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Submission points



Point 53.1

Section: Definitions

Sub-section: Definitions

Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

Plan . . Support
. Plan provision [
section
Oppose
AGRICULTURAL
AVIATION
Definitions ACTIVITIES n/a
New
AIRCRAFT
Definitions n/a
New
CONSERVATION
Definitions ACTMITY n/a
New

Reason Decision sought
Add a new definition:
Agricultural aviation activities;
We seek to have agricultural

aviation defined to include means the intermittent operation of an aircraft from

primary production, a rural airstrip or helicopter landing area for primary
biosecurity, and conservation production activities, and; conservation activities
activities undertaken by for biosecurity, or biodiversity purposes; including
agricultural aviation stock management, and the application of fertiliser,

agrichemicals, or vertebrate toxic agents (VTA'’s).

For clarity, aircraft includes fixed-wing aeroplanes,
helicopters, and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV’s).

Add a new definition:

Aircraft;

We seek to have the definition
of an aircraft included as
defined by the RMA to future-
proof the plan

means any machine that can derive support in the
atmosphere from the reactions of the air otherwise

than by the reactions of the air against

the surface of the earth

We seek to have the definition Add a new definition:
of Conservation activity
amended to reflect a broader -

range of conservation c ti tivity:
activities onservation activity;

The scope of PDP definition means the use of land or buildings for any activity
of “DEPARTMENT OF undertaken for the purposes of protecting and/or

CONSERVATION ACTIVITY” enhancing the natural, historic and/or ecological
is too narrow and does not values of a natural or historic resource. It includes

adequately address the full ancillary activities which assist to enhance the
range of conservation public’s appreciation and recreational enjoyment of

activities including weed and the resource, including weed and pest control and
pest control for biosecurity the intermittent use of aircraft for conservation
and biodiversity activities purposes.

Add a new definition:

A “Day” as it relates to agricultural aircraft
activities:




Support

PIan_ Plan provision / Reason Decision sought
section
Oppose
means 10.5 hours aircraft hours conducted
between the beginning of civil morning twilight
(MCT) and the end of civil evening twilight (ECT).
We seek to have the definition
of a DAY as it relates to NOTE. A day is defined in the Civil Aviation rules
DAY agricultural aviation activities as: the hours between—
Definitions n/a added to the definitions to
New support the proposed (1) the beginning of morning civil twilight, which is
alternative wording in GRUZ- when the centre
R14 and NZAAA'’s proposed
rule for NOSZ of the rising sun’s disc is 6 degrees below the
horizon; and
2) the end of evening civil twilight, which is when
the centre of the
setting sun’s disc is 6 degrees below the horizon
Add a new definition:
EEII\]::():I(I\?ZT,ESE A We seek to have a definiton Helicopter landing area;
Definitions n/a of a Helicopter Landing Area
New included in the plan means any area of land, building, or structure
intended or designed to be used, whether wholly or
artly, for helicopter movement or servicin
We support the definition of
improved pasture as defined . -
Definitions MPROVED ¢ in the National Policy Retain the definition
PASTURE PP Statement for Freshwater
Management 2020 (NPSFM  ~
2020)
We support the definition of  Add to the definition:
Definition PLANTATION Support Plantation Forestry and seeks
FORESTRY in part  to have agricultural aviation ~ b. includes all associated forestry infrastructure and
added to the definition agricultural aviation activities; but
PRIMARY We support the definition that
Definitions PRODUCTION Support is c_opsstent with the NPS Retain the definition
definition
Add a new definition:
Rural airstrip;
RURAL .
Definitions AIRSTRIP , V\fle T_j’ek ltc;.hatvle a dlefgltéo.n means any defined area of land intended or
etinitions na ?h a | ural Airstrip incluaed in designed to be used, whether wholly or partly, for
New € plan the landing, departure, movement, or servicing of

aircraft in the rural area.

The definition of hazardous
facility is relevant to HS-R1.

The mixing and application of
hazardous substances for
pest control should not be



Plan

section

Definitions Hazardous facility

Support
Plan provision [ Reason Decision sought
Oppose

limited to ‘the site’ as defined

in the plan. Mixing may occur

at a mixing point but

application is on land other ~ Amend the definition of hazardous facility by:

than ‘the site’.
deleting ‘on site’ from clause 8

Support Land based primary
in part  production is not defined in ~ Amend clause 3 by:
the Plan but ‘primary

production’ is. Clause 3 deleting ‘land-based’ and ‘which are not located in a
should refer to ‘primary drinking water’
production’.

Also ‘which are not located in
a drinking water’

Agrichemicals should be
stored in accordance with
NZS8409:2021 to ensure that
they are safely stored.

Relief sought

As above table

Point 53.2

Section: SD — Strategic Direction

Sub-section: Objectives

Provision:
SD-09 Rural Areas

A range of primarily productive activities are enabled in the rural environment to enable the ongoing use of land for primary
production for present and future generations, while:

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
Vi

protecting versatile soils for productive uses;

managing the adverse effects of intensive activities on sensitive activities;

managing the adverse effects of new sensitive activities on primary production;

avoiding activities that have no functional/operational need to locate in the rural area;

identifying and maintaining the character, qualities and amenity values of rural areas;

ensuring Future Development Area overlay remains available for future urban or rural lifestyle development.

Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

Plan

section provision

Support
Reason Decision sought
Oppose

We support strategies that enable primary production, Amend SD-09 as follows:
protect versatile soils, and manage reverse '

Plan



District-
wide
matters

Strategic SD-09
Direction

Rural
areas

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.3

Support
in part

sensitivities.

However clause ii) refers to ‘intensive activities’ which
isn’'t defined so it is unclear what it refers to. The focus

should be on ensuring that sensitive activities don’t
affect primary production.

Clause iii) seeks to manage ‘new sensitive activities’.
We seek that the plan ensures that sensitive activities

do not adversely affect primary production, including
reverse sensitivity effects.

Section: HS — Hazardous Substances

Sub-section: Rules

Amend: A range of primarily
productive activities to A range of

primary productive activities.

Delete clause ii)

Amend clause iii): ensuring that
sensitive activities do not adversely
affect primary production, including
reverse sensitivity effects.

Provision:
HS-R1 Use and/or storage of hazardous substances in a hazardous facility (excluding Major Hazard
Facilities)
All zones Activity status: Permitted Activity status when compliance not achieved:
Restricted Discretionary
Where:
Discretion is restricted to:
1. The level of risk relating to likelihood and
PER-1

The hazardous facility is located outside a sensitive

consequence of the natural hazard and the toxicity,
volume, characteristics, and potential

consequences of the hazardous substance; and

environment (other than a Flood Assessment Area 2. The extent to which hazardous substances can be

Overlay); and

PER-2

The activity is within a Flood Assessment Area Overlay
and the hazardous facility has a finished floor level equal
to or higher than the minimum floor level as stated in a
Flood Risk Certificate issued in accordance with NH-

S1.

Sentiment: Oppose

Submission:

safely contained to minimise effects from natural
hazards.

3. Potential effects on land use activities in the
surrounding area; and

4. The potential effects on natural ecosystems,

Noo»

sensitive environments and life-supporting
capacity of land and water from escape or
spillage; and

Potential risk and effects on SASM; and
Potential risk to human health and safety; and
. Potential effects on natural character and the

amenity of sensitive areas and sensitive uses; and

8. Potential for cumulative effects of other activities
where hazardous substances are stored, used or
disposed of.



Support

Plan Plan i

. . . Reason Decision sought
section provision

Oppose

District We seek to ensure that the definition of hazardous facility is
Wide amended to ensure that agrichemicals and fertilisers are able to be  Amend the definition of
Ha;?;qi HSRT Oppose gs?d e:js_a tr;}err;litted activity within the ‘sensitive environments’ as hazardous facility as
and Ris in part etined in the Flan. sought in Definitions
Hazardous It is important that weed and pest control can occur within these Point 2.
substances areas.

