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To: The Registrar  

Environment Court  

Christchurch 

 

1. Transpower New Zealand Limited (Transpower) gives notice that it wishes to 

become party to the appeal by Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society (Forest and 

Bird) against the decisions of the Timaru District Council (Council) on the Timaru 

Proposed District Plan (PDP).  

 

2. Transpower is a person who made a submission about the subject matter of the 

proceedings (submissions #159 and further submission #159.1FS – 159.89FS). 

Transpower either made a submission on the relevant submissions appealed, or 

the appeal points concern the same subject matter and issues that are prevalent 

throughout its submissions.  

 

3. Transpower is also a person who has an interest in the proceedings that is greater 

than the interest that the general public has for the reasons set out in its Appeal 

ENV-2026-CHC-045 at paragraphs 5 to 11. 

 

4. Transpower is not a trade competitor for the purposes of section 308D or 308CA of 

the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). 

 

5. Transpower is interested in the appeal points advanced by Forest and Bird in 

relation to SD-O2, the EI Chapter Introduction, EI-O2, EI-P2, EI-P5, EI-P6, EI Rules 

Section A, EI-R10, ECO-P1, ECO-P3, ECO-P4, ECO-P5, ECO-P8, ECO-R1, NFL-P4, CE-

O5, CE-P9, and CE-R7, as set out in Appendix 1 to this notice.  

 

6. All relief sought is opposed or conditionally opposed, except for one point of relief 

that is supported. Reasons for its position on the Forest and Bird appeal include 

that parts of the proceedings may or will affect its ability to operate, maintain, 

develop and upgrade the National Grid, and may or will not give effect to the 

National Policy Statement on Electricity Networks (NPS-EN). Transpower’s reasons 

for its position also include that the relief sought in the proceedings may or will 

conflict with the relief included in its Appeal. 
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7. Transpower agrees to participate in mediation or other alternative dispute 

resolution for this proceeding.  

 

 

DATED this 27th day of May 2026 

 

 

 

  
S J Scott / S L Richardson 

Counsel for Transpower New Zealand 
 Limited 

 
 
 
Address for service of interested party  
 
Sarah Scott / Shanae Richardson 
Counsel for Transpower New Zealand Limited  
Simpson Grierson, Level 1, 151 Cambridge Terrace, Christchurch  
PO Box 874 Christchurch 8140  
sarah.scott@simpsongrierson.com / shanae.richardson@simpsongrierson.com  
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Appendix 1: Appeal points to join 

Provision appealed  Appellants relief sought Transpower’s position on relief and reason 

Strategic Directions  

SD-O2  

The Natural and Historic 
Environment 

Delete the words “outside the National Grid” from SD-O2(5) and (6). Oppose. 

 

Transpower has also sought the deletion of these 
words in its Notice of Appeal, but that relief is 
alongside separate relief seeking a new limb in SD-
O2 that would apply to the National Grid. 

 

The effect of the Forest and Bird relief is different – 
in that SD-02(5) and (6) would apply to the National 
Grid. That approach is more stringent than required 
by higher order instruments and does not give 
effect to those instruments. 

Energy and Infrastructure 
Chapter – Introduction 

Under “Give effect to the following national documents, remove the reference to the NZCPS:  

“3. the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010 (NZCPS).”  

 

Add the explanation of the objective and policy relationship with zone chapters (from Policy IE-P6) to the EI introduction. 

 

Add an explanation of the relationship with Overlay chapters similar to that set out in the overview of the NFL chapter: 

Except for the Port of Timaru operations, when considering activities involving regionally significant infrastructure or 

lifeline utilities, in the event of a conflict between the objectives and policies of this chapter and those of a zone chapter, 

the objectives and policies of this chapter are to be given greater weight.  

The rules within Part 2 District-Wide Matters chapters also apply to regionally significant infrastructure and other 

infrastructure. When considering any resource consent required under the rules in this chapter for regionally significant 

infrastructure and other infrastructure, the objectives and policies of both this chapter and those relating to overlays 

and areas set out under Policy EI-P2(1)(a) in other chapters also apply. 

Oppose. 

 

The relief sought in respect of giving effect to the 
New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS) is 
contrary to Transpower’s Appeal relief that EI-P5 
gives effect to the NZCPS. This is also a statutory 
requirement. 

 

Similarly, the replacement text is opposed because 
it has the potential to conflict with Transpower’s 
relief on EI-P5.  

 

EI-O2  

Adverse effects of Regionally 
Significant Infrastructure 

Delete EI-O2: Adverse effects of infrastructure, including regionally significant infrastructure and lifeline utilities Oppose. 

 

Transpower supports EI-02, in particular clause (3). 
Its deletion would leave the associated policies (in 
particular EI-P5) without a supporting objective that 
addresses the adverse effects of infrastructure. 

EI-P2  

Managing adverse effects of 
regionally significant 
infrastructure and lifeline 

Split Policy EI-P2 into two parts and amend as follows (appeal relief shown in blue text):  

 

Oppose. 

