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Local Approved Products Policy  
 

Approved by:  Timaru District Council 

Group: Environmental Services  

Responsibility: Environmental Compliance Manager 

Date adopted: 13 August 2024 

The policy becomes effective the day after the date of adoption 

Review: Every 5 years or as required 

This Policy does not cease to have effect because it is due for review, or being reviewed  

Consultation: Required (Special Consultation Procedure) for any amendment or revocation 

Policy Type Council External Operational  

 

Policy Purpose 

1. To provide guidance to the Psychoactive Substances Regulatory Authority (PSRA) as to 
which locations it is appropriate to grant retail licences for approved products to be sold 
within the Timaru District. 

2. To minimise the harm to the community caused by psychoactive substances by defining 
the permitted location of retail premises. 

3. To minimise the exposure and potential for harm to vulnerable members of the 
community, from the sale of the psychoactive substances. 

4. To minimise the potential for adverse effects from the sale of psychoactive products to 
sensitive sites and residential areas. 

5. To ensure that Council and the community have influence over the location of retail 
premises in the District. 

Scope 

6. This policy applies to any application for a licence as defined in the Act to sell approved 
products from a retail premise from the date that this policy comes into force.  

7. This policy does not apply to retail premises where internet sales only, are made or to 
premises where the sale of approved products is by wholesale only.  

8. This policy does not limit the number of retail premises or restrict the issue of new 
licences. Provided the applicant meets the policy criteria and the provisions of the Act.  

9. The requirements of the Resource Management Act 1991 and the Hazardous Substances 
and New Organisms Act 1996 must be met in respect of any premises holding a licence.  

Definitions 

10. Act: Means the Psychoactive Substances Act 2013. 
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11. Approved location: Means an area where premises from which approved products may be 
sold are permitted to be located. 

12. Approved Product: Means a psychoactive product approved by the Authority under 
Section 37 of the Act. 

13. Authority: Means the Psychoactive Substances Regulatory Authority (PSRA) established by 
Section 10 of the Act. 

14. Central Business District: Means the area of Timaru defined by the operational Timaru 
District Plan Commercial 1A zone. 

15. Childcare facilities: Means premises (public and private) where children are cared for or 
given basic tuition and includes a crèche, day or after-school care, pre-school, 
kindergarten, kohanga reo or play centre. This term excludes a school.  

16. Educational Institution: Means institution as defined by the Education Act 1989 and 
amendments describing Schools, kindergartens, early childhood centres and tertiary 
education institutions. 

17. Licence: Means a licence, as defined by the Act. 

18. Psychoactive Product or product: Means a finished product packaged and ready for retail 
sale that is a psychoactive substance or that contains one or more psychoactive 
substance. 

19. Psychoactive substance: Means a substance, mixture, preparation, article, device, or thing 
that is capable of inducing a psychoactive effect (by any means) in an individual who uses 
the psychoactive substance and defined further in s.9 of the Act.  

20. Regulations: Means regulations made under the Act. 

21. Retailer: Means a person engaged in any business that includes the sale of products by 
retail. 

22. Retail Premises: Means premises for which a licence to sell approved products by retail 
has been granted by the Authority. 

23. Sensitive Site: Means sites which are used by people who are, or may be, more vulnerable 
to the influence of the sale of psychoactive substances. Includes:  

(i) District Court; Department of Corrections; Medical Centre;  

(ii) Any premises occupied by a central social welfare agency such as Work and Income 
or Housing New Zealand; 

(iii) Specialist Treatment and Support Service facility; 

(iv) Any place of worship, school, childcare facilities, or other educational institution;  

(v) Any property located in the residential zone in the operative Timaru Council District 
Plan; 

(vi) Any Council Owned library, museum, recreational facility, public toilets;  

(vii) King George Place, Strathallan Corner, Piazza, Caroline Bay and Landing Services.  
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24. Specialist Treatment and Support Services: Means externally funded mental health, 
problem gambling, alcohol and other drug specialist treatment and or support service.  

Policy Statements 

Broad Areas 

25. The retail premises selling psychoactive substances shall be restricted to the Commercial 
1A Zone as defined by the operative Timaru District Council District Plan. 

26. Retailers shall be restricted to areas in the Commercial 1A zone that are covered by CCTV. 
Any retailer wanting to sell approved products from an area not covered by security 
cameras will require to negotiate a reasonable financial contribution to the installation of 
a camera based on Councils assessment of the balance of private/public good.  

Proximity to Other Premises and Sensitive Sites 

27. Licences for the sale of approved products will not be issued in respect of premises which 
are within 100 metres of premises for which a licence has been issued or premises which 
are within 100 metres of a sensitive site. 

28. The 100 metre exclusion zone shall be measured from the public entrance of the 
applicant’s premises and extend 100 metres in either direction along the thoroughfare on 
which the premises is situated. The measurement of the 100 metre exclusion zone shall 
also include any perpendicular intersecting thoroughfares and the opposite side of any 
such thoroughfare which falls within the 100 metre exclusion zone. 

29. Following the adoption of this Policy, if an organisation or entity which falls within the 
definition of a sensitive site operator moves within the specified buffer zone distance of a 
retail premises, there is no requirement for the retail premises to move premises outside 
the approved buffer distance. 

 

 

Delegations, References and Revision History 

Delegations  

Identify here any delegations related to the policy for it to be operative or required as a result of the policy  

Delegation Delegations Register Reference 

N/A  

References  

Include here reference to any documents related to the policy (e.g. operating guidelines, procedures) 

Title Relevant Reference within Document 

Operative District Plan - 

https://www.timaru.govt.nz/services/planning/district-

plan/district-plan-online  

#14, #26 

Revision History  

Summary of the development and review of the policy  

Revision Owner Date Approved  Approval By Next Review Doc Ref 

https://www.timaru.govt.nz/services/planning/district-plan/district-plan-online
https://www.timaru.govt.nz/services/planning/district-plan/district-plan-online


 

#1687762 Page 4 of 5 
Local Approved Products Policy  

1 Environmental 

Health Manager 

9 December 

2014 

Council 5 years 

December 

2019 

#947780 

2 Environmental 

Compliance 

Manager 

26 November 

2019 

Council November 

2024 

#1334832 

3 – this 

document 

Environmental 

Compliance 

Manager 

13 August 2024 Council August 2029 #1687762 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

#1687762 Page 5 of 5 
Local Approved Products Policy  

Appendix A: Map 

The map below is indicative and for explanatory purposes to identify sensitive sites at the 
date of adoption. It is not part of the policy. 

 


