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Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Commun ity Development Committee 

will be held in the Council Chamber, District Counc il Building, 2 King George 

Place, Timaru on Tuesday, 27 November 2012, at 9.30 am. 

 

 

 
 
Committee Members: 
 
Clrs Odey (Chairman), Kennedy (Deputy Chairman), Coughlan, Earnshaw, Fraser, 
Lyon, Mulvey, Taylor, Tierney and the Mayor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MEMBERS’ INTERESTS) ACT 1968 

Committee members are reminded that if you have a pecuniary interest in any item on 

the agenda, then you must declare this interest and refrain from discussing or voting on 

this item, and are advised to withdraw from the meeting table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Nixon 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

27 NOVEMBER 2012 

AGENDA 
 

Item 
No 

Page 
No 

 

1   Apologies 

2   Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

3   Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

4   Chairman’s Report 

5  1 Confirmation of Minutes 

6  7 Correspondence Received 

7  16 Funds Available 

8  17 Funding Applications Considered under Delegated Aut hority 

9  18 Funding Applications to be Considered 

Interview: 9.40am, Pareora Public Hall Society 

10  20 Timaru District Libraries 22 nd Annual Report 

Interview: 9.50am, District Librarian 

11  39 Aoraki Development Business Tourism Quarterly Repor t 

Interview: 10.00am, ADBT Chief Executive 

12  51 Century Pool Proposed Redevelopment 

Interview: 10.10am, Ken Grave and David Fridd 

13  86 NZ Petroleum & Minerals – Proposed Block Offer 2013  

14   Future of SBS Fitness Studio (circulated separately ) 

15   Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

16   Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

17  92 Exclusion of the Public 

1  93 Confirmation of Minutes 

2   Future of SBS Fitness Studio (circulated separa tely) 

3  95 Readmittance of the Public 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 5 
 
 
Prepared by Sharon Matson 
 Group Manager Community Services 
 
 
Confirmation of Minutes (File G3/1/1) 
 

_______________________________ 

 
Minutes of Community Development Committee. 

 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of a meeting of the Community Deve lopment Committee held 
on 16 October 2012, excluding the public excluded i tems, be confirmed as a true 
and correct record. 
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TIMARU DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DISTRICT COUNCIL BUILD ING, KING 
GEORGE PLACE, TIMARU ON TUESDAY 16 OCTOBER 2012 AT 9.30AM 
 
PRESENT Clrs Odey (Chairman), Kennedy, Earnshaw, Fraser, 

Lyon, Mulvey, Taylor and the Mayor 
 
APOLOGIES Clrs Coughlan and Tierney 

 Neville Gould – Pleasant Point Community Board (for 
in attendance) 

 
IN ATTENDANCE  Rosie Morten and Kerry Stevens – Geraldine 

Community Board 
 Paddy O’Reilly – Temuka Community Board 

 Chief Executive (PH Nixon), Group Manager 
Community Services (S Matson), Art Gallery Director 
(F Ciaran)(for item 3), Group Manager Corporate 
Services (T Rogers) and Council Secretary  
(JM Brownie) 

 
1 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The Chairman reported on various duties he had carried out and meetings he 
had attended since the last Committee meeting including: 

Meeting with the Chief Executive, meeting with ADBT Chief Executive, meeting 
with ADBT Chairman, meeting with Aorangi Park Association, attending Annual 
Tourism Industry Association Summit, PrimePort Timaru Ltd AGM, meeting with 
ECan and Washdyke business owners’ group, approving a minimal grant and 
participating in the charity boxing match. 
 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Proposed Clr Kennedy 
Seconded the Mayor 

 
“That the minutes of the Community Development Committee meeting held on  
4 September 2012, with the exclusion of the public excluded section, be 
confirmed as a true and correct record.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

3 AIGANTIGHE ART GALLERY OPENING HOURS  (File A2/2) 
The Committee considered a report by the Art Gallery Director on the feasibility of 
the art gallery opening on Mondays.  Lengthy discussion took place on the 
possibility of increasing the opening hours of the gallery, the associated increase 
in costs and being able to work around the complexities of the gallery installation 
work.  It was pointed out that Mondays may not necessarily be the best day for 
an extension of hours as most visitors and families are looking for activities at the 
weekends, rather than on a week day. 
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Option 2 (extend weekend hours) and Option 3 (opening the House on 
occasional Mondays for specific tours) were favoured, but the issue would need 
to be considered as part of the budget round due to budget implications.  In the 
meantime, it was suggested that consideration be given to increasing the hours 
within the current budget through operational changes such as redistributing staff 
time, reviewing hours when visitor numbers are lowest, and installing works from 
the permanent collection in the entrance to allow access to the house gallery 
when exhibitions are being installed in the main gallery.   
 
The Chief Executive pointed out that as the opening hours of the facility are 
delegated to the Group Manager Community Services, the operational 
arrangements being referred to can be left in her hands to work towards the best 
outcome, taking into account the views expressed by the Committee. 

 
Proposed Clr Odey 
Seconded Clr Earnshaw 

 
“That a report be requested on the possible extension of the opening hours at the 
art gallery to allow extension of weekend hours and specific Monday opening for 
organised tours, the report to include the budgetary implications of these options 
and changes that can be made to extend the hours through operational 
rearrangements.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

4 CAROLINE BAY POSSIBLE ROLLER SKATING ROAD TRACK (File P3/8/3) 
The Committee considered a report by the Parks and Recreation Manager 
advising that the application from the South Canterbury Roller Skating Club for 
establishing a road track at Caroline Bay has been withdrawn in the meantime. 
 

Proposed Clr Kennedy 
Seconded Clr Fraser 

 
“That the report be received and noted.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
5 CENTURY POOL FACILITY (File S5/1) 

The Committee considered a report by the Group Manager Corporate Services 
updating the Committee on the progress on options for the future use of the 
Century Pool facility.  The meeting was advised that it is hoped that more detailed 
information will be available in two weeks. 

 
Proposed Clr Kennedy 
Seconded Clr Mulvey 

 
a) “That this report be received and noted. 
 
b) That the Committee considers the proposal from South Canterbury 

Gymsports when full financial information is available.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
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6 AORAKI DEVELOPMENT AND PROMOTION LIMITED (File E3/11) 

The Committee considered a report by the Group Manager Corporate Services 
on a proposal from ADBT to enable the previous trusts to be wound up. 
 

Proposed   the Mayor 
Seconded  Clr Earnshaw 

 
a) “That this report be received and noted. 
 
b) That the Committee approves the proposal and agrees to subscribe to the 

additional 900 shares in Aoraki Development and Promotions Limited to be 
funded from the proceeds from the winding up of the Aoraki Development 
Trust and Timaru District Promotions Trust.” 

