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ORARI-OPIHI-PAREORA WATER ZONE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that an Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Water Zone 

Management Committee meeting will be held on Monday 3 July 2017 at 2.30pm, 

at Sopheze on the Bay, Timaru. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Members: 

John Talbot (Chairman), David Anderson, Kylee Galbraith, John Henry, Mandy Home, 
Ivon Hurst, Richard Lyon, Hamish McFarlane, Anne Munro, James Pearse, Lan Pham, 
Ad Sintenie and Mark Webb  
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ORARI-TEMUKA-OPIHI-PAREORA WATER ZONE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

3 JULY 2017 
 
 

1   Apologies 

2   Register of Interest 

3   Community Forum 

4  1 Confirmation of Minutes 

5   Facilitator Update 

6   Zone Team Update 

7   Plan Change 5 presentation 

8  7 LandCare Trust report 

9   

Presentations 
The Zone Committee has invited a number of interested 
parties to present.  

 Adaptive Management Group 

 Opuha Water Limited 

 Geraldine Water Solutions  

 Fish and Game 

 Forest and Bird 
Papers may be available prior to the meeting. 

10   Discussion and Questions 

11  
 

Close 
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ORARI-TEMUKA-OPIHI-PAREORA WATER ZONE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF 3 JULY 2017 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 4 
 
 

Prepared by  Joanne Brownie  
  Secretary 
 
 
Confirmation of Minutes – Committee Meeting 12 June 2017 

___________________________   
 
 

Minutes of the June Committee meeting. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 12 June 2017, be confirmed 
as a true and correct record. 
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ORARI-TEMUKA-OPIHI-PAREORA ZONE WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
MINUTES OF AN ORARI-TEMUKA-OPIHI-PAREORA ZONE WATER 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
TIMARU DISTRICT COUNCIL, 2 KING GEORGE PLACE, TIMARU, ON MONDAY  
12 JUNE 2017 AT 1PM 
 
PRESENT John Talbot (Chairperson), Kylee Galbraith, Ivon Hurst, Clr 

Richard Lyon, Hamish McFarlane, Clr Anne Munro, James 
Pearse, Clr Lan Pham, Ad Sintenie and Mark Webb   

 
APOLOGIES Mandy Home and Clr David Anderson 
 
IN ATTENDANCE Nic Newman (Facilitator), Dan Clark (Senior Hydrology 

Scientist and Technical Lead), Raymond Ford (Principal 
Planner), Michael Hide (Zone Implementation Team 
Manager), Peter Constantine (Principal Planning Officer) Lyn 
Carmichael (Senior Planner and Community Lead), Shirley 
Hayward (Senior Water Quality Scientist), Julia Forsyth 
(ECan Principal Planner), Barbara Nicholas (ECan), Kate 
Doran (ECan), Peter Ramsden (Tangata Whenua facilitator), 
Karl Russell (Arowhenua), Sue Eddington (Waihao), Tony 
McCormick, Julia Crossman, Milne Horne and Nicky Hyslop 
(Opuha Water Ltd), John Benn (Department of 
Conservation), Janet Gregory (NZ Landcare Trust), Rhys 
Taylor (Community Engagement Coordinator), Lloyd 
McMillan (Temuka Community Board), Prue Thirkettle 
(National Council of Women), Jan Finlayson, Peter Shutt, 
Tom Henderson and Frank Scarf 

 
 

1 REGISTER OF INTERESTS 
There were no additional interests advised. 
 

2 COMMUNITY FORUM 
Adele Coombes - Orari River Protection Group 
Adele Coombes spoke to her letter (which had been previously circulated) and 
the images she presented at the meeting, in regard to continued concern at the 
damage to the north side of the Orari Gorge, as a result of the construction of two 
tracks.  The issue has been previously investigated by the Committee and it is 
acknowledged that the damage that has occurred is greater than that predicted 
when consent was granted for the second track. 
 
Mike Hide advised that subsequent discussions with the land owner and visits to 
the site by ECan staff, have resulted in agreement by the landowner to remove 
any fencing debris that falls into the river.  Replanting of the sides of the track 
would be constrained by Health and Safety concerns, as the terrain is so steep, 
although there are early indications that regeneration is starting. 
 
The Chairman noted that the Committee’s ability to take action is limited but input 
into district and regional planning changes is necessary to guard against such 
incidents in the future. 
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3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – COMMITTEE MEETING 1 MAY 2017 
 
  Proposed  Hamish McFarlane 
  Seconded Anne Munro 
 

“That the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 1 May 2017 be confirmed as 
a true and correct record.” 

 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
4 CORRESPONDENCE 

The Committee received and noted the following correspondence which had 
been sent - 

 letter from the OTOP Committee to Environment Canterbury regarding the 
Healthy Catchments Project Timeline 

 letter from the OTOP Committee to Central South Island Fish and Game 
Council regarding river flow regimes 

 letter from the OTOP Committee to Royal Forest and Bird Protection 
Society regarding hill country development and riverbed management. 