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.4
Section: ECO — Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity
Sub-section: Policies

Provision:
ECO-P3 Protection of indigenous biodiversity in sensitive areas

Protect indigenous biodiversity by managing the clearance of indigenous vegetation in the following sensitive areas:

riparian areas, wetlands and springs; and
coastal areas; and

areas at higher altitude; and

areas on steep slopes.

POwON -~

Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

Plan Support
Plan section L Reason Decision sought

provision

Oppose
District-wide
matters . . . .
. d policy:

NATURAL We support the protection of Retain the policy and adding to the polic
ENVIRONMENT Support |nd!genous blodlvgrSIty but the Protect indigenous biodiversity by providing for

ECO-P3 . policy should provide for weed and R
VALUES in part { control to maintain biodiversit weed and pest control to maintain and enhance

\F/):I?Jes y biodiversity and, managing the clearance of

Ecosystems indigenous vegetation in the following sensitive areas
and indigenous
biodiversity

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.5

Section: NOISE — Noise


https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/163/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/163/0/0/0/93

Sub-section: Objectives

Provision:
NOISE-O1 Activities that generate noise

Noise effects generated by activities are compatible with the purpose, character and qualities of each zone and do not
compromise the health and well-being of people and communities.

Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

Plan Plan Support .
. . Reason Decision sought
section provision
Oppose
General
District Noise effects being compatible with the zone Ensure that the rural zones are not described
Wide NOISE- . . : . ‘quiet’ d that . iated with
Matters  O1 Support is appropriate but it needs to be recognised as ‘quiet’ an at noise associated wi
a that the rural zone is not a ‘quiet’ area. primary production activities is anticipated.
Noise
Relief sought
Ap per above table
Point 53.6
Section: NOISE — Noise
Sub-section: Objectives
Provision:
NOISE-O2 Reverse sensitivity

The Airport, Raceway, State Highway, railway lines and the Port and activities located within commercial, mixed use and
Industrial zones are not constrained by reverse sensitivity effects arising from noise sensitive activities.

Sentiment: Oppose
Submission:
Support

Reason Decision sought
Oppose

Plan Plan
section provision

Retain NOISE-O2 and add:

G_ene_zral Primary production activities in

D',St”Ct the Rural Zone should not be The Airport, Raceway, State Highway, railway lines and the Port
Wide  NOISE- Qppose constrained by reverse and activities located within commercial, mixed use and
Matters O2 npart o nsitivity effects arising from  Industrial zones or primary production activities in rural
Noise noise sensitive activities. zones, are not constrained by reverse sensitivity effects arising

from noise sensitive activities.

Relief sought

As per above table



Point 53.7
Section: NOISE — Noise
Sub-section: Policies

Provision:
NOISE-P1 Maintenance of zone character and qualities

Enable the generation of noise when it is of a type, character and level that is appropriate, having regard to:

the purpose, character and qualities of the zone that the activity is located in;
the nature, scale, frequency and duration of the noise generating activity;
methods of mitigation; and

the sensitivity of the surrounding environment.

Powbd -~

Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

Plan Plan Support . .
. I Reason Decision sought
section provision
Oppose
General
District Noise effects being compatible with the zone is Ensure that the rural zones are not
Wide NOISE- Support appropriate but it needs to be recognised in the described as ‘quiet’ and that noise
Matters P1 in part  description of the rural zone that it is not a ‘quiet’ associated with primary production
area. activities is anticipated.
Noise

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.8
Section: NOISE — Noise
Sub-section: Policies

Provision:
NOISE-P5 Reverse sensitivity

Require noise sensitive activities located in higher noise environments to be located and designed so as to minimise adverse
effects on the amenity values and health and safety of occupants and minimise sleep disturbance from noise, while taking into
account:

1. the type of noise generating activity; and

2. other noise sources in the area; and

3. the nature and occupancy of the noise sensitive activity; and

4. mitigation measures, including acoustic insulation, screening and topography.

For the purpose of this Policy, higher noise environments include:

1. Commercial and Mixed Use Zones; and
2. Residential zones in close proximity to any General industrial zone and areas within the Port Noise Outer Control
Boundary and within that part of the Medium Density Residential Zone and City Centre Zone located within the Port Noise



Inner Control Boundary; and

3.locations in close proximity to a State Highway or the railway line.

Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

Plan Plan Support i
. . . Reason Decision sought
section provision
Oppose
Delete reference to ‘higher noise
General Reverse sensitivity effects are not limited to the environments’ in NOISE-P5,
Digtrict NOISE-P5 ‘higher noise environments’ listed in the policy.
Wide R Support or
Matters eve{.s ?t inpart We seek to have noise sensitive activities managed
sensiivity in rural zones to ensure that reverse sensitivity effects Include a specific policy for reverse

Noise on primary production is avoided. sensitivity from noise sensitive
activities in rural zones.

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.9
Section: NOISE — Noise

Sub-section: Rules

Provision:
NOISE-R1 Activities generating noise not otherwise specified in the Rules section
All zones Activity status: Permitted Activity status when compliance not achieved with

PER-2: Restricted Discretionary

Where:
Where:

PER-1
RDIS-1

NOISE-S1 is complied with; and
The noise limit in Table 24 — Noise Performance
Standards is not exceeded by more than 10dB.

PER-2
NOISE-S2 is complied with. Matters of discretion are restricted to:

1. the matters of discretion of any infringed standard
This rule does not apply to noise generated by: Activity status when compliance not achieved with

PER-1 or RDIS-1: Non-complying
1. activities of a limited duration required for normal

seasonal agricultural, horticultural and forestry
activities, such as harvesting; and
2. normal residential activities, excluding ‘fixed plant’



such as heat pumps; and

3. light passenger vehicle movements, as defined by
the Ministry of Transport vehicle type category
dated 25.07.2018, on a site associated with
residential use; and

4. vehicles operating on public roads, or trains
operating on rail lines (including at railway yards,
railway sidings or stations and level crossing
warning devices); and

5. aircraft using airstrips and helicopter landing sites
for activities in the rural zone that complies with
GRUZ-R14; and

6. activities taking place within the Coastal Marine
Area when assessing compliance with NOISE-R8
Noise from activities within the Port Zone; and

7. any warning device used by emergency services
for emergency purposes; and

8. fixed plant that is solely used for emergency or
training purposes, including standby generator
sets used to supply electricity only at times of
electrical supply failure, and plant used during life
threatening situations such as smoke fans or
sprinkler pumps; and

9. testing of fixed plant that is solely used for
emergency purposes providing such testing occurs
only for periods not exceeding 2 hours within any 30
day period, and only during the hours of 7am to 7pm.

Sentiment: Amend
Submission:
Support

Reason
Oppose

Plan Plan
section provision

We support the exemption for aircraft using airstrips and
helicopter landing sites for activities in the rural zone that

General complies with GRUZ-R14.

District

Wide NOISE- Support We seek an exemption to the provisions of NOISE-R1 for aircraft

Matters R1 in part  using airstrips and helicopter landing sites for activities in the
Natural Open Space zone that complies with the rule proposed

Noise by NZAAA in this document (NOSZ).1t is important that there is

the ability to use aircraft for weed and pest control for
conservation activities outside of the rural zones.

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.10

Section: GRUZ — General Rural Zone

Decision sought

Retain the rule and add:

10. Aircraft using airstrips
and helicopter landing sites

for activities in the Natural

Open Space zone that
complies with NOSZ- (Rule

numbering to be determined)

Include definitions of
HELICOPTER LANDING
AREA and RURAL AIRSTRIP

as sought above




Sub-section: Objectives

Provision:
GRUZ-02 Character and qualities of the General Rural Zone

The character and qualities of the General Rural Zone comprise:

1. large allotments with large areas of open space; and

2. a working environment of mostly utilitarian buildings and structures where primary production generates noise, odour, light

overspill and traffic, often on a cyclic and seasonable basis; and

3. higher levels of amenity immediately around sensitive activities and zone boundaries; and
4. vegetation, pasture, crops and forestry and livestock across a range of landscapes.

