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INTRODUCTION
1

My name is Allan Peter Booth.

I am the joint owner of Bayhill

Developments Limited (the Company), the owner of the Hydro Grand
site and adjacent properties. I am authorised to give this evidence
on behalf of the Company.
2

I have lived in Timaru for more than 30 years and am a director of
several companies in New Zealand and Australia.

My principal

business, which is based in Timaru, manufactures wooden eating
products (Skewers) and exports mainly into Australia and Continental
Europe. Our Australian operations include warehouses in all major
states, for the distribution of our NZ made products and imported
products,

which

service

all

the

major

dairy

and

poultry

manufacturers throughout Australia and the Pacific. Our company
employs around 15 people here in Timaru.
3

I live in one of the oldest houses in Timaru and enjoy heritage
buildings, however I am also very passionate about the future of
Timaru. In that regard I consider that the town needs to look to its
future as well as respecting its past.

4

I purchased the Hydro Grand site from a syndicate of local Timaru
people in 2013. At that time it was my preference and hope that the
building might be able to be restored to its former glory.

I was

aware that previous plans for the site had not panned out but felt
that the site and the location still held considerable potential. I was
also extremely keen to inject some life into a part of the Timaru
townscape which was becoming increasingly run down and forgotten.
5

As set out in the Application and accompanying documents, at the
time of purchase, the Hydro Grand had been unoccupied for over a
decade and was in a dilapidated state.

Subsequent investigations

revealed that it was earthquake prone being only 10% of the New
Building Standard (NBS).

It had also been significantly altered

internally with the loss of a number of its heritage features,
contained potentially dangerous asbestos ceiling linings and was
inhabited by pigeons with subsequent health risks related to
excrement. All in all the building was a major undertaking.
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6

Despite this I was still optimistic about the prospect of a restoration
when we initially purchased and during 2014 I undertook some work
alongside the Civic Trust to assess different restoration options for
the site. Unfortunately it soon became clear to me that restoration
was

unlikely to be

a

financially viable option

and

that the

opportunities to fund a restoration were extremely limited, if not non
existent.
7

As a result, during 2015, I put together a team of experts including
architects, heritage advisors, planners and engineers to consider a
range of alternative options for the site.

These are set out in the

Business Case Report which was attached to the Application and are
discussed in detail in the evidence of Mr Charity.

As can be seen

from that analysis, we were open to considering a wide range of
options for the site, but did need to know that whatever option was
chosen was logistically and financially feasible.
8

The results of that analysis confirmed to the Company that the
options to restore the Hydro Grand or use the façade were definitely
not viable. Given that, our focus shifted to making the best possible
use of this important location, atop The Bay Hill and overlooking
Caroline Bay, the Port and the Southern Alps.

9

Because the current building had been unoccupied for some years
and had become increasingly dilapidated, the surrounding area was
also being negatively affected.

We therefore determined that any

new development on the site must integrate with the surrounding
area including the piazza and bring life back to this part of town.
Specifically we wanted to consider the idea of a mixed use
development for the site which would take account of the location,
the site’s history and the surrounding buildings.
10

Our vision for the site was to create a development that encouraged
people to come back into the CBD, providing opportunities for people
to live and work and also utilize the many recreational activities of
Caroline Bay. I believe that the development plan which Mr Burgess
has arrived at meets those objectives.

11

The hotel component will comprise a new high quality hotel providing
an accommodation option that Timaru is currently lacking. The office
building will provide high quality office space bringing people back to
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this part of town and the apartments will provide the opportunity to
live within the Timaru CBD, an option which doesn’t really exist at
the moment.

In addition, the cafes and shops at ground floor will

provide more reasons to come to this end of town and will
complement the existing piazza development.
12

The use of local materials, such as Timaru bluestone and references
to unique parts of South Canterbury’s short but proud heritage are
also very important and will be incorporated where possible.

13

On 17 November this year the Company purchased an additional car
park site located on The Bay Hill, approximately 200 metres from the
Hydro Grand site. The title for the new car parking area will be
subject to an encumbrance requiring that the site continues to be
used for car parking. The Agreement for Sale and Purchase is
attached and marked “A”.

14

I firmly believe that this development will enhance Timaru generally
and this part of town specifically.

Although the loss of the Hydro

Grand is regretted, it is simply not possible for us to feasibly restore
the building to its former glory and re-use it in an efficient way. I
am satisfied that we have looked at every option with an open mind
and that we have explored every available method to sensibly save
the building. It is my view that it simply cannot be done without an
enormous injection of cash from a philanthropic source.

I am not

aware of any such source which is open to us.
15

It is accepted that the new building will be different but in my view it
will still appropriately contribute to the townscape of Timaru.

I am

satisfied that it will add value to Timaru and will be something I am
immensely proud of in the years to come.

Allan Peter Booth
23 November 2016
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