
 

 

 

 

AGENDA 

  
Environmental Services Committee 

Meeting 
Tuesday, 19 November 2024 

Date Tuesday, 19 November 2024 

Time 10.00am 

Location Council Chamber 
District Council Building 
King George Place 
Timaru 

File Reference 1719319 

 



 

 

 

Timaru District Council 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Environmental Services Committee will be held in the 
Council Chamber, District Council Building, King George Place, Timaru, on Tuesday 19 November 
2024, at 10.00am. 

Environmental Services Committee Members 

Clrs Michelle Pye (Chairperson), Owen Jackson (Deputy Chairperson), Sally Parker, Gavin Oliver, Stu 
Piddington, Allan Booth, Peter Burt, Stacey Scott, Scott Shannon, Tewera King (Mana Whenua),  and 
Mayor Nigel Bowen  

Quorum – no less than 5 members 

Local Authorities (Members’ Interests) Act 1968 

Committee members are reminded that if you have a pecuniary interest in any item on the agenda, 
then you must declare this interest and refrain from discussing or voting on this item, and are 
advised to withdraw from the meeting table. 

Paul Cooper 
Group Manager Environmental Services 
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7 Confirmation of Minutes 

7.1 Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 8 October 2024 

Author: Steph Forde, Corporate and Strategic Planner  

 
 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 8 October 2024 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting and that the Chairperson’s electronic 
signature be attached. 

 

 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 8 October 2024   
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Minutes of Timaru District Council 
Environmental Services Committee Meeting 

Held in the Council Chamber, District Council Building, King George Place, Timaru 
on Tuesday, 8 October 2024 at 10.02am 

 

Present: Michelle Pye (Chairperson), Owen Jackson (Deputy Chairperson), Sally Parker, 
Gavin Oliver, Allan Booth, Peter Burt, Stacey Scott, Scott Shannon, Mayor Nigel 
Bowen 

In Attendance:  Paul Cooper (Group Manager Environmental Services), Andrea Rankin (Chief 
Financial Officer), Justin Bagust (Chief Information Officer), Bill Steans (Parks 
and Recreation Manager), Andrea McAlister (Acting Group Manager People & 
Capability), Andrew Dixon (Group Manager Infrastructure), Jan Finlayson 
(Geraldine Community Board Member), Charles Scarsbrook (Temuka 
Community Board Member), Nicole Timney (Group Manager Property), Philip 
Howe (Museum Director), Susannah Ratahi (Land Transport Manager), Selina 
Kunac (Transport Strategic Advisor), Cara Fitzgerald (Art Gallery Manager), 
Steph Forde (Corporate and Strategic Planner), Stephen Doran (Group Manager 
Corporate and Communication), Maddison Gourlay (Marketing and 
Communications Advisor), Brendan Madley (Senior Policy Advisor), Naomi 
Scott (Community Funding Advisor), Stephen Compton (Minutes) 

1 Apologies  

1.1 Apologies Received 

Resolution 2024/26 

Moved: Clr Sally Parker 
Seconded: Clr Peter Burt 

That the Environmental Services Committee receive and accept the apology of Clr Stu Piddington 

Carried 

2 Public Forum 

There were no public forum items. 

3 Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

No items of urgent business were received. 

4 Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

No matters of a minor nature were raised. 

5 Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

No conflicts of interest were declared. 
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6 Chairperson’s Report 

Since last meeting I have: 

Attended an OTOP meeting.  Applications for the first round of funding closed on 4th October and 
we will be considering these at our next meeting in November. 

After an invitation from the building team I  spent an afternoon with Liam Brown one of our 
building inspectors.  We visited three different building sites and it gave me a far better 
understanding of what the building  inspectors do. 

I attended an online Akona Hour which is part of the LGNZ learning platform.  I've attended two 
previously which were of little value.  However the last one I attended (as did Councillor Scott and 
Mayor Bowen) was called Leading Complex Communities and was about healthy debate and not 
destruction.  It was of great value and I recommend everyone takes the time to watch the 
recording of it which should be available online. 

I attended an open day of the new Geraldine Health Hub.  This is a great asset for our community 
and I congratulate everyone involved in bringing to project to life. 

I also attended the Audit and Risk committee meeting, a public meeting on the Theatre, the Hall 
of Fame ceremony for Jorja Millar, two citizenship ceremonies on the same day (the first time this 
has happened) and the two community board meetings for our ward. 