Sentiment: Amend
Submission:
Support

Reason
Oppose

Plan Plan
section provision

The description of the rural zone is important to ensure
that it adequately describes that it can be a noisy

Area- environment.

specific

matters Support Noise in the rural zone is from primary production and
General GRUZ02 in part  associated activities. Sensitive activities locating in a
Rural rural zone should not be anticipating a higher level of
Zone amenity in a working rural production environment. This is

inconsistent with GRUZ-O3 which seeks to protect
primary production from sensitive activities

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.11
Section: GRUZ — General Rural Zone
Sub-section: Objectives

Provision:
GRUZ-03 Protecting primary production

Decision sought

Amend GRUZ-O2 by adding:

2. a working environment of mostly
utilitarian buildings and structures
where primary production and
associated activities generates
noise, odour, light overspill and traffic,
often on a cyclic and seasonable basis;

Delete clause 3:

higher levels of amenity

immediately around sensitive
activities and zone boundaries

The land resource of the General Rural Zone is not diminished by activities with no functional or operational need to locate in the

General rural zone, and primary production is protected from sensitive activities.

Sentiment: Amend

Submission:



Support
Reason Decision sought
Oppose

Plan Plan
section provision

Retain the objective and add::

Area- . .
specific W_e support recognising the importance of _

tters Support primary production and its long-term The land resource of the General Rural Zone is not
g:n eral GRUZ-0O3 in F?: t protection but should be clear that it is diminished by activities with no functional or
Rural reverse sensitivity effects from sensitive ~ operational need to locate in the General rural zone,
Z(L)Jrzz activities that it is protected from. and primary production is protected from reverse

sensitivity effects and sensitive activities.

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.12
Section: GRUZ — General Rural Zone
Sub-section: Objectives

Provision:
GRUZ-04 Protecting sensitive activities and sensitive zones

Intensive primary production, mining, quarrying and other intensive activities generates no or minimal adverse effects on:

1. sensitive activities; and
2. land close to Residential, Rural settlement, Maori Purpose and Open space zones.

Sentiment: Oppose
Submission:

Support
Reason Decision sought
Oppose

GRUZ-04 refers to ‘intensive activities’

which isn’'t defined so it is unclear what it
refers to. The focus should be on ensuring g4 jate GRUZ-04
that sensitive activities don't affect primary

Plan Plan
section  provision

production. or
Area- . - N
specific Sensitive actl\{|t|es locating in rural zonés  Amend GRUZ-O4:
Oppose should recognise that they are locating in a
matters  GRUZ-O4 . . . . .. . .
General inpart  working rural production environment so Sensitive activities locating in the General

Rural Zone ‘protecting’ their amenity is inappropriate.  Rural Zone anticipate effects that are
. . . . generated by primary production activities
Itis unclear what ‘land close to’ residential,
. and the boundary of the rural zones are
rural settlement, Maori purpose and Open manaded throuah setbacks
g g .
space zones would be. Management of the

boundary interface should be through the
use of setbacks.

Relief sought

As per above table



Point 53.13
Section: GRUZ — General Rural Zone
Sub-section: Policies

Provision:
GRUZ-P1 Primary production activities

Enable a range of primary production activities, where they:

1. allow for the ongoing productive use of land for present and future generations; or
2. maintain the character and qualities of the General Rural Zone; and
3. meet the standards and requirements to minimise adverse effects on sensitive activities and the environment.

Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

Plan Support
Plan section L Reason Decision sought
provision
Oppose

Amend GRUZ-P1:

Enable a range of primary production and
associated activities where they:

|_\

We support the enabling of

Area-specific primary production activities =~ 2....

Support
matters General GRUZ-P1 . part We seek to have agricultural 3. meet the standards and requirements to avoid,
Rural Zone aviation acknowledged as part remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the
of the rural character environment
Add 4:

4. enabling a range of compatible activities that

support primary production activities, including
ancillary activities, and agricultural aviation.

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.14
Section: GRUZ — General Rural Zone
Sub-section: Policies

Provision:
GRUZ-P10 Conservation activities

Enable a range of conservation activities where the character and qualities of the General Rural Zone are maintained.



Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

Plan Support
Plan section provisionl Reason Decision sought

Oppose
Retain the policy and:

Area-specific Providing for conservation activities in the General
matters GRUZ- s « Rural Zone is supported but we seek to ensure that the Amend the definition of
General Rural P10 UPPOM " yefinition of conservation activities is amended as DEPARTMENT OF
Zone sought above. CONSERVATION ACTIVITY as

sought in Definitions Point 2.
Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.15
Section: GRUZ — General Rural Zone

Sub-section: Rules

Provision:
GRUZ-R10 Conservation activities
General Rural Activity status: Permitted Activity status where compliance not achieved
Zone with PER-1: Discretionary
Where:
PER-1

Land, buildings and structures are used for:

e preservation, protection, restoration, promulgation
or enhancement of indigenous species or habitats
of indigenous fauna; or

pest control; or

conservation education; or

observation or surveying; or

walking tracks, board walks, pedestrian bridge.

Note: any associated building and structure must be
constructed in accordance with GRUZ-R13.

Sentiment: Amend
Submission:

Plan Support
Plan section / Reason Decision sought

provision Oppose



Support

. Plan
Plan section an Reason
provision
Oppose
Area-specific GRUZ-  Support Provision should be made for
matters General .
R10 in part

Rural Zone control

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.16
Section: GRUZ — General Rural Zone

Sub-section: Rules

Decision sought

Retain the rule and add:

Land, buildings, structures and equipment,

equipment used for weed and pest machinery, vehicles and aircraft are used

for; or

Weed and pest control

Provision:
GRUZ-R14 Use of airstrips and helicopter landing sites
General Rural Activity status: Permitted Activity status where compliance not achieved:
Zone Discretionary
Where:
PER-1

The flights are for emergency purposes such as medical
evacuations, search and rescue, firefighting or civil
defence; or

PER-2

The use is for primary production including spraying,
stock management, fertiliser application or frost
protection for:

1. amaximum of seven days within any three month
period where the airstrip or helicopter landing site
is setback between 500m-1,000m from:

a. any Residential zone; and

b. the notional boundary of a building
containing a noise sensitive activity, not
located on the site of the airstrip or
helicopter land site; or

2. the airstrip or helicopter landing site is setback
greater than 1,000m from:

a. any Residential zone; and

b. the notional boundary of a building
containing a noise sensitive activity, not
located on the site of the airstrip or



helicopter land site; or

PER-3

Take offs or landings must not exceed 10 per month;
and the airstrip or landing site is setback a minimum of
500m from:

1. any Residential zone; and

2. the notional boundary of a building containing a
noise sensitive activity not located on the site of
the airstrip or helicopter land site.

Sentiment: Oppose
Submission:
Support

Reason
Oppose

Plan Plan
section provision

Area-

Decision sought

Amend heading to Use of Rural Airstrips
and Helicopter Landing Areas

Delete PER 1. 2 & 3 wording:

PER-1

The flights are for emergency purposes
such as medical evacuations, search

and rescue, firefighting or civil defence;
or

PER-2

The use is for primary
production including spraying, stock

management, fertiliser application or
frost protection for:

1. _a maximum of seven days within

any three month period where the
airstrip or helicopter landing site is

setback between 500m-1,000m
from:

1. _any Residential zone; and

2. the notional boundary of
a building containing a noise
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specific iti ivi
P We support the enabling of the use of rural airstrips sensitive activity, not located

matters d heli landi tes f . ducti on the site of the airstrip or
General and helicopter landing sites for primary production helicopter land site: or
Rural purposes as a permitted activity however the ; . - :
Zone proposed rule is overly complex and the proposed 2. the a.|rstr|. o-r helicopter
GRUZ- Oppose Setbacks will be unduly restrictive which are not landing site is setback greater than
R14 supported or justified by the s32 Report. 1,000m from:
Use of . . .
airstrips 1. any Residential zone; and
and We seek an alternative rule that will be enabling. 2. the notional boundary of
helicopter a building containing a noise
; sensitive activity, not located
landing
sites on the site of the airstrip or

helicopter land site; or
PER-3

Take offs or landings must not exceed
10 per month; and the airstrip or

landing site is setback a minimum of
500m from:

1. any Residential zone; and

2. the notional boundary of
a building containing a noise
sensitive activity not located on

the site of the airstrip or
helicopter land site.

