
 

 

 

 

AGENDA 

  

Environmental Services Committee 
Meeting 

Tuesday, 2 May 2023 

Date Tuesday, 2 May 2023 

Time 10.00am 

Location Council Chamber 
District Council Building 
King George Place 
Timaru 

File Reference 1571767 

 



 

 

 

Timaru District Council 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Environmental Services Committee will be held in the 
Council Chamber, District Council Building, King George Place, Timaru, on Tuesday 2 May 2023, at 
10.00am. 

Environmental Services Committee Members 

Clr Michelle Pye (Chairperson), Clr Owen Jackson (Deputy Chairperson), Clr Sally Parker, Clr Gavin 
Oliver, Clr Stu Piddington, Clr Allan Booth, Clr Peter Burt, Tewera King (Mana Whenua), Clr Stacey 
Scott, Clr Scott Shannon and Mayor Nigel Bowen  

Quorum – no less than 5 members 

Local Authorities (Members’ Interests) Act 1968 

Committee members are reminded that if you have a pecuniary interest in any item on the agenda, 
then you must declare this interest and refrain from discussing or voting on this item, and are 
advised to withdraw from the meeting table. 

Paul Cooper 
Group Manager Environmental Services 
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6 Confirmation of Minutes 

6.1 Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 14 March 2023 

Author: Jessica Kavanaugh, Governance Advisor  

 
 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 14 March 2023 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting and that the Chairperson’s electronic 
signature be attached. 

 

 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 14 March 2023   
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Environmental Services Committee 
Meeting 

Tuesday, 14 March 2023 

Ref: 1571767 
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Minutes of Timaru District Council 
Environmental Services Committee Meeting 

Held in the Council Chamber, District Council Building, King George Place, Timaru 
on Tuesday, 14 March 2023 at 10.00am 

 

Present: Clr Michelle Pye (Chairperson), Clr Owen Jackson (Deputy Chairperson), Clr Sally 
Parker, Clr Stu Piddington, Clr Allan Booth, Clr Peter Burt, Clr Stacey Scott, Clr 
Scott Shannon, Mayor Nigel Bowen 

In Attendance:  Community Board Members: Nicola Nimo (Temuka Community Board), Ross 
Munro (Pleasant Point Community Board), Rosie Woods (Geraldine Community 
Board 

 Officers: Bede Carran (Chief Executive), Paul Cooper (Group Manager 
Environmental Services), Jason Rivett (Acting Group Manager Commercial & 
Strategy), Nigel Ingram (Group Manager Recreation and Cultural Services), 
Andrew Dixon (Group Manager Infrastructure), Beth Stewart-Wright (Director 
User Experience & Community Engagement), Erik Barnes (Acting Group 
Manager Recreation & Cultural Services), Stephen Doran (Communications 
Manager), Nicole Timney (Manager of Property Services and Client 
Representative), Susannah Ratahi (Land Transport Manager), Hamish Barrell 
(District Planning Manager), Megan Geng (Team Leader Policy), Grant Hall 
(Drainage & Water Manager), Samantha Molyneux (Group Coordinator 
Recreation & Cultural Services), Jo Williams (Executive Assistant Infrastructure), 
Jess Hurst (Governance and Executive Support Coordinator), Jessica Kavanaugh 
(Governance Advisor) 

1 Apologies  

1.1 Apologies Received 

Resolution 2023/5 

Moved: Mayor Nigel Bowen 
Seconded: Clr Allan Booth 

That the apology of Clr Gavin Oliver be received and accepted. 

Carried 

 

2 Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

No items of urgent business were received. 

3 Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

No matters of a minor nature were raised. 
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4 Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

No conflicts of interest were declared. 

5 Chairperson’s Report 

5.1 Presentation of Chairperson's Report 

Resolution 2023/6 

Moved: Clr Michelle Pye 
Seconded: Deputy Chairperson Owen Jackson 

The Chairperson has attended a number of meetings including; Menacing Dog Hearing, Meeting 
with members of the pubic to discuss District Plan, Domestic Food resilience workshop, Local 
Alcohol Policy training workshop, Pleasant Point Lions, Orari Temuka Opihi Pareora Water Zone 
Committee, Climate Change Action Planning reference group, Low Emission transport workshop, 
Making Good Decisions Foundation Course, Regional Energy Transformation Accelerator Meeting, 
Water Supply resiliency workshop. 

