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NOTICE OF APPEAL TO ENVIRONMENT COURT AGAINST DECISION ON 

PROPOSED PLAN  

(Schedule 1, Clause 14(1) of Resource Management Act 1991) 

 

To the Registrar 

 Environment Court 

 Christchurch 

 

1. Canterbury Regional Council (CRC) appeals against part of the 

decision of Timaru District Council (Decision) notified on 19 March 

2026 on the proposed Timaru District Plan (Proposed Plan) initially 

notified on 22 September 2022. 

2. CRC made submissions on the Natural Hazards Chapter of the 

Proposed Plan and in particular on Rule NH-R3, now called Rule NH-

R4 in the Decisions’ version.  The citations in the Decision that 

acknowledge those submissions are summarised as follows: 

Footnote numbers   Submission number cited  

90, 96, 97, 104, 109, 110, 

113, 114 

ECan [183.40] 

103 ECan [183.40], ECan [183.41] 

105 ECan [183.5], [183.76], [183.77], 

[183.85], [183.86], [183.90], 

[183.91] 

106, 108 ECan [183.27] 

94,111, 115, 116, 118, 

119,121 

ECan [183.128] 

 

3. CRC is not a trade competitor for the purposes of section 308D of the 

Act. 

4. CRC received notice of the Decision on 19 March 2026. 

5. The Decision was made by Timaru District Council. 

6. The part of the Decision that CRC is appealing against is Rule NH-

R4. 

7. This appeal seeks an additional qualifying provision to be included in 

Rule NH-R4.  The Decisions’ version of the Rule NH-R4 is attached 

marked Attachment 1. The purpose of the Appeal is to exclude the 

application of other more restrictive rules in other Chapters, to the 

activities CRC could otherwise carry out under Rule NH-R4.     

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/secondary-legislation/pco-drafted/2003/153/en/latest/DLM241261
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8. The reasons for the appeal are as follows: 

(a) The Proposed Plan does not enable the use of the permitted 

activity aspect of the rule as intended.  The rule in the Natural 

Hazards Chapter of the Proposed Plan as notified, was 

understood by CRC to be effective in providing for a permitted 

activity.  The activity being the natural hazard mitigation works 

in areas subject to the Flood Assessment Area Overlay and 

Coastal Environment Area Overlay.   

(b) These works include maintenance and upgrading of works 

carried out by CRC. 

(c) Under the Decisions’ version of the Proposed Plan, Rule NH-

R4 is more limited in its application than intended.  The 

Decisions’ version of the Proposed Plan clarifies that more 

stringent rules in other Chapters apply to the same activities as 

those controlled by Rule NH-R4.  This renders the permitted 

activity status under Rule NH-R4 nugatory.    

9. CRC seeks the following relief: 

(a) For the activities subject to rule NH-R4, to be specified as not 

also subject to rules in the following: 

• Chapters: Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity; 

Natural Character; Natural Features and Landscapes; 

and Sites and Areas of Significance to Māori, and  

• Part 3 – Area Specific Matters.   

This proposed addition to Rule NH-R4 is attached marked 

Attachment 2. 

10. The following documents are also attached to this notice marked 

respectively Attachment 3 and Attachment 4: 

(a) a copy of the CRC’s submissions; and  

(b) a list of names and addresses of persons to be served with a 

copy of this notice. 

Dated: 6 May 2026 

 

______________________ 

Lisa Jenkins  

Regional Planning Manager,  

Canterbury Regional Council  
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Address for service of Canterbury Regional Council: 

 200 Tuam St  

 Christchurch CBD 8140 

 PO Box 345 Christchurch  

 

Contact person: 

 Marie Dysart,  

 Senior Counsel  

 Canterbury Regional Council 

  

 Email: marie.dysart@ecan.govt.nz 

 Telephone: 027 564 2378 

mailto:marie.dysart@ecan.govt.nz


Attachment 1 

Decisions’ version NH-R4 

 

NH-R4 Natural hazard mitigation works including associated earthworks and incidental 
vegetation removal 

1 
Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 
 
Coastal 
Environment 
Area Overlay 
 
Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay 

Activity status: Permitted 
 
Where: 
 
