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Timaru District Council 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Geraldine Community Board will be held 
at the Peel Forest Café, Peel Forest, on Wednesday 10 April 2019, at 7pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Authorities (Members’ Interests) Act 1968 

Community Board members are reminded that if you have a pecuniary interest in any item 

on the agenda, then you must declare this interest and refrain from discussing or voting on 

this item, and are advised to withdraw from the meeting table. 

 

Bede Carran 
Chief Executive 
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Geraldine Community Board 

10 April 2019 

Agenda 

 

 

Item 
No 

Page No  

1    Apologies  

2    Public Forum  

3   Identification of Items of Urgent Business 

4    Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

5   Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

6    Chairperson’s Report 

7   1 Confirmation of Minutes 

8   5 Kowhai Stream Access Options 

9   Consideration of Urgent Business Items 

10   Consideration of Minor Nature Matters 

11   Public Forum Issues Requiring Consideration 

12   Board Members’ Reports 

13   27 Exclusion of the Public 

14   29 Land for Disposal  

15   34 Readmittance of the Public 
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Geraldine Community Board 

for the Meeting of 10 April 2019 

 

Report for Agenda Item No 7 

 

Prepared by  Joanne Brownie 
 Council Secretary 

 

Confirmation of Minutes 

_______________________________ 

 

Minutes of the March 2019 Geraldine Community Board meeting. 

 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Geraldine Community Board meeting held on 6 March 2019, 
be confirmed as a true and correct record. 
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Timaru District Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Geraldine Community Board, held in the Meeting 
Room, Geraldine Library / Service Centre, Talbot Street, Geraldine on Wednesday  
6 March 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

Present Wayne O’Donnell (Chairperson), Clr Kerry Stevens, 
Janene Adams, Jan Finlayson, Jennine Maguire, Jarrod 
Marsden, and Gavin Oliver 

Apologies  Proposed  Janene Adams 
 Seconded Jennine Maguire 

 
 “That the apology from Clr Wills be accepted.”  
 

Motion carried 
 

In Attendance  Land Transport Manager (Andrew Dixon), Parks Liaison 
Officer (Gary Foster), Chief Financial Officer (David 
Codyre) and Environmental Services Group Executive 
Assistant (Amber Foden) 

   
1. Identification of Matters of a Minor Nature 

The Board agreed to discuss the feedback to the NZTA CBD resurface proposal as 
a matter of a minor nature. 

2. Chairperson’s Report 

The Chairperson reported on meetings he had attended and duties he had carried 
out on behalf of the Board since the last meeting, including Timaru District 
Council 3 Waters meeting, Go-Geraldine, Geraldine Vintage Car and Machinery 
Club, Geraldine Vehicle Trust, Geraldine Licencing Trust, and Geraldine Signs 
meeting, discussions with Timaru District Council staff regarding Waihi Walkway, 
Toy Library, and numerous other issues.  A letter regarding concern over the 
state of Waihi Walkway from Esther Paddon was read to the board. 
The Board discussed the possibility of holding a meeting at Orari, this will be 
considered.   The next meeting will be held at Peel Forest. 
 

3. Confirmation of minutes 

 Proposed Jennine Maguire 
 Seconded Gavin Oliver 

“That the minutes of the Geraldine Community Board meeting held on  
23 January 2019, be confirmed as a true and correct record.” 

Motion Carried 
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4. Geraldine Central Business District Street Trees 

The Board considered a report by the Transportation Team Leader seeking the 
Community Board’s approval for the proposed remedial works as part of the 
Geraldine Central Business District refresh project. 
 
The Community Board approves Timaru District Councils recommendations with 
no amendments to tree numbers 1 – 18, 20 – 25, and 27 – 29. 
The Community Board requests further options and advice from Timaru District 
Council for tree numbers 19 and 26. 
The request from Barkers Property Developers to remove tree numbers 30 and 
31 is supported by the Community Board as already outlined in the minute’s 
document from the 14 November 2018 meeting. 

 Proposed Janene Adams 
 Seconded Jan Finlayson 
 
“That the Geraldine Community Board approves the CBD street tree treatments 
including surrounding paver remedial works as detailed in the officer’s report, 
with amendments as follows – 

 Tree 19 wishing well, no fence but with use of resin paving 

 Tree 26 telephone exchange, tree to remain 

 Trees 30 and 31 Barkers development, trees to be removed.” 