 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

7 TIMARU DISTRICT HERITAGE FUND TRUST ANNUAL REPORT  (File C5/34) 
The Committee received the annual report on the Timaru District Heritage Fund 
Trust, from the Council representative. 

 
Proposed Clr Kennedy 
Seconded Clr Lyon 

 
“That the report on the Timaru District Heritage Fund Trust, be received and 
noted.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
8 RECEIPT OF COMMUNITY AWARDS SELECTION PANEL MINUT ES  

(File C3/19/3) 
The Committee noted the minutes of a meeting of the Community Awards 
Selection Panel held on 14 June 2012, excluding the public excluded items. 
 

Proposed Clr Kennedy 
Seconded the Mayor 

 
“That the minutes of a meeting of the Community Awards Selection Panel held on 
14 June 2012, excluding the public excluded items, be received.” 

 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
9 SBS FITNESS STUDIO – CUSTOMER ENQUIRY (File P9/1) 

 
a Proposed Clr Earnshaw 

 Seconded Clr Kennedy 
 
“That the SBS Fitness Studio customer enquiry correspondence be considered in 
open meeting.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
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The Committee considered a report by the Group Manager Community Services 
advising of actions taken in response to concerns raised by a member of the 
public regarding the future of the SBS Fitness Studio. 
 
b Proposed Clr Kennedy 
 Seconded Clr Earnshaw 

 
“That the letter is received and noted.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

10 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
 
 Proposed Clr Odey 
 Seconded  the Mayor 
 

“That the Committee resolves to exclude the public on the grounds contained in 
Section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act: 

 
Confirmation of Minutes: 
• Receipt of Youth Initiatives 

Subcommittee Minutes 
• Youth Initiatives 

Subcommittee 
recommendation – 
Compilation of Youth 
Initiatives Subcommittee 

 

Section 7(2)(a) 
The withholding of the information is 
necessary to protect the privacy of 
natural persons, including that of 
deceased natural persons. 

Confirmation of Minutes: 
• Provision of Youth Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Receipt of Community Awards 
Selection Panel Minutes 
 
 
 
 
SBS Fitness Studio 
 
 

Section 7(2)(i) 
The withholding of the information is 
necessary to enable the Council to 
carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations 
(including commercial and industrial 
negotiations). 
 
Section 7(2)(a) 
The withholding of the information is 
necessary to protect the privacy of 
natural persons, including that of 
deceased natural persons. 
 
Section 7(2)(i) 
The withholding of the information is 
necessary to enable the Council to 
carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations 
(including commercial and industrial 
negotiations).” 

 
MOTION CARRIED 
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11 READMITTANCE OF THE PUBLIC 
 

Proposed Clr Odey 
Seconded the Mayor 

 
“That the public be readmitted to the meeting.” 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

12 NZ POLICE – UPDATE 
Area Controller Inspector Dave Gaskin and Sergeant Grant Lord spoke to the 
Committee on policing issues in the District, advising of the new Prevention First 
policy for policing which applies across the country and the Alcohol Harm 
Reduction programme in our district. 
 
Prevention First takes a preventative approach with a focus on deployment of 
resources to beat (not meet) demand (e.g. police presence in hotels/bars late at 
night), understanding the drivers of crime (family violence, youth), road policing 
(increased enforcement), organised crime and drugs, and alcohol (harm 
reduction programme). 
 
Sergeant Lord explained the Alcohol Harm Reduction programme which 
concentrates on licensed premises, working closely with Crown Public Health and 
the District Licensing Agency and having a strong focus on education – talking to 
front door staff, working with managers, and talking to patrons of sports clubs for 
example.  Managers are being educated on recognising and targeting intoxicated 
people, communicating between premises and taking ownership of the issues.  
Controlled purchase operations are being undertaken and a one way door policy 
is being investigated where the premises are closed to incoming patrons from a 
certain time. 
 
The Council was congratulated for changing the closing times for licensed 
premises from 5.00am to 3.00am – this has resulted in a reduction in crime. 
 
In regard to the future CBD upgrade, the police would like to see high powered 
lighting in alleyways leading to Stafford Street, and continuation of the security 
cameras which are an effective crime reduction tool.  The liquor ban bylaw is very 
successful and the area this covers is sufficient, temporary liquor bans can be 
used in other areas as necessary. 
 
Central government’s reduction in police staff has been implemented in the 
region with no change to the service to the public. 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 11.35am. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________  
Chairman 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 6 
 
 

Prepared by Jenny Ensor 
 Customer Services Manager 
 
 
Correspondence Received (File G3/1) 

_______________________________ 

 
Citizens Advice Bureau South Canterbury Inc. 
Thank you for $7,000 annual donation towards 2012/13 rent. 
 
Community Trust Mid & South Canterbury 
Thank you for $10,000 annual donation to Community House Trust Inc towards 
2012/13 running costs to keep rentals for non-profit tenants at lowest possible level. 
 
South Canterbury Car Club 
Thank you for $10,000 grant towards stage 5 of track resurfacing at Timaru 
International Raceway. 
 
South Island Masters Games 
Thank you for $5,000 grant towards facility hire for 2012 Masters Games. 
 
Timaru Budget Advisory Trust 
Thank you for $8,000 annual donation towards 2012/13 rent. 
 
Timaru Yacht & Power Boat Club Inc. 
Thank you for the Sport and Recreation loan offer of $31,740 towards purchase of 10 
fibreglass Optimist dinghies.  Loan declined as sponsorship now found for all dinghies. 
 

Recommendation 

That the correspondence be received and noted. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 7 
 
 

Prepared by Jenny Ensor 
 Customer Services Manager 
 
 
Funds Available (File G3/1) 

_______________________________ 
 
 
Funds Available as at 12 November 2012 
 
A Grants 
 Balance 1 July 2012 $142.40 
 Interest $0.00 
 2012/2013 Council Contribution $29,900.00 
 
 Less Allocated 
 Rowallan Scouts (minimal grant annual tug of war) $200.00 
 St Peters Anglican Church (minimal grant Jax Hamilton  
   cooking demonstration evening) $200.00 
 Timaru Retail Assn (minimal grant ‘Timaru on Show’ day) $200.00 
 SC Internation Festival – 3rd International Festival $5,000.00 
 InHarmony Choir – Christmas on the Bay $800.00 
  $6,400.00 
 General Grant Funds Available   $23,642.40 
 
 
B Community Development Interest Fund 
 (Substantial Grants) 
 2012/2013 Allocation $30,000.00 
 
 Community Development Interest Funds Available   $30,000.00 
 
 
C Community Development Loan Fund 
 Balance $239,341.00 
 
 Community Development Loan Funds Available  $239,341.00 
 
 
D Sport & Recreation Loan Funds 
 Balance $705,699.15 
 
 Sport & Recreation Loan Funds Available   $705,699.15 
 

Recommendation 

That the information be received. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 8 
 
 
Prepared by Jenny Ensor 
 Customer Services Manager 
 
 
Funding Applications Considered Under Delegated Aut hority (File G3/1) 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 
The following grant/s has/have been approved under delegated authority: 
 
$200.00 – St Peter’s Anglican Church Temuka 
Towards costs to host Jax Hamilton Cooking Demonstration public event at Alpine 
Energy Stadium Temuka, 23 November 2012. 
 
