
The Racecourse
• The Timaru Racecourse Reserve Act, 

received assent on 20 August 1883, 
vested 117 hectares of land in a 
designated Public Domain near the Town 
of Timaru, within the Provincial District of 
Canterbury, for the specific purpose of 
establishing a racecourse. 

• Legal description. Part RES 251



The Reserve Act



The Reserve Schedule



Reserves Act 
1977 – the word 

racecourse 
appears 24 
times in 11 

sections……..



Racing Act 
2020



What DOC 
said

The below is the explanation from the Trustees Statutory Land 
Management Advisor , regarding some questions I asked around the 
legalities of changing the reserve status.

‘The legal status of the racecourse as a reserve vested in the Trustees 
can only be changed via the provisions of the Reserves Act or by 
special legislation like the original Timaru Racecourse Acts. 

The TDC is not the administering body of the reserve and has no 
ability to alter the status of the racecourse as a reserve.

Any use of this area for a Future Development Area would require the 
revocation of the reservation (section 24 Reserve Act).

Any revocation process would require consideration of reserve 
values, input from the Board and public notification.

It is puzzling how a process designed for private developers (FDA’s) 
came to be applied to public land.'



What the 
Consultants 

said…...
Source Planz 2022 

GM-Residential 
Review Report



More from the Consultants – source – GMS 
Business Review Report May2022



PLANZ response to my questions



Extract from the  Timaru District Council  -
Urban Variation Report September 2023

Wellness rating - Moderate significance 
• Modern, affordable housing would be a welcome addition to the 

Timaru community of approximately 450 homes across FDA 14 
and is fully supported by Venture Timaru as meeting the market 
niche to house key workers coming into the district. Similarly, 
interest for industrial expansion within FDA13 has already been 
expressed to Council staff.



LGOIMA request information – email to Mayor 
from a TDC Group Manager – June 2023



What success looks like 



Saturday 28 December 2024 Race 
Meeting – the stars aligned 

125 nominations and nine races from an eight-race 
programme. The Club had a sensational day aided by the 
sunny weather and the local community coming out in 
force to attend the races. 

Facts from the day: -

• A new record turnover, totaling just over $2.2 million –
52.3 % increase on the previous year. 

• 35.39% increase in turnover per race. 

• 25.60 % increase per starter 





Racing 
counts


	The Racecourse
	The Reserve Act
	The Reserve Schedule
	Reserves Act 1977 – the word racecourse appears 24 times in 11 sections……..
	Racing Act 2020
	What DOC said
	What the Consultants said…...�Source Planz 2022 GM-Residential Review Report
	More from the Consultants – source – GMS Business Review Report May2022
	PLANZ response to my questions
	Extract from the  Timaru District Council  - Urban Variation Report September 2023
	LGOIMA request information – email to Mayor from a TDC Group Manager – June 2023
	What success looks like 
	Saturday 28 December 2024 Race Meeting – the stars aligned �
	Slide Number 14
	Racing counts