Motion Carried 
 

5. Geraldine Central Business District Update 

The Board considered a report by the Transportation Team Leader to update the 
current status of the Geraldine Central Business District (CBD) projects.  The 
Board asked for some theme related images and more advice from experts in 
order to settle on a theme for the Geraldine CBD - a ‘natural environment’ theme 
is favoured. 
 
    Proposed Kerry Stevens 
    Seconded Janene Adams 

“That the Geraldine Community Board receives and notes the report.” 

          Motion Carried 

6. Proposed Budget and Annual Plan for the Period 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020 

The Board was presented a report by the Acting Group Manager Commercial and 
Strategy to provide the Board an opportunity to give feedback on the proposed 
budget for the period 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020.  The Chief Financial Officer 
assured the Board understands that none of the listed budget items have been 
passed by Council as yet, and will be considered at the next Council meeting.  
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    Proposed Jennine Maguire 
    Seconded Jan Finlayson 

“That the Geraldine Community Board strongly supports the upgrade of the 
Geraldine – Winchester/Coach/Tiplady Intersection Upgrade.”  

          Motion Carried 

7. Consideration of Item of a Minor Nature  

Geraldine CBD Resurfacing 

Clr Stevens updated the Board regarding contact from NZTA proposing a plan to 
resurface Talbot Street, and requesting the Board’s feedback.  

The Board advised it would be ideal to have the works completed by Easter or 
perhaps the school holidays, suggested a heavy traffic detour and VMS (variable 
message signs) on the outskirts of town prior to work commencing.  Clr Stevens 
will provide the Board’s feedback and suggestions to NZTA.  
 

8. Board Members’ Reports 

The Board members reported on meetings they had attended and activities they 
had completed on behalf of the Board including attending the 3 Waters meeting, 
Geraldine Signs meeting, Go Geraldine, meetings regarding the Waihi Walkway, 
Talbot Forest meeting, attending and speaking at the opening of the Downs 
Defibrillator, meeting with Rangitata South Irrigation directors and lia ising with 
Timaru District Council staff on a number of various issues.  The Scout Den is 
considering new heating, and the Arts Council is planning shows coming up soon. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.26pm. 

 
 

 

__________________________ 

Chairperson 
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Geraldine Community Board 

for the Meeting of 10 April 2019 
Report for Agenda Item No 8 

Prepared by Andrew Dixon 
Land Transport Manager 

Kowhai Stream Access Options 

_______________________________ 

Purpose of Report 

1. To outline the options available to improve the level of service in regard to access 
for Blandswood Road residents on the western side of the Kowhai Stream.  

Background 

2. The existing Blandswood Road crossing of Kowhai Stream is an at-grade gravel ford 
adjacent to the Blandswood Settlement as shown on the map (attachment 1).  This 
crossing is currently the sole road access to approximately 9 properties plus a 
tourist lodge on the western side of the waterway. 

3. Due to the large catchment area the water level in the Kowhai Stream can increase 
very quickly in response to heavy rainfall events, particularly when the catchment 
is saturated after long wet periods.  This high water level prevents vehicles 
crossing the stream through the ford and there is no alternative access for the 
properties located on the western side. 

4. Anecdotally it is believed that both the frequency and intensity of rainfall events in 
the catchment is increasing and the number and period of ford closures have also 
increased as a result of this. 

5. The Kowhai Stream has a very dynamic river bed with a high level of aggradation 
of gravel.  This is due to a large landslip in the catchment and is expected to 
continue long term.  

6. Residents have expressed concern about the level of service in accessing their 
properties and the potential safety risk with periods of isolation.  The Geraldine 
Community Board requested that options be presented to improve access for 
residents.  

7. There are a number of stakeholders involved in the Kowhai Stream and in the 
proximity of the Blandswood Road ford crossing.  These parties are Timaru District 
Council responsible for the road and ford, Environment Canterbury (ECan) that has 
an interest in the stream management, Department of Conservation (DOC) that is 
a significant land owner in the catchment and Blandswood Road residents. 
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8. As a result of submissions to the 2018-2028 Long Term Plan process a stakeholder 
meeting was held at the site on 10 December 2018 and issues and potential 
options were discussed. There was a general understanding of the complexity of 
the issue and it was agreed that a report would be presented to the Geraldine 
Community Board. 