PER-1 
The natural hazard mitigation works only 
involve the maintenance, reinstatement, 
or planting of vegetation; or 
 
PER-2 
The activity is undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Crown, CRC, or the 
Council and is limited to the 
maintenance, replacement or upgrading 
of existing Crown, Council or CRC 
natural hazard mitigation works, 
including those within the full footprint 
of river control schemes; or 
 
PER-3 
The activity is limited to the 
maintenance, replacement or upgrading 
of existing natural hazard mitigation 
works that: 
1. occur within 25m of the alignment 

or location vertically and 
horizontally of existing natural 
hazard mitigation works; and 

2. do not increase the footprint of 
existing natural hazard mitigation 
works by more than 25%; or 

 
PER-4 
The activity is undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Port of Timaru and is 
limited to the maintenance of existing 
natural hazard mitigation works within 
310m of PREC12 – Port Operational Area 
Precinct; or 
 
PER-5 
The activity is new natural hazard 
mitigation works undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Crown, the CRC or the 
Council and is required for preventative 
or remedial measures in response to 
active erosion or flooding, and is limited 

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved with PER-1, PER-2, PER-3 or 
PER-4: Restricted Discretionary 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. the likely eƯectiveness of the natural 

hazard mitigation works and the 
need for them; and 

2. the extent of any adverse social, 
cultural and environmental eƯects. 
Including from indigenous vegetation 
clearance, vegetation planting, and 
earthworks on any sensitive 
environments, including SNAs, 
natural character areas, riparian 
margins, SASM and within any ONF 
or ONL overlay; and 

3. any increased flood risk for people, 
property, infrastructure or public 
spaces, including from blockage of 
or disturbance to overland 
flowpaths; and 

4. the extent to which alternative 
locations and options for the natural 
hazard mitigation works have been 
considered and the merits of those; 
and 

5. any positive eƯects of the proposal 
on the community; and 

6. the matters set out in NH-P8 
 
Activity status when compliance not 
achieved with PER-5: Restricted 
Discretionary 
 
Where: 
 
RDIS-1 
Any new natural hazard mitigation works 
are undertaken by or on behalf of the 
Crown, CRC, or the Council. 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. those matters set out for non-

compliance with NH-R4.1 PER-1, 
PER-2, or PER-3 or PER-4 

 



to works that maintain or reinstate the 
pre-existing level of protection. 

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved with RDIS-1: Discretionary 
 

Coastal High 
Natural 
Character 
Area Overlay 
 
Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay 

Activity status: Restricted 
Discretionary 
 
Where: 
 
RDIS-1 
Any new natural hazard mitigation works 
are: 
a. established by or on behalf of the 
Crown, CRC, or the Council; or 
b. established by or on behalf of the Port 
of Timaru and are located within 310m 
po PREC12 – Port Operational Area 
Precinct. 
 
Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. those matters set out for non-

compliance with NH-R4.1, PER-1, 
PER-2, or PER-3 or PER-4. 

Activity status when compliance is not 
achieved: Discretionary 

 



Attachment 2 

Proposed addition to NH-R4 

NH-R4 Natural hazard mitigation works including associated earthworks and incidental 
vegetation removal 

The  rules in the following: 
• Chapters: Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity; Natural Character; 

Natural Features and Landscapes; and Sites and Areas of Significance to 
Māori, and 

• Part 3 – Area Specific Matters.
do not apply to activities covered under this rule)

1 
Flood 
Assessment 
Area Overlay 

Coastal 
Environment 
Area Overlay 

Sea Water 
Inundation 
Overlay 

Activity status: Permitted 

Where: 

PER-1 
The natural hazard mitigation works only 
involve the maintenance, reinstatement, 
or planting of vegetation; or 

PER-2 
The activity is undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Crown, CRC, or the 
Council and is limited to the 
maintenance, replacement or upgrading 
of existing Crown, Council or CRC 
natural hazard mitigation works, 
including those within the full footprint 
of river control schemes; or 

PER-3 
The activity is limited to the 
maintenance, replacement or upgrading 
of existing natural hazard mitigation 
works that: 
1. occur within 25m of the alignment

or location vertically and
horizontally of existing natural
hazard mitigation works; and

