

















Condition and Management Issues:

The forest canopy is in relatively good condition. Old stumps indicate the removal of larger trees many years
ago, but there are still some large old original trees, notably a large kahikatea tree (with a trunk diameter of
218 cm) and a large totara tree (210 cm). The forest understorey and ground-cover are at present affected by
the presence of deer. Many vines and small stems have been cut within the forest. The benefits or otherwise
of this management are difficult to determine on a single visit. The most pressing management issue is deer
control. The next most important issue is containment of invasive plants, such as ground ivy.

Property Owner Comment:

The property owners have checked and endorsed the indicative SNA boundary and noted a proposal to
construct a small pond at the southeast corner of the property. They say that it is their intention to maintain
the flora and fauna in its original condition and to also manage the various rodents, plants and other pests that
are usually associated with a forest area such as this, as noted in this report.

ASSESSMENT AGAINST DISTRICT PLAN CRITERIA:

Primary Criteria Rank Notes

Representativeness H A good example of forest that is highly representative of the original
vegetation of the area, despite the loss of some large trees and present
depletion of the understorey vegetation.

Rarity M  Provides good habitat for an ‘at risk’ bird species (rifleman) and
supports several locally uncommon plant species.

Diversity and pattern M/H A relatively diverse area of forest, comprising two main habitats: hill-
slope forest and terrace/gully forest.

Distinctiveness/special M  The presence of large podocarp trees is a special feature.

features

Other Criteria

Size/shape M/H A small to moderate sized area with a good shape and relatively well
buffered.

Connectivity M/H Adjoins a protected area along approximately half its boundary.

Long-term Sustainability ¥ M/H Some animal pest control (and maybe plant pest control) will probably
be necessary to maintain the ecological values in the long term.

Final Consideration (of other matters: Section D, page B-19 of Timaru District Plan):

The forest within this SNA has been retained and managed by the landowner. It has limited potential for
farm development and much greater potential as an attractive forested surrounding for a residence. The
proposed SNA boundary has been drawn to exclude the areas that have been modified by the access drive,
gardens and tree planting,

Discussion:

This area meets the District Plan criteria for a Significant Natural Area. Important features of the area are the
presence of relatively intact indigenous forest with old (original) and regenerating podocarps (especially
kahikatea), locally uncommon plant species, the habitat the area provides for forest birds including an ‘at
risk’ species (rifleman) and the location of the area adjacent to a regionally important protected area (Peel
Forest Park Scenic Reserve).




Scientific names of species cited by common name in this report
(Note: this is not a complete species list; it is a list only of species cited by common name in this report)
Common NaME ........occevveviivienirisrininericenrennes Scientific name

(* = naturalised species)
broadleaf .........ccocceoerverienriiii Griselinia littoralis
BUSh LAWYET ...t Rubus cissoides
bush Hly..cccooeeeicniiiiicc s Astelia fragrans
DUSh TCE Grass.....cceereecrvervrceminiririerisinreee e Microlaena avenacea
cabbage tree/ti rakau ..........ccocoiiininiiinniinienena Cordyline australis
Chilean flame creeper® ...........cccccoivvviriiinnnnne Tropaeolum speciosum
CLEMALIS .....eeeeeierecreeeeieeee e Clematis paniculata
CIOWN FEIM ...eeeieiriiicicte e Blechnum discolor
elderberry™ ... Sambucus nigra
fIVE-TINGET ..o Pseudopanax arboreus
TOXZIOVE™ ...t Digitalis purpurea
FUCKSIA....evverieiee ettt Fuchsia excorticata
ground iVy™ .....ocoiiinii e Glechoma hederacea
hanging Spleenwort ..........c.cocoecvviniiievnnienniennnns Asplenium flaccidum
hen and chickens fern.........cccoeceiricinnninnnnncs Asplenium gracillimum
ROOKEIASS .eveevcreieeecrerercrtee st Uncinia sp.
horopito/pepperwood ..........cccocvvieiriniiinneinnnens Pseudowintera colorata
hound’s tongue fern .........c.cccoevrvvevviniirnnieiinnnns Microsorum pustulatum
kahikatea/wWhite pine .........cccccoceeivivimnniinivernnnnns Dacrycarpus dacrydioides
KaikomakKo.......cceerreireerrrieeieeiecnenenie i Pennantia corymbosa
KanUKA......oorreereneieceeneecreeere sttt Kunzea ericoides
KOWhI....veiveieieeieierreececeeseeenec et Sophora microphylla
1anCEWO0O0d ....ccveivivicriirictcre e Pseudopanax crassifolius
leather-leaf fern..........ccooevvvveeievmnieneececincicne Pyrrosia eleagnifolia
lemOonWOOd......c.veereeeeieiceicecieree s Pittosporum eugenioides
lowland ribbonwood .........ccccoveiiiniiiiiniiiinninnne Plagianthus regius
mahoe/Whiteywood..........coccevvvveniniriceniienecncns Melicytus ramiflorus
INAPOU evererarerereeneesereerernearerssiassesesssseesmasessssssesass Myrsine australis
marbleleaf/putaputaweta ............ccoovveevriiniennnns Carpodetus serratus
matai/black Pine........occevevereevrrrcniniiniiiireneenns Prumnopitys taxifolia
matipo/kohuhu ..o Pittosporum tenuifolium
mMOUntain Kiokio ......ccceeeeveivieviierinccnniniirirenennnns Blechnum montanum
narrow-leaved lacebark .........cccccoovvvviiiiiniiinninnnns Hoheria angustifolia
NAtIVE JASIIINE .....orvrririiniiiirereriirieiere e Parsonsia heterophylla
PALE..c.eeeientenerecreeereririirie sttt e an e snene Schefflera digitata
Periwinkle™ .........ccoccoviviininininieieie s Vinca major
POAtANIWRNA ....veeeereirerecreiieiie et Melicope simplex
PONUENUE ..o, Muehlenbeckia australis
POKAKA ...ttt Elaeocarpus hookerianus
prickly shield fern ... Polystichum vestitum
shrubby mahoe.........coceviciniiniecee Melicytus micranthus
Silver fern/ponga .........ccocecevvievierineniriniinnneniens Cyathea dealbata
SOTt rEE TEIM ..o Cyathea smithii
SPIKEMOSS™® ...t Selaginella kraussiana
SUPPLEIACK .. Ripogonum scandens
thousand-leaved fern.......c.ccccooveneninivcnineinnnnnns Hypolepis millefolium
L10] £:1 ¢ SO OO OO TRUOTRIRt Podocarpus totara
TUPEPO «.eeneveneenererneseneeereenr e sissserestssnerssseasevasenens Streblus heterophyllus
WaLer feIM .....ccoieienieeerierieceniee e Histiopteris incisa
WEEPINE MAPOU ....ecvrmerviiiiiiiireerirresesssensasasassnsens Myrsine divaricata
WHEKi-PONEZa......cccoounereriiiiniinieiee s Dicksonia fibrosa
white climbing rata ........cccceorevirieninrriiiieeinns Metrosideros diffusa
WINEDEITY ..ot Aristotelia serrata
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