$200.00 – Timaru Retail Association 
Towards Timaru on Show Day, to showcase what the district has to offer including 
Geraldine Arts and Plants Festival, CBay etc, 16 November 2012. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the information be received and noted. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 9 
 
 
Prepared by Jenny Ensor 

Customer Service Manager 
 
 
Funding Applications to be Considered (File G3/1) 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
To present applications for Council funding to the Committee for consideration and 
decisions. 
 
Background 
Attached are new applications. 
 
Options 
The Committee may: 
• approve an application; 
• decline an application; 
• defer an application and request further information; or 
• if the request exceeds the Committee’s available funding a recommendation may 

be made to the Policy and Development Committee which has the responsibility 
for coordinating a recommendation to Council; 

• recommend an ongoing grant to the budget process. 
 
Identification of relevant legislation, Council pol icy and plans 
Grants and Loans Policies. 
 
Assessment of Significance 
This matter is not deemed significant under the Council’s Significance Policy. 
 
Consultation 
An applicant may be interviewed in support of an application. 
 
Other Considerations 
There are no other considerations relevant to this matter. 
 
Funding Implications 
There are no additional funding implications to those detailed in the 2012/13 Budget. 
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Conclusion 
Applications for Consideration 
 

App. 
Page 
No. 

App.  
No. 

Applicant Cost 
$ 

Amount 
Requested 

$ 

Purpose of Grant Staff Comments 

1 1 South Canterbury 
Bike Wise Group 

4,920.00 $1,820.00 Towards costs to promote and 
deliver three BikeWise events 
during February 2013: 
• 17 February: Ride to the 

Farmers Market 
• 13 February: Go By Bike Day 
• 24 February: Kids Can Do It 

Tryathlon 

Previous Council Funding: 
 
2011: $3,183 to stage 5 events for 

February 2012 BikeWise 
month. 

12 2 Pareora Public 
Hall 

$2,700.00 $2,700.00 Towards purchase of chairs to 
replace old broken chairs at 
Hall. 

Interview:  9.40am 
 
Detailed hall usage and fees 
requested. 

 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the applications be considered. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 10 
 
 
Prepared by Michelle Miles 
 Libraries Manager 
 
 
Timaru District Library 22 nd Annual Report  (File L3/1) 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
To consider the twenty second annual report from of the Timaru District Library. 
 
Background 
The Community Development Committee has previously decided that it wished to 
receive an annual report from the Aigantighe Art Gallery, the South Canterbury 
Museum, and the Timaru District Library and to have an opportunity to discuss the 
report with the Unit Manager. 
 
Identification of Relevant Legislation, Council Pol icy and Plans 
The Local Government Act 2002. 
 
Conclusion 
As the report is for the information of Councillors and there appear to be no particular 
governance issues raised, it can merely be received and noted. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the twenty second annual report of the Timaru District Library be received 
and noted. 
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TIMARU DISTRICT LIBRARIES 
 

 
TWENTY-SECOND  
ANNUAL REPORT 
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TIMARU DISTRICT LIBRARIES 

 
22ND ANNUAL REPORT 

2011/2012 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
927,622 items were borrowed from Timaru District Libraries during the 2011/2012 year 
and 157,657 enquiries answered, including nearly 20,000 Service Centre enquiries. 
 
An average of 11,163 people per week visited the libraries, with visits totalling 580,491.   
 
People borrowed books, magazines, DVDs, Blu-ray discs, audio books, playstation 
games, CD-ROMs, jigsaws and music from our libraries at Timaru, Temuka and 
Geraldine.  Nearly 600 items were borrowed from other libraries around New Zealand 
on behalf of members. 
 
People utilised 95,785 APNK computer and WiFi sessions, as well as making high use 
of other in-house facilities and resources such as reading, research, newspapers, 
historical collections, study places, photocopying, faxing and scanning.  
 
Staff have focused on enriching collections and programmes while working on 
continuously improving the quality of services offered.  In addition two substantial new 
services were launched this year.  PressDisplay was launched in November providing 
users online or in-library access to more than 1700 newspapers from 92 countries, and 
the lending of eBooks was launched in May. 
 
STATISTICS  
 
Issues 
 
The libraries issued 927,622 items this year, 7.8% lower than the previous year but for 
the first time this included eBooks, with 1307 issued until the end of June. 
 
 2011/2012 2010/2011 
Timaru 696,929 775,075 
Temuka 115,969 118,398 
Geraldine 103,129 103,088 
Online (incl eBooks) 11,595 9,835 
Total District Wide 927,622 1,006,396 

 
Temuka Library Service Centre had it’s busiest month on record in August 2011 issuing 
11,193 items. 
 
Other libraries who have moved to the Kotui library management system have 
experienced a substantial increase in the use of the databases they provide.  It is 
expected that Timaru will experience similar increases in the use of these digital 
resources in the 2012-2013 year after the adoption of Kotui. 
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Foot Traffic 
 
Visitor numbers are down this year on last but at a similar level to the 2009/2010 year 
and the 3-year average.  Last year’s high foot traffic was due to the large volume of 
Christchurch people visiting the library service centres in the months following the 
Canterbury earthquake. 
 
Visits Per Year 
 2011/2012 2010/2011 
Timaru 386,787 413,963 
Temuka 121,029 126,283 
Geraldine 72,675 73,298 
Total District Wide 580,491 613,544 

 
Average Visits Per Week 
 2011/2012 2010/2011 
Timaru 7,438 7,961 
Temuka 2,327 2,428 
Geraldine 1,398 1,410 
Total District Wide 11,163 11,799 

 
Enquiries   
 
Temuka had 6683 library, 13,606 service centre and 9,479 information centre enquiries 
while Geraldine enquiries were made up of 8241 library and 5589 service centre 
enquiries.  The district-wide total of 157,657 is an average of 3032 enquiries answered 
per week in addition to the issuing and return of library items. 
 
 2011/2012 2010/2011 
Timaru  114,059 92,192 
Temuka 29,768 30,702 
Geraldine  13,830 13,179 
Total District Wide 157,657 136,073 

 
APNK and WiFi Sessions 
 
APNK (The Aotearoa People’s Network Kaharoa) and the libraries provide 16 
computers with broadband internet for free public use.  In addition they provide a free 
wireless hotspot at each library to allow the public internet access using their own 
devices. 
 
