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TDC Earthquake Prone Buildings Workshop

Purpose:

To update the Elected Members on the: 

• EPB Register – General practice - Earthquake Prone Building System - 

Building (EPB) Amendment Act 2016

• LTP 2021-2024 TDC owned buildings - Earthquake Strengthening 

Building Project

• TDC has a page on it’s website for the general public to seek further 

advice or help with their buildings

https://www.timaru.govt.nz/services/building/managing-earthquake-risk 

https://www.timaru.govt.nz/services/building/managing-earthquake-risk


Risk



What is an EPB 

• Unreinforced masonry building or parts of those buildings

• Pre 1976 buildings

• MBIE methodology used to identify EPB buildings

• EPB’s can be at greater risk than other buildings

• EPB’s have an NBS rating of >34%

• Notices are displayed on buildings



High, medium and low risk areas 
• Timaru is noted as being in a medium seismic risk area and the territorial authority must identify 

potentially earthquake prone buildings by 1 July 2022 for priority buildings, 1 July 2027 for others.  
Seismic work must be carried out on priority buildings for medium risk areas within 12.5 years with 
all other buildings within 25 years of being issued with an EPB notice.

• The Ministry for Innovation, Business and Employment is conducting a review of the earthquake 
prone building NBS rating system with information due to be published in 2026.  This information 
could change the status of some buildings within the portfolio.



Overview of the EPB process

• Researching council records and information

• Advising building owners

• Receiving and checking assessments

• Determining buildings NBS rating

• Updating national register

• Notices attached to buildings

• Identifying buildings as priority buildings, on a strategic route or 
significant thoroughfare



Priority 
Routes - 
Timaru



Priority 
Routes - 
Temuka



Priority 
Routes – 
Pleasant 

Point



Priority 
Routes – 
Geraldine



TDC Earthquake Prone 
Building Project



TDC Earthquake Prone Building Project

The Property Department is leading a review of the TDC list of vertical building assets in the 
community facilities and property groups and assessing whether they are likely to be 
“earthquake prone”.

Definition of “earthquake prone” is:

“A building, or part of a building, is earthquake prone if it will have its ultimate capacity 
exceeded in a moderate earthquake, and if it were to collapse, would do so in a way that is 
likely to cause injury or death to persons in or near the building or on any other property, or 
damage to any other property”.

This is not an exact science, as each building is unique in the way it was constructed and 
when.  Assessments are carried out by registered structural engineers and governed by the 
Building (Earthquake-prone Buildings) Amendment Act 2016.  

 



Identifying priority list:
 - TDC EPB Notice or identified as earthquake prone
 - High usage
 - Emergency Response



Assessing the risks associated with use of EQP 
buildings



Project Update:

Past

• Mixture of ISA’s, DSA’s and no 
assessments

• (ISA – Initial Seismic 
Assessment     DSA – Detailed 
Seismic Assessment)

• Building Department has issued 
EPB (Earthquake Prone Building) 
Notices

• Clock ticking depending on non-
assessment but identified as EP 
or under 34 NBS% rating

• Govt has extended timelines for 
priority buildings by another 4 
years

Present – F/Y 2025 2026

• Budget – $1m carried forward 
for Reports and Construction

• Identified priority buildings –
EPB notice, high usage and 
emergency response

• Received quotes and action 
DSA’s across a number of 
buildings

Future – LTP 2027 2037

• Strategic Review of Property 
Assets to determine Opex, Capex 
and Replacement plan

• Identify from each DSA 
recommendations to bring 
buildings either up to 34%NBS  
and/or on to 67%NBS%

• Link each recommendation list to 
an AMP and building asset plan 
to target opex/Capex on priority 
spend to match timeline of EPB 
notice



Property Department



Community and Recreation Department
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