Options 

9. Five options have been considered for the Blandswood Road Crossing of Kowhai 
Stream, which are listed below: 

 Option A: Enhanced Status Quo. – Rock Weir/Ford Stream Crossing 

 Option B: Multi-Cell Box Culvert  

 Option C: Single Lane Vehicle Bridge 

 Option D: Concrete Ford Option  

 Option E: Pedestrian Access Bridge.  

10. These options have been investigated by WSP-Opus Consultants and detailed in 
the attached report (attachment 2).   A summary of the key points of each option 
and indicative costs (excluding GST) are as follows: 

11. Option A – Enhanced Status Quo. The existing gravel ford crossing would be 
improved with a rock weir which will improve the crossing and provide some 
stream protection.  The advantages and disadvantages of this option are:  

Advantages Disadvantages 

Low capital cost No improvement in access for 
properties on western side with ford 
being impassable at times due to 
stream water levels 

Low reinstatement cost following major flood 
events 

On-going maintenance costs and 
response in flood events 

Can accommodate changes in river bed levels  Ford continues to be challenging for 
some vehicles and risk of vehicles 
getting stuck 

No increase in risk of flooding to 
neighbouring properties 

Emergency services access restricted 
at times 

The rough order of cost of this option is $20,000 with on-going maintenance of 
$6,000 per annum. 
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12. Option B – Box Culvert.  This option involves the installation of a multi-cell box 
culvert in the stream bed.  The culvert would be suitable for vehicles to pass over.   
The advantages and disadvantages of this option are: 

Advantages Disadvantages 

Increased level of service with reliable 
passage of vehicles across the stream at 
most times except in extreme weather 
events. 

High Construction cost and similar 
maintenance costs to Option A 

 Risk of blockage with aggradation of 
gravels and debris.  Stream bed level 
changes would reduce effectiveness 

 Increase in risk of flooding and 
inundation of surrounding properties 

 Obtaining a resource consent for this 
option would likely be problematic 
and more costly, given possible 

concerns around performance of a 
floodable causeway 

The rough order of cost of this option is $320,000 with on-going maintenance 
costs similar to the existing.  The design, supervision, resource consent and road 
approach work is expected to cost a further $120,000. The total indicative project 
cost is $440,000. 

13. Option C – Single Lane Vehicle Bridge.  This option involves the construction of a 
single lane vehicle bridge across the stream.  The advantages and disadvantages of 
this option are: 

Advantages Disadvantages 

Increased level of service with reliable 
passage of vehicles across the stream 

Very high construction costs 

Less environmental impact on stream Complex bridge approaches work for 
vehicles 

Can accommodate changes in river bed levels   

No increase in risk of flooding to 
neighbouring properties 

 

The rough order of cost of this option is $630,000 for the bridge structure with 
limited on-going maintenance costs.  The design, supervision, resource consent 
and road approach work is expected to cost a further $150,000. The total 
indicative project cost is $780,000. 
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14. Option D – Concrete Ford.  This option involves the construction of a new concrete 
ford in the stream bed.  The advantages and disadvantages of this option are:  

Advantages Disadvantages 

Some improvement in quality of access for 
vehicles crossing the stream 

Moderate construction costs 

No increase in flooding risk to neighbouring 
land.  Less environmental impact on stream 

Sensitive to changes in river bed levels  

Ford can be reinstated in short timeframe 
after flood event 

More challenging to maintain in 
keeping clear of aggregate build-up 

No increase in risk of flooding to 
neighbouring properties 

Only minimal improvement in level of 
service as remains impassable during 
periods of high stream flows.  Similar 
to current situation. 

The rough order of cost of this option is $100,000 for the bridge structure with on-
going maintenance costs similar to existing.  The design, supervision, and resource 
consent is expected to cost a further $20,000. The total indicative project cost is 
$120,000. 