2. do not increase the footprint of
existing natural hazard mitigation
works by more than 25%; or

PER-4 
The activity is undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Port of Timaru and is 
limited to the maintenance of existing 
natural hazard mitigation works within 
310m of PREC12 – Port Operational Area 
Precinct; or 

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved with PER-1, PER-2, PER-3 or 
PER-4: Restricted Discretionary 

Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. the likely effectiveness of the natural

hazard mitigation works and the
need for them; and

2. the extent of any adverse social,
cultural and environmental effects.
Including from indigenous vegetation
clearance, vegetation planting, and
earthworks on any sensitive
environments, including SNAs,
natural character areas, riparian
margins, SASM and within any ONF
or ONL overlay; and

3. any increased flood risk for people,
property, infrastructure or public
spaces, including from blockage of
or disturbance to overland
flowpaths; and

4. the extent to which alternative
locations and options for the natural
hazard mitigation works have been
considered and the merits of those;
and

5. any positive effects of the proposal
on the community; and 

6. the matters set out in NH-P8

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved with PER-5: Restricted 
Discretionary 

Where: 

RDIS-1 



PER-5 
The activity is new natural hazard 
mitigation works undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Crown, the CRC or the 
Council and is required for preventative 
or remedial measures in response to 
active erosion or flooding, and is limited 
to works that maintain or reinstate the 
pre-existing level of protection. 

Any new natural hazard mitigation works 
are undertaken by or on behalf of the 
Crown, CRC, or the Council. 

Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. those matters set out for non-

compliance with NH-R4.1 PER-1,
PER-2, or PER-3 or PER-4

Activity status when compliance not 
achieved with RDIS-1: Discretionary 

Coastal High 
Natural 
Character 
Area Overlay 

Coastal 
Erosion 
Overlay 

Activity status: Restricted 
Discretionary 

Where: 

RDIS-1 
Any new natural hazard mitigation works 
are: 
a. established by or on behalf of the
Crown, CRC, or the Council; or
b. established by or on behalf of the Port
of Timaru and are located within 310m
po PREC12 – Port Operational Area
Precinct.

Matters of discretion are restricted to: 
1. those matters set out for non-

compliance with NH-R4.1, PER-1,
PER-2, or PER-3 or PER-4.

Activity status when compliance is not 
achieved: Discretionary 



Notice of Submission on Proposed Selwyn District Plan 

Resource Management Act 1991 - Form 5 

Name of Submitter:  Canterbury Regional Council (Environment Canterbury) 

Physical Address:   200 Tuam Street, Christchurch, 8011  

Address for service: Canterbury Regional Council 
PO Box 345  
Christchurch 8140  

Contact Person: Deidre Francis 

Email:  deidre.francis@ecan.govt.nz 

Telephone:    

This is a submission on the Proposed Timaru District Plan 

Environment Canterbury thanks the Timaru District Council (the Council) for the opportunity 
to provide a formal submission on the Proposed Timaru District Plan. We wish to acknowledge 
the extensive work that has been undertaken by the Council in preparing the Proposed District 
Plan, including the early engagement with Environment Canterbury at each stage of 
development.  

Environment Canterbury’s primary interest is in ensuring that the District Plan gives effect to 
the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement. Without derogating from this general submission, 
we have attached general points on specific provisions within the District Plan. Environment 
Canterbury is very supportive of the District Plan review process that the Council has 
undertaken, and the proposed provisions are generally consistent with the regional planning 
framework. In acknowledgement of this the Environment Canterbury submission contains 
many submission points in full support of a number of proposed provisions.  

Our submission also contains submission points that seek amendments to the proposed 
provisions. The submission points generally support the intent of the proposed provisions but 
are seeking amendments to better align with the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement and 
Canterbury regional planning framework.  

These submission points have been included as a table in Appendix A to indicate the relevant 
provisions submitted on, the relief sought, and our reasons for seeking amendments. The 
order of the table follows the same structure of the Proposed Plan. Appendix A has also been 
included as an attached excel version (Attachment 1), as requested by your planning officers. 

