 

    

Grange Hill Fencing Stage 1 $13,800 Fencing Granted 

Orari River Protection Group $15,000 
Weed control, pest 

control 
Granted 

Waitarakao Lagoon $10,000 Planting 
Granted 

 (in principal) 

Upper Rangitata Predator 
Control 

$13,333 Pest control Granted 

Total  $52,133.00   

    

IMS funding still available $20,367.00   

 

 

Attachments 

1. Immediate Steps Projects    
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9.4 Climate Change and Slow Water 

Author: Jo Doyle, Governance Advisor  

Authoriser:   

  

Recommendation 

That the OTOP Zone committee receive this report from Dr Phil Driver and Cr Tom O’Conner and: 

1. Make recommendations and endorsements (yes/no?) 

2. Learn more so we can make better recommendations and endorsements (yes/no?) 

3. Agree that our climate emergency is the single biggest physical issue that will impact on 
water management in Canterbury (yes/no?) 

4. Recommend that stakeholders in the OTOP zone adopt a theme of ‘slow water’ as being the 
best way of addressing our biggest challenge (yes/no?) 

5. Explore, develop and disseminate recommendations on how best to achieve ‘slow water’ 
(these could be both regulatory and non-regulatory) (yes/no?) 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 Provide the OTOP zone committee with an opportunity to decide what it wishes to do with 
the proposal put forward to focus its efforts on climate change and the concept of “Slow 
Water”. 

 

Attachments 

1. Additional Paper from Tom O'Conner    
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9.5 Private Drinking Water Supplies - Surface Water, Groundwater and Rainwater 

Author: Jo Doyle, Governance Advisor  

Authoriser:   

  

Recommendation 

That the OTOP Zone Committee receive this report from Lesley Woudberg and Cr Elizabeth 
McKenzie and: 

1. Agree to develop an awareness raising campaign for domestic drinking water supplies in 
order to ensure the OTOP community has “safe and reliable drinking water for community 
and domestic supplies both now and in the future”. 
(ZIPA Community Outcome page 13) 

2. Agree that phase 1 of the campaign will be to; 

(a) Disseminate existing information to committee member’s networks and catchment 
groups; 

(b) Discuss existing information with community members at four farmers markets to 
determine what they know, what they would like to know and what they see as the 
barriers to ensuring their drinking water is safe. 

3. Agree that phase 2 of the campaign will address the information gaps and barriers that have 
been identified through the discussions at farmers markets. This may include a community 
meeting with representatives of registered testing laboratories, South Canterbury District 
Health Board and district and regional council as well as preliminary screening of samples 
for nitrate levels. 

4. Agree that phase 3 will evaluate the campaign and decide on what next. 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 Provide a draft campaign proposal for the Zone Committee to raise awareness among private 
landowners owners to regularly test and manage the risks associated their drinking water 
supplies. 

Assessment of Significance 

2 During the meeting (5 October members) the Committee discussed the idea of hosting an 
event to raise awareness among private landowners of their responsibility to regularly test 
their drinking water and take action to reduce/manage the risks of contamination. 

3 Selwyn Waihora zone committee are also working on a similar campaign to raise awareness 
of risks and responsibilities associated with domestic drinking water supplies - whether the 
source of that water is from rivers and creeks, groundwater or rainwater tanks. 

4 Three Water staff from Canterbury’s district councils have been preparing information for 
private suppliers that we understand will be available by the end of the year. 

5 In addition; there is a wealth of information available, if you know where to look on the 
Ministry of Health, District Health Board, District Councils and Regional Council websites. 
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Outcome 

Safe and reliable drinking water for community and domestic supplies both now and 

in the future” (ZIPA Community Outcome page 13) 

 

What 

Raise awareness among private water suppliers of; 

 the risks of contamination 

 their need to proactively manage risks to their water supply  

 their need to take action 
How 

Preparation Gather Information (Nov/Dec 2020) 

 Gather and collate informative/engaging material 

 Develop a ‘catchy’ slogan (eg. other ZC campaigns Love our Lakes and 
Stormwater Superhero) eg.  

 

Phase 1 Disseminate & Test (Mar/April) 

 Share information with networks 

o Seek feed back on whether this information is useful, what else do 
people need 

 Attend four farmers markets to; 

o Find out what people know, what they don’t, what they see are the 
barriers to proactively managing risks to their water supplies 

Phase 2 Share information (May) 

 Address information gaps 

 Hold a community event 

o Host a community event – invite registered laboratories, District 
Health Board, District and Regional Council to share what they do 
and the services they offer 

o Provide an opportunity to have sample water screened to 
determine indicative nitrate levels 

Phase 3 Evaluate (June) 

 What worked what didn’t? 
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 Next steps/or not? 
 

 

Attachments 

Nil  
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9.6 Facilitators Update 

Author: Jo Doyle, Governance Advisor  

Authoriser:   

  

Recommendation 

That this report from Lesley Woudberg be received. 

 
Report 

 

Central Government 

Ministry for the Environment - Essential Freshwater Guidance  

https://niwa.co.nz/climate/seasonal-climate-outlook/seasonal-climate-outlook-october-
december-2020 

Freshwater Improvement Fund 

2nd Round open 27 January closes 10 February 
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/more/funding/freshwater-improvement-fund 

NIWA – Seasonal Climate Outlook October - December 2020 

https://niwa.co.nz/climate/seasonal-climate-outlook/seasonal-climate-outlook-october-
december-2020 
 

Environment Canterbury 

Essential Fresh Water Package – Environment Canterbury Advice 

https://ecan.govt.nz/your-region/your-environment/water/canterburys-water/essential-
freshwater-package-our-advice/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-SX3NCrSUg&feature=youtu.be 

Attachments 

Nil  

https://niwa.co.nz/climate/seasonal-climate-outlook/seasonal-climate-outlook-october-december-2020
https://niwa.co.nz/climate/seasonal-climate-outlook/seasonal-climate-outlook-october-december-2020
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/more/funding/freshwater-improvement-fund
https://niwa.co.nz/climate/seasonal-climate-outlook/seasonal-climate-outlook-october-december-2020
https://niwa.co.nz/climate/seasonal-climate-outlook/seasonal-climate-outlook-october-december-2020
https://ecan.govt.nz/your-region/your-environment/water/canterburys-water/essential-freshwater-package-our-advice/
https://ecan.govt.nz/your-region/your-environment/water/canterburys-water/essential-freshwater-package-our-advice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-SX3NCrSUg&feature=youtu.be
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10 Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

11 Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

 

12 Closing Karakia  
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