 
5 FACILITATOR UPDATE 

The new OTOP Facilitator Barb Gilchrist introduced herself to the Committee.  
Barb will replace Nic Newman who was temporarily seconded to the role. 

 
6 ZONE TEAM UPDATE 

A brief update was provided – 

 A mail out has been distributed on Good Management Practice focussed 
on the possibility of needing land use consent 

 Promotion of good practice for winter management is about to start 

 Work continues with the drinking water supply zones  

 The Ashwick Flat group wants more data on trends.  Initial discussion has 
started on hotspots for nitrates concentration. 

 Compliance work continues including work around fishscreens, piggeries, 
stock access, Rangitata elevated groundwater levels. 

 
7 PROCESS FOR THE HEALTHY CATCHMENTS ‘SOLUTIONS PHASE’ 

The Committee considered a report by Raymond Ford and Lex Foster Bohm 
setting out the programme for the Solutions Phase of the Healthy Catchments 
Project and the approach for engaging with the community during this period. 
 
7.1 Proposed  Mark Webb 
 Seconded Anne Munro 
 
“That the Committee agrees with the proposed solution phase work programme 
as presented, with an alternative date to be found for the suggested 26 June 
date.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
  



3 July 2017  Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora Zone 
#1079778 4 Management Committee 

7.2 Proposed  Lan Pham 
 Seconded Hamish McFarlane 
 
“That the Zone Committee: 

1. Agrees to the proposed approach to community engagement during the 
solutions seeking phase and how the information will be communicated as 
set out in the agenda. 

2. Notes that there will be the need for additional engagement in the 
Opihi/Temuka catchments on flows. 

3. Notes initial options for how to engage on the Draft ZIPA in October (to be 
decided in August).” 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
7.3 Proposed  Hamish McFarlane 

Seconded Clr Richard Lyon 
 

“That catchment group members present feedback to the Zone Committee.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

8 SALTWATER CREEK 
Rhys Taylor gave a brief update on the Saltwater Creek Working Group which 
has held 2 meetings that were well attended.  The group has discussed water 
depth, silt, water quality and weed control.  Two more meetings are planned and 
the group is on target to make recommendations to OTOP in August.   
 

9 WAITARAKAO 
The Facilitator informed the Committee of progress being made with the 
Washdyke Lagoon work – new water level recorders are being installed, the 
construction of a wetland is being investigated between the industrial area and 
the lagoon, and broad options for the future of the Seadown drain are being 
looked at.  There is potential for a walking and cycling track around the lagoon, 
which could possibly be constructed at the time of the wetland establishment.  
This is a long term project but action needs to start now. 
 
The group is looking to bring recommendations to OTOP in August. 
 

10 REGIONAL RECREATION AND AMENITY OPPORTUNITIES – PRIORITY 
RECREATION AND AMENITY RESTORATION SITES 
The Committee considered a report by Dann Olykan and Anita Fulton requesting 
a list of up to 5 priority recreation or amenity restoration sites of outstanding 
cultural or natural importance in the zone, that need protection/enhancement for 
the future.  The Facilitator clarified that this is a Regional Committee project and 
separate to OTOP’s work.   
 
The Committee suggested a number of areas but noted they would not want to 
see this as a ‘band aid’ gesture when there are so many areas needing 
protection.  The iwi representative explained that to Maori, the precious areas 
encompass from the top of a river to the bottom, and he does not support 
identifying a few nominal target areas.  The Chairman agreed to convey this 
sentiment to the Reginal Committee. 
 
The Committee agreed on the following priority areas for inclusion in the Regional 
Committee project –  
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Evans Crossing (at huts) 
Orari Gorge 
Washdyke Lagoon 
Saleyards Bridge (Pleasant Point) swimming hole 
Te Moana Gorge 
Waihi Gorge and Waihi River 
Opihi Lagoon 
Te Ngawai River 
Saltwater Creek. 
 
It was suggested that further information be obtained from the Regional 
Committee as to what is intended with this project, then OTOP can finalise 
(shorten) its list. 
 
 Proposed  Lan Pham 
 Seconded Ivon Hurst 
 
“That the full list be forwarded to the Regional Committee noting it was compiled 
from OTOP’s initial consideration of the request but seeking further direction in 
order that OTOP can reprioritise and refine its list.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

11 PROTECTING TUHITUHI NEHERA ROCK ART SITES ACROSS SOUTH 
CANTERBURY 
The Committee considered a report by Mandy Home and Sue Eddington on the 
need to factor in the protection of rock art sites in South Canterbury when OTOP 
develops its Solutions Package.  Further to the report, Amanda Symon, Maori 
Rock Art Curator, gave a presentation on the rock art sites in South Canterbury, 
explaining the historical significance of the rock art and the damage that can be 
caused to the art by hydrological and land use changes.  The direct (irrigation) 
and indirect (new drainage, groundwater abstraction) impacts on the rock art 
were outlined. 
 