Where amendments have been sought, we have used underlined text to indicate 
recommended additions to the provisions and strikethrough to indicate recommendations for 
the removal of the proposed text.  

Thank you again for this opportunity to provide a submission. For any clarification on the 
submission points contained within Appendix A, please contact Deidre Francis 
(deidre.francis@ecan.govt.nz) and she will be happy to assist the Hearing Officers.  

027 274 3948

Attachment 3



 

 
  
We could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission. 
 
We wish to retain the opportunity speak in support of our submission.  
  
If others make a similar submission, we will consider presenting a joint case with them 
at a hearing. 
  

  
 Jeff Smith 
Team Leader 
Strategy and Planning 
(Authorised under delegated authority from the Canterbury Regional Council)  
Date: 15/12/2022 

 





























































 

 

Attachment 4 

Persons to be served 

Name  Contact details  

Alliance Group Limited  Mitchell Daysh Limited (Attention: Doyle Richardson) 

PO Box 489 

Dunedin 9054 

 

doyle.richardson@mitchelldaysh.co.nz 

Dairy Holdings Limited Chapman Tripp (Attention: Ben Williams and Kirsty Jacomb) 

PO Box 2510 

Christchurch 8140 

 

ben.williams@chapmantripp.com 

rachel.robilliard@chapmanntripp.com 

 

Federated Farmers of New Zealand James Sutherland 

23 Butler Street 

Timaru 7910 

 

j.sutherland@fedfarm.org.nz 

ajohnston@fedfarm.org.nz 

ELinscott@fedfarm.org.nz 

 

Kāinga Ora Mel Rountree 

PO Box 74598 

Greenlane 

Auckland 1546 

 

developmentplanning@kaingaora.govt.nz 

 

Opuha Water Limited Gresson Dorman & Co (Attention: Georgina Hamilton) 

PO Box 244 

Timaru 7940 

 

Georgina@gressons.co.nz 

Julia@opuha.co.nz 

 

Primeport Timaru Limited  Novo Group Limited (Attention: Kim Seaton) 

PO Box 365 

Christchurch 8140 

kim@novogroup.co.nz 

 

Rangitata Dairies Limited Partnership Justin O’Brien 

mailto:doyle.richardson@mitchelldaysh.co.nz
mailto:ben.williams@chapmantripp.com
mailto:rachel.robilliard@chapmanntripp.com
mailto:j.sutherland@fedfarm.org.nz
mailto:ajohnston@fedfarm.org.nz
mailto:ELinscott@fedfarm.org.nz
mailto:developmentplanning@kaingaora.govt.nz
mailto:Georgina@gressons.co.nz
mailto:Julia@opuha.co.nz
mailto:kim@novogroup.co.nz


 

 

 

907 Arundel Rangitata Road 

RD 22 

Geraldine 7992 

 

justin@wilfarm.co.nz 

 

Silver Fern Farms Limited Mitchell Daysh Limited (Attention: Steve Tuck) 

PO Box 489 

Dunedin 9054 

 

steve.tuck@mitchelldaysh.co.nz 

South Rangitata Reserve Incorporated Matthew Hall 

11A Carters Terrace 

Tinwald 

Ashburton 7700 

 

mchadhall@xtra.co.nz 

 

Timaru District Council Aaron Hakkaart 

2 King George Place 

Timaru 7910 

 

pdp@timdc.govt.nz 

aaron.hakkaart@timdc.govt.nz 

 

Timaru District Holdings Limited Novo Group Limited (Attention: Kim Seaton) 

PO Box 365 

Christchurch 8140 

kim@novogroup.co.nz 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency Attention: Stuart Pearson 

PO Box 1479 

Christchurch 8011 

Stuart.Pearson@nzta.govt.nz 

 

mailto:justin@wilfarm.co.nz
mailto:steve.tuck@mitchelldaysh.co.nz
mailto:mchadhall@xtra.co.nz
mailto:pdp@timdc.govt.nz
mailto:aaron.hakkaart@timdc.govt.nz
mailto:kim@novogroup.co.nz
mailto:Stuart.Pearson@nzta.govt.nz