Insert alternative wording:

“Agricultural aviation activities for the

purpose primary production or
conservation on a seasonal, temporary
or intermittent basis for a period up to 30
days in any 12 month period or 315
aircraft hours (whichever is the

greater).”

Amend activity status where compliance
not achieved to Restricted Discretionary

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.17
Section: NOSZ — Natural Open Space Zone
Sub-section: Policies

Provision:
NOSZ-P3 Department of Conservation activities

Enable conservation activities that are consistent with a Department of Conservation plan or strategy for the area and do not
generate significant adverse effects on the surrounding area or adjacent sites.

Sentiment: Amend
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Submission:

Plan
section

Area-
specific
matters
Natural
Open
Spaces

Support
Reason Decision sought

Oppose

Plan
provision

Amend NOSZ-P3:

Enable conservation
activities that will

enhance or protect the
open space zone

Conservation activities are not limited to Department of
Support Conservation activities. A new definition is sought for conservation
in part  activities that includes the wider range of conservation activities
that can be undertaken, including weed and pest control.

NOSZ-P3

Include a new definition
for CONSERVATION

ACTIVITIES as sought
in Definitions Point 2.

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.18

Section: NOSZ — Natural Open Space Zone

Sub-section: Rules

Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

Plan
section

Area-
specific
matters
Natural
Open
Spaces

Plan Support . .
rovision Reason Decision sought
P Oppose
NOSZ- Add to NOSZ permitted activity rule:
additi_onzl We ts.e ek to dhﬁvrf thetus:e 02. “Agricultural aviation activities for the purpose of
petr_nl:tte n/a :iltrani% Sr 22nse?vlgggner anding conservation on a seasonal, temporary or intermittent
?Lﬁelw y purposes as a permitted basis for a period up to 30 days in any 12 month period
activity or 315 aircraft hours (whichever is the greater).”
New

Relief sought

As per above table

Point 53.19

Section: General



Sentiment: Amend

Submission:

We fully support the NZAAA Submission.
Relief sought

We fully support the NZAAA Submission.
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Background
The New Zealand Agricultural Aviation Association (NZAAA), a division of Aviation New Zealand

(AvNZ), represents fixed-wing and helicopter operators engaged in applying fertilisers, agrichemicals,
and vertebrate toxic agents (VTA’s) for the purposes of:

° Rural production

° Forestry production

° Crop protection and disease control
° Weed and pest control

° Biosecurity threats

° Biodiversity and conservation values

The industry is made up of circa 109 Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) certificated organisations operating
circa 76 fixed-wing aircraft and 248 helicopters. Services provided by our industry add an estimated
$2.5BN annually to primary production for the NZ economy alone.

Agricultural aircraft are crucial in maintaining and enhancing production, responding to biosecurity
threats, and protecting biodiversity values including farming, plantation forestry, public land, and
conservation land.

Restrictive district plan requirements can adversely affect the ability of aerial operators to undertake
and respond (particularly to biosecurity and biosecurity threats) so the industry seeks to ensure the use
of airstrips and helicopter landing areas for agricultural aviation activities on an intermittent basis are
adequately provided for in plans.

General submission

NZAAA seeks to ensure that agricultural aviation activities are provided for within the Plan, including
activities for primary production (farming and forestry production), biosecurity, and biodiversity
(conservation).

The Plan has provisions for the intermittent use of aircraft for primary production activities undertaken
for a limited duration, in the General Rural Zone. The provisions do not entirely meet the objectives and
policies that “enable primary production” because they are overly complex and the proposed setbacks
would be unduly restrictive in many operational situations.

The Plan does not address the intermittent use of airstrips and helicopter landing areas for biosecurity
or biodiversity activities in “Natural Open Space Zones” that includes DOC land.

Plan objectives and policies include “strategies that recognise, protect and enhance indigenous
vegetation and native flora and fauna.” DOC undertakes extensive weed and pest control and
eradication programs throughout the area. Agricultural aircraft activities are critical tools in meeting
these objectives.

Agencies such as LINZ, Thfree NZ (OSPRI), DOC, Predator Free 20250 (Zero Invasive Predators) and
the Regional Council undertake weed and pest control activities on public lands, riverbeds, riverbanks,



lakes, and lake shorelines. Additionally, agencies such as MPI and the Regional Council have an
interest in the expeditious use of aircraft to control biosecurity threats such as wilding pines and
disease threats to exotic and native vegetation. Forestry companies have an interest in controlling
disease outbreaks such as Dothystroma.

NZAAA seeks to have the intermittent use of airstrips and helicopter landing areas for biosecurity or
biodiversity and conservation activities included as a permitted activity.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE.........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiicee



NZAAA SPECIFIC SUBMISSION’s

Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Definitions AGRICULTURAL n/a NZAAA seeks to have agricultural aviation Add a new definition:
AVIATION defined to include primary production, biosecurity,
ACTIVITIES and conservation activities undertaken by Agricultural aviation activities;
agricultural aviation means the intermittent operation of an
New aircraft from a rural airstrip or helicopter
landing area for primary production
activities, and; conservation activities for
biosecurity, or biodiversity purposes;
including stock management, and the
application of fertiliser, agrichemicals, or
vertebrate toxic agents (VTA’s). For clarity,
aircraft includes fixed-wing aeroplanes,
helicopters, and unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAV’s).
Definitions AIRCRAFT n/a NZAAA seeks to have the definition of an aircraft | Add a new definition:
included as defined by the RMA to future-proof
New the plan Aircraft;

means _any machine that can derive
support _in_the atmosphere from the
reactions of the air otherwise than by
the reactions of the air against

the surface of the earth




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Definitions CONSERVATION n/a NZAAA seeks to have the definition of Add a new definition:
ACTIVITY Conservation activity amended to reflect a
broader range of conservation activities Conservation activity;
New means the use of land or buildings for any
The scope of PDP definition of “DEPARTMENT | activity undertaken for the purposes of
OF CONSERVATION ACTIVITY” is too narrow protecting and/or enhancing the natural,
and does not adequately address the full range of | historic and/or ecological values of a natural
conservation activities including weed and pest or historic resource. It includes ancillary
control for biosecurity and biodiversity activities activities which assist to enhance the
public’s appreciation and recreational
enjoyment of the resource, including weed
and pest control and the intermittent use of
aircraft for conservation purposes.
Definitions DAY n/a NZAAA seeks to have the definition of a DAY as | Add a new definition:
it relates to agricultural aviation activities added
New to the definitions to support the proposed A “Day” as it relates to agricultural aircraft

alternative wording in GRUZ-R14 and NZAAA'’s
proposed rule for NOSZ

activities;

means 10.5 hours aircraft hours conducted
between the beginning of civil morning
twilight (MCT) and the end of civil evening
twilight (ECT).