The limestone on which the rock art is located is porous and vulnerable to 
seepage causing fractures, salt blooms and flaking off the surface for example.  It 
is vital that there is an adequate framework for the management of rock art to 
ensure it is retained and further degradation does not occur. 
 
 Proposed  Mark Webb 
 Seconded Lan Pham 
 
“That during the development of the Zone Implementation Plan and the sub-
chapter for inclusion in the Regional Land and Water Plan, provisions be added 
to the plans to identify and manage potential effects on tuhituhi neherā sites from 
the taking, use, damming or diversion of water; the discharge of contaminants; or 
land uses which affect water quality; and measures be incorporated in the 
relevant District Plans as well as making any non-statutory provisions that are 
necessary.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

12 IMMEDIATE STEPS BIODIVERSITY DECISIONS 2017/18 
The Committee considered projects applying for biodiversity funding from the 
Immediate Steps programme. 
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 Proposed  Hamish McFarlane 
 Seconded Kylee Galbraith 
 
“That the Zone Committee formally approves the following Immediate Steps 
Projects that were agreed upon at the 22 May workshop, as follows: 
 

Project Description  IMS funding 

Awarua Wetland 
Year 4 

Further planting and weed control $5,000 

Station Stream 
Weed Control  

Weed control to protect indigenous 
forest 

$11,600 

Black Birch QEII 
Covenant 
Protection  

Stock proofing 60ha QEII covenant for 
indigenous forest 

 $22,400 

Pig Hunting Creek 
Wetland 
Restoration  

Improve hydrology to restore 
regionally significant wetland.  

$18,900 

Upper Rangitata 
Predator Control  

Ongoing landscape scale predator 
control to increase populations of 
Wrybill and Black fronted terns 

$13,333 each year 
until end of 
2020/2021 financial 
year 

Upper Rangitata 
Cotoneaster 
Control  

Control two populations of 
cotoneaster at Bush Stream and 
Harper Lodge 

$8,690 

Taniwha Gully 
Restoration  

Wetland restoration planting $10,000 

Opihi Limestone 
Gullies 

Weed control and limestone gully 
restoration  

$10,000 

 Total $99,923 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

13 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
The Committee was informed of a meeting held in Pleasant Point involving 
farmers, OTOP representatives and guest speakers, to investigate the effects on 
different farming types of going beyond Good Management Practice.  The next 
meeting will be held on 11 July which will review the outcomes of different 
modelling. 
 

14 THANKS TO FACILITATOR 
The Chairman thanked Nic Newman for stepping in as facilitator for the past few 
months, taking over the work of the Committee unexpectedly during a busy 
phase in the work of the Committee.  The Committee has enjoyed working with 
him during this time. 
 

The meeting concluded at 3.10pm with a karakia from Karl Russell. 
 
_______________________  
Chairperson 
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ORARI-TEMUKA-OPIHI-PAREORA ZONE WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

FOR THE MEETING OF 3 JULY 2017 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 8 
 
 
Prepared by  Barbara Gilchrist  
 Facilitator 
 

_______________________________ 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this paper is to present the final report on the OTOP catchment group 
project. 
 
Background 
Janet Gregory, Canterbury Regional Coordinator for NZ Landcare Trust will present a 
final report on the work of the OTOP catchment group project. Below are her 
observations to the committee regarding next steps, and the link to download the flyers 
produced by the catchment groups. 
 
“The 8 catchment groups formed as part of the project managed by the NZ Landcare 
Trust are keen to continue with support from their facilitators and ECan. The support 
from the facilitators has been crucial and I thank them and their organisations for 
supporting them in this work. Their knowledge and understanding of farming systems, 
rural communities and local networks, is instrumental in the success of the catchment 
groups.  My thanks to Julia Crossman (Opuha Water), Nicki Pridham (Rabobank), 
Martin O’Connor (Ravensdown), Angela Darke (Balance AgriNutrients), Caleb 
Strowger (Dairy NZ), and Rhys Taylor (ECan). 
  
Catchment Group members also understand that the next 6 months is a critical time for 
input into and development of the Healthy Catchments Project and welcome the 
opportunity to provide information to the Zone Committee. Through the range of 
activities members now have a better understanding of the range of issues and 
different perspectives reflecting the wider community that needs to be considered in the 
development of the plan to improve water quality and water quantity in the future and 
remain economically sustainable.  
 
The catchment groups and facilitators are also keen to continue working with the sector 
groups on combined field days and resources to share information and examples of 
Good Management Practice as this reduces duplication and provides shared learnings 
and discussion.”  
  
Link to flyers: 

http://www.landcare.org.nz/News-Features/News/Catchment-Group-Perspectives 

A final report will be tabled at the meeting. 
 
 

Recommendation 
 
That the Zone Committee receives a final report from NZ Landcare Trust 
regarding the OTOP catchment group project. 
  

http://www.landcare.org.nz/News-Features/News/Catchment-Group-Perspectives
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