Use of these facilities continues to grow.  Online communication with many 
organisations and government departments is now expected or encouraged for many 
tasks like job applications and payments.  Access to the internet via APNK computers 
is therefore becoming more and more important, and often essential, for many people.   
 
 2011/2012 2010/2011 
Timaru  66,787 61,172 
Temuka  14,332 12,498 
Geraldine  14,666 12,882 
Total District Wide 95,785 86,552 
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Membership 
 
Total membership was 29,431 at 30 June 2012.  This is a conservative measure of 
usage as many families share a membership rather than having a card for each family 
member.  
 
 
ADULT AND GENERAL SERVICES 
 
A wide range of displays, activities and events aim to enrich the library experience for 
users and to promote the collections and resources, as well as to educate and 
entertain.  Events and services are actively promoted and a high profile in the local 
media is maintained through advertising of special events, promotion of resources for 
specific purposes, and frequent special interest stories.  Regular blog postings and 
event promotion via the Libraries’ web pages and FaceBook help promote the library in 
the online environment.  Promotion ensures all members of the community, both library 
users and current non-users, are aware of the libraries’ wealth of resources and 
services.  
 
 
eBook Lending Launched 
 
eBooks for loan were launched in May to an enthusiastic response.  Borrowers are 
able to select and download a range of eBooks titles to read on eReaders and other 
devices.  
 
In addition to 24-hour availability people have the convenience of borrowing from home 
which makes this library service immediately accessible and is of particular advantage 
to those who live further away from the libraries. 
 
Font sizes are able to be changed to suit the vision of the reader and many books can 
be carried on the one small device.  
 
There are some limits on the books available because of restrictions placed by 
publishers but the choice is continuing to grow. 
 
Information and staff assistance on getting started with eBooks is provided along with 
ongoing assistance if a borrower has difficulties with a title or their eReader at any time. 
 
Exploring eBook workshops held in all libraries during May and June proved popular 
with attendees.  
 
 
PressDisplay 
 
PressDisplay was launched online and at Timaru Library in November 2011 and later 
at Temuka and Geraldine libraries.  PressDisplay provides 24/7 access to the content 
of more than 1700 newspapers from 92 countries.  Instantly available when each issue 
is published, the newspapers are exact replicas of their print versions including birth 
and death notices, job vacancies, crosswords and all editorial and advertising.  Any 
part of the newspaper or an article can be printed, emailed or saved to the user’s 
computer.  This has been a very popular service with 4426 sessions used, and 6465 
issues read up to 30 June 2012. 
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Bequest Collections 
 
The libraries have been the ongoing beneficiaries of two bequests from the estates of 
Mr W.E. MacKay and Miss M. Dowling.  The MacKay Bequest was gifted for the 
purchase of books relating to art and the Dowling Bequest has a focus on books 
relating to Christian life, beliefs and practices. 
 
Since the receipt of these bequests there has been a focused appraisal of these 
collections to provide the basis for selection and purchase of new stock from the 
respective bequest funds.  A significant number of new art books have been acquired. 
The Christianity section of the religious collection has also been refreshed and 
expanded. 
 
A display of a varied selection of recently acquired art books was held in the Timaru 
Library, including accompanying background information about the MacKay Bequest 
and MacKay’s involvement in and support of, the arts in the local community.  This was 
well received by library users who have been very appreciative of the wide range of 
new books added to the art collection. 
 
The generosity of these bequests has enabled a structured approach to manage the 
application and use of these funds over a number of years, enabling a progressive 
enrichment of these collections for the benefit and enjoyment of library users 
throughout the district. 
 
 
The International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award 
 
This year, as part of a new initiative, the Timaru District Libraries have become 
involved with the prestigious International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award.  The long list 
of 147 nominated novels, announced in November 2011, formed the basis for the 
establishment of a new collection of international contemporary fiction. 
 
Since its inception in 1996, the award has been presented annually for a novel written 
or translated into English.  Nominations are submitted by eligible libraries in major cities 
from 45 countries.  Judging is undertaken by a panel of international authors.  At 
100,000 Euros, this is currently the richest literary prize available of its type.  The 
award is the initiative of the Dublin City Council and the municipal government of 
Dublin, in partnership with IMPAC, an international management productivity company. 
The objective of the award is the promotion of excellence in world literature. 
 
Communications with the organisers, to enquire about supporting resources to promote 
the collection, led to an invitation to become a nominating library for the 2013 award. 
All Timaru District Libraries staff were invited to submit titles for consideration.  A small 
team then selected three titles for nomination.  These books will be considered by the 
judging panel for possible inclusion in the 2013 long-list of nominees, due for release in 
November 2012. 
 
This foundation collection of international contemporary and literary fiction has proven 
very popular with library users.  It continues to be well supported, with ongoing positive 
comments about the provision of this collection within the libraries. 
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Contemporary & Literary Fiction Collection 
 
The core collection of popular fiction offered by the Timaru District Libraries has been 
enriched with an increase in the provision of contemporary and literary fiction. 
 
Two initial collections were established – one based on the International IMPAC Dublin 
Literary Award nominees, and the other an eclectic mix of lists of ‘the best books of 
2011’.  The latter encompassed a wide cross-section of contemporary and modern 
literary fiction writing styles and audiences.  A range of new titles have also been 
added to the collection during the year. 
 
These collections provide and highlight books that are considered some of the best 
examples of their type in the wider context of contemporary fiction writing and modern 
literature.  This approach has proven popular with library users, based both on the 
feedback given to library staff and the continuing high usage of these collections. 
 
Dedicated display stands of titles have been allocated to promote and enable easy 
access to these collections.  These complement the existing browsing collections of 
best-sellers and general-market genre fiction. The breadth and depth of the fiction 
available to library users has been enhanced by the inclusion of these collections into 
the overall fiction stock. 
 
 
Services to Housebound People and Retirement Facili ties 
People who are unable to come to the libraries for health reasons are delivered bags of 
books and other library materials.  The bags, which are delivered by volunteers, 
contain a range of items selected for each individual borrower’s interests and needs, 
for example, fiction, non fiction or magazines and in different formats like normal print, 
large print or audio book.   
 
105 people currently receive this service.  Volunteers who deliver the bags and staff 
receive regular appreciative comments about the service and the particular titles 
provided. 
 
Loans of larger collections are also made to Glenwood Home and Mountainview 
Village for the enjoyment of their residents. 
 