NOTE. A day is defined in the Civil Aviation
rules as: the hours between—

(1) the beginning of morning civil twilight,
which is when the centre

of the rising sun’s disc is 6 degrees below
the horizon; and

(2) the end of evening civil twilight, which
is when the centre of the




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
setting sun’s disc is 6 degrees below the
horizon
Definitions HELICOPTER n/a NZAAA seeks to have a definition of a Helicopter | Add a new definition:

LANDING AREA Landing Area included in the plan
Helicopter landing area;

New means any area of land, building, or
structure intended or designed to be used,
whether wholly or partly, for helicopter
movement or servicing

Definitions IMPROVED Support NZAAA supports the definition of improved Retain the definition
PASTURE pasture as defined in the National Policy
Statement for Freshwater Management 2020
(NPSFM 2020)
Definition PLANTATION Support in NZAAA supports the definition of Plantation Add to the definition:
FORESTRY part Forestry and seeks to have agricultural aviation
added to the definition b. includes all associated forestry infrastructure
and agricultural aviation activities; but
Definitions PRIMARY Support NZAAA supports the definition that is consistent | Retain the definition
PRODUCTION with the NPS definition
Definitions RURAL AIRSTRIP n/a NZAAA seeks to have a definition of a Rural Add a new definition:
Airstrip included in the plan
New Rural airstrip;

means any defined area of land intended or
designed to be used, whether wholly or




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
partly, for the landing, departure, movement,
or servicing of aircraft in the rural area.
Definitions Hazardous facility Support in The definition of hazardous facility is relevantto | Amend the definition of hazardous facility by:
part HS-R1. deleting ‘on site’ from clause 8

The mixing and application of hazardous Amend clause 3 by:

substances for pest control should not be limited | deleting ‘land-based’ and ‘which are not

to ‘the site’ as defined in the plan. Mixing may located in a drinking water’

occur at a mixing point but application is on land

other than ‘the site’.

Land based primary production is not defined in

the Plan but ‘primary production’ is. Clause 3

should refer to ‘primary production’.

Also ‘which are not located in a drinking water’

Agrichemicals should be stored in accordance

with NZS8409:2021 to ensure that they are safely

stored.
District-wide SD-02 Support NZAAA supports strategies that recognise, Retain the strategy
matters protect and enhance indigenous vegetation and

Strategic Direction
The Natural and
Historic
Environment

native flora and fauna




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
District-wide SD-09 Support in NZAAA supports strategies that enable primary | Amend SD-0O9 as follows:
matters part production, protect versatile soils, and manage
Strategic Direction reverse sensitivities. Amend: A range of primarily productive
Rural Areas activities to A range of primary productive
However clause ii) refers to ‘intensive activities’ activities.
which isn’t defined so it is unclear what it refers
to. The focus should be on ensuring that sensitive | Delete clause ii)
activities don't affect primary production.
Amend clause iii): ensuring that sensitive
Clause iii) seeks to manage ‘new sensitive activities do not adversely affect primary
activities’. NZAAA seeks that the plan ensure that | production, including reverse sensitivity
sensitive activities do not adversely affect primary | effects.
production, including reverse sensitivity effects.
District Wide HS-R1 Oppose in NZAAA seeks to ensure that the definition of Amend the definition of hazardous facility
Hazards and Risk part hazardous facility is amended to ensure that as sought above.
Hazardous agrichemicals and fertilisers are able to be used
substances as a permitted activity within the ‘sensitive
environments’ as defined in the Plan.
It is important that weed and pest control can
occur within these areas.
District-wide ECO-02 Support NZAAA supports objectives that seek to maintain | Retain the objective
matters and enhance indigenous biodiversity
NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT

VALUES




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Ecosystems and
indigenous
biodiversity
District-wide ECO-P1 Support NZAAA supports policies that provide for the Retain the policy
matters management of pest plants and pest animals to
NATURAL enhance biodiversity values
ENVIRONMENT
VALUES
Ecosystems and
indigenous
biodiversity
District-wide ECO-P3 Supportin NZAAA supports the protection of indigenous Retain the policy and adding to the policy:
matters part biodiversity but the policy should provide for
NATURAL weed and pest control to maintain biodiversity Protect indigenous biodiversity by providing
ENVIRONMENT values for weed and pest control to maintain and
VALUES enhance biodiversity and, managing
Ecosystems and the clearance of indigenous vegetation in the
indigenous following sensitive areas
biodiversity
District-wide ECO-R1 (1) Support NZAAA supports the rule that allows for the Retain the rule
matters Significant Natural clearance of indigenous vegetation for biosecurity
NATURAL Areas Overlay purposes and the removal of pest plants and
ENVIRONMENT animals.
VALUES
Ecosystems and Further, NZAAA notes that clearance of native
indigenous vegetation is a permitted activity below 900 mts

biodiversity

and slope is less than 30o0.
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Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose

District-wide ECO-R1(2) Support NZAAA supports the rule that allows for the Retain the rule

matters Within 50m of any clearance of indigenous vegetation for biosecurity

NATURAL wetland purposes, the removal of pest plants and

ENVIRONMENT Within 20m of any animals, grown up under plantation forestry or

VALUES waterbody or spring within an area of improved pasture

Ecosystems and In CE within 20m of

indigenous MHWS

biodiversity Land with average

slope of 300 or
greater

General District NOISE-O1 Support Noise effects being compatible with the zone is Ensure that the rural zones are not

Wide Matters appropriate but it needs to be recognised that the | described as ‘quiet’ and that noise

Noise rural zone is not a ‘quiet’ area. associated with primary production
activities is anticipated.

General District NOISE-O2 Oppose in Primary production activities in the Rural Zone Retain NOISE-O2 and add:

Wide Matters part should not be constrained by reverse sensitivity | The Airport, Raceway, State Highway, railway

Noise effects arising from noise sensitive activities. lines and the Port and activities located within
commercial, mixed use and Industrial zones or
primary production activities in rural zones,
are not constrained by reverse sensitivity
effects arising from noise sensitive activities.

General District NOISE-P1 Supportin Noise effects being compatible with the zone is Ensure that the rural zones are not

Wide Matters part appropriate but it needs to be recognised in the described as ‘quiet’ and that noise

Noise description of the rural zone that it is not a ‘quiet’ | associated with primary production

area.

activities is anticipated.




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose

General District NOISE-P5 Reverse | Support in Reverse sensitivity effects are not limited to the Delete reference to ‘higher noise

Wide Matters sensitivity part ‘higher noise environments’ listed in the policy. environments’ in NOISE-P5,

Noise
NZAAA seeks to have noise sensitive activities or
managed in rural zones to ensure that reverse
sensitivity effects on primary production is Include a specific policy for reverse
avoided. sensitivity from noise sensitive activities in

rural zones.

General District NOISE-R1 Supportin NZAAA supports the exemption for aircraft using | Retain the rule and add:

Wide Matters part airstrips and helicopter landing sites for activities

Noise in the rural zone that complies with GRUZ-R14. 10. Aircraft using airstrips and helicopter

landing sites for activities in the Natural

NZAAA seeks an exemption to the provisions of | Open Space zone that complies with
NOISE-R1 for aircraft using airstrips and NOSZ- (Rule numbering to be determined)
helicopter landing sites for activities in the Natural
Open Space zone that complies with the rule Include definitions of HELICOPTER
proposed by NZAAA in this document (NOSZ).It | LANDING AREA and RURAL AIRSTRIP as
is important that there is the ability to use aircraft | sought above
for weed and pest control for conservation
activities outside of the rural zones.

Area-specific GRUZ-02 Supportin The description of the rural zone is important to Amend GRUZ-02 by adding:

matters General part ensure that it adequately describes that it can be | 2. a working environment of mostly utilitarian

Rural Zone

a noisy environment.

