APP5 — Criteria for Identifying Significant Natural Areas Final Reply: 10 October 2025

This page contains Gcriteria for determining significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitat of
indigenous biodiversity as set out in Appendix 3 of the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement 2013.
This criteria has been used to identify significant natural areas (SNAs) in the ECO - Ecosystems and
ilndigenous &Biodiversity eChapter.

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING SIGNIFICANT INDIGENOUS VEGETATION AND SIGNIFICANT
HABITAT OF INDIGENOUS BIODIVERSITY

Representativeness
1. Indigenous vegetation or habitat of indigenous fauna that is representative, typical or
characteristic of the natural diversity of the relevant ecological district. This can include degraded
examples where they are some of the best remaining examples of their type, or represent all that
remains of indigenous biodiversity in some areas.
2. Indigenous vegetation or habitat of indigenous fauna that is a relatively large example of its type
within the relevant ecological district.

Rarity/Distinctiveness
3. Indigenous vegetation or habitat of indigenous fauna that has been reduced to less than 20% of its
former extent in the £Region, or relevant land environment, ecological district, or freshwater
environment.
4. Indigenous vegetation or habitat of indigenous fauna that supports an indigenous species that is
threatened, at-risk, or uncommon, nationally or within the relevant ecological district.
5. The site contains indigenous vegetation or an indigenous species at its distribution limit within
Canterbury Region or nationally.
6. Indigenous vegetation or an association of indigenous species that is distinctive, of restricted
occurrence, occurs within an originally rare ecosystem, or has developed as a result of an unusual
environmental factor or combinations of factors.

Diversity and Pattern
7. Indigenous vegetation or habitat of indigenous fauna that contains a high diversity of indigenous
ecosystem or habitat types, indigenous taxa, or has changes in species composition reflecting the
existence of diverse natural features or ecological gradients.

Ecological Context
8. Vegetation or habitat of indigenous fauna that provides or contributes to an important ecological
linkage or network, or provides an important buffering function.
9. A wetland which plays an important hydrological, biological or ecological role in the natural
functioning of a river or coastal system.
10. Indigenous vegetation or habitat of indigenous fauna that provides important habitat (including
refuges from predation, or key habitat for feeding, breeding, or resting) for indigenous species,
either seasonally or permanently.
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