 
Local Authors  
 
Our region is home to many notable authors who have published an exciting range of 
books in the last year.  These include acclaimed award winners like Owen Marshall 
and Ken Catran, short story writers and anthology editors such as Karalyn Joyce, local 
historian Keith Bartholomew, popular fiction writer Leigh Marsden, and creators of 
iconic children’s book characters Little Kiwi, Bob Darroch, and Maungati Mouse,  
Jan Hill.  Timaru District Libraries was privileged to host many of these authors during 
the year, enriching our programmes and inspiring all with their fascinating glimpses of 
the research that underpins their work, the writing experience and publishing journey. 
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Rich offerings during New Zealand Book Month in March included one of  
New Zealand’s leading fiction writers, Timaru’s Owen Marshall .  He spoke about his 
historical novel, The Larnachs, and the fascinating background to this story of the life of 
William Larnach, prominent Dunedin businessman and politician of the late 19th 
century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Catran of Waimate, who has published many award-winning books for children 
and teens, spoke to children’s book group the Xtreme Readers and interested adults 
about his two books published in 2012 – When Empire Calls deals with the effects on a 
small rural community in the early days of the Boer War when two brothers go to join 
the Empire’s effort, and Earth Dragon, Fire Hare  follows the parallel lives of a young 
Chinese Malayan and a New Zealand soldier in the years leading up to and during the 
little-known and long-forgotten Malayan Emergency, when Britain and her Allies 
attempted to rid Malaya of Communism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geraldine author Leigh Marsden  has had great success with her recent books Scarlet 
and Crush – relationship dramas with an erotic twist.  She spoke at Timaru Library in 
March about her writing style and the difficulties of being a recognised author in  
New Zealand.  Her experiences working as a stewardess on a superyacht in the 
Mediterranean led to her first self-published 2011 book, Beauty. 
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Local historian Keith Bartholomew , hosted by the Friends of the Library, spoke at 
Timaru Library about the fascinating research and challenges associated with 
producing his comprehensive new revision of the 1975 edition of The Streets of 
Timaru. His new book is illustrated with more than 250 images and documents the 
history of 448 streets, nearly double the 248 entries in the first issue.  His stories about 
the many and varied origins of the street names, and the process of tracking down the 
information, proved very interesting. 
 
In November Timaru Library hosted the launch of Love, lies and laughter, a new work 
by Timaru author Noel Guthrie.  This work of fiction, with stories inspired by 
recollections of his childhood days, was a change in writing style for Noel who is better 
known for his art sketch books of the South Canterbury area.  
 
Popular local children’s author Jan Hill  launched her new book Maungati Mouse and 
the EQ Rescue in November.  In this latest adventure, Maungati Mouse is back helping 
his friends after the 6.3 magnitude earthquake in Christchurch.  Timaru Library hosted 
the launch in November and Jan also presented the book to a large enthusiastic 
audience at Geraldine Library.  
 
Ragwort and Thistles is an anthology of poetry and prose celebrating women on the 
land.  It is the work of 48 writers, including several from South Canterbury, and was 
conceived and published by the South Canterbury provincial branch of Rural Women 
New Zealand.  Readings by local authors featuring in the anthology were held at 
Timaru and Geraldine Libraries. 
 
 
Authors from further afield 
 
Visiting authors are always a welcome addition to the Libraries’ programme, and in 
association with Paper Plus, Allyson Gofton  presented an evening of fun and laughter 
to celebrate her latest culinary offering – Country Calendar Cookbook.  This included a 
recipe demonstration, some fun out-takes from the project, and a chance to ask any 
pressing cooking questions.  The hugely entertaining evening was enjoyed by a large 
crowd. 
 
Following his very successful presentations to children at each library in January, 
international storyteller and author Andy Wright a.k.a. The Shah of Blah  presented an 
evening of stories for adults Tall tales and true at Timaru Library.  Andy’s entertaining 
stories ranged from the macabre to reminiscences of early library experiences in 
Hawkes Bay.  Proceeds from this evening session were donated to the Friends of the 
Library. 
 
In May, John Parsloe , former Master Mariner and Antarctic specialist, gave a 
fascinating presentation at Geraldine Library on the author of Swallows and Amazons 
Arthur Ransome: “Children’s novelist – rumoured British Spy”. 
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Displays  
 
The libraries mount book displays to add interest and colour and to highlight the range 
of books and other items on different topics as well as to entice potential borrowers 
with the exciting range of items for all interests.   
 
Staff have attended display workshops this year and a range of new props and staging 
have been purchased, resulting in lively and eye-catching displays.  This has led to 
new levels in the quality and creativity of displays, adding new impact and dynamism to 
the library experience, and also giving staff an outlet to highlight particular areas of the 
book stock and other materials.  Examples are: 
 
Timaru Adult Library 
 
� ANZAC Day 
� If you like reading James Patterson you 

might like… 
� Titanic – Anniversary of the sinking 
� Embroidery 
� The Diamond Jubilee of Queen 

Elizabeth II 
� Read The Book, Watch The DVD 
� Best Books of 2011 
� Austen Deans 
 

� Rugby World Cup 
� World Breastfeeding Day 
� Anne McCaffrey 
� 2012 – New Year, New You 
� Summer – Picnics, Barbies, 

Drinks, Fun, Fresh, Entertaining 
� Stories of survival and resilience 
� IMPAC Dublin Literary Award 
� The Streets of Timaru 
� McKay Bequest Art Books 
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Geraldine Library Service Centre 
 
• Maori Language Week  
• Arts and Plants  
• Christmas Books 
• Summer 
• Bike Month 
• Book Art 
• Arthur Ransome  
• Renewable Energy  
 

• ANZAC Remembrance 
• Matariki 
• TDC – ‘Have Your Say”  
• Teddy Bears 
• Conservation Week display 

by the Department of 
Conservation 

• The Creative Fibre and 
Knitting Group & Woodbury 
School 

 
 
 
Temuka Library, Service & Information Centre 
 
• Temuka Lions Club “Peace 

Poster” Display 
• Rugby World Cup 
• Maori Language Week  
• Conservation Week  
• Hot Reads for Cool Nights 
• Gardening 
• Summer Cookery 
 

• NZ Book Month  
• Asthma Awareness  
• QEII Diamond Jubilee 

Celebrations 
• Winter Sports 
• Holiday Destinations 
• DVDs 
• Water Safety 
• Bikewise  
 

 
 
Local organisations hold displays in the libraries to promote their interests.  These 
displays add further richness to the libraries and attract a lot of attention from library 
users.  The libraries complement the displays with books and other materials on the 
topics.   Examples this year were: 
 
• Timaru Embroiderers Guild held a working display with members carrying out 

embroidery in the library 
• First Exposure Photographic Exhibition by students studying the Aoraki 

Polytechnic Certificate in Digital Photography 
• Community College South Canterbury Art Display 
 
 
 
Timaru Library Foyer 
 
Community Groups use the high profile position in Timaru Library foyer to promote 
services or to raise awareness of activities, with more than 7400 people, on average, 
passing the displays each week.  
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Examples of organisations holding displays were:   
 

• SPELD South Canterbury 
• Sea 2 Sea Challenge 
• Multiple Sclerosis Society(South 

Canterbury Branch)  
• Stroke Awareness Week 
• Tear Fund  
• Diabetes NZ South Canterbury 
• Bluestone School  
• Aoraki Embroiderers Guild 
• Alzheimer’s Society  
• Volunteering Mid-South Canterbury 

 

• Altrusa International Timaru 
• Timaru Lions MRI Scanner Appeal 
• Citizens Advice Bureau 
• Sport South Canterbury 
• Friends of the Royal New Zealand 

Ballet 
• South Canterbury Drama League – 

Junior Section 
• AFS 
• Presbyterian Support  (South 

Canterbury) 
 

 
 
Other  
 
• Library Book Clubs 

The Libraries have two book discussion groups – 3BZ’s at Timaru Library and the 
Temuka Book Discussion Group at Temuka Library.  The groups, supported by 
library staff, meet monthly and read and discuss a wide range of titles, both fiction 
and nonfiction. 
 