Carried 

6 Confirmation of Minutes 

6.1 Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 31 January 2023 

 

Resolution 2023/7 

Moved: Clr Scott Shannon 
Seconded: Mayor Nigel Bowen 

That the Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 31 January 2023 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting and that the Chairperson’s electronic 
signature be attached. 

Carried 

 

7 Reports 

7.1 District Plan Brief on Timaru District Council Submissions on the Proposed District Plan 

The District Planning Manager and Team Leader Policy spoke to the report to brief the 
Environmental Services Committee on the Council submission made to the Proposed Timaru 
District Plan during the first formal consultation in the statutory process of the review. 

The Committee also discussed the wording around 3 waters and the unknowns around this area 
including the ability to withdraw a submission and the Councils submission goes through the same 
hearings process.  
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Resolution 2023/8 

Moved: Mayor Nigel Bowen 
Seconded: Clr Peter Burt 

That the report bringing the Timaru District Council Submission to the Proposed District Plan to the 
attention of the Environmental Services Committee be received and noted.  

Carried 

 

8 Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

No items of urgent business were received. 

9 Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

No matters of a minor nature were raised. 

 

The Meeting closed at 10.17am. 

 

 

................................................... 

Clr Michelle Pye 

Chairperson 
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7 Reports 

7.1 Timaru District Climate Change Strategy Update and Next Steps 

Author: Rhys Taylor, Climate Change Advisor 
Troy Titheridge, Climate and Strategic Projects Intern  

Authoriser: Andrew Dixon, Group Manager Infrastructure  

  

Recommendation 

That the Environmental Services Committee: 

1. Receive and note the Draft Timaru District Climate Change Strategy and endorse it for wider 
publication. 

2. Acknowledge the valuable voluntary contributions of councillors, the Advisory Committee 
and many participants in the eight public workshops. 

3. Note that a further report and action plan on recommendations distilled from the Draft 
Timaru District Climate Change Strategy that are relevant to Council activities will be 
presented at the July meeting.    

4. Support, in principle, preparations to create a Trust or similar entity, outside Council, to take 
forward aspects of the Draft Timaru District Climate Change Strategy that are of concern to 
the community but may not be central to District Council statutory functions.  

5. That Council officers investigate the feasibility and method of creation of such an entity, 
identifying potential stakeholders and funding. 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 This report is to present the First Timaru District Climate Change Strategy (TDCCS), Attachment 
1, which has been created by an independent facilitator, Dr Phil Diver, after extensive public 
engagement and workshops. 

Assessment of Significance 

2 This matter is assessed as being of low - medium significance in terms of the Timaru District 
Council Significance and Engagement Policy as it is consistent with Long Term Plan outcomes. 
However, there is a high community interest and input into the TDCCS from the community, 
and potential impact on future wellbeing, particularly on younger generations. 

Background 

3 The impacts of climate change in the Timaru District are accelerating, as humanity fails to 
reduce global greenhouse gas emissions. In NZ, no one agency is legislatively responsible for 
taking a lead on climate change. In this legislative vacuum, and guided by Long Term Plan 
commitment to take action on climate change, TDC chose in 2022 to step up and be the local 
climate change leader by commissioning the development of the Timaru District Climate 
Change Strategy (TDCCS). 
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4 In June 2022 as part of the Long Term Plan process, Council agreed to develop a Timaru District 
Climate Change Strategy with the aim to ensure the TDCCS reflected the community’s views 
on climate action throughout the Timaru District. 

5 Dr Phil Driver, a professional engineer and internationally recognised expert in strategy-
making, was engaged to be an independent facilitator to lead the TDCCS process. This process 
was supported by Council’s Climate Change Officers. 

6 In October 2022, Dr Driver delivered a progress report to Council on the work achieved on the 
TDCCS and indicated strong community momentum for continuing the strategy process. 

7 Through to March 2023, the community and District stakeholders have voluntarily contributed 
over 1,500 hours to the development of the strategy through interviews and extensive public 
workshops advertised via newspaper and social media. In addition to this, an Advisory Group 
of 24 informed citizens, including the Mayor and the Chair of the Environmental Services 
Committee, have guided the process, establishing principles and discussing the evidence 
gathered.  