 

https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/208/0/0/0/117
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/208/0/0/0/117
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/208/0/0/0/117
https://timaru.isoplan.co.nz/eplan/rules/0/208/0/0/0/117
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Provision appealed  Appellants relief sought Transpower’s position on relief and reason 

utilities and other 
infrastructure   

 

 

 

While amendments to EI-P2 are not relevant to 
Transpower because the relief retains the exclusion 
for the National Grid in that Policy, the new EI-P2X 
Policy sought by Forest and Bird that would apply to 
‘all environments’ does not include the same 
exclusion since it does not refer to EI-P5. 

 

Transpower would be neutral on new EI-P2X if it 
included the same exclusion for the National Grid. 

 

In respect of the overall relief in the appeal point, 
Transpower’s interest is that any changes also give 
effect to the NPS-EN.  
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Provision appealed  Appellants relief sought Transpower’s position on relief and reason 

 

 

Make other amendments to ensure other relevant provisions in Part 2 District Wide provisions are considered and to 

give effect to Policies 11, 13 and 15 of the NZCPS and Clause 3:10(2) and cl. 3.11 of the NPSIB. 
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Provision appealed  Appellants relief sought Transpower’s position on relief and reason 

EI-P5  

Managing adverse effects of 
the National Grid 

Make amendments to Policy EI-P5, including the first sentence, clause 2, clause 3 and 3(a) to clarify the policy. Add new 

clauses 3(f) and 3(g) to address residual effects and consideration of biodiversity offsetting or compensation for any 

significant residual adverse effects on indigenous biodiversity (appeal relief shown in blue text): 

 

 

Oppose. 

 

The relief conflicts with the relief sought in 
Transpower’s Appeal in relation to EI-P5.  

 

The relief reads Policy 8 of the NPS-EN narrowly and 
without considering Policy 7. The appeal also 
appears to apply the NPS-IB to the National Grid.  
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Provision appealed  Appellants relief sought Transpower’s position on relief and reason 

EI-P6  

Application of Provisions 

Delete policy EI-P6 and move this explanation of the objective and policy relationship with zone chapters to the EI 

introduction. Add an explanation of the relationship with Overlay chapters similar to that set out in the overview of the 

NFL chapter. 

 

Insert: 

 

 

Oppose. 

 

The relief conflicts with the relief in Transpower’s 
Appeal.  

 

The  direction in EI-P6 is intended to apply to the 
relationship between the EI chapter and zone 
chapters. The relief is wider in scope, by addressing 
other district-wide chapters.  

EI Rules Section A Seeks that the heading of the rule table is amended to clarify the scope of Section A rules:  

 

Section A - Rules for Energy and Infrastructure Activities (not otherwise listed in other Sections of this EI chapter Rules, 

Sections B to G) 

Support. 

 

Transpower supports this relief as it improves the 
clarity as to the scope of rules under section A.  

EI-R10 

New overhead lines and 
associated support structures 
that convey electricity 
excluding customer 
connections 

Amend EI-R10 so that permitted activity status only applies outside the coastal environment.  

 

Add a matter of discretion for “any adverse effects on the coastal environment.” 

 

 

Oppose. 

 

In respect of Regionally Significant Infrastructure 
(RSI), the relief is not necessary because there are 
rules in the Coastal Environment chapter for RSI. 
The relief should be refined to reflect this and 
prevent duplication or overlap. 
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Provision appealed  Appellants relief sought Transpower’s position on relief and reason 

ECO-P1 

Assessment and identification 
of significant indigenous 
biodiversity 

Add a new ECO-PX providing direction for areas identified as meeting APP5 criteria that are not included in SCHED7. 

 

 

Amend ECO-P1 as follows:  

 

 

Oppose. 

 

Given the broad nature of proposed policy ECO-PX 
and its protection directive, Transpower’s interest 
is ensuring that the National Grid specific policy 
EI-P5 and its Appeal Relief on EI-P5 is not 
compromised by this relief.  

 

ECO-P3  

Protection of indigenous 
biodiversity in sensitive areas 

Add: new clause 5 to ECO-P3: “5. areas of indigenous vegetation that provide habitat for Threatened, At Risk or locally 

uncommon species.” 

Oppose. 

 

ECO-P3 is not about significant indigenous 
biodiversity. The new clause is very directive as it 
would requires that indigenous biodiversity is 
‘protected’, and the inclusion of the sought clause 
would significantly widen its application. 

 

Transpower’s position could be neutral if 
Transpower’s relief on EI-P5 is agreed to. 

 

ECO-P4  

Protection for long-tailed bats 

Add new clause 3 to ECO-P4: “3. managing adverse effects on long tailed bats both within and outside the Overlay.” Oppose. 

 

The policy is very directive as it requires that long-
tailed bats are ‘protected’, and the inclusion of the 
sought clause would significantly widen its 
application. 

 

Transpower’s position could be neutral if 
Transpower’s relief on EI-P5 is agreed to. 
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Provision appealed  Appellants relief sought Transpower’s position on relief and reason 

ECO-P5  

Protection of Significant 
Natural Areas 

Amend ECO-P5 to move the exclusion of ECO-P2 to an inclusion as the first clause in the policy.  

Remove the reference to outside the coastal environment in clause 1.  

