


























Notable Plant and Animal Pests:
Gorse and pasture grasses are the most important plant pests present. Animal pests were not surveyed.

Boundaries (buffering, fencing, adjoining plant communities and habitats):
Approximately half this wetland is fenced from stock. Other parts of the wetland are not well buffered and
are vulnerable to stock damage.

Condition and Management Issues:

The fenced part of the wetland is in relatively good condition. Its values are likely to improve; planting of
indigenous wetland species should assist this recovery. The most important management issues are control of
gorse and pasture grasses and the protection of the unfenced part of the wetland from stock damage.

Property Owner Comment:
The Loomes are interested to restore the wetland by planting indigenous wetland species and to possibly
extend the area fenced from grazing.

ASSESSMENT AGAINST DISTRICT PLAN CRITERIA:

Primary Criteria Rank Notes

Representativeness M  An example of lowland wetland vegetation; typical of that remaining in
the ecological district.

Rarity M/H Lowland wetlands are nationally rare ecosystems.

Diversity and pattern L/M Species diversity is relatively low.

Distinctiveness/special M  The location of the wetland adjacent to a nationally important limestone

features system is a special feature.

Other Criteria

Size/shape M/H Relatively large for a lowland wetland.

Connectivity M s linked by a small stream to other areas of wetland upstream. Lies
close to indigenous vegetation on limestone (SNA 13a).

Long-term Sustainability M  Plant and animal pest control will probably be required to maintain

ecological values in the long term.

Final Consideration (of other matters: Section D, page B-19 of Timaru District Plan):
A substantial part of the wetland has been fenced and voluntarily protected by the landowner.

Summary:

This area meets the District Plan criteria for a Significant Natural Area. Important features of the area are the
presence of wetland vegetation at low altitude (a nationally-rare ecosystem), the extent (size) of the wetland
and its location adjacent to an important limestone system.




TIMARU DISTRICT SNA SURVEY Wetland 478a

Wetland Record Form

Wetland name: Loomes Wetland Date: 5" August 2011
Property: D and B Loomes GPS/Grid Ref: J39: 526-491
Altitude: 180 m No. of plots sampled:
Location: Limestone Valley Road Approximate size (ha): 0.91
Classification: I System IA Subsystem II Wetland Class IIA Wetland Form
Riverine Marsh Riparian
Surveyors: Mike Harding
Indicator Indicator components Specify and Comment Score 0-5' | Mean
score

Change in Impact of manmade structures Fences present 4
bytdro!:)glcal Water table depth No change apparent 5 4
integri

grity Dryland plant invasion Moderate 3
Change in Fire damage None evident 5
physico- Degree of sedimentation/erosion Some sediment and erosion 4
chemical - - - 4.33
parameters Nutrient levels No evidence/localized 4

von Post index
Change in Loss in area of original wetland Loss at margins 3
ccosystem Connectivity barriers Connections intact 5 4
Intactness
Change in Damage by domestic or feral Damage to parts of wetland 3
browsing, animals
predation and Introduced predator impacts on 4
harvesting wildlife
regimes -
Harvesting levels None apparent

Change in Introduced plant canopy cover Low
dominance of Introduced plant understorey cover | Moderate 3.5
native plants
Total wetland condition index /25 19.83

Main vegetation types: Carex coriacea/Carex secta sedgeland and Juncus gregiflorus rushland

Native fauna: SI pied oystercatcher, pukeko, spur-winged plover, paradise shelduck

Other comments:

Pressure Rating” | Specify and Comment
Modifications to catchment hydrology 1 Low; man-made dam upstream
Water quality within the catchment 2 Stock pollution

Animal access 1 Partly fenced from stock

Key undesirable species 1 Low: gorse and pasture grasses
% catchment in introduced vegetation 3 High proportion

Other pressures

Total wetland pressure index /30 8

Source: Clarkson et al, Handbook for monitoring wetland condition, Ministry for the Environment, August 2002.

! Assign degree of modification thus: 5=v. low/ none, 4=low, 3=medium, 2=high, 1=v. high, O=extreme

2 Assign pressure scores as follows: 5=very high, 4=high, 3=medium, 2=low, 1=very low, 0=none




Scientific names of species cited by common name in this report

(Note: this is not a complete species list; it is a list only of species cited by common name in this report)

CommODN NAIME .......evveveererieeirieeerneeeeieeeaesereresanes Scientific name

(* = naturalised species)

DIUE tUSSOCK . ..veeeeieiieerirnrreeeeeeeecinrrer e s sereeeeee e Poa colensoi
broadleal .........coovvvvevieeeeiiiee e eere e Griselinia littoralis
broad-leaved dock* ........cccooreriiininecininiinnenne Rumex obtusifolius
BULAOCK™ ...t seeee e e eenes Arctium minus
cabbage tree/ti rakau ..........ccooevvviniiieninennennnnes Cordyline australis
Californian thistle*......ccooveeeeiiieeieeeeeeeeneeeerenee Cirsium arvense
ClEAVEIS™ ..ottt Galium aparine
cocksfoot®.......ccevvvernne Dacwylis glomerata

elderberry* ......c.ocooevnnns Sambucus nigra

fierce lancewood Pseudopanax ferox
Pseudopanax arboreus
Ribes uva-crispa

Ulex europaeus
Hydrocotyle moschata
Marrubium vulgare

hound’s tongue fern Microsorum pustulatum

Khasia berry™® ........ccocevrveeriniiinnennenn Cotoneaster simonsii
KOTOMIKO ....ccvvenreenierrereeeiecieecrnc i Hebe salicifolia
kowhai................ Sophora microphylla

leafless lawyer Rubus squarrosus

Lombardy poplar* Populus nigra
lowland ribbonwood ..........cccccovemrenciniiiiiniiniin. Plagianthus regius
mahoe/WhiteyWood ........ccovevviiniininieininnnniiennen, Melicytus ramiflorus
male feIn™ ......covveieeeeeeercc e Dryopteris filix-mas
MALAZOUTT ...ceevereenercccriiiie et Discaria toumatou
INALAL ©.oeovvieerieee et ee e e se e sennens Prumnopitys taxifolia
mountain akeake .......ccccooveverciiiiininniie e, Olearia avicenniifolia
mouse-ear hawkweed*............ ... Pilosella officinarum

... Plantago lanceolata
... Carmichaelia aff. australis

narrow-leaved plantain*
native broom

pennywort ......... Hydrocotyle sp.

plum* ................. Prunus sp.

POhUEhUE ......coevereriiinii e Muehlenbeckia australis
POLOPOTO....cecurerrramirererinrerirereransesrereissrsasansnssescases Solanum laciniatum
SANA SPUITEY™ ...ovevererriririiiiririiriesetesean st Spergularia rubra
Scotch thistle*........cooveevererciiiiiiieeeeieeenene Cirsium vulgare
scrambling fumitory* Fumaria muralis

silver tussock Poa cita

10atoa....cveeveereeneenne Haloragis erecta

totara Podocarpus totara
water cress*............. Rorippa microphylla
WEEPING MAPOU ....cnreermerierisirrrereeteeseissnseseostsens Myrsine divaricata

WITE INOSS c.reveevervrereveseentereerestersesessosesrnssnsassens Polytrichum juniperinum
YOrkshire fog* .....cooeevveeerennimniniriniecieeieieseecans Holcus lanatus

Timaru District Council Significant Natural Areas Report, D&B Loomes Property, August 2011.