Noise in the rural zone is from primary production
and associated activities. Sensitive activities
locating in a rural zone should not be anticipating
a higher level of amenity in a working rural

buildings and structures where primary
production and associated activities
generates noise, odour, light overspill and
traffic, often on a cyclic and seasonable basis;

Delete clause 3:




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
production environment. This is inconsistent with | higher levels of amenity immediately around
GRUZ-03 which seeks to protect primary sensitive activities and zone boundaries
production from sensitive activities
Area-specific GRUZ-03 Support in NZAAA supports recognising the importance of Retain the objective and add::
matters General part primary production and its long-term protection The land resource of the General Rural Zone is
Rural Zone but should be clear that it is reverse sensitivity not diminished by activities with no functional or
effects from sensitive activities that it is protected | operational need to locate in the General rural
from. zone, and primary production is protected from
reverse sensitivity effects and sensitive
activities.
Area-specific GRUZ-04 Oppose in GRUZ-04 refers to ‘intensive activities’ which Delete GRUZ-04
matters General part isn’'t defined so it is unclear what it refers to. The
Rural Zone focus should be on ensuring that sensitive or
activities don't affect primary production.
Amend GRUZ-04:
Sensitive activities locating in rural zones should | Sensitive activities locating in the General
recognise that they are locating in a working rural | Rural Zone anticipate effects that are
production environment so ‘protecting’ their generated by primary production activities
amenity is inappropriate. and the boundary of the rural zones are
managed through setbacks.
It is unclear what ‘land close to’ residential, rural
settlement, Maori purpose and Open space
zones would be. Management of the boundary
interface should be through the use of setbacks.
Area-specific GRUZ-P1 Supportin NZAAA supports the enabling of primary Amend GRUZ-P1:
matters General part production activities Enable a range of primary production and

Rural Zone

associated activities where they:




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
NZAAA seeks to have agricultural aviation 1.
acknowledged as part of the rural character 2....
3. meet the standards and requirements to
avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on
the environment
Add 4:
4. enabling a range of compatible activities
that support primary production activities,
including ancillary activities, and
agricultural aviation.
Area-specific GRUZ-P2 Support Use of separation distances are supported. Retain GRUZ-P2
matters General
Rural Zone
Area-specific GRUZ-P5 Support NZAAA supports the protection for primary Retain the policy
matters General production activities from reverse sensitivity
Rural Zone effects
Area-specific GRUZ-P10 Support Providing for conservation activities in the Retain the policy and:
matters General General Rural Zone is supported but NZAAA Amend the definition of DEPARTMENT OF
Rural Zone seeks to ensure that the definition of conservation | CONSERVATION ACTIVITY as sought
activities is amended as sought above. above.
Area-specific GRUZ-R10 Supportin Provision should be made for equipment used for | Retain the rule and add:
matters General part weed and pest control Land, buildings, structures and equipment,

Rural Zone

machinery, vehicles and aircraft are used for;
or
Weed and pest control




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Area-specific GRUZ-R14 Oppose NZAAA supports the enabling of the use of rural | Amend heading to Use of Rural Airstrips

matters General
Rural Zone

Use of airstrips
and helicopter
landing sites

airstrips and helicopter landing sites for primary
production purposes as a permitted activity
however the proposed rule is overly complex and
the proposed setbacks will be unduly restrictive
which are not supported or justified by the s32
Report.

NZAAA seeks an alternative rule that will be
enabling.

and Helicopter Landing Areas

Delete PER 1, 2 & 3 wording:

PER-1

The flights are for emergency purposes
such as medical evacuations, search and
rescue, firefighting or civil defence; or

PER-2
The use is for primary production including
spraying, stock
management, fertiliser application or frost
1. _amaximum of seven days within
any three month period where the
airstrip or helicopter landing site is
setback between 500m-1,000m from:
a. any Residential zone; and
b. the notional boundary of
a building containing a noise
sensitive activity, not located
on the site of the airstrip or
helicopter land site; or
2. the airstrip or helicopter
landing site is setback greater than
1,000m from:
a. any Residential zone; and
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Plan section

Plan provision

Support /
Oppose

Reason

Decision sought

b. the notional boundary of
a building containing a noise
sensitive activity, not located
on the site of the airstrip or
helicopter land site; or

PER-3
Take offs or landings must not exceed 10
per month; and the airstrip or landing site is
setback a minimum of 500m from:
1. any Residential zone; and
2. the notional boundary of
a building containing a noise
sensitive activity not located on
the site of the airstrip or
helicopter land site.

Insert alternative wording:

“Agricultural aviation activities for the
purpose primary production or conservation
on a seasonal, temporary or intermittent
basis for a period up to 30 days in any 12
month period or 315 aircraft hours
(whichever is the greater).”

Amend activity status where compliance not
achieved to Restricted Discretionary



https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/254/0/0/0/93

Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Area-specific NOSZ-P1 Support NZAAA supports activities that protect, maintain | Retain the policy
matters Natural and enhance biodiversity
Open Spaces
Area-specific NOSZ-P3 Support in Conservation activities are not limited to Amend NOSZ-P3:
matters Natural part Department of Conservation activities. A new Enable conservation activities that will
Open Spaces definition is sought for conservation activities that | enhance or protect the open space zone
includes the wider range of conservation activities
that can be undertaken, including weed and pest | Include a new definition for
control. CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES as sought
above.
Area-specific NOSZ-additional n/a NZAAA seeks to have the use of airstrips and Add to NOSZ permitted activity rule:

matters Natural
Open Spaces

permitted activity
rule

New

helicopter landing sites for conservation purposes
as a permitted activity

“Agricultural aviation activities for the
purpose of conservation on a seasonal,
temporary or intermittent basis for a period
up to 30 days in any 12 month period or 315
aircraft hours (whichever is the greater).”
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Background
The New Zealand Agricultural Aviation Association (NZAAA), a division of Aviation New Zealand

(AvNZ), represents fixed-wing and helicopter operators engaged in applying fertilisers, agrichemicals,
and vertebrate toxic agents (VTA’s) for the purposes of:

° Rural production

° Forestry production

° Crop protection and disease control
° Weed and pest control

° Biosecurity threats

° Biodiversity and conservation values

The industry is made up of circa 109 Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) certificated organisations operating
circa 76 fixed-wing aircraft and 248 helicopters. Services provided by our industry add an estimated
$2.5BN annually to primary production for the NZ economy alone.

Agricultural aircraft are crucial in maintaining and enhancing production, responding to biosecurity
threats, and protecting biodiversity values including farming, plantation forestry, public land, and
conservation land.

Restrictive district plan requirements can adversely affect the ability of aerial operators to undertake
and respond (particularly to biosecurity and biosecurity threats) so the industry seeks to ensure the use
of airstrips and helicopter landing areas for agricultural aviation activities on an intermittent basis are
adequately provided for in plans.

General submission

NZAAA seeks to ensure that agricultural aviation activities are provided for within the Plan, including
activities for primary production (farming and forestry production), biosecurity, and biodiversity
(conservation).

The Plan has provisions for the intermittent use of aircraft for primary production activities undertaken
for a limited duration, in the General Rural Zone. The provisions do not entirely meet the objectives and
policies that “enable primary production” because they are overly complex and the proposed setbacks
would be unduly restrictive in many operational situations.

The Plan does not address the intermittent use of airstrips and helicopter landing areas for biosecurity
or biodiversity activities in “Natural Open Space Zones” that includes DOC land.

Plan objectives and policies include “strategies that recognise, protect and enhance indigenous
vegetation and native flora and fauna.” DOC undertakes extensive weed and pest control and
eradication programs throughout the area. Agricultural aircraft activities are critical tools in meeting
these objectives.

Agencies such as LINZ, Thfree NZ (OSPRI), DOC, Predator Free 20250 (Zero Invasive Predators) and
the Regional Council undertake weed and pest control activities on public lands, riverbeds, riverbanks,



lakes, and lake shorelines. Additionally, agencies such as MPI and the Regional Council have an
interest in the expeditious use of aircraft to control biosecurity threats such as wilding pines and
disease threats to exotic and native vegetation. Forestry companies have an interest in controlling
disease outbreaks such as Dothystroma.

