





























ASSESSMENT AGAINST DISTRICT PLAN CRITERIA: Open Riverbed Bird Habitat

Primary Criteria Rank Notes

Representativeness M/H A good example of riverbed bird habitat typical of that remaining in
the ecological district.

Rarity H Provides important habitat for threatened bird species: black-
fronted tern and banded dotterel.

Diversity and pattern M Plant species diversity is probably similar to that originally present;
bird species diversity is moderate, but probably lower than that
onginally present.

Distinctiveness/special ~ M/H  Provides regionally important habitat for riverbed birds.

features

Other Criteria

Size/shape M/H A refatvely large area of habitat for the Low Plains Ecological
District.

Connectivity H Is part of an mtact river system.

Long-term Sustainability M/H Ecological values are compromised and threatened by introduced

plant and animal pests.

ASSESSMENT AGAINST DISTRICT PLAN CRITERIA: River Berm Forests

Ptrimary Criteria Rank Notes

Representativeness L/M Exotic vegetation that provides good dparian habitat for several
indigenous species of forest birds.

Rarity M Supports scattered trees of species that are now rare in the
ecological district {totara, kowhai, kanuka).

Diversity and pattern L/M A much-reduced diversity of indigenous species, though relatively
diverse (c.18 species) for this part of the ecological district.

Distinctiveness/special M Provides locally important habitat for an at risk (naturally

features uncommon) bird species: black shag.

Other Criteria

Size/ shape H A very large area of forest bird habitat for this part of the ecological
district.

Connectivity H  An almost continuous cortidor of forest habitat from the foothills
to the coast.

Long-term Sustainability M/H  Existing habitat values are likely to persist; has considerable

potential for enhancement or restoration.

ASSESSMENT AGAINST DISTRICT PLAN CRITERIA: Wetland (SNA 100¢)

Primary Criteria Rank Notes

Representativeness M/H A good example of indigenous vegetation typical of coastal wetland
sites.

Ranty M/H Wetlands are an ‘originally rare’ ecosystem (Williams ez 2/, 2007)

Diversity and pattern M Plant species diversity is moderate, though probably reduced from
that originally present.

Distinctiveness/special M The presence of a coastal species (oiol) is notable.

fearures

Other Criteria

Size/shape M/H A moderate-large sized wetland for a lowland site; relatively well
buffered by its location at the edge of the river berm forest.

Connectivity M/H Wetland habitat continues into the adjacent willow forest.

Long-term Sustainability L/M  Control of crack willow, grey willow and gorse is urgently required

to maintain the ecological values of the wetland.




Final Consideration (of other mattets: Section D, page B-19 of Timaru District Plan):

The open rivetbed habitat is maintained by flood flows of the Rangitata River. It is threatened by
encroachment of invasive plants, disturbance from vehicles, gravel extraction, reduced river flows and
predators. The river berm forests have been established and maintained to protect adjacent land from
flooding by the river. These forests coincidentally contain scattered indigenous trecs, a number of
ubiquitous indigenous plants (such as cabbage tree and prickly shield fern), provide useful habitat for
indigenous forest birds and sipatian specics (such as black shag, white-faced heron and kingfisher).
These forests, if managed differently, could provide much enhanced habitat for indigenous plant and
ammal species.

Discussion:

These atcas meet the District Plan critetia for Significant Natral Areas. Important features of the open
tiverbed part of the area are the habitat it provides for indigenous birds, including threatened and at
risk species. Important features of the river berm forest part of the area are the presence of locally
uncommon tree species and the habitat it provides for forest birds. Both provide relatively large areas
of habitat for the Low Plains Ecological District and ate connected along the river to other habitats
inland and at the coast. The wetland and coastal scrub/flaxland are communities that arc now rare in
the District.
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Scientific names of species cited by common name in this report
(Note. this is not a complete species list; it is a list only of species cited by commeon name in this repari)
Common NaIMe ..o Scientific name

(* = naturalised species)

blackberry™ ... s Rubus fruticosus
BrAcken .....c.ovieeeirere v s Pteridium esculenfum
Broom® .o Cytisus scoparius
cabbage tree/ti rakau ... Cordyline australis
Californian thistle® ... Cirsium arvense
COTOMEASIET™ ... Cotoneaster sp.

crack willow* ..., Salix fragilis

creeping pohUEhUE .......cccoceevnnneniinininns s Muehienbeckia axillaris
Douglas firforegon™® ..o Psendotsuga menziesii
elderberry™ ..o Sambucus nigra

false tamarisk™ .......ocooverrmrrnrir e Myricaria germanica
TIAX oot Phormium tenax
fleabane™ ... Conyza sumatrensis
foxglove* Digitalis purpurea
BOESE™ L oottt Ulex europaeus

grey Willow* .. Salix cinerea

REMIOCK™ oo Conium maculatum

hen and chickens fern.........ccoovvvvrvvinveinieceen Asplenium gracillimum




Himalayan honeysuckle* ..............c.ocoovvvmiiirennn, Leycesteria formosa

hound’s tongue ferm.....coooocriinieneee, Microsorum pustulatum
TV e s Hedera helix

Japanese honeysuckle® ..., Lonicera japonica
KamUKa ..o Kunzea ericoides
Khasia berry™ ..o Cotoneaster simonsii
KOromiko .....ooooooveeeeeee e Hebe salicifolia

KOWha ..o Sophora microphylla
TAUECT™ Lo e Prunus lavrocerasus
lowland ribbonwood.........ccccoooeiiivinininiie Plagianthus regius
male fern™ ..o Dryopteris filix-mas
marsh ribbonwood..........cccocoveiecvinin, Plagianthus divaricatus
matipo/kohuhu ..o Pittosporum tenuifolium
mouse-ear hawkweed* ................oiiiniinn, Pilosella officinarum
narrow-leaved plantain®*..............cooovvi e, Plantago lanceolata
native bindweed ..o Calystegia tuguriorum
NATIVE JASININE «...oovirerervcinnir i e vaeasens Parsonsia heterophylla
necklace fern .............. Asplenium flabellifolium
LT+ SOTTTUOROURION Leprocarpus similis

old man’s beard* ........... Clematis vitalba
PErWINKIE™ ..o Vinca major

PIUM™ L s Prunus sp.

pohughue ... Muehlenbeckia australis
POPIAM® . s Populus sp.

prickly shield fern .......ocoooveeenicviiie e FPolystichum vestitum
radiata pine™ ... Pinus radiata

FAUPO ..o et Typha orientalis
sheep’s sorrel™ ..o Rumex acetosella

silver tussock................. ... Poa cita

spindle tree® ... Fuonymus europaeus
SHNKING IrS¥ oo Iris foetidissima
SLONECTOP™® ..ottt Sedum acre

swamp Kiokio ..o e, Blechnum minus
SYCAMOTE® ...t ecrrrce e eems e Acer pseudoplatanus
TOBLOE ... e e Cortaderia richardii
TOMATA o e Padocarpus totara

UL L e Coriaria sarmentosa
velvety nightshade® ..., Solanum chenopodioides
WALE™ e Acacia sp.

white clover* .... Trifolium repens

WIEE TTIOSS «oooeoeeeencee ettt Polytrichum juniperinum
VAITOW™ Lt Achillea millefolium






















