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BEFORE THE HEARINGS PANEL AT TIMARU DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

IN THE MATTER of the Resource Management Act 1991 (“the Act”) 
 

AND 
 

IN THE MATTER of the Proposed Timaru District Plan: Hearing Stream B: Rural 
 

VANCE HODGSON  
 

FOR 
 

HORTICULTURE NEW ZEALAND  
 

REQUEST FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION ARISING FROM HEARING B 

 
22 August 2024 

 
1. Minute 14 of the Hearings Panel (dated 9 August 2024), records that at Hearing Stream B, the 

panel requested clarification or provided an opportunity for submitters to provide additional 
information or responses to panel questions. 
 

2. I have been requested to provide as follows: 
 

Submitter Representative/Witness Request from Panel 

Horticulture NZ Mr Hodgson (Planning) Examples of District Plan rules that require 
planting of setbacks or shelterbelts as 
mitigation for reverse sensitivity effects. 

 
3. My findings are that planting of setbacks or shelterbelts as mitigation for reverse sensitivity (in rural 

zones) are more typically encompassed in matters of assessment, control or discretion in district 
plans rather than prescribed in a standard. They typically relate to amenity and visual effects. 
Examples are included below.  
 

4. I am aware that shelterbelts can be used in regional plan rules to manage spray drift, and I include 
the Tasman Resource Management Plan example. 
 
Tasman Resource Management Plan (Appendix 1) 
 

5. Responding to a discharge related effect, the Tasman Resource Management Plan includes rules 
relating to spray belts used to avoid or mitigate adverse effects arising from the drift of pesticides 
across property boundaries in particular as they relate to any school and its grounds, early 
childhood education facility and its grounds, visitor accommodation or tourist accommodation. 
 
Far North Proposed District Plan (Appendix 2) 
 

6. Prescribes a setback in the Horticultural Zone and Rural Production Zone. Where that setback is 
not met, matters of discretion are restricted to screening, planting and landscaping of the site. 
 

7. In the Horticultural Processing Zone where removal of shelterbelts is a controlled activity supported 
by a particular policy. 
 
Partially Operative Selwyn District Plan (Appendix 3) 
 

8. Provides for defined amenity planting as a permitted activity in the General Rural Zone. 
 
 
 



 

2 

2 

 
Hurunui Operative District Plan (Appendix 4) 
 

9. Prescribes setbacks for sensitive and non-sensitive activities in the Rural Zone with landscaping, 
screening and amenity tree planting identified assessment criteria. 

 
Proposed Wairarapa District Plan (Appendix 5) 
 

10. Prescribes minimum setbacks for buildings, structures and residential unts in the General Rural 
Zone. Where those setbacks are not met, matters of discretion include the ability to mitigate 
adverse effects through the use of screening, planting, landscaping, and alternative design. 

 
Central Otago District Plan (Appendix 6) 
 

11. Requires that subdivision in the area identified as Rural Resource Area include a condition 
requiring the establishment of the Horticulture 15m Amenity Edge, Horticulture 10m Amenity Edge, 
RLPA Amenity Edge and Shelterbelt planting prior to the issue of a certificate under section 224c. 
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APPENDIX 1 – TASMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

2.2Defined Words 

Spray belt means a line of vegetation which at maturity is:  
(a) a minimum of one metre thick; and  
(b) a minimum of six metres high; and  
(c) a mixture of species, including one or more evergreen species; and  
(d) semi-permeable with a porosity of no more than 50 percent; and  
(e) more than one row of plantings.  
NOTE: The spray belt will need to be higher than the height at which a pesticide discharge occurs, and where this 
is more than 6 metres, other Plan rules that regulate the height of spray belts and shelter belts will also apply. 

17.5 RURAL 11 ZONE RULES 

17.5.3 Building Construction, Alteration, or Use 

17.5.3.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities (Building Construction, Alteration, or Use) 

General (d) If an adjoining property has horticultural plantings, including vineyards, where pesticides may be discharged to 
air, any school and its grounds, early childhood education facility and its grounds, visitor accommodation or tourist 
accommodation is set back at least:  

(i) 30 metres from the boundary common to the horticultural plantings, including vineyards, and the building or 
grounds; or  

(ii) 20 metres from horticultural plantings, including vineyards, where a spray belt is established along the 
boundary common to the horticultural plantings and the building or grounds. 

17.5.20 Principal Reasons for Rules 

Pesticide Discharges The setback and spray belt requirements will avoid or mitigate adverse effects arising from the drift of pesticides 
across property boundaries. 

34.2.20 Methods of Implementation 

34.2.20.1 Regulatory (a) Rules relating to:  
(i) the discharge of pesticides to air, land or water;  
(ii) setbacks, separation distances, or planting of spray belts in association with activities that involve or may 

involve adverse cross-boundary effects resulting from the use of pesticides, particularly in sensitive areas 
such as dwellings, schools, sensitive production activities, public lands, water bodies, or water supply 
catchment areas;  

(iii) appropriate training for pesticide users.  
(b) Action to address pesticide spray drift complaints jointly with appropriate industry user groups, where such 
groups exist according to established protocol.  
(c) Mediation to help resolve conflict where there are problems experienced with spray drift across property 
boundaries.  
(d) Enforcement and abatement action where necessary. 

 

 
1 Also applied in Rural 2 Zone, Rural 3 Zone and Rural Residential Zone 
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APPENDIX 2 – FAR NORTH PROPOSED DISTRICT PLAN 
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APPENDIX 3 – PARTIALLY OPERATIVE SELWYN DISTRICT PLAN 
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APPENDIX 4 – HURUNUI DISTRICT PLAN 
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APPENDIX 5 – PROPOSED COMBINED WAIRARAPA DISTRICT PLAN 

 

 

 



 

8 

APPENDIX 6 – CENTRAL OTAGO DISTRICT PLAN 
 

 