NZAAA seeks to have the intermittent use of airstrips and helicopter landing areas for biosecurity or
biodiversity and conservation activities included as a permitted activity.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE.........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiicee



NZAAA SPECIFIC SUBMISSION’s

Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Definitions AGRICULTURAL n/a NZAAA seeks to have agricultural aviation Add a new definition:
AVIATION defined to include primary production, biosecurity,
ACTIVITIES and conservation activities undertaken by Agricultural aviation activities;
agricultural aviation means the intermittent operation of an
New aircraft from a rural airstrip or helicopter
landing area for primary production
activities, and; conservation activities for
biosecurity, or biodiversity purposes;
including stock management, and the
application of fertiliser, agrichemicals, or
vertebrate toxic agents (VTA’s). For clarity,
aircraft includes fixed-wing aeroplanes,
helicopters, and unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAV’s).
Definitions AIRCRAFT n/a NZAAA seeks to have the definition of an aircraft | Add a new definition:
included as defined by the RMA to future-proof
New the plan Aircraft;

means _any machine that can derive
support _in_the atmosphere from the
reactions of the air otherwise than by
the reactions of the air against

the surface of the earth




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Definitions CONSERVATION n/a NZAAA seeks to have the definition of Add a new definition:
ACTIVITY Conservation activity amended to reflect a
broader range of conservation activities Conservation activity;
New means the use of land or buildings for any
The scope of PDP definition of “DEPARTMENT | activity undertaken for the purposes of
OF CONSERVATION ACTIVITY” is too narrow protecting and/or enhancing the natural,
and does not adequately address the full range of | historic and/or ecological values of a natural
conservation activities including weed and pest or historic resource. It includes ancillary
control for biosecurity and biodiversity activities activities which assist to enhance the
public’s appreciation and recreational
enjoyment of the resource, including weed
and pest control and the intermittent use of
aircraft for conservation purposes.
Definitions DAY n/a NZAAA seeks to have the definition of a DAY as | Add a new definition:
it relates to agricultural aviation activities added
New to the definitions to support the proposed A “Day” as it relates to agricultural aircraft

alternative wording in GRUZ-R14 and NZAAA'’s
proposed rule for NOSZ

activities;

means 10.5 hours aircraft hours conducted
between the beginning of civil morning
twilight (MCT) and the end of civil evening
twilight (ECT).

NOTE. A day is defined in the Civil Aviation
rules as: the hours between—

(1) the beginning of morning civil twilight,
which is when the centre

of the rising sun’s disc is 6 degrees below
the horizon; and

(2) the end of evening civil twilight, which
is when the centre of the




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
setting sun’s disc is 6 degrees below the
horizon
Definitions HELICOPTER n/a NZAAA seeks to have a definition of a Helicopter | Add a new definition:

LANDING AREA Landing Area included in the plan
Helicopter landing area;

New means any area of land, building, or
structure intended or designed to be used,
whether wholly or partly, for helicopter
movement or servicing

Definitions IMPROVED Support NZAAA supports the definition of improved Retain the definition
PASTURE pasture as defined in the National Policy
Statement for Freshwater Management 2020
(NPSFM 2020)
Definition PLANTATION Support in NZAAA supports the definition of Plantation Add to the definition:
FORESTRY part Forestry and seeks to have agricultural aviation
added to the definition b. includes all associated forestry infrastructure
and agricultural aviation activities; but
Definitions PRIMARY Support NZAAA supports the definition that is consistent | Retain the definition
PRODUCTION with the NPS definition
Definitions RURAL AIRSTRIP n/a NZAAA seeks to have a definition of a Rural Add a new definition:
Airstrip included in the plan
New Rural airstrip;

means any defined area of land intended or
designed to be used, whether wholly or




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
partly, for the landing, departure, movement,
or servicing of aircraft in the rural area.
Definitions Hazardous facility Support in The definition of hazardous facility is relevantto | Amend the definition of hazardous facility by:
part HS-R1. deleting ‘on site’ from clause 8

The mixing and application of hazardous Amend clause 3 by:

substances for pest control should not be limited | deleting ‘land-based’ and ‘which are not

to ‘the site’ as defined in the plan. Mixing may located in a drinking water’

occur at a mixing point but application is on land

other than ‘the site’.

Land based primary production is not defined in

the Plan but ‘primary production’ is. Clause 3

should refer to ‘primary production’.

Also ‘which are not located in a drinking water’

Agrichemicals should be stored in accordance

with NZS8409:2021 to ensure that they are safely

stored.
District-wide SD-02 Support NZAAA supports strategies that recognise, Retain the strategy
matters protect and enhance indigenous vegetation and

Strategic Direction
The Natural and
Historic
Environment

native flora and fauna




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
District-wide SD-09 Support in NZAAA supports strategies that enable primary | Amend SD-0O9 as follows:
matters part production, protect versatile soils, and manage
Strategic Direction reverse sensitivities. Amend: A range of primarily productive
Rural Areas activities to A range of primary productive
However clause ii) refers to ‘intensive activities’ activities.
which isn’t defined so it is unclear what it refers
to. The focus should be on ensuring that sensitive | Delete clause ii)
activities don't affect primary production.
Amend clause iii): ensuring that sensitive
Clause iii) seeks to manage ‘new sensitive activities do not adversely affect primary
activities’. NZAAA seeks that the plan ensure that | production, including reverse sensitivity
sensitive activities do not adversely affect primary | effects.
production, including reverse sensitivity effects.
District Wide HS-R1 Oppose in NZAAA seeks to ensure that the definition of Amend the definition of hazardous facility
Hazards and Risk part hazardous facility is amended to ensure that as sought above.
Hazardous agrichemicals and fertilisers are able to be used
substances as a permitted activity within the ‘sensitive
environments’ as defined in the Plan.
It is important that weed and pest control can
occur within these areas.
District-wide ECO-02 Support NZAAA supports objectives that seek to maintain | Retain the objective
matters and enhance indigenous biodiversity
NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT

VALUES




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Ecosystems and
indigenous
biodiversity
District-wide ECO-P1 Support NZAAA supports policies that provide for the Retain the policy
matters management of pest plants and pest animals to
NATURAL enhance biodiversity values
ENVIRONMENT
VALUES
Ecosystems and
indigenous
biodiversity
District-wide ECO-P3 Supportin NZAAA supports the protection of indigenous Retain the policy and adding to the policy:
matters part biodiversity but the policy should provide for
NATURAL weed and pest control to maintain biodiversity Protect indigenous biodiversity by providing
ENVIRONMENT values for weed and pest control to maintain and
VALUES enhance biodiversity and, managing
Ecosystems and the clearance of indigenous vegetation in the
indigenous following sensitive areas
biodiversity
District-wide ECO-R1 (1) Support NZAAA supports the rule that allows for the Retain the rule
matters Significant Natural clearance of indigenous vegetation for biosecurity
NATURAL Areas Overlay purposes and the removal of pest plants and
ENVIRONMENT animals.
VALUES
Ecosystems and Further, NZAAA notes that clearance of native
indigenous vegetation is a permitted activity below 900 mts

biodiversity

and slope is less than 30o0.
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Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose

District-wide ECO-R1(2) Support NZAAA supports the rule that allows for the Retain the rule

matters Within 50m of any clearance of indigenous vegetation for biosecurity

NATURAL wetland purposes, the removal of pest plants and

ENVIRONMENT Within 20m of any animals, grown up under plantation forestry or

VALUES waterbody or spring within an area of improved pasture

Ecosystems and In CE within 20m of

indigenous MHWS

biodiversity Land with average

slope of 300 or
greater

General District NOISE-O1 Support Noise effects being compatible with the zone is Ensure that the rural zones are not

Wide Matters appropriate but it needs to be recognised that the | described as ‘quiet’ and that noise

Noise rural zone is not a ‘quiet’ area. associated with primary production
activities is anticipated.