 
 

 
 

• National Poetry Day 
 
Timaru Libraries celebrated National Poetry Day by holding a poetry-writing workshop 
at Timaru Library in June.  Led by Pleasant Point writer and poet Karalyn Joyce, this 
was a popular event attracting a wide range of poets from novices to those who have 
previously entered poetry competitions.  The workshop covered basic elements of 
poetry writing, such as getting started and choosing themes and was very well received. 
Many workshop participants were inspired to enter the Libraries’ Poetry Writing 
Competition. 
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YOUTH SERVICES 
 
 
A wide range of high quality resources in multiple formats are available to teens and 
children throughout the district, and are accessible from the libraries or remotely from 
home or school, or anywhere in between.  The focus is supporting their information, 
cultural and recreational needs.  Youth programmes aim to encourage enjoyment of 
reading, promote use of the libraries as recreational community spaces, and to 
facilitate lifelong learning and literacy skills.  Visiting authors and performers offer 
cultural opportunities and enrich library experiences.  Participation in nationwide events 
and celebrations offer the opportunity to promote library resources and programmes 
and raise the libraries’ profiles in their communities. 
 
 
TeenZones 
 
Teen resources include a range of contemporary popular 
and classic fiction, magazines, DVDs, Study Guides and 
non-fiction.  These are complemented by web resources 
including a range of teen ebooks, multiple databases 
useful for research or study, links to high interest 
websites, and the teen blog.  Posters promoting books 
and teen events were displayed in the libraries’ 
TeenZones, and at Timaru displays were mounted to 
promote New Zealand Book Month, “Books that don’t 
bite” – good fiction that is not about vampires or the 
undead, and Hunger Games – popular dystopian fiction. 
In January Temuka Library rearranged their teen area 
and added a creative new “Teen Zone” sign.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School and Preschool Visits 
 
Many schools are visiting the library in conjunction with visits to SC Museum, with 
classes swapping from one venue to the other.  In some cases their library visits 
complement their Museum studies, in others they are looking for a relaxing, 
recreational visit.  All visits aim to familiarise children with the collections and resources 
available, and every chance is taken to impart important literacy skills – search tips and 
tricks, accessing online databases, blogs and good websites, and how to find and 
reserve books from school or home anytime. 
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• Barton Rural School – best books, tips for searching using catalogue 
• Beaconsfield School – ANZAC, war resources, how libraries work, library 

etiquette 
• Cannington School – a day in the life of a librarian 
• Glenavy School – emigration, early settlers, TeenZone 
• Gleniti – careers 
• Grantlea Downs (multiple visits) – library familiarisation and stories, NZ authors 
• Makikihi School – library tour, stories 
• Netherby School – library familiarisation, browsing 
• Pleasant Point Primary School – resources on dinosaurs 
• Waimate Main School  – introduction to children’s library, hot reads 
• Pleasant Point Pippins – introduction to children’s library 
• St Andrews Playgroup – simple introduction to library, stories 
• Timaru Kids preschool – stories 
 
Temuka Library received an influx of class visits for orientation tours which were so 
successful that St Josephs School continued their visits twice weekly this year. 
 
 
School Holiday Programmes 
 
Themed holiday programmes were offered throughout the district during each school 
holidays. These engage youth and provide rich learning and literacy opportunities as 
well as encouraging children and families to become familiar with the library as a 
source of information and a welcoming community space.  
 
• July   

If it weren’t for your gumboots celebrated winter at the libraries with gumboots 
and slippers, competitions, crafts and scavenger hunts.  

 
• October   

Reading with Champions (RWC) coincided with Rugby World Cup fever, and 
the sporting theme included competitions, coming to the libraries dressed in 
favourite sport supporters’ gear, and face painting. 

 

  
 
• December-January 

There was an air of mystery about the libraries over the summer as the Eye spy 
holiday competitions called on detective skills to crack codes and discover hidden 
messages in the libraries.  A highlight was international storyteller The Shah of 
Blah who performed in each library with his highly energetic interactive shows. 
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• April-May 

Bear essentials attracted large numbers of teddies and their happy owners to 
the libraries for the Teddy Bears’ Picnic, one of the popular activities.  A record 
226 entries were received for the ‘Name the bear’ competition.  

 
 
Displays  
National celebrations, book awards, and promotion of library events, collections and 
genres provided the basis for the many lively displays in the children’s areas. 

• Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori – Maori 
language week 

• National Poetry Day 
• Graphics 
• Lego 
• SC Home Educators’ Art display 
• Crafty 
• Lost property 
• ANZAC books 
• Ursula Moray Williams & writing 
• Samoan Language Week 
• Matariki 

• DVDs 
• Winter Reading Challenge  
• Christmas 
• Origami / Eniwa sister city 
• Maurice Sendak 
• School Holiday Programmes  
• BikeWise Month 
• Ballet 
• NZ Book Month 
• SeaWeek 2012 
• Rugby  

 

 

 
 

 
Other activities and Services 
 
• Hot Reads for Cool Nights Winter Reading Challenge 

The annual children’s winter reading challenge ran from the beginning of June to 
the end of August.  The challenge required participants to read widely and 
rewarded them for returning reading logs and recommending books. 

 
• Ursula Moray Williams Centenary creative writing co mpetition 

To coincide with centenary celebrations in the UK a special creative writing 
competition was held.  The competition was judged by Williams’ biographer  
Colin Davison in the UK.  Prizes were donated by the Friends of the Library and 
the South Canterbury Aoraki Reading Association.  A background story plus the 
winning and runner-up stories were published in the Timaru Herald. 
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• Duffy Books in Homes Public Library project 

This nationwide trial programme was held in 2011 to promote public libraries to 
children in low decile schools and aimed to encourage library use and remove 
barriers to ongoing participation.  Four schools in the district participated and 84 
children enrolled through the programme.  Approximately half of these children 
completed rewards cards and received free books.  