15. Option E – Pedestrian Access Bridge.  This option involves the construction of a 
new pedestrian bridge across the stream.  The advantages and disadvantages of 
this option are: 

Advantages Disadvantages 

Some increase in level of service with reliable 
passage of people and cycles across the 
stream 

Moderate construction costs 

Less environmental impact on stream Vehicles remain restricted access 
during periods of high stream flow  

Can accommodate changes in river bed levels   

No increase in risk of flooding to 
neighbouring properties 

 

The rough order of cost of this option is $150,000 for the bridge structure with on -
going maintenance cost.  The design, supervision, bridge approach works and 
resource consent is expected to cost a further $50,000.  The total indicative 
project cost is $200,000. 

16. A further option was an alternative stream crossing in a new location. This option 
was discounted as such access would cross private or DOC land and would require 
significant roading work to provide access to any alternative site.   
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Identification of Relevant Legislation, Council Policy and Plans 

17. Local Government Act 1974  

18. Timaru District Council Long Term Plan 2018-28  

Assessment of Significance 

19. This matter is not deemed significant under the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy. 

Consultation 

20. A stakeholder meeting was held in December 2018.  Those attending were 
representatives of residents, Environment Canterbury, Department of 
Conservation and Timaru District Councillors, Community Board members and 
officers.  If any improvements to the Kowhai stream crossing are to be pursued 
further consultation will be necessary particularly if a resource consent is required.  

Other Considerations 

There are no other considerations relevant to this matter. 

Funding Implications 

21. There is no funding available for any of the improvement options B to E in the 
current budget or the Draft 2019/20 Annual Plan.  Funding would need Council 
approval or considered as part of the 2020/21 Annual Plan process.  

22. It is likely that the proposed options would be eligible for NZ Transport Agency 
financial assistance.  However financial assistance allocations have been set for the 
period 2018-21 so an additional project would need to require a current 
equivalent value project to be deferred. 

Conclusion 

23. Of the crossing options considered within this report, the single lane vehicle bridge 
provides the greatest benefits in terms of improving resilience and access for road 
users. The structure would be set well above the level of the stop banks so the 
flood risk would be low.  This option also has high construction costs and involves 
significant road approaches works.  Considering the low level of road users/traffic 
volume (the best estimate is between 20 and 30 vehicles per day) it would be 
difficult to justify from a cost perspective.  

24. The multi-cell box culvert also provides an improvement to access and resilience 
for residents on the western side.  However the culvert would be vulnerable to 
blockage and aggradation and would require a high level of maintenance and cost.  
It is also vulnerable to stream bed changes and is likely to increase the risk of flood 
water inundation to adjacent land if it becomes blocked.  It is considered that 
these disbenefits outweigh the potential access benefits. 
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25. The concrete ford provides only some marginal improvement to access but little 
level of service and resilience improvement.  This option is also vulnerable to 
future stream bed level changes. 

26. A pedestrian access bridge provides a moderate improvement in the level of 
service, flood resilience and emergency access over the current situation, which 
may be adequate in the context of the small community and would be more 
justifiable from a cost perspective. The pedestrian bridge would be constructed 
above the level of the stopbank, and as such would not increase the flood risk.  

27. Continuing with a rock ford is the lowest cost option, is the least intrusive and has 
the lowest impact on flooding risk. However access will continue to be unavailable 
at times of high rainfall.  The closure of the ford can be for a number of days. The 
ford structure could be improved but the existing level of service issues would 
need to be accepted if the existing ford was to be retained. 

Recommendation 

That the Geraldine Community Board provides comments for consideration during 
the development of the 2021-2031 Draft Long term Plan. 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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Geraldine Community Board 

for the Meeting of 10 April 2019 

 

Report for Agenda Item No 13 

 

Exclusion of the Public 

_________________________ 

 

Recommendation 

That the Board resolves to exclude the public on the grounds contained in Section 48(1) of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act: 

Confirmation of Minutes 

Clause LGOIMA wording Plain English reason 

Section 7(2)(b)(ii) To protect information where the making 
available of the information would be 
likely unreasonably to prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who 
supplied, or who was the subject of, the 
information. 

Commercial sensitivity 

Section 7(2)(i) The withholding of the information is 
necessary to enable the Council to carry 
out, without prejudice or disadvantage, 
negotiations (including commercial and 
industrial negotiations) 

To enable commercial 
or industrial 
negotiations 

 

 

 