8 An additional sub-strategy will be added later in the year, following a scheduled meeting on 5 
July 2023 with the farming industry representatives. 

9 Many potential actions have been identified as a result of the workshops held and key 
recommendations for our District have been distilled. Some of these actions Timaru District 
Council can potentially lead and are currently being reviewed by Council Officers, and when 
completed will be presented the Environmental Services Committee. 

Discussion 

10 The TDCCS (Attachment 1) has been produced through an initial series of interviews followed 
by an extensive public engagement workshops process in 2022-2023. 

11 This TDCCS represents the community views offered, including a distillation of facts on global 
climate change and consideration of likely local impacts. Dr Driver is presenting this work as 
independent reference material on which the District Council and many other stakeholders 
may wish and need to act. 

12 Report author, Dr Phil Driver will be presenting to the Environment Services Committee on 
the report contents.  This presentation will cover: 

(i) The key issues and recommendations, which are being made to all community 
stakeholders, not only to the Timaru District Council 

(ii) Note most people’s limited willingness to take decisive action on climate change, 
largely due to incomplete understandings of climate change and its impacts; and 
to required infrastructure and services for easy climate actions not being available. 

(iii) Strategically, some of the first steps, which are: 

• to help more Timaru District stakeholders understand and appreciate the 
impact of climate change in the district  

• enable easier climate-friendly actions in change adaptation and emission 
mitigation 

(iv) Summarise those issues where stakeholders need immediate support as they try 
to understand and take actions due to the immediate nature of the challenges e.g. 
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• coastal inundation and storm-erosion of farmland, wetlands/lagoons and 
coastal settlements  

• river flooding in extreme weather events 

• crop losses due to a range of climate change factors, especially from extreme 
weather events (i.e. not just slow increases in average temperature) 

(v) The Principles of the TDCCS 

(vi) Other work streams 

(vii) Key recommendations to all stakeholders 

(viii) Proposed establishment of a South Canterbury Climate Trust or similar entity. 
Ideally funded by a number of agencies and organisations such as ECan, TDC, 
Waimate District Council, Mackenzie District Council, central government and the 
private sector. 

Options and Preferred Option 

13 The First Timaru District Climate Strategy is a District-wide Strategy from which Timaru District 
Council may select some relevant actions. 

14 Option 1 is to note the strategy, refer it to Officers for consideration as they prepare the next 
Long Term Plan and also encourage interest and use in the wider community. 

15 Option 2 is to take a more-enabling role informed by the Strategy, showing leadership through 
taking actions related to Council services and responsibilities and to further develop actions 
in the wider community behaviour through supporting the establishment of a community 
trust or similar entity or utilising an existing entity.  This is the preferred option.  

Consultation 

16 The First Timaru District Climate Change Strategy has been produced in consultation with 
hundreds of members of the community and stakeholders as well as ratified by an Advisory 
Group of 24 citizens who have helped guide the strategy process, establish principles and 
discussed the evidence gathered. 

Relevant Legislation and Plans 

17 Relevant legislation and plans are as follows: 

• Energy Efficiency and Conservation Act 2000 

• Climate Change Response Act 2002 and Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon) 
Amendment Act, 2019 sets a target of zero by 2050 on net greenhouse gas emissions, 
other than biogenic methane. 

• Decarbonising Transport Action Plan 2022-2025 (Dec 2022) 

• NZ’s First Emissions Reduction Plan (May 2022) 

• NZ’s First National Adaptation Plan - Adapt and Thrive: Building a climate-resilient New 
Zealand  (Aug 2022) 

• A low emissions future for Aotearoa (May 2021, Climate Commission advice to 
Government) 
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• & forthcoming, as part of RMA replacement: a Climate Adaptation Bill. 

Financial and Funding Implications 

18 There are no financial implications associated with receiving this strategy as no commitments 
have been made in implementation to date beyond use of an already set annual budget for 
climate change response. The budget will need to be re-examined in the next Long Term Plan 
process. 

Other Considerations 

19 There are Government targets set for reducing public sector carbon emissions.  There is a 
requirement for Council operations to begin reporting carbon emissions to Ministry for the 
Environment in 2024. Separate reporting by the Climate Change Advisor to this Committee is 
scheduled and it is not therefore a focus of this report. 

Attachments 

1. Draft Timaru District Climate Change Strategy    
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