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TIMARU DISTRICT SIGNIFICANT NATURAL AREAS SURVEY

PROPERTY REPORT

PROPERTY DETAILS:

OwWher: .....oooeriviee Ilelen Caesar

Valuation Reference: ... 24660/229.05

Address: ... Ribbonwood Rise, RD 21, Geraldine

Location:............c...cooen. O the erest ol the Geraldine Downs, between Pye and
Ribhonwood roads, west of Talbot Forest Scenic Reserve

Feological District:........ Geraldine Ecological District

TDC Land Type:............. Sofl Rock Hills and Nowns

Tand Environment: ... N3 (downlands of South Canterbury and coastal Otago)

ECOLOGICAL CONTEXT:

The property lies al the eastern edge of the Geraldine Ecological District, on low rolling hills
of the Geraldine Downs. The original vepetation of this area would have been predominantly
podocarp-hardwood  forest, dominated by lotara, matai and kahikatea emergent over a
hardwood canopy. imporlant canopy hardwood species would probably have been narrow-
leaved lacchark. pokaka, kowhai, lemonwood, five-finger, broadleal” and mahoe, The
indigenous fauna would have been significantly more numerous and diverse, with a greater
range of birds, lizards and invertebrates than is presently found in the area.

One arca of indipenous forest is present on the property. This area is a modificd and
regeneraling remnant of the origimal forest TU s part of 8 more extensive arca of scallered
patches of forest and treeland on the Geraldine Downs. The most important of these is Talbot
Forest Scenie Reserve, which lics approximaiely 600m cast of the property.,

Collectively the areas of forest and treeland on the Geraldine Downs provide habitat tor birds
including kereru (threat status: gradual dechne) and are likely (@ provide important (though
maybe only occasionally used) roost sites for long-tailed bats (nationally codangered). Bats
have been recorded recently al Talbolt Forest,

SIGNIFICANT AREAS ON THE PROPERTY:

The properly was surveyed as parl ol the Districl-wide survey of Significant Natural Areas
dunirg July 2008, One area of indigenous vegetation is regarded as a Significant Natural Area
(YNA) when assessed against the District Plan criteria.

This SNA is illustrated on the attached aerial photograph and described in greater detail in this
document. Note that the boundaries of the SNA are indicative, rather than precisc. This arca
maels the ceological criteria in the Timaru District Plan (criteria 1-vi, pages BI18-B19), but
will require some management 1o mainlain its ecological values in the long-term. SNAs are
subject to confirmation by Council afler regarding  the matters listed under  Final
Considerations (pages B19-I20).

The implication of an areas being listed as an SNA is that consent is required from Council {or
clearance by any means (including burning and spraying with herbicides) or over-planting.
This dees not normally prevent clearance to prevent shading of buildings, the maintenance of
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tracks and fences, or grazing. To assist with the protection and management of any SNA,
landowners can apply to Council for financial assistance. 1t is expected that SNAs will
cventually be listed in the District Plan. Any guestions regarding the protection, management
and usc of SNAs should be dirceted 1o the District Planner.

OTHER INDIGENQUS VEGETATION ON 'T‘i-iE PROPERTY:

Three isolated native trees are present on the southern part of the property: turepo, weeping
mapou and narow-leaved lacebark. These trees are not signiticant when assessed against the
Distriet Plan criteria. ‘This does not mean that they are unimportant or uwnworthy of protection;
itonly means that they do not presently meet the significance crileria in the District Plan,
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TIMARU DISTRICT SNA SURVEY AREA 721g

Area Name: Cacsar lorest Remnant o Property: Helen Cacsar

Location (central map refecence): J38: 683-791 Nearest Locality: Geraldine

Ecological Disteict: Geralding Area Size (hu): 0.34 Altityde (m): 180-200
Surveyors: Mike 1larding Survey Time: | hour Survey Date: 22-07-08

CGeneral Description:
This SNA comprises indigenous [orest on o moderately-steep south-lucing slope near the head of « small
gully on the rolling hill country ot the Geraldine Downs. A formed public walking track runs through the

property,

Plant Communities:

‘The main plant communilies present are remnant and regenerating podocarp-hardwood lorest with some
recent indigenous planting. These plant communities are described below. Naturalized (exotic) specics arc
indicated with an asterisk*. Planted specics are indicated with a hatch®,

Prominent canopy or emergenl specics presenl are (olara, matail, kahikatea, narrow-leaved lacebark, cabbage
tree, pokaka, lancewood, five-finger, mahoe, lemonwood, katkomako, rohutn, mapou, weeping mapou and
an unidentified exotic® tree. A very large kowhai tree (with a trunk diameter at breast height of 85 cm) is
present on the south side ol the small stream. One large narow-leaved lacebark tree next to the track has a
trunk dismeter of 76 cm,

(ther canopy species are pohuehue, native jasmine, bush lawyer, lawyer, Calvstegia tiguriorum, Clematis

Foetida and mistletoe. Mistletoe is present on a number of species, including Melicupe simplex, Coprosma

crassifalia, narrow-leaved lacebark and lemonwood.

Shrub and small tree species present are Coprosma crassifolio, Coprosma propingua, Coprosma
rotundifolia, Coprosma tayloriae, Melicope simplex, fuchsia, mahoe and Darwin’s barbetry®.
Understorey or ground-cover species present within the clumps of trees are mahoe, shrubby mahoe, five-
finger, lemonwood, horopito, weeping mapou, matipo, Coprosme propingua. Coprosma crassifolia, black
nightshade*, male [ern®, poroporo. hairy pennywort, Pellaea rotundifolic, necklace forn, Asplenium
hockericnum and seedlings of mahoe, Darwing” barberry* and Coprasme species.

A clump of the threatened scrambling daisy (Brachyglotiis sciadophifa) is present on the forest margin near
the stream.

Open grassed arcas between the main clumps of trees suppart Coprosma propingua, broom®, gorse®,
pohuehue, Coprosma robusta”, lowland ribbonwood”, lemonwood®, matipo®, Olearia lineatd”, wineberry”,
elderberry™, blackberry®, male fern® and Hypolepis ambigua.

Birds/Fauna Observed:
Native birds observed during this briel inspection were prey warbler and bellbird. 'The area is likely to he
utilised by a number ol other native birds including kercra/NZ pigeon,

Notable Flora, Fauna and Habitats:

Notable features of this area are the presence of podocarps (tolara, matal and kahikatea), the size of the
kowhai and narrow-lcaved lacebark trecs, the presence of a threatened specics (Brachvelortis sciadophila),
the diversity of indigenous species present and the contribution the remnant makes towards the network of
faiina habitat on the Geraldine Downs (including habitat suitable for kereru and long-tailed bat).

Notable Plant and Animal Pests:

‘The most important plant pest present is Darwin’s barberry. This species has attractive fruils which are
readily dispersed by hirds, therehy threatening other areas of indipenous forest in the arca. Darwin’s barberry
is also shade tolerant and can successtully invade intact indigenous forest, The native climbing pohuehue
(Muehlenbeckiv australis) also poses a threat, smothering large trees especially those on the forest margin.
Other introduced species present do not pose a significant threat to the existing vegetation. Animal pests
were not surveved.




Boundaries (buffering, fencing, adjoining plant communities and habitats);

This area oceupies a damper south-facing slope and is therelore buffered from drought (and fire). It is fenced
along the road boundary and apparently protected by subdivision consent conditions, It adjoins other
scattercd remnants of indigenous forest along slopes to the cast and west, Together these remnants form a
corridor of indigenous vegetation, linking this remnant with others in the area, including the regionally-
important ‘l'albor Forest Scenie Reserve,

Condition and Management Issues:

The existing indigenous vegetation is in relatively goud condition, The area would benefit from the removal
of Darwin’s barberry and perhaps the judicious control of pohuehue. Open grassed spaces between Lhe trees
have been planted with indigenous species, though some (such as (Mearia lineata) are probably not typical of
the original vegelation of the area.