 
 
• Storytime 

Pre-literacy based weekly storytime sessions for preschoolers were held at 
Timaru, with regular attendances of around 25 preschool children and their 
caregivers.  Interspersed with stories, the children enjoyed music and movement 
– chants, action songs, balloons, bubbles and stick games.  At Temuka Library 
Pre-school Storytime ran fortnightly during school terms. It has proved popular 
and numbers attending grew during the year. 

 
 
• Xtreme Readers 

Monthly programmes were provided to enrich and extend high-level readers in 
the two children’s readers’ groups. As well as looking at new offerings and events 
from the children’s book world, programmes included 
o Books to film 
o Literary quiz 
o Award-winning author Ken Catran 
o Best poetry 
o Books online , blogs and author websites 
o Literary treasure hunt 
o Best and worst of the year 
o Pop-up books and paper engineering 
o Speed reading 
o Halloween 

 
 
• Any Questions 

The Any Questions national online homework reference service continued to 
thrive with usage at the end of the third quarter up 47% from 2011.  Children’s 
library staff maintained a weekly roster as operators as well as contributing to Any 
Questions’ sister site, Many Answers.  Site Co-ordinator Sue Maxwell joined 
monthly conference calls and trained in Many Answers editing. Lynley Simmons 
and Linda Bennie undertook operator training in preparation for joining the team 
in 2013.  The National Co-ordinator and National Coach visited Timaru for training 
in March.  Sue Maxwell won sponsorship from Any Questions to attend the 
LIANZA conference in December 2011. 
 
 

• South Canterbury Aoraki Reading Association 
Youth Services Librarian Sue Maxwell attended committee meetings and  
co-organised the SCARA Kids’ Book Quiz in 2011.  School team entries were up 
on 2011 and it was very successful, providing a chance to promote the Library 
and celebrate children who are representing their schools in reading. 
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• Sister City Eniwa City Library  

Yasuko Obayashi from Eniwa Public Library, currently seconded to Sydney, 
visited Timaru in December.  She presented Kamishibai, Japanese traditional 
storytelling at Storytime, and led a popular Origami workshop in the Children’s 
Library.  She also visited Temuka and Geraldine libraries.  Picture books were 
exchanged with the Eniwa Library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Events and Celebrations  
 
 
• Children’s Day at the Bay 

The annual Children’s Day was celebrated with a children’s library promotion at 
the event.  A reading nook was set up with books to browse while staff talked to 
parents and children about the libraries’ resources and services. 
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• Angelina Ballerina Storytime  

The Royal New Zealand Ballet production based on children’s book character 
Angelina Ballerina came to Timaru in May and dance educator Hannah Kaye 
visited each of the libraries to show the children ballet steps and Angelina’s tutu. 
Large audiences of budding young ballerinas loved the visit.  An enthusiastic 
crowd of about 80 children and their caregivers from Temuka’s Rhona and Rata 
Kindergartens attended the Temuka Library presentation.  The huge success of 
this first nationwide educational promotion in libraries indicates that more such 
events will be likely in future.  
 

• Cat in the Hat 
Cat in the Hat (Steina McKirdy) and Sue Maxwell visited Ranui Kindergarten and 
Pleasant Point PreSchool and read stories and talked about the library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Bikewise month 

A display and quiz highlighted bike safety and resources about bikes for Bikewise 
Month. 

 
• Sea Week 2012 

In association with Ecan, a SeaWeek display was mounted, and competitions and 
chalk drawing in the Timaru Children’s Library courtyard were held. 

 
 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
 
The Friends of The Library had a strong programme this year which included: 
 
• Favourite Travel Book and Destinations 
 

During the meeting attendees travelled to Amboise and Paris, France; Kansas 
and New York, USA and within New Zealand to Karitane, Tauranga Bay and 
Fiordland.  Members referred to books like Things My Mother Never Told Me and 
Kansas Curiosities, and to authors like Paul Theroux, Dervla Murphy and  
Anne Mustoe.  Shared photos and brochures enlivened presentations.  It was an 
exciting winter’s afternoon. 
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• Christmas recipes 

 
Attendees shared family favourites from personal recipe books and from  
well-known chefs and authors like Alison Holst, Delia Smith and local celebrity 
Doris Kay.  Many stories behind recipes were shared, a common theme being 
family favourites handed down from one generation to the next.  Delicacies made 
from some of the featured recipes provided a delicious and nostalgic afternoon 
tea. 

 
 
• Library Resources Tour  

 
Members visited Timaru Library for a behind the scenes tour.  They received hints 
and tips on searching the library catalogue, exploring electronic resources 
including Ancestry.com, and were introduced to the various collections.  In the 
library workroom, staff explained the housebound service and showed what is 
involved preparing books and other items for borrowing.  They toured the 
basement to look at the historical materials, including the back-copies of the 
Timaru Herald which date from the early 20th century. 

 
 
• Keith Bartholomew 

 
Keith Bartholomew, the author of the new edition of The Streets of Timaru was 
the guest speaker for the Friends of the Library AGM on 28 March.  As detailed 
previously in this report Keith gave a fascinating account of his work researching 
and updating The Streets of Timaru. 
 
 

• Ursula Moray Williams Creative Writing competition 
 
The Friends supported the Ursula Moray Williams Centenary Creative Writing 
competition, detailed previously in this report, donating $100 towards prizes.  
Their support is much appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Miles 
Libraries Manager 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 11 
 
 

Prepared by Peter Nixon 
 Chief Executive 
 
 
Aoraki Development Business and Tourism Quarterly R eport (File E3/11) 
 

_______________________________ 

 
Purpose of Report 
To present the Aoraki Development Business and Tourism quarterly report for the 
period July to September 2012, (attached). 
 
Background 
With the merging of the Aoraki Development Trust and Central South Island Tourism, a 
formal quarterly combined report including a financial update was requested. 
 
Identification of Relevant Legislation, Council Pol icies and Plans 
The Council’s Community Plan (LTCCP). 
 
Assessment of Significance 
The matter is not deemed significant under the Council’s Significance Policy. 
 
Consultation 
Wendy Smith, General Manager of Aoraki Development Business and Tourism, will be 
present to speak to the report. 
 
Other Considerations 
There are no other considerations. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Aoraki Development Business and Tourism qu arterly report, be received 
and noted. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 12 
 
 
Prepared by Matt Ambler 

Property Manager 
 
 
Century Pool – Proposed Redevelopment (File S5 /1) 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
The purpose of the report is to advise the Committee of the most recent redevelopment 
proposal submitted to Council by South Canterbury Gymsports (SCG), and seek its 
direction for progressing the pool’s future.  
 
Background 
The Century pool, on Craigie Avenue, closed as a swimming pool following the 
completion and opening of the new CBay Aquatic Centre facility.  As the closing date 
for Century neared, expressions of interest for the future use of the building were called 
by public advertisement.  South Canterbury Gymsports (SCG) submitted their proposal 
8 June 2012.  SCG was the only party that submitted a proposal. 
 