Add a requirement for RSI and other infrastructure to be in accordance with ECO-P8.  

Move the provision for National Grid to a new clause 3. 

 

 

 

The relocation of the reference to ECO-P2 does not 
alter the intent of the policy – any relocation is not 
opposed.  

 

However, the changes to the policy are opposed 
given that Transpower also opposes Forest and 
Birds relief on EI-P5 and ECO-P8. 

ECO-P8  

Indigenous biodiversity in the 
coastal environment 

Amend ECO-P8 to remove the ECO-P2 exception and to add provision for protection of indigenous biodiversity: 

 

Oppose. 

 

The exception for ECO-P2 should be retained. In 
particular Transpower supports the coverage of 
ECO-P2 in respect of clearance for health and safety 
and well-being reasons, including by enabling 
clearance of (5) “for the operation, maintenance, 
repair or minor upgrade of the National Grid”. 
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Provision appealed  Appellants relief sought Transpower’s position on relief and reason 

ECO-R1 

Clearance of indigenous 
vegetation 

Amend ECO-R1 heading by moving the exceptions for ECO-R2 and R3 activities from the heading into a note below 

permitted standards within rules ECO-R1.1 and ECO-R1.2 and as a note relating only to National Grid ECO-R3 under ECO-

R1.3. Amend ECO-R1 heading by deleting the exception for ECO-P6 activities.  

 

 

 

 

Oppose in part. 

 

Transpower understands that the appeal point  
considers that there is a ‘gap’ in the rules that do 
not cover clearance associated with the National 
Grid when outside of overlays/Significant Natural 
Areas. This is because Rule ECO-R3 only relates to 
clearance in certain “overlay” areas.  

 

However, Transpower’s understanding of ECO-R1 
(decisions version) is that ECO-R1 would apply 
because the exemption is ‘except as provided for’ 
and therefore if a particular activity is not covered 
in ECO-R3, ECO-R1 would apply.  

 

Transpower is not opposed to this being made 
clearer.  

NFL-P4  

Protecting Outstanding 
Natural Features and 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscapes 

Amend Policy NFL-P4: “X. is regionally significant infrastructure, and it is demonstrated that adverse effects are managed 

in accordance with EI-P2 and in accordance with NFL-P5 within the coastal environment, or for the National Grid, EI-

PX5.” 

 

Add new Policy NFL-P5 to incorporate Policy 15(b) of the NZCPS:  

“NFL-P5 Other natural features and landscapes in the coastal environment: Avoid significant adverse effects and avoid, 

remedy, or mitigate other adverse effects of activities on other natural features and natural landscapes in the coastal 

environment.”  

 

Include matters of discretion into all CE RDIS rules to ensure that new policy NFL-P5 and NFL-P4 are considered in consent 

processes. (see amendments in Appendix 3 CE-R1.2, CE-R2, CE-R3, CE-R4.2, CE R4.3 CE-R6.1, CE-E6.2, CE-R7, CR-R4.1, 

CE-R10) 

Oppose. 

 

The appeal relief conflicts with the relief sought in 
Transpower’s submission. Transpower opposes 
proposed NFL-P5 applying to the National Grid. 

CE-O5  

Regionally significant 
infrastructure and lifeline 
utilities 

Delete CE-O5. Oppose. 

 

Deletion of CE-O5 would relevant policies including 
EI-P5, as it applies to the coastal environment, 
without a supporting objective. 
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Provision appealed  Appellants relief sought Transpower’s position on relief and reason 

CE-P9  

Preserve the natural 
character qualities of areas 
with coastal high natural 
character 

Amend CE-P9 by deleting “for infrastructure, the development is in accordance with EI-P2” from clause 1 and clarify that 
the clause applies to the National Grid: 

 

 

Oppose in part. 

 

Transpower supports the reference to the National 
Grid, subject to Transpower’s appeal relief on EI-P5. 

CE-R7 

Land disturbance 

Delete CE-R7. 

 

Delete the definition for “land disturbance” and make consequential amendments. 

 

Alternatively amend CE-R7 as follows:  

Add the following conditions and RDIS status to CE-R7:  

“Where:  

PER-1  

Any land disturbance does not exceed the following quantum per calendar year:  

1. 150m2 within the area of the site located within the Coastal Environment Area Overlay; or 
2. 100m2 within the area of the site located within the Coastal High Natural Character Area Overlay.  

Activity status when compliance not achieved: Restricted Discretionary  

Matters of discretion are restricted to:  

1. any adverse impacts on the identified matters contained in CE P3, CE-P4, CE-P5, CE-P6, CE-P7, CE-P8 and CE-
P9; 

2. adverse effects on the habitats of indigenous species;  
3. effects from disturbance of contaminated land  
4. adverse effects on wahi tapu, sensitive or archaeological sites.”  

 

Make consequential amendments to NH-R3 for consistency with amendments sought to CE-R7 Land disturbance, within 
the coastal environment. 

Oppose. 

 

Deleting the definition of ‘land disturbance’ has 
consequences for Rule EI-R26 (Earthworks and land 
disturbance in the National Grid Yard) that are not 
resolved with the proposed drafting. 

 