Over the long weekend I joined a meeting with hut holders and campground users at Rangitata 
Huts with MP James Meager to discuss the future of the campground which they are very keen 
to see re-opened. 

I also attended the CD EOC foundation training course which gave councillors a great 
understanding of what happens during an emergency event, the various roles people have and 
how elected members can support. 

Resolution 2024/27 

Moved: Chairperson Michelle Pye 
Seconded: Clr Sally Parker 

That the Environmental Services Committee receive and note the Chairperson’s Report 

Carried 

7 Confirmation of Minutes 

7.1 Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 27 August 2024 

 

Resolution 2024/28 

Moved: Deputy Chairperson Owen Jackson 
Seconded: Mayor Nigel Bowen 

That the Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 27 August 2024 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting and that the Chairperson’s electronic 
signature be attached. 



Environmental Services Committee Meeting Minutes  8 October 2024
 

Page 10 

Carried 

8 Reports 

8.1 Public Alerting Siren System Upgrade - Completion Report 

Lamorna Cooper (LC) (Emergency Management Advisor) led a discussion around decommissioning, 
due to compliancy issues (around age of infrastructure and lifespan of materials and location on 
private property), a number (x19) of Public Alerting Siren sites 

Cost noted at $40 per month per installation, but no cost for zero power usage. 

Confirmation that Sirens were activated via VHF Radio signal 

Confirmation that the infrastructure (poles) owned by the council.  $118,000 had been allocated 
over a period of time as Capital Expenditure (Cap Ex), but noted that this is no longer categorised 
as Cap Ex. 

Aim to decommission sites based on the attached priority list over a period of a number of years. 

Resolution 2024/29 

Moved: Mayor Nigel Bowen 
Seconded: Clr Stacey Scott 

1. That the Environmental Services Committee receive and note this report.  

Carried 

 
8.2 Climate Change Response Plan 

Rhys Taylor spoke to the report, and there was general discussion in support of the plan.  

A further column was requested in the report to detail who is responsible for each action. 

Further discussion around costs and details, and noted this is a draft. 

Chair requested one change – Staff travel/speed restrictions be extended to elected members. 

Resolution 2024/30 

Moved: Clr Stacey Scott 
Seconded: Clr Sally Parker 

1. That the Environmental Services Committee receive and adopt the draft Climate Change 
Response Plan, intended to guide short-term work by staff in 2024-26 on mitigation and 
adaptation actions. 

Carried 

9 Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

No items of urgent business were received. 
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10 Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

No consideration required for matters of a minor nature 

11 Public Forum Items Requiring Consideration 

No consideration required for Public Forum items  

 

The Meeting closed at 10.30am. 

 

 

................................................... 

Chairperson 
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8 Reports 

8.1 MBIE submission: Improving efficiency in the inspection process 

Author: Jayson Ellis, Building Control Manager  
Authoriser: Paul Cooper, Group Manager Environmental Services  

  

Recommendation 

That the Environmental Services Committee  

1. Receives the draft submission on “Improving Efficiency in the Inspection Process”. 

2. Provides feedback on the draft submission. 

3. Delegates authority to the Chair of the Environmental Services Committee to approve the 
final submission. 

 
Purpose of Report 

1 The purpose of this report is to seek elected member feedback on a draft submission prepared 
for the current consultation being undertaken by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment (MBIE) on “Improving efficiency in the inspection process”. 

Assessment of Significance 

2 This matter is deemed to be of low significance in terms of the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy, as there is low impact on Council current processes, community and level 
of service. 

Background 

3 The MBIE proposal is focusing on finding ways to make building consent inspections more 
efficient with an intended outcome to reduce the waiting or lead in times for a BCA to perform 
an inspection. Their draft proposal sets out four options for consideration as shown in 
Attachment 1that include: 

 Option One: Review remote inspection guidance, address failure rates and/or publish 
wait times (non-regulatory). 

 Option Two: Require building consent authorities to have the systems and capability to 
conduct remote inspections. 

 Option Three: Require building consent authorities to use remote inspections as the 
default approach to conducting inspections. 

 Option Four: Creating a new offence to deter deceptive behaviour (stand-alone or 
complementary option). 

4 The Timaru BCA considers that the inclusion of remote inspections within their Quality 
Assurance System (QAS) to be appropriate. We are of the view that this would be the most 
effective way to ensure the use of remote inspections is implemented and managed efficiently 
and effectively.  
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5 To perform the role of a Building Control Officer (BCO), they must attain a relevant level 6 
qualification (e.g diploma in Building Surveying) and achieve a level of competency applicable 
to the category of work they are inspecting. These requirements are mandated through the 
Building (Accreditation of Building Consent Authorities) Regulations 2006. 

6 There are 30 types of building inspections performed by the BCA, however not all of these 
would be required on all projects. The building consent lists the type and number of 
inspections required for the project and it is the responsibility of the owner or their agent to 
schedule (book) an inspection. 

7 The Timaru District Council’s BCA has performed 12,347 inspections over the last three years 
with an average of 4,115 per year. The complexity of buildings are grouped into six categories 
being Residential 1, 2, 3 and Commercial 1, 2, 3. Currently building inspections are performed 
on building sites across the district daily. We have approximately five-six BCOs performing 
these inspections, with each BCO having the use of a council vehicle for this purpose.  

8 As part of the inspection process, the use of photos to verify compliance is common practice 
and for certain situations assist in reducing the need for another site visit. It is worth noting 
the use of photos is at the discretion of the BCO and are usually for the purpose of further 
context of the inspection and/or for aspects of a minor nature or a general overview of the 
project. 

 

Discussion 

9 The Timaru BCA considers that remote inspections should not be a default setting for all 
inspection types, nor should there be any need to introduce another punitive measure 
(namely option four above) for those that choose to be deceptive. 

10 We believe a default setting would only increase the level of risk to the BCA due to aspects of 
the work being either too complex, insufficient digital connectivity, information missed and/or 
being misrepresented by the person on site. All of this adds further complexities to the 
inspection process when trying to determine compliance with the consent.   

11 We also believe that the Building Act 2004 currently has sufficient enforcement actions and 
measures at the BCA’s disposal should they deem them necessary. It is worth noting that 
whilst building regulations have limited flexibility, it is the negative impact of additional 
punitive measures and associated increase of workload to administer, that potentially adds 
no further value to the process. This will also result in further delays of the consent process 
and negatively impact the relationships that BCA’s try hard to develop with the local industry.  

12 There are currently multiple digital tools available to successfully perform and record remote 
inspections, including but not limited to: 

 Artisan (Building Research Association New Zealand BRANZ) 

 Objective Build (we are moving to this in the new year) 

 Zyte 

 WhatsApp 

Over time these tools will evolve further to ensure they remain fit for purpose. Again, these 
are simple to install and at little to no cost to the user. There would be a small amount of 
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training involved for the BCO to familiarise themselves with a particular tool and for the 
personal on site at the other end of the phone or device. 

13 The BCAs intricate knowledge, experience and understanding of the building regulatory 
system, inspections and specifically how to be satisfied building work complies with the 
consent, will ensure the implementation and use of a remote inspection tool will be 
appropriately managed whilst continuing to achieve compliant outcomes and allowing the 
issuing of the Code Compliance Certificate (CCC). 

Options and Preferred Option 

14 The following options are available to Council: 

i. Endorse the Draft Submission as Attachment 2 (preferred option), or  

ii. Amend the submission as needed. 

15 The Timaru BCA prefers option two of the MBIE discussion document (point 3 above) with the 
addition of allowing the BCA to use discretion in deciding when and for what reason the use 
of remote inspections would be appropriate. It is a simple process to amend the BCA’s QAS 
manual to include remote inspections and how they are to be utilised.  

Consultation 

16 Consultation is not deemed applicable given the low significance of this item. 

Relevant Legislation, Council Policy and Plans 

17 The applicable legislation relating to this submission includes: 

 Building Act 2004 

 Building (Accreditation of Building Consent Authorities) Regulations 2006. 

 Building Consent Authorities Policies, Procedures (Quality Assurance Systems) 

Financial and Funding Implications 

18 There are no financial implications relating to the recommendations of this report. 

Other Considerations 

19 There are no further considerations relating to this report. 

Attachments 

1. Improving Efficiency in the Inspection Process - MBIE Discussion Document Oct 2024   
2. Draft TDC Submission - Remote Inspections November 2024    
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