The 8 June proposal is attached (Appendix A).  The original Business Plan financials 
have been superseded, as originally there was an expectation that Council would be 
funding the facility free of charge. 
 
The essence of the SCG 8 June proposal is for them to take a lease of the building, 
install a floor over the main swimming pool once the pool space is adapted to take the 
floor, and run the facility through a steering committee, which would form a Trust. 
 
The Trust would be responsible for rates, insurance, internal maintenance and their 
own costs (including lighting and heating). 
 
Their proposal has the support of Sport Canterbury and Gymsport New Zealand. 
 
The intention is for the Trust to be responsible for the promotion of the usage of the 
facility by a wide range of sporting activities and clubs. 
 
Council would own the building and be responsible for structural maintenance. 
 
Following the closure of the pool in late July, a period of due diligence was necessary, 
to assess the physical structure of the building, and any repairs that might be required.  
There is work required to the roof gutters and spouting, but is mostly of a minor nature. 
There are existing maintenance budgets in place. 
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The applicant was asked to provide further details on costs for the conversion of the 
pool, to enable the installation of the specialized wooden floor that would need to be 
put in place for their envisaged activities and user groups.  
 
Council also investigated the feasibility of how the pool could be filled, in consultation 
with a local structural engineer. 
 
Additional information was also sought on the intended user groups, to evaluate the 
extent of public use of the facility once it is converted. 
 
The steering committee has provided further information on the cost to convert the 
pool, in a summary proposal, which is also attached to this report (Appendix B). 
 
Key issues to consider are: 
1. The cost to convert the pool, and the suggestion by the steering committee that it 

is Council’s responsibility. 
2. The extent of future public use of the facility. 
3. The extent to which Council should be committed both financially and as part of 

ensuring that the facility is being run as intended. 
4. Any other options for the facility. 
 
The cost and variety of methods for filling the pool range from filling the pool with 
shingle or similar compaction type material, to building in foundation piles, and are in 
the $80,000 - $100,000 range.  This figure has been consistent with other discussions.  
The view expressed in the steering committee’s submission is that should be Council’s 
cost. 
 
The steering committee proposal describes a wide range of possible user groups, but 
this has not been substantiated. 
 
Options 
With consideration to the key issues listed above, the options for achieving the 
objective are as follows: 
1. Do nothing, and effectively ‘mothball’ the building. 
2. The applicant accepts the building ‘as is’. 
3. Consider a proposal for funding part or all of the cost of covering the pool. 
4. Council investigates the user group market itself, and considers if any other 

option would be available. 
5. Demolish the building to create a clear site, with the pool filled in during the 

demolition. 
 
• The building is surplus to requirements.  However, it is on a Local Purpose 

reserve and zoned Recreation 2, so options for its use are limited to essentially 
recreational activities. 

• The building is sound, and could remain as it is, with periodic low-level 
maintenance undertaken to preserve the building elements. 

• Demolition is considered a last option in the event of no justifiable use being 
established. T he cost of such is higher than the cost of filling the pool.  

 
In terms of the present and future well being of the district, the building would ideally be 
recycled and converted for a new and wider use. 
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Identification of Relevant Legislation, Council Pol icy and Plans 
Recreation and Sporting Organisations Charges policy, which states that the rent for 
this facility would be $100.00 per annum, and that the tenant would meet all holding 
costs. 
 
Assessment of Significance 
This matter is not deemed significant under the Council’s Significance Policy. 
 
Consultation 
Information requests have been passing between the parties since their initial business 
plan was submitted. 
 
It is the view of the applicant that the filling of the pool is a Council’s responsibility. 
 
Council has reviewed the feasibility of conversion with a local structural engineer, and 
reviewed such, as well as conducting its due diligence on the building costs with 
contractors. 
 
Other Considerations 
There are no other considerations relevant to this matter. 
 
Funding Implications 
There is no approved funding for the pool beyond the standard budgets for minor 
building maintenance, rates and insurance.  Should the lease be entered into with 
SCG, the rates and insurance would be reimbursed by Council. 
 
The proposed cost for converting the pool is a significant sum, and is not budgeted for. 
 
A possible funding source would be an internal loan repaid via rates over a 5 year 
period. 
 
Conclusion 
The building is sound as it is, but will require ongoing maintenance such as internal and 
external painting of some elements to preserve its structural integrity. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. That the committee consider the proposal from So uth Canterbury 

Gymsports, and that if the committee wishes, recomm end to the Policy and 
Development committee that the proposal be accepted  and funded from an 
internal loan, repaid from rates over a 5 year peri od. 
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Appendix A
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 13 
 
 

Prepared by  Peter Nixon  
 Chief Executive  
 
 
NZ Petroleum & Minerals – Proposed Block Offer 2013  
 

_______________________________ 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
The Government, through NZ Petroleum & Minerals a branch of The Ministry of 
Business, Innovation and Employment, has opened up the exploration permits to a 
competitive tender process.  The Council has been given the opportunity to comment 
on the specific blocks being offered. 
 
Background  
The letter from NZ Petroleum and Minerals attached sets out the process and the maps 
show that south island blocks being tendered are all off-shore and from Waimate 
District south.  Territorial Local Authority boundaries are the mean high tide but 
Regional Councils’ jurisdiction extends to 12 nautical miles off shore. Almost all the 
blocks are beyond the 12 mile line. 

Submissions close on 30 January 2013, and announcements re confirmed block 
allocations by the end of April. 

The Council had to register an interest by 23 November if it wished to meet with 
officials but as the Blocks are off-shore, south of and outside the District, and the only 
implications would be on-shore economic development opportunities particularly 
through the port this was not done.  However if there is a desire to meet with officials I 
am sure that could still be arranged.  

Options  
The Council could decide not to make a submission or to make a submission perhaps 
asking that all blocks allocated be outside the 12 mile zone. 
 
Identification of Relevant Legislation, Council Pol icy and Plans  
The Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012. 
 
Assessment of Significance  
This matter is not deemed significant under the Council’s Significance Policy.  
 
Consultation  
There was a presentation prior to the recent Zone 5/6 meeting which was attended by 
the Mayor, Cr Mulvey and the Chief Executive.  
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Other Considerations  
Nil. 
 
Funding Implications   
Nil. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the information be received. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

FOR THE MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 

Report for Agenda Item No 17 
 
 
Prepared by Sharon Matson 

Group Manager Community Services 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
That the Committee resolves to exclude the public on the grounds contained in Section 
48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act: 
 
Confirmation of Minutes: 
• SBS Fitness Studio Administration 
 
Future of SBS Fitness Studio 
 

 Section 7(2)(i) 
The withholding of the information 
is necessary to enable the Council 
to carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations 
(including commercial and 
industrial negotiations). 

 
 
 