General District NOISE-O2 Oppose in Primary production activities in the Rural Zone Retain NOISE-O2 and add:

Wide Matters part should not be constrained by reverse sensitivity | The Airport, Raceway, State Highway, railway

Noise effects arising from noise sensitive activities. lines and the Port and activities located within
commercial, mixed use and Industrial zones or
primary production activities in rural zones,
are not constrained by reverse sensitivity
effects arising from noise sensitive activities.

General District NOISE-P1 Supportin Noise effects being compatible with the zone is Ensure that the rural zones are not

Wide Matters part appropriate but it needs to be recognised in the described as ‘quiet’ and that noise

Noise description of the rural zone that it is not a ‘quiet’ | associated with primary production

area.

activities is anticipated.




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose

General District NOISE-P5 Reverse | Support in Reverse sensitivity effects are not limited to the Delete reference to ‘higher noise

Wide Matters sensitivity part ‘higher noise environments’ listed in the policy. environments’ in NOISE-P5,

Noise
NZAAA seeks to have noise sensitive activities or
managed in rural zones to ensure that reverse
sensitivity effects on primary production is Include a specific policy for reverse
avoided. sensitivity from noise sensitive activities in

rural zones.

General District NOISE-R1 Supportin NZAAA supports the exemption for aircraft using | Retain the rule and add:

Wide Matters part airstrips and helicopter landing sites for activities

Noise in the rural zone that complies with GRUZ-R14. 10. Aircraft using airstrips and helicopter

landing sites for activities in the Natural

NZAAA seeks an exemption to the provisions of | Open Space zone that complies with
NOISE-R1 for aircraft using airstrips and NOSZ- (Rule numbering to be determined)
helicopter landing sites for activities in the Natural
Open Space zone that complies with the rule Include definitions of HELICOPTER
proposed by NZAAA in this document (NOSZ).It | LANDING AREA and RURAL AIRSTRIP as
is important that there is the ability to use aircraft | sought above
for weed and pest control for conservation
activities outside of the rural zones.

Area-specific GRUZ-02 Supportin The description of the rural zone is important to Amend GRUZ-02 by adding:

matters General part ensure that it adequately describes that it can be | 2. a working environment of mostly utilitarian

Rural Zone

a noisy environment.

Noise in the rural zone is from primary production
and associated activities. Sensitive activities
locating in a rural zone should not be anticipating
a higher level of amenity in a working rural

buildings and structures where primary
production and associated activities
generates noise, odour, light overspill and
traffic, often on a cyclic and seasonable basis;

Delete clause 3:




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
production environment. This is inconsistent with | higher levels of amenity immediately around
GRUZ-03 which seeks to protect primary sensitive activities and zone boundaries
production from sensitive activities
Area-specific GRUZ-03 Support in NZAAA supports recognising the importance of Retain the objective and add::
matters General part primary production and its long-term protection The land resource of the General Rural Zone is
Rural Zone but should be clear that it is reverse sensitivity not diminished by activities with no functional or
effects from sensitive activities that it is protected | operational need to locate in the General rural
from. zone, and primary production is protected from
reverse sensitivity effects and sensitive
activities.
Area-specific GRUZ-04 Oppose in GRUZ-04 refers to ‘intensive activities’ which Delete GRUZ-04
matters General part isn’'t defined so it is unclear what it refers to. The
Rural Zone focus should be on ensuring that sensitive or
activities don't affect primary production.
Amend GRUZ-04:
Sensitive activities locating in rural zones should | Sensitive activities locating in the General
recognise that they are locating in a working rural | Rural Zone anticipate effects that are
production environment so ‘protecting’ their generated by primary production activities
amenity is inappropriate. and the boundary of the rural zones are
managed through setbacks.
It is unclear what ‘land close to’ residential, rural
settlement, Maori purpose and Open space
zones would be. Management of the boundary
interface should be through the use of setbacks.
Area-specific GRUZ-P1 Supportin NZAAA supports the enabling of primary Amend GRUZ-P1:
matters General part production activities Enable a range of primary production and

Rural Zone

associated activities where they:




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
NZAAA seeks to have agricultural aviation 1.
acknowledged as part of the rural character 2....
3. meet the standards and requirements to
avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on
the environment
Add 4:
4. enabling a range of compatible activities
that support primary production activities,
including ancillary activities, and
agricultural aviation.
Area-specific GRUZ-P2 Support Use of separation distances are supported. Retain GRUZ-P2
matters General
Rural Zone
Area-specific GRUZ-P5 Support NZAAA supports the protection for primary Retain the policy
matters General production activities from reverse sensitivity
Rural Zone effects
Area-specific GRUZ-P10 Support Providing for conservation activities in the Retain the policy and:
matters General General Rural Zone is supported but NZAAA Amend the definition of DEPARTMENT OF
Rural Zone seeks to ensure that the definition of conservation | CONSERVATION ACTIVITY as sought
activities is amended as sought above. above.
Area-specific GRUZ-R10 Supportin Provision should be made for equipment used for | Retain the rule and add:
matters General part weed and pest control Land, buildings, structures and equipment,

Rural Zone

machinery, vehicles and aircraft are used for;
or
Weed and pest control




Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Area-specific GRUZ-R14 Oppose NZAAA supports the enabling of the use of rural | Amend heading to Use of Rural Airstrips

matters General
Rural Zone

Use of airstrips
and helicopter
landing sites

airstrips and helicopter landing sites for primary
production purposes as a permitted activity
however the proposed rule is overly complex and
the proposed setbacks will be unduly restrictive
which are not supported or justified by the s32
Report.

NZAAA seeks an alternative rule that will be
enabling.

and Helicopter Landing Areas

Delete PER 1, 2 & 3 wording:

PER-1

The flights are for emergency purposes
such as medical evacuations, search and
rescue, firefighting or civil defence; or

PER-2
The use is for primary production including
spraying, stock
management, fertiliser application or frost
1. _amaximum of seven days within
any three month period where the
airstrip or helicopter landing site is
setback between 500m-1,000m from:
a. any Residential zone; and
b. the notional boundary of
a building containing a noise
sensitive activity, not located
on the site of the airstrip or
helicopter land site; or
2. the airstrip or helicopter
landing site is setback greater than
1,000m from:
a. any Residential zone; and
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Plan provision
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Oppose
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Decision sought

b. the notional boundary of
a building containing a noise
sensitive activity, not located
on the site of the airstrip or
helicopter land site; or

PER-3
Take offs or landings must not exceed 10
per month; and the airstrip or landing site is
setback a minimum of 500m from:
1. any Residential zone; and
2. the notional boundary of
a building containing a noise
sensitive activity not located on
the site of the airstrip or
helicopter land site.

Insert alternative wording:

“Agricultural aviation activities for the
purpose primary production or conservation
on a seasonal, temporary or intermittent
basis for a period up to 30 days in any 12
month period or 315 aircraft hours
(whichever is the greater).”

Amend activity status where compliance not
achieved to Restricted Discretionary
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Plan section Plan provision Support / Reason Decision sought
Oppose
Area-specific NOSZ-P1 Support NZAAA supports activities that protect, maintain | Retain the policy
matters Natural and enhance biodiversity
Open Spaces
Area-specific NOSZ-P3 Support in Conservation activities are not limited to Amend NOSZ-P3:
matters Natural part Department of Conservation activities. A new Enable conservation activities that will
Open Spaces definition is sought for conservation activities that | enhance or protect the open space zone
includes the wider range of conservation activities
that can be undertaken, including weed and pest | Include a new definition for
control. CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES as sought
above.
Area-specific NOSZ-additional n/a NZAAA seeks to have the use of airstrips and Add to NOSZ permitted activity rule:

matters Natural
Open Spaces

permitted activity
rule

New

helicopter landing sites for conservation purposes
as a permitted activity

“Agricultural aviation activities for the
purpose of conservation on a seasonal,
temporary or intermittent basis for a period
up to 30 days in any 12 month period or 315
aircraft hours (whichever is the greater).”
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