ASSESSMENT AGAINST DISTRICT PLAN CRITRRIA:

” Primary Criteria Ranlc  Notes

Representativeness M Anexample of indigenous forest typical of the ecological district and
containing a good number of species that arc representative of the
original forast.

Rarily M/H The larger trees provide habital for threatened bird species (kereru) and
possibly long-tailed bat. One chronically threatencd plant species is
present Brachyvglonis scivdophila (threat stalus: gradual decline),

Diversity and pattern M A relatively diverse remnant for its size, though species diversity is
reduced from that originally present,

Distinctiveness/special M ‘The presence of podocarps (totara, matai and kahikatea) and large

_leatures kowhai and narrow-leaved lacebark trees are special features.

Other Criteria - .

Size/shape M A small arca, but with a good shape and well bufTered.

Connectivity M/H  Parl of a corridor of indigenous vegelation and a network of fauna
habitat on the Geraldine [owns.

Long-term Sustainability M Some management (mostly weed control) will be required to maintain

the ceological values of the area in the long term.

Final Consideration (of other matters: Section D, page B-19 of Timaru District Plan):

This area of indigenous vegetation has been informally protected by this and previous owners and apparently
by a restrictive covenant. Some restoration plantings have been undertaken. The arca has limited potential [or
development, due to its position on a moderately steep south-facing slope. There is sutticient (and more
suitable) space elsewhere on this rurat-residential property 1 site a dwelling.

Discussion;

This area meets the District Plan criteria for 4 Significant Natural Area. Important [eatures of the area are the
presence of podocarps (totara, matai and kahikatea), the presence of a threatencd species (Brachyalotix
sciadophila), the diversily ol indigenous species present and the contribution the remnant makes towards the
network of tauna habitat on the Geraldine Downs,




Scientific names of species cited by common name in this report
(Nt dhix Is mot o complets spacies st it iy o fist only of speefes cited by commaon neame in Hhix ceport)

Common NUme . Scientific name
(* — naturalised specics)

blackberrv®. ... Rubnus fiuricosus
black nightshade* ... Solcvum nigrim
broadleal ..o Ciriselina lioralis
broom® ... Lvtisus sooprorius
Bsh BWYED e e Rubus cissoides
cabbage trec/t rakal Cordvline ausiralis
Dharwin's harberry™ i, Derboris darwinii
eldecberry® SAambucuy nigra
flve-TInger . Pseudapanax arboreus ‘
fuchsla. Fuchsia excorticala |
BOTSEF i (/lex europoens
hairy pennywort ......... Hydrocotle maschaotg
horopito/pepperwooed Fxeudewintera colorala
kahikatea/white pine.......ooeve e Dacrycarpus ducrydivides
Katkomako, ... Pennantia corvmbosa
kowhati e Saphorg micropbila
lancewood - Pyendopanay crassifoliuy
lawyer Ruhus schmidelioides
lemonwed ..., Pittosporum eugeniofdes
lowland ribbonwood....._ Plagianthus regius
mahos/whiteywood .. o Melivvtus ramiflorus
male fern™® Dryvopleris filix-meay
TIATIOU. oo e e e e e e e e e ey Myvesine australis
matai/black pine......... Priumaopilyy tuxifolia
matipo/kohulu ., Pittospornnt tenuwifolium
TUSHREO e wAleastpliv micrantinis
narrow-leaved lacchark Hoheria amgrustifolia
RAtIVE JASMINE cooeeee e Parsonsiu sp.

smecklace fern. Asplenium flakeliifoliim
pohuehue o Muchlenbeckio australis
POKAKA e, Elgevcurpus hookerionus
POEOPOIT it Solanum laciniarm
FORUIL s Luphomyrius ohcordgeg
shrubby mahoc Melicvius micranthiy
TOTAIA oo o Padacarpus totara
weeping mapou Myrsine divaricara
WINEDEITY v, Aristotelia serrata
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