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SITES AND AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE TO MĀORI 
 

Introduction 

 

1. My name is Malcolm Smith and I am a consultant advisor to Jet Boating New 

Zealand (JBNZ) for Resource Management and other regulatory matters that 

impact on recreational jet boating within New Zealand. 

 

2. I hold professional qualifications in the area of property development and 

particularly subdivision.  I have no specific qualifications in Resource 

Management Planning however I have considerable experience in general 

Resource Management matters as they have concerned property development. 

 

3. I have also gained experience in Resource Management matters relating to 

recreational jet boating. I am familiar with the typical District Plan provisions 

that impact on recreational jet boating activities. 

 

4. I also have a broad knowledge of the Maritime Rules associating with 

recreational jet boating, and particularly the navigation safety rules in Part 91 

of the Maritime Rules. 
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Jet Boating New Zealand – Submitter 

 

5. JBNZ is a national organisation that represents recreational jet boaters in New 

Zealand. It was formed in 1962 following the early growth in jet boat interest 

and activities, and its objectives are: 

• To co-ordinate and promote jet boating on a national basis. 

• To encourage safe jet boating principles and practices. 

• To promote and protect the rights of jet boaters and JBNZ. 

• To establish and maintain harmonious relationships with other water 

users. 

6. JBNZ has approximately 3,500 members and works closely with local and 

central government organisations, such as territorial authorities and the 

Department of Conservation, and NGOs, such as the Royal Forest & Bird 

Society and Fish & Game, to advocate for the use of waterways by recreational 

jet boaters and the health and wellbeing of those waterways. 

 

7. A significant focus of JBNZ is the self-guided recreational use of jet boats. It 

performs a key role in advising its members of waterways that can be boated 

safely and lawfully as an individual activity. It also arranges “branch-runs” 

where it will arrange for its members to boat a particular river in an organised 

event manner. It further provides a degree of instruction and training for 

recreational jet boating, both informally and as an organised training event. 
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Submission 

 

8. JBNZ (submitter 048) has submitted on the Sites and Areas of Significance to 

Maori (SASM) chapter as well as on other parts of the proposed District Plan.  

JBNZ has a keen interest in surface water activities given recreational jet 

boating primarily deals with navigation on the surface of waterways. 

 

9. The submission, as it concerns the SASM chapter, can be summarised as 

follows. 

 

a. Minor amendment to proposed Rule 4 relating to Temporary Activities within 

Wāhi Tapu and Wai Tapu Overlays, to recognise that an organised 

recreational jet boating activity (by definition a Temporary Event) may be 

Permitted in circumstances where iwi has provided formal approval. 
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Rule 4 Temporary Events 

 

Submission 

 

10. The submission primarily relates to the Wai Tapu overlay, and this 

encompasses waterways as follows. 

 

SASM-10  Pareora River. 

SASM-17  Awarua Stream. 

 

11. JBNZ has little interest in the Awarua Stream for recreational jet boating 

activities, however Pareora River is considered to be a waterway of significant 

interest for recreational jet boating activities when water flows and other 

conditions permit.  Please refer to the JBNZ submission relating to the Activities 

on the Surface of Water (ASW) chapter – (48.8). 

 

12. That noted, JBNZ recognises areas and sites that have cultural and spiritual 

significance to Maōri, however considers there should be an opportunity for a 

range of activities that can occur in a safe and respectful manner, and with due 

recognition to the significance of the sites and areas to Māori. 

 

13. JBNZ also considers that recreational jet boating activities should not be 

subject to unreasonable formality, process and regulation with the associated 

effort and cost. This is particularly so with activities subject to the Resource 

Management Act.  Seeking Resource Consents for recreational jet boating 

activities is practically awkward if not impractical. 
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14. In addition, recreational jet boating activities are often undertaken with some 

degree of pre-planning and commitment, however are very often subject to 

change, delay or postponement due to ever changing water flows, weather and 

other circumstances. This variability potentially complicates formal and rigid 

authorisations. 

 

15. The JBNZ submission therefore seeks to enable recreational jet boating 

activities, that may constitute a Temporary Event, within waterways subject to 

wai tahu overlays as a Permitted Activity.  However, JBNZ accepts that 

recognition of cultural and spiritual significance to Maōri within these waterways 

is appropriate. 

 

s42A RMA Analysis 

 

16. JBNZ reconises the comments provided in the s42A RMA report for the SASM 

chapter. In particular, items 8.13.7, 8.13.8, 8.13.11 and 8.13.14. 

 

17. Item 8.13.7 considers the definition of a Temporary Event as it may apply to 

Rule 4. Importantly, it provides a distinction between planned public occasions 

and social occasions, and records that there is concern about public access to 

wāhi tapu areas. It then goes on to recommend an amendment to the definition 

insofar as it relates to Rule 4. 

 

18. Item 8.13.8 considers the application of the requested JBNZ amendment to 

Rule 4. The comments are noted, and JBNZ agrees that there are practical 

difficulties. 
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19. Item 8.13.11 comments on the activity status of an activity that is not in 

accordance with Rule 4.  JBNZ agrees that an amendment of the activity status 

to Restricted Discretionary is reasonable and preferred to Non-Complying.  

Doing so reasonably limits any assessment to specific matters of discretion. 

 

20. Turning now to the recommended matters of discretion.  JBNZ makes no 

specific comments beyond a broad acceptance that they appear to be 

appropriate considerations recognising the overlay areas and sites have 

cultural and spiritual significance to Maōri. 

 

21. Item 8.13.14 provides an overall conclusion and recommendation to Rule 4 that 

seeks to amend the definition of a Temporary Event as it relates to Rule 4, and 

seeks to amend the body of the rule.  JBNZ agrees with both recommendations. 

 

Conclusion 

 

22. JBNZ appreciates the opportunity to submit on the proposed District Plan. 

Thank you for receiving the submission and allowing them to present it to the 

Panel. 

 

23. JBNZ will be happy to continue discussions with Council as necessary. JBNZ 

will also be happy to discuss matters with other submitters if Council considers 

doing so will be useful to finalise the District Plan. 

 

 

Jet Boating New Zealand 
Dated 23 January